
 
Monday 25th March 2019 

 

Consultation on a Significant Increase in Physical Capacity 

at St Matthew’s Catholic Primary School 

 

St Matthew’s Catholic Primary School has made an application to the Regional Schools Commissioner office 

under the significant change procedure to increase the capacity of the school by physical expansion of its 

building. By means of a formal consultation process, the school is now undertaking this consultation with all 

who may be affected by the proposed change. The academy trust will duly consider all responses received. 

 

To ensure a fair and open local consultation, the school will consult with the following parties: 

a. Each LA which maintains an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) or statement of SEN in 

respect of a child attending the school;  

b. Parents of children who attend the school;  

c. Parents in the area;  

d. Primary, secondary and special schools and sixth form and FE colleges in the area;  

e. The Admissions Forum for the academy’s area, where one exists (if admissions are to be 

affected);  

f. Affected admission authorities, including those in neighbouring LA areas (if admissions are 

to be affected);  

g. Where a school is designated as having a religious character, the trustees of the school, and 

in the case of Church schools the diocese or relevant diocesan board. 

 

Background and Proposal 

 

St Matthew’s Catholic Primary School was originally built as a half-form entry school, to serve 16 pupils. St 

Matthew’s has become much more popular with parents and demand for places has increased significantly. 

Our pupil admission requests were consistently well in excess of our Planned Admission Number (PAN,) 

which was subsequently increased in 2016. Consequently the local community and parental pressure from 

our catchment area has resulted in the school making the application to increase the capacity and physical 

expansion of the building. In making the school sustainable going forward, a class size of 26 is both 

financially viable and will match the PAN of the school. Presently the school is one classroom short of 

having sufficient classrooms to accommodate one form entry.  

 

Demand for places in the school has progressively increased over time and since 2012 the school has 

increased in size from 60 pupils to 139 (121 plus 18 nursery pupils) as of  September 2018. The school 

projects that the number of pupils will rise to 163 (137 plus 26 nursery places) in 2019, 173 (147 plus 26 

nursery places) in 2020, and 177 (151 plus 26 nursery places) in 2021. In 2016 the PAN was increased from 

18 to 26. This increase was discussed, at the time, with Northumberland LA and the Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle. There was no requirement in the admissions code for academies to consult if the PAN was being 

 



 
increased, and as the increase was relatively small, the decision was taken, with the understanding of 

Northumberland and the Diocese, to increase the PAN without going out to formal consultation. The St 

Matthews Admissions Policy was, however, consulted on due to other changes required by the Diocese in 

2017. No comments were received.  

 

Expansion of the school building is necessary as the school consists only of 5 classrooms, 1 reception 

classroom, and 1 nursery classroom. The significant change envisaged will increase the capacity of the 

school from 142 (126 plus 16 nursery places) to a new capacity of 208 (182 plus 26 nursery places.) The 

school considered performance indicators and financial data, and concluded that the significant expansion 

of the premises is necessary in order to ensure financial viability and allow the school to have sufficient 

teaching and learning resource space for its pupils.  

 

The proposed increase in physical size of the school has 

been given planning consent. Prior to the request to 

increase PAN, there was a successful planning 

application to expand the school building to provide 

extra classrooms and small teaching rooms for SEND 

pupils.  

 

The proposed classroom is highlighted in red in the plan 

and would fit the floor layout as shown.  

 

The consultation period is from Monday 25th March 

2019 and will end on Monday 6th May 2019. The school 

invites you to consider this proposal and forward any 

comments or queries to the Head Teacher, Mrs B. M. 

Pye. You may email those to admin@stmatthewsprudhoe.org or respond via post to St Matthew’s Catholic 

Primary School, Highfield Lane, Prudhoe, Northumberland, NE42 6EY.  

 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Mr J Parkinson 

CEO of St Thomas More Partnership of Schools 

 

mailto:admin@stmatthewsprudhoe.org

