
 

 

Well done to Reception, Year 1, 2A, 2B, 3, 4, 5, that achieved our 95% target 
This week our overall attendance was 96.72% 

Please ensure you make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us 
achieve our target 

 

Class Reception Year 1 Year 2A Year 2B Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Attendance 97% 96% 96% 98% 97% 96% 97% 94% 
 

Poor punctuality means your child misses valuable learning time and that lessons are disrupted for  
all other pupils. Please make sure that your children are in the yard by 8.45am every day. 
 

 

 
Dear Parents, Grandparents & Parishioners 

 
The weather has been terrible again this week and some mornings I have thought that it may be easier to get a boat to school! 
For this reason can I request that children have a pair of wellies in school to enjoy the grass areas and to protect school 
shoes. 
 
Thank you everyone who attended our Advent term parent consultations The consultations were a great example of how our 
school is linked in partnership with home. I was delighted to see parents enjoying school work and discussing how children 
have settled into the new academic year so well. I am delighted with pupil attendance, consistency of homework and attitudes 
to behaviour throughout the school with much of this being down to the support of parents. 

 
Fr Donnelly will welcome all pupils and families who wish to come to church for 
Saturday's 5.45 pm service. This week, we especially welcome Miss Walker and her 
class who will do the offertory and readings during Mass. 
 
Today, the whole school were treated to an Anti-Bullying Play organised by Mrs Gritton 
and School Council. The children, staff and parents enjoyed the hour long play in the 
school hall which reinforced our Anti-Bullying School message which will be celebrated 
and reinforced over the next two weeks by local MPs, North East Bikers against Bullying 
and the BBC. 
 

 
Today, the staff and children remembered those who have served our country in the past. On 
Monday, we will commemorate the fallen in a special liturgy where the children will be joined by 
Gunner Ryan Dixon from 204 Artillery Battery. The children will also take part in a two minute 
silence in the yard at break time on Monday. As a school, we will mark the occasion by presenting 
a special Sacred Heart wreath of poppies which will be laid at the cenotaph in Burnopfield on 
Sunday 10th November. All families are welcome to join myself and the Marshall family at 11:45am 
for a 12pm start. Everyone is invited to the cenotaph and I will arrive at 11.45am for a 12pm start. 
Those in quiet remembrance may also wish to turn towards the appropriate literature, with poems 
and quotes from the depths of war itself. We have chosen ‘In Flanders Fields’ as our poem this 
year as it is one of our favourites. 
 
Thank you to all of the parents who turned up for Mrs McCarron’s class Lunch. The children and parents chose from a lovely 
menu choice ranging from a chicken dinner, pasta, quorn mince and dumplings. I have had so many nice reports regarding the 
quality of the food which we continue to improve on every year. Our school meal numbers are as high as ever now and we 
would encourage any parents who do choose a cold packed lunch for their child to give the school meals a try, even if it’s not 
every day. 
 
Next week, we welcome all parents to visit our Reception class and Little Hearts Pre-School in our annual autumn open day. 
Please bring a pair of outdoor shoes. All toddlers and parents from the whole who would like a visit are also welcome to attend 
also on the morning between 9:30 am and 11:30 am. 
 
I would like to send a warm welcome to Eve Cummings who is our new apprentice teaching assistant working in Reception 
and will join Mrs Gritton, Miss Bowes and Mrs Knox for the next year. 
 
Finally, next week we have our annual parent questionnaire going out on Survey Monkey and would appreciate as much 
feedback as possible to help towards areas of school improvement 
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NEWS 
 
Little Hearts: This week the children have made firework pictures for bonfire night and decorated biscuits with brightly 
coloured icing. They went on an autumn walk exploring outside of school and up into Byermoor - jumping in muddy puddles 
along the way! 

 

Year 4: As part of their World War Two topic, year 4 have been learning about rations this week. We had a great lesson 
exploring rations and just how different eating habits were in the 1940's. The children were amazed to see that just 14 small 
jelly sweets would need to last a child a whole week! 

 
Year 3: Today, as part of our Creative topic on Horrible Histories, we moved on 
from the Stone Age and fast forwarded 10,000 years to The Romans. We 
focussed on the natural disaster that hit a famous Roman City in 79AD, Pompeii. 
The bustling city was wiped out by a devastating volcano eruption. The children 
looked at where Mount Vesuvius is based, how it erupted and how volcanoes are 
formed. We then created our very own volcanoes using play dough and made 
them erupt using a chemical reaction between vinegar and bicarbonate of soda. 
We also used red food colouring to make it look like lava! The children had a 
fantastic time and were fascinated when their volcanoes erupted. The children 
could explain that the pressure build up caused the eruption. To see more of our 
work, visit Year 3's class blog to see a very fun video! Excellent work, Year 3. 

We are excited to start our class masses with Year 3 on Saturday 9th November 
at 5:45pm at Sacred Heart Church. Year 3 have their first school trip to the Vue cinema in Gateshead on Friday 15th 
November. We will be watching the Grinch to help us get into the festive spirit. The children are very excited for this fantastic 
movie. 
 
 
Year 2B: This week we have had our first liturgy of the academic year 
and Year 2B have worked so hard with their words, songs and 
actions. We focused on new beginnings and how God has supported 
us as we start each journey. After being able to see their journey so 
far, they made everyone so proud. A huge thank you to all parents 
and grandparents who came to the liturgy and to those who came to 
parents evening, it was wonderful to see you all. Have safe and 
amazing weekend boys and girls, well done for all of your hard work! 

 



Amazing Art Day Gallery: After such an amazing art day last week we had some beautiful pieces of work which we couldn't 
wait to display. Thanks to Miss Shield's creativity and artistic eye, we now have our very own Sacred Heart Gallery in the Key 
stage 2 corridor. Well done to everyone for working so hard. We love all of your art and are please everyone had such an 
amazing day. 

 
Year 5: On Monday, the children had a great time 
learning about the food that the Ancient Egyptians 
used to eat. They also learnt that a healthy diet is 
made up of a variety and balance of different 
foods and drinks, as depicted on ‘The Eat well 
Plate.’ They decided if the Ancient Egyptians were 
able to have a healthy diet with the foods available 
to them and discussed whether all the members of 
Ancient Egyptian society would have the same 
food. Next, they created their own perfect plate of 
healthy food which they shared with the class. To 
finish, the children worked in groups to make 
some Egyptian bread; adding different ingredients 
to change the taste. 

Year 1: Today, Year 1 have transformed into Space Rangers. We had a very special visit from an astronaut informing us that 
Buzz needed a new rocket ship and we had to help him! Year 1 were certainly up for the challenge and worked very hard to 
create a brand new rocket ship ready for Buzz to fly into Space! We have had lots of fun learning all about rockets and we 
have even sang a special rocket song. We can’t wait to see the finished results next week! 

 

 

 



MEMOS AND REMINDERS 

 

Children in Need: As you may already know, Monday 11th November is the start of this year’s 
BBC Children in Need Appeal Week. Our school is excited to be joining with many others around 
the UK to participate in the fundraising programme.  We will be taking part in an exciting 
fundraising opportunity on Friday 15th November called “The Big Morning Move”. Schools across 
the UK are getting together with Joe Wicks at 9am on Friday 15th November to get active and 
raise money for BBC Children in Need. The fitness session will be lived streamed on the 
Children in Need YouTube channel across the UK, in an exclusive activity session tailored just 
for schools! This is where we need your help! You can help us make a memorable event that 
raises as much money as possible by supporting this fundraising activity. We are aiming to raise 
even more money this year to support disadvantaged young people across the UK. Let’s make a 
big difference to the lives of children across the UK. We will also be having a non-uniform day 
on Friday 15th November to help raise money.  

Operation Christmas Child: Don't forget, we are 
supporting Operation Christmas Child again this year, and 
are encouraging children to create a small shoe box that 
will have a big impact. What goes into the box is fun, but 
what comes out of it is eternal. Operation Christmas Child 
gives us the opportunity to be a part of changing children’s 
lives all over the world in Jesus’ name, through the power 
of a simple gift. If you would like to give the gift of a 
shoebox, please bring it into school next week and help us 
reach our target of 100 shoe boxes!   

 

Administering Medicine In School: If your child has short term prescribed medication (e.g. Antibiotics) 
that needs administering at school please complete our 'Prescribed Medication Consent Form'. If your 
child has an allergy or hayfever and needs prescribed medication (e.g. antihistamine) in school please 
complete our 'Allergy Card Form'. If your child has asthma and needs a prescribed inhaler in school please 
complete our 'Asthma Card Form'. The school will not accept medication unless it is in accordance with 
our Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy and Procedures and the appropriate form is 
completed and signed by the parent/carer of the pupil. Medicines must be in the original containers as 
dispensed by the pharmacy with a prescription sticker visible. Completed forms and prescribed medicines 
should be handed into the office – medication should never be sent into school with children/in book bags 

Parental Comments 

Why do we have so many cake days? 

Cake days are a way of funding our annual enterprise fare in late November. Each class raises a sum of money 

from a cake sale which funds the purchasing of Christmas or winter themed / art items to be made and sold on the 

enterprise day. This money is then used to buy class to purchase much needed resources or contribute towards 

class visits. The totals of all class profits are displayed in the entrance. Many children buy a cake each week whilst 

some buy them occasionally. 

I don't agree with the school having a sweet shop in school. 

The Dojo shop is mainly stocked with gifts and toys. Only around 5% is made up from sweets or sugary items. 

Friend's run a sweet shop in good weather to fund our school Dojo gift shop. 

Why are trips expensive? 

The cost of travel is the main factor in the cost of trips. We usually aim for one trip per class per term. All trips are 

at cost and any parent can request the breakdown of these trips. Visits also have an entrance cost and sometimes 

an additional workshop cost. Schools often request a voluntary donation towards the trip. If trips have no 

donations we simply cannot fund the visit. School budgets are extremely tight with many schools now making 

redundancies and cuts due to the decline in funding from central government. We believe the trips are excellent 

value for money and we support all families who can't afford to contribute towards visits. 

https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/09/Administering-Prescribed-Medicine-Form.pdf
https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/09/Allergy-Card-Leaflet.pdf
https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/09/Asthma-Card-Leaflet.pdf


 

w.c Monday 11th November will be Autumn Menu - WEEK 1 

 

 

Weekly Assembly Awards: 

Brilliant Manners –   Max Y3 

Mathematician of the Week – Erin Y3                          Writer of the Week – Megan Y3 

Mrs Knox’s Award – Jake Y6                    Heartzone Hero Award – Holly Y5, Elliot Y4 
 

Pupils of the Week – Sally (YR), Lenny, Oscar, Daniel (Y1), Harry, Isla, Kurt (Y2A), Charlie (Y2B), Summer, Sara, Eden 
(Y3), Joe, Fynn (Y4), Rhys, Joesph, Jasmine (H5), Lilia, Hannah (Y6) 

 
Mr Naughton’s Golden Chair Award – Kayla Y5, Elliot Y2A, Freddie YR 

 
Little Hearts Award – Imogen  

 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES 

 
Sat 9 Nov: Year 3 Class Mass 

Sun 10 Nov: Wreath laying @ 12pm, Cenotaph in Burnopfield 

Tues 12 Nov: Open day @ 9.30-11:30 

Wed 13 Nov: Y6 Cake Sale 

Wed 13 Nov: Y1 Parents Lunch.  

Fri 15 Nov: Y4 Liturgy 

Fri 15 Nov: Year 3 Cinema trip 

Fri 15 Nov:  Children in Need, Non Uniform Day 

Wed 20 Nov: Reception Parents Lunch.  

Wed: 20 Nov: Reception WOW Wednesday 

Fri 22 Nov: Y1 Liturgy  

Wed 27 Nov: Little Hearts Parents Lunch.  

Wed 27 Nov: Reception Liturgy  

Fri 29 Nov: Y3 Liturgy 

Thurs 19 Dec: School Closes for Christmas 

Fri 20 Dec: Teacher Training Day 

 

 

 

 

 

On behalf of Fr Donnelly, staff and governors may I wish you a happy weekend. God Bless. Mr 

Naughton 

GOSPEL  

Some Sadducees - those who say that there is no resurrection - approached Jesus and they put this 

question to him, “Master, we have it from Moses in writing that if a man’s married brother dies childless, 

the man must marry the widow to raise up children for his brother. Well, then, there were seven 

brothers. The first, having married a wife, died childless. The second and then the third married the 

widow. And the same with all seven, they died leaving no children. Finally the woman herself died. Now, 

at the resurrection, to which of them will she be wife since she had been married to all seven?” Jesus 

replied, “The children of this world take wives and husbands, but those who are judged worthy of a 

place in the other world and in the resurrection from the dead do not marry because they can no longer 

die, for they are the same as the angels, and being children of the resurrection they are sons of God. And 

Moses himself implies that the dead rise again, in the passage about the bush where he calls the Lord 

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now he is God, not of the dead, but of the 

living; for to him all men are in fact alive 

 

On behalf of Fr Donnelly, staff and governors may I wish you a happy weekend. God Bless. Mr 

Naughton 

HEARTZONE:  

Can we please remind parents that the last Heartzone pick up 
time is 5:45pm. Any Late collection will result in a £10 late 

charge. 

 



 

In Flanders Fields 

In Flanders' fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place: and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

 

We are the dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders' fields. 

 

Take up our quarrel with the foe; 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high, 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders' Fields. 

 

  

“We pray for all those from our parish community 

that have served in wars gone by.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


