
 

Congratulations to Class 2 and 3 for having 100% attendance this week! 
This week our overall attendance was 98.8% 

Please ensure you make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us  
achieve our target of 95% 

Class Reception Class 1 Class 2 Class 3 Class 4 Class 5 

Attendance 99.3% 97.1% 100% 100% 98.2% 98.7% 

 
Poor punctuality means your child misses valuable learning time and that lessons are disrupted for  

all other pupils. Please make sure that your children are in the yard by 8.40am every day. 
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, Grandparents & Parishioners, 

 

The first week of our the new academic year is already at an end - and what a week! On 
behalf of all the Staff, Governors and myself, I would like to welcome everyone back to school 
after a good summer break.  We also warmly welcome our new children and their families to 
our school. The children have quickly settled into new class routines, and I have to say that 
the behaviour has been exemplary throughout the week - a big well done is due to everyone. 
It’s also been fantastic to see all of the children in their beautiful new uniform, I think you’ll 
agree they look super smart! I’ve already heard that it’s the talk of Prudhoe. 
 
Just to touch on pupil achievement and attainment in 2017-18; results at the end of the summer term were once again fantastic. 
Every one of these results reflects the hard work and talent of pupils and staff here at St. Matthew’s. In addition, the tremendous 
support from parents and carers makes such an impact too - a fabulous team effort. We look forward to many more experiences, 
events and fun days through 2018/19! 

You may remember that we received a visit from Ofsted in the last week of term and I am very proud to announce that St Matthew’s 
continues to be a GOOD school! We are delighted with the inspectors comments and are pleased that she recognised the 
improvements to teaching and learning, our formidable governing body and the leadership at all levels across the St Thomas More 
Partnership. The feedback also strongly highlights the Christian ethos and values of our school, in particular how polite and 
courteous our pupils are towards each other and how they look after and respect each other throughout the whole school: 

“A real team spirit is tangible. Parents and carers are confident that staff listen and take their points of view seriously. They feel able 
to discuss any issues that arise, comfortably, describing staff as ‘approachable’, ‘professional’ and ‘knowledgeable’. One parent’s 
comment captured the viewpoints of others: ‘[St Matthew’s] really does care about its pupils and families.’ Your polite, sociable 
pupils corroborated their parents’ positive opinions, saying that they ‘love coming to school’ each day. They described teachers as 
‘fun’ and their peers as ‘really helpful’ and ‘well behaved’. 

We are really pleased that the report reflects all of the hard work that our staff and children do on a daily basis. I would like to 
congratulate and thank all staff, children, parents, governors and the local community for their continuing support. We have a great 
school here – an exceptional school in fact.  We will continue to move forward with new developments and initiatives and continue 
on our journey to outstanding. 

Finally, our weekly newsletter is a really important way of staying in touch. Please do take the time to read and digest it. 
Newsletters are sent home via email on a Friday afternoon. If you haven’t yet signed up to ParentMail, please let the school office 
know! Each Newsletter is also published on the school website under the ‘Parent’ section (then click on ‘Newsletters’) on the bar of 
the home page.  

                                       

NEWS 
 

A Taste of the First Week Back: Our newest Reception class have had a fantastic 

first week here at St. Matthew’s and they have settled really well into their new 
routines and with their new class and classmates. Remember that children are to be 
collected at 13:40pm until Friday 14th September 2018, when they will move onto full 
days. If you haven’t already done so, please sign up to your ClassDojo account so 
you can see all the great photos and fun things we get up to this year. 
 

Class 3 have had a wonderful first week in Class 3 and thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. 
Our highlight of the week was looking for many different kinds of rocks around school 

as part of our new Science topic of Rocks and we also enjoyed swimming for the first time on Wednesday. We are so eager to work 
and Mrs Phillips is proud of all our efforts to settle into Year 3. We are looking forward to next week with lots of new learning. 
 

Class 4 have had a wonderful first week back and look so smart in the new uniform! We have thrown ourselves into our learning 
already and are especially enjoying our first creative topic - The Egyptians! A reminder that P.E will be on every Tuesday and P.E 
kit is to be brought in on Tuesday only, so as to save space in our classroom. 
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Outdoor Classroom Day: We will be taking part in Outdoor Classroom Day in November and 

May. This is a global campaign to celebrate and inspire outdoor learning and play. On the day, 
thousands of schools around the world take lessons outdoors and prioritise playtime. In 2017, over 
2.3 million children worldwide took part, more than 580,000 of those were in the UK and Ireland. 
Outdoor learning improves children’s health, engages them with learning and leads to a greater 
connection with nature. Play not only teaches critical life skills such as resilience, teamwork and 
creativity, but is central to children’s enjoyment of childhood. 

 
Team SMP Sports Kit: Our new sports kit arrived today, the children will be given this to wear when 

representing St Matthew’s at sporting events throughout the year. 
 
Weekly Community Liturgy: From Monday 11th September we will recommence our Community Liturgy in 

school  – The Statement to Live By for the coming week will be 'WE ARE ALL SPECIAL'. Our Community 
Liturgy will be held every Monday at 8.50am - ALL are welcome! 
 
Class Assemblies and Liturgies: The dates for this terms class liturgies and assemblies are at the end of 

the newsletter. We look forward to welcoming parents and carers each Friday at 8.50am in the school hall. 
Reception and Y6 will start us off with their buddy assembly on Friday 14th September.     

World’s Biggest Coffee Afternoon: Come and join us for tea/coffee on Friday 29th 

September and support this fantastic national fundraising event. This will also be a non-
uniform day in school  (wear something green) we suggest a donation of £1 on the day for 
the charity. We will also have a raffle and cakes/sweets for sale. Cake donations required 
on the day.  Thanking you in advance. 

 
E-Safety Meeting: All Welcome! On the evening of the 17th September, before the curriculum meeting, Mrs 

Curry will be holding an E-Safety Meeting to refresh parents on how to protect themselves and their children 
while online. Please come along, the meeting will be at 5pm. 
 

Currriculum evenings: Arrangements have been made for Curriculum Evenings to be held in the next two weeks to allow parents 

to come in, see what their children will be learning this year and ask any questions they may have about it. Please see the list 
below. All meetings are at 6pm 

 

Class 1 2 3 4 5 

Date ( @ 6pm) 17th September 18 18th September 18 19th September 18 20th September 18 25th September 18 

 
European Day of Languages: This event is celebrated across Europe on the 26th of September every year. It aims to promote the 

rich linguistic diversity of Europe and raise awareness of the importance of lifelong language learning for everyone. It was set up by 
the Council of Europe and was first celebrated in 2001. We will celebrate with activities throughout the whole school. – further 
details to follow. 
 
Christmas Performance Dates: We haven't even had Halloween or Bonfire Night yet and we are already talking about 

Christmas...where has this year gone?! Dates for this year's performances will be (please note - Dress Rehearsals are for 
Grandparents/Carers and Parents unable to attend the ticketed performances). 
 

 Tuesday 11th December, 9:30am  - KS1 Rehearsal 

 Tuesday 11th December, 1.30pm – EYFS Dress 
Rehearsal 

 Wednesday 12th December – 9:15am - EYFS 
Performance 

 Wednesday 12th December – 1:30pm – KS1 
Performance 

 Monday 17th December, 10 am - KS2 Dress Rehearsal  

 Monday 17th December, 5 pm - KS2 Show  

 Tuesday 18th December, 2pm - KS2 Show 
 

 
MEMOS AND REMINDERS 
 
Swimming: This week went well down at the Swimming Baths with the groups organised for the term, just remember that groups 

can change mid-term as children are constantly assessed by the swimming instructors. Just a reminder that on days where the 
children are swimming, please ensure your child wears their outdoor P.E kit (Yellow polo, navy jogger bottoms and trainers) and 
ensure they have a warm hoodie/coat. Sessions are £2.10 per week and payabale via your ParentPay account. 

 
Guitar Club: Guitar club will resume on Wednesday 12th September 2018. Please see Mrs Saunders if your child would like to join 

up, keep an eye on future newsletters for session dates. 

  
Contents of Packed Lunches: Could I take this opportunity to remind parents that as an accredited Healthy School, 

packed lunch boxes must be nutritionally balanced and should not include fizzy drinks, chocolate or high fat crisps. 
By the same token, please try to increase the amount of fruit, yoghurt, brown bread, vegetables and unflavoured 
water, wherever you can. Nuts or foods containing nuts are not allowed. This is because of the number of 

children who have quite severe reactions, often life-threatening. Obviously these children avoid consuming nuts 
themselves but they can react in the same way if simply in a room where nuts can be found in another child’s lunch 
box. I am sure you will understand that we have to be very careful and I appreciate your support. 
 
Universal School Meal Offer: The universal free school meals initiative continues this year. All pupils in Reception, Y1 and Y2 will 

receive a fully funded hot, nutritiously balanced meal each day, and we are again aiming for 100% take up, with all children 
enjoying and taking part in our family service. Our kitchen staff can cater for all dietary requirements.  Please see the school office 
for a Special Dietary Requirements form should you child have a particular allergy or they are vegetarian or vegan. The benefits are 
far reaching in terms of health, behaviour and the development of social skills.  



 
 

 
Outside Play: We allow children to play on the school field all year round. However, a pair of wellies/ outdoor shoes 

is required. In the event of wet weather children without additional shoes/wellies will not be permitted onto the grass 
areas. 

 
 
PE Kits: Please ensure your child has indoor & outdoor P.E. kits in school for the week, each Monday. All children must have 

indoor shoe (plimsolls) and trainers in their PE bags.  

 
WEEKLY AWARDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEYDATES 
 
17th September 2018 – E-Safety 2018 Meeting (5pm) 
17th September 2018 – Year 1 Curriculum Evening (6pm) 
18th September 2018 – Year 2 Curriculum Evening (6pm) 
19th September 2018 – Year 3 Curriculum Evening (6pm) 
20th September 2018 – Year 4 Curriculum Evening (6pm) 
21st September 2018 – St Matthew’s Feast Day Mass 9am 
25th September 2018 – Year 5/6 Curriculum Evening (6pm) 
27th September 2018 – Class 3 Languages Assembly 
28th September 2018 – Macmillan Coffee Afternoon (2pm) 
12th October 2018 – Year 2 Class Liturgy (9am) 
15th October 2018 – School Photos (Ind. & Fams) 
1st November 2018 – National Outdoors Day 2018  
2nd November 2018 – Year 3 Class Liturgy (9am) 
8th November 2018 – Year 6 Bikeability begins 
8th November 2018 – Parents Evening (3pm) 
7th November 2018 – Class 2 Diwali Assembly (9am) 

9th November 2018 – Class 4 Rememberance Assembly (9am) 
12th November 2018 – Class 3 Anti-Bullying Assembly  (9am) 
16th November 2018 – Class 5 Liturgy (9am) 
23rd November 2018 – Class 2 Assembly (9am) 
26th November 2018 – Rec-Y6 -  Flu Immunisation 
7th December 2018 – Christmas Fayre (3pm) 
11th December 2018 – KS1 Dress Rehearsal 
12th December 2018 – KS1 Performance (10am) 
12th December 2018 – EYFS Performance (13:30pm) 
13th December 2018 – Aladdin Panto (Whole school) 
13th December 2018 – EYFS Performance (9:30am) 
17th December 2018 – KS2 Dress Rehearsal (10am) 
17th December 2018 – KS2 Show (5pm) 
18th December 2018 – KS2 Show (2pm) 
21st December 2018 – Teacher Training Day 
7th January 2019 – School Resumes for Spring Term 

God Bless.  Father Michael, Mrs. Pye, all the Staff and Governors at St. Matthew’s Catholic Primary School.     
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

Kenzie C – Class 4 – 6th September! 

Murray E – Class 5 – 7th September! 

Matilda M – Class 1 – 8th September! 

Headteacher awards 

Georgia D – Class 4 – Hard work and always trying hard 

Class 4 – For a great first week 

Cruz G – Class 1 – For excellent effort and behaviour 

Class 3 – Great first week 

Reception – Great first week and settling in well 



 


