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WEEK 3 

Tel: 01661 835484  /  Email: admin@stmatthewsprudhoe.org / Website: www.stmatthewsprudhoe.org 
 

 

Congratulations to for having the highest attendance percentage this week! 

This week our overall attendance was: 97.2% 

Class Reception Class 1 Class 2 Class 3 Class 4 Class 5 

Attendance 97.9% 95.6% 98.5% 99.4% 96.3% 96.5% 

 
 

Poor punctuality means your child misses valuable learning time and that lessons are disrupted for all 
other pupils. Please make sure that your children are on the yard by 8.40am every day. 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, Grandparents & Parishioners, 

 
Well, it’s been a rollercoaster couple of weeks, but I’m pleased to say that we’re all well settled now and 

getting on with the business of expanding minds!  I’d like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the 
welcome you have extended to me personally and for your patience and support in helping me to settle in.  
I feel truly blessed to be working in such a tight-knit and caring school community.   
 

A huge thank you to all of you who came along to celebrate our first Mass of the year in school on Tuesday 
and for helping us to plant our new school tree - it’s still alive!  Also, to those of you who came along on 
Wednesday to our ‘Meet the Teachers’ evening and contributed to our vision building exercise - thank you 
- it was very positive and illuminating!  If you weren’t able to make it on Wednesday, PowerPoint 
presentations from the teachers will be made available on the school website in the early part of next week.   

 
We’ve got an action packed half-term ahead and I’m looking forward to sharing all of our successes with 
you over the coming term.   
 
                                    

 

NEWS 
 

Newsletter: Just a reminder that there was no newsletter last week (for week ending 6th September 2019.) 

Newsletters will always be posted on our website (Parents>Newsletters), on our Facebook page 
@StMatthewsPrudhoe and emailed out via our emailing system. Please ensure we have an up to date 

email address for any parent who would like to receive school communication. 
 

School Twitter Page: Our school has just registered with Twitter! Our Twitter handle is @StMatthews1875. 

Please feel free to follow us. We hope you’ll join us on this new platform.  For Twitter, we will adhere to the 

permissions that you gave us for Facebook as to whether images can be posted on social media.  If you have 
any queries about this, please do not hesitate to ask.   
 

Miss Taylor We’d like to extend our warmest wishes to Miss Taylor, who is leaving us today to go on 

maternity leave.  We hope that she enjoys every moment with her precious baby and we look forward to 
having her back with us after Easter.  In the meantime, I’d like to introduce to you, Mr Crossan who will be 

filling Miss Taylor’s boots while she is away.  Mr Crossan is a qualified teacher but will be joining us as a 
Higher Level Teaching Assistant.  He will be supporting across the school but will primarily be based in 
Year 3/4 alongside Mrs. Curry and Mrs. Read.  I’m sure you will all welcome him just as warmly as you did 

me!   

 
PTA: We are hosting our first meeting of the school year on Friday 4th October at 7pm in St. Matthew’s 
Social Club. We would love to see lots of you there.  The meeting will last about an hour and will be 

followed by a relaxed quiz night and a bit of fun!  Get it in your diaries!  The focus of the PTA fundraising 
this year will be to revamp our playground space and I am hoping to be able to present some plans to you 
at the meeting.  In the meantime, if you have any great fundraising ideas, please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch with me or our new Chair, Helen Clubbs.  Thank you!   
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Healthy Tuck: I am delighted to announce that as of next Friday (20th September), we will 

be running a healthy tuck shop.  Children are invited to bring in 50p to purchase a healthy 
snack at break time.  On the last Friday of every month, we will be selling more ‘treats’!  If you 
send your child in with 50p next Friday and every Friday thereafter, they will hand it to their 
class teacher and be given a sticker - Mrs. Potter will then know who has paid for their tuck 
when they go for it at break time.   

 

Breakfast on the go: Another new initiative we’d like to try is our breakfast roll and hot drink cafe.  We 

are going to trial it on Friday, 8th November prior to Year 2’s Class Liturgy at 9 o’clock.  We will be 
inviting parents and carers to pre-order their bacon/sausage/egg sandwiches and drinks which will be 

available for £1.50.  Go on...treat yourself!  More info to follow... 
 

Safeguarding - For your information, myself and Mrs. Hatherley are designated safeguarding officers in 

our school; however, safeguarding is everyone's responsibility.  If you are concerned about the welfare of 

a child or adult, please utilise the One Call point of contact on 01670 536 400, Let's work together to keep 

us all safe and happy! 

Parents’ Prayer: All parents are invited to come 

along for five minutes of peace and a chance to pray 
for your child on Monday 23rd September 2019 at 
8:45am, Coffee and tea provided! (More details on 

poster) 
 

The Event:  Years 5 and 6 are invited to come to the 

first diocesan led youth ‘Event’ of the year next 

Wednesday at St. Barnabas’ Church in Rowlands Gill.  
Letters were sent home about this during the week - 
if you want any more information, please see the 
noticeboard outside of school.   
 

Alumni news: We have found out quite recently that 

one of our past pupils, Alan Matthews from one of our 
very first Year 6 cohorts since becoming a primary 
school has been accepted into Cambridge University 

to study medicine! Alan has been an excellent 
ambassador of both St. Matthew’s and St Thomas 
More as Head Boy last year and we wish him well in 
his studies at Cambridge! 
 

School Meals: Richard Bell our catering manager visited school this week to see how 

our new school menus are going down with the children. Last term our parents 

completed our online questionnaire about our school meals and we have listened to 

parental comments and actioned as many as possible. Judging by a lot of the happy 
smiles at the dinner table, we think the new menu is going great! If you ever have any 

questions, queries or concerns regarding the school menu, feel free to pop in to see 
our School Cook, Mrs Potter in the kitchen. She runs an open door policy! 

 

 

New School Year Whole School Mass: A huge thank you to everyone for joining us on 

Tuesday 10th September for this year’s very first whole school Mass. Father Michael led us all 

in thinking about the journey ahead and we even planted a new tree in the school grounds to 
symbolise our growth as we make our way through the years at St. Matthew's. 
 

Receptions Adventures: Reception have had a fantastic few weeks here at St. Matthew’s, they even go 

to make some Gruffalo crumble, which was delicious! The children 
collected apples from the various trees on site! 



 

 

               
                             

 

MEMOS AND REMINDERS  

 

Flu Immunisation: Arrangements have been made the annual flu immunisation to be given out to 

all primary school aged children on 17th October 2019. As part of this, consent forms have been 
sent out over the course of the last couple of weeks to all children from Reception – Year 6. Your 

child will only receive the immunisation with a signed and completed form, so please ensure you 
return the form by Tuesday 17th September 2019. Spares are available from the school office. 

 

ParentPay: Just a weekly reminder to check your ParentPay account for any negative balances or new 

payment items. Meal bookings need to be made by Midnight tonight for Monday 16th September 2019.If 

you have any issues using ParentPay, do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 

WEEKLY AWARDS 

 

Gold Book! 
Our new award for outstanding academic effort and achievement is a place in our new 
school Gold Book!  Here are this week’s nominees… 
 
Reception – Abbie S – continually showing kindness and concern for her classmates during 
transition week! 
 
Year 1 – Toby H – always working hard and trying his best in all lessons. Toby is kind to his 
friends and looks out for everyone! 
 
Year 2 – Hunter W – trying his best in every lesson, settling well into his new class and always 
wearing a big smile. 
 
Year 3 – Eva S – having a fantastic attitude to everything she does and trying very hard in class. 
 
Year 4 – Scarlett W – settling well into year 4 so well and for amazing effort in all she does. 
 
Year 5 – Bethany M – putting in 100% effort always. Always having a fantastic, positive attitude. 

 
Year 6 – Zara Z – for working extremely hard this week and in particular for writing and delivering 
a powerful speech encouraging us to act to reduce the effects of climate change. 
 
 
 
 

Lifesong Award 
Our other new weekly award is our ‘Lifesong’ Award.  This is awarded to children who have 
lived their life this week walking in Jesus’ footsteps. 
Year1 – Jaimee L  
Year 2 – Zach H  
Year 3 – Robson G 

Year 4 – Hannah E  
Year 5 – Matthew T  
Year 6 – Sophia C 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Birthday! 
Warm wishes to everyone and we hope you have a fantastic birthday celebration! 
Thursday 12th September 2019: Joshua A – Nursery 
Friday 13th September 2019: Mason H – Year 1 / Joseph L – Year 3 
Sunday 15th September 2019: Evan H / Luca H – Year 6 / Eve S – Year 3 
 
 
 
 



 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATE

 

Date & Time Event Name Additional quick info 

Tuesday 24th September 2019 – All day Hoopstarz Children to bring trainers into school 

Friday 27th September 2019 St. Matthew’s Day Celebration Mass   Mass in Church 1pm  

Friday 27th September 2019 MacMillan Coffee Afternoon After Mass (Approx 1.45pm – 2pm) 

Tuesday 1st October 2019 Year 5 Class Mass  2pm – All welcome! 

Friday 4th October 2019 PTA Meeting and Social St. Matthew’s Social Club 7pm 

Thursday 10th October 2019 World Mental Health Awareness Day HelloYello - Non Uniform – Wear Yellow! 

Thursday 17th October 2019 Flu Immunisation Day Forms Sent home – Contact office for spares 

   

Upcoming dates for the next half-term, new dates will be highlighted in bold. 

Full year calendar is available here: Link 
As ever, any questions, please do ask.  

 

 

 

 

 
God Bless, 

 

Mr. M. Gray 
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