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Well done to Reception, Year 1, Year 2A, Year 2B, Year 3 and Year 5 that achieved our 
95% target 

This week our overall attendance was 97% 
Please ensure you make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us achieve our target 

 

Class Reception Year 1 Year 2A Year 2B Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Attendance 97% 97% 97% 98% 97% 96% 97% 95% 
 

Poor punctuality means your child misses valuable learning time and that lessons are disrupted for  
all other pupils. Please make sure that your children are in the yard by 8.45am every day. 
 

 

 
Dear Parents, Grandparents & Parishioners 
 
Welcome back to the second half of the Advent term, I hope you all enjoyed a good half term break.  It’s the first week back 
and I can already feel the mornings getting colder and darker, with ice around the Whickham area earlier in the week. It was a 
clear reminder that winter is definitely approaching!  With this in mind, I would like to remind everyone of the arrangements in 
the event of heavy snow or dangerous conditions which may prevent the school opening. We would be extremely unlucky to 
see heavy snow which would cause us to close our school but we must be prepared all the same. All efforts will be made to 
keep the school open when possible and, with the help of our local community, I am sure we will endeavour to do all we can. 
However, in the event of closure, an announcement will be made via email, Class Dojo, on our school website, Facebook, on 
local radio stations and on the Gateshead Council website. We will continue to keep parents informed about this subject, more 
so in the winter months on a regular basis. On a similar note, can I remind parents that children must come to school in a 
warm coat until the beginning of April 2020. Children will not be allowed to play out without a coat. We also encourage labelled 
hats, gloves, scarves and wellies. 
 
Our builders from Pentagon have worked hard over the holiday to complete our reception outdoor area. The area will officially 
open on our open day for Nursery and Reception on Tuesday 12th November. In the meantime, the children have already 
started to use the area and have had great fun exploring their new environment. The scooters, water area and sand pit were 
all a massive hit and it's safe to say it makes our classroom feel a lot bigger! A special thank you to the Reception parents for 
all of their very kind and generous sponsors to the children in Reception during their sponsored silence to raise money for 
resources to put in our area. It really has made a huge difference. 
 
The Spooky Disco was great fun on Wednesday with 160 pupils having a brilliant night. We saw some amazing costumes from 
cats to ghouls and I am so grateful to all the staff that helped make this a night to remember. The disco games were good too, 
with lots of happy children and staff at the end of the evening. Thank you to all parents, staff and children for supporting this 
event with a special mention to Miss Shield for organising the Disco from Heart Zone. 
 
On Wednesday, we were also joined by over 40 grandparents from across the school for a roast dinner. Thanks to everyone 
for dining with the children, they all had a great time in what was a real family occasion. Our next parent lunch is on 
Wednesday 6th November for the Y2A parents. Please sign up via Parent Pay to guarantee a place. 
 
I was delighted with the turnout for Fr Donnelly's welcome Mass at Sacred Heart Church for 
our school community.  I do hope everyone liked the fresh paintwork that has just been 
completed in the church. A huge well done to everyone for behaving so well and joining in 
with all the hymns. Fr Donnelly has asked me to remind parents that Saturday evening Mass 
is 545 pm weekly and Miss Walker looks forward to welcoming children to mass on  
Saturday 9th November for Year 3’s class mass. The boys and girls in Reception class also 
visited church this week with Fr Donnelly very kindly giving up his time to role play a baptism 
on our class doll, Lucy.  
 
Our Y6 SATs welcome evening took place on Thursday evening and parents enjoyed Miss Reid's warm presentation of the 
year ahead. Letters are to be sent out in due course. Miss Reid also presented the Y6 Summer Residential plans which will be 
sent out in a letter to parents near Christmas. 
 
Next Sunday, I will be with the Marshall family as Elliott and Freddie will present a wreath with their father who is a Petty 
Officer in the Royal Regiment on behalf of the Sacred Heart Parish Community at the cenotaph in Burnopfield. All children, 
parishioners and parents are welcome to attend this. In the past we have been lucky to have a number of families supporting 
this important occasion and I would love to see a great turn out on the morning for the 12pm service. I will be there from 
11.45am with the Marshall family.   
 
Next week we welcome local MP, Liz Twist, who has been invited into Sacred Heart to end our Bullying fortnight organised by 
the Schools council. The council have not only organised Liz but they have written to NE Bikers against Bullying to visit school 
with the BBC to help launch their new school bullying charter. The school council have also decided to try and promote anti 
bullying by organising a pantomime for the whole school on Friday 8th November. Parents are welcome to attend. The show 
starts at 1pm and will last approximately 45 minutes. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEWS 
 
Reception: The class enjoyed a brilliant visit to Hardwick Park on Wednesday. They were perfectly behaved for their first out 
of school visit and had so much fun. Although it was Amazing Art Day in school, the children in Reception didn't miss out. 
Before our visit, we looked at the work of Goldsworthy who created art using leaves and the children made some art using 
leaves to re-create his work on their visit. They also went on a leaf hunt, learning about the different types of trees and leaves 
that grow on them. They then had their packed lunches which they were very excited about and finished off the day with a 
gruffalo hunt... we found him! Once we found him, we had to concentrate very hard to follow instructions to make a gruffalo 
crumble out of all the yummy things we find in the forest. 

 



Year 4: We really did have an amazing art day, researching and replicating the artwork of Romero Britto. We began the day 
by watching a short video about the life of Romero Britto. Feeling inspired, we set off on designing our prototypes in our sketch 
books. We used examples of Britto's work to inspire our designs and labelled the features that we felt we had replicated well. 
Finally, after some discussion and reflection we set off creating our final pieces. We are looking forward to seeing our artwork 
on display in the gallery, and hope you all like it as much as we do. 

 

Year 3: We focussed on the pop artist Andy Warhol for our amazing art day. We looked at Warhol’s famous work along with 
his impressive printing techniques, repeated patterns and use of bold, contrasting colours. Year 3 used his work to create their 
own repeated patterns using nature in the style of Andy Warhol. We also used different media to colour in our images such as 
oil pastels, chalk, pencils and pens. We also replicated Warhol’s famous Queen Image by colouring in the picture using bright 
colours. Some of us used collage to decorate the background to really make it stand out. To top it off, the children explored 
printing by printing their own hand prints onto layered coloured pieces of card. What a fun day we have had! 

 

Year 6: Inspired by Banksy, Year 6 spent their art day analysing and recreating some of his poignant work. The children used 
their incredible inference skills to determine what the messages were behind the famous graffiti art. Following this, the class 
were then set off to think about their own message that they would like to get across with their own piece of art. Once they had 
an initial idea, we then went outside to find the perfect spot for our masterpieces. Some children then came back in with 
different ideas after being inspired by props around our school yard. After a creative morning, which got all our brain juices 
flowing, we then spent the afternoon perfecting our art which was then printed onto clear plastic film. Eventually, the children 
were set off to display their art for the world (Sacred Heart) to see. How many have you found? 

 

 

 



Year 5: The children had a great time on their art day. They started the day by drawing 
some sphinxes which were in the foreground and then added some detail to the 
background. They also completed some cartouches with their names written in 
hieroglyphics. They made these look realistic by staining them with tea bags and 
crumpling them to make them appear very old.  Next, they looked at the work of George 
Seurat and his technique of pointillism. The aim of the lesson was for children to use 
this technique to paint a portrait of a pharaoh. The children sketched their drawing of 
the pharaoh first and used cotton buds to add the paint as dots/points. A parent in the 
class also came in to see the children. Mr Healey is an artist and helped the children 
with their paintings; showing the children some tips/techniques. He also shared what 
his life is like as an artist and answered lots of questions from the children who were 
very interested. He also showed the children some of his drawings which were very 
impressive!  

Year 2A: The class spent their Amazing Art Day replicating the work of African artist Joseph Thiongo. We experimented with 
different materials and techniques to try to replicate the background colours and after trial and error found the marbling inks 
produced a beautiful effect.  We then painted a tree on our pictures and chose an African animal to add for the finishing touch. 
Each piece of art is beautifully individual and we are very rightly proud of the results. Well done everyone 

 

Year 1: This week Year 1 have been truly amazing artists 
and have produced fantastic artwork inspired by the artist 
Wassily Kandinsky. 

Year 2B: We have created beautiful masterpieces in our 
Amazing Art Day looking at artist Joseph Thiongo. They 
have embraced the stunningly colourful backgrounds and 
shown skill and creativity. Their talents are a perfect 
example, as Rafiki said, to 'Look beyond what you can 
see. 

Little hearts: This week we have scooped out our pumpkins, had fun developing our fine motor skills with our spider web then 
we had a fun filled art day making snakes, rainbows and an adventure out of our natural art.  



 

w.c Monday 4th October will be Autumn Menu - WEEK 3 

MEMOS AND REMINDERS 

School Photographs: All of the school photograph orders need to be handed into the school office by November 7th 2019, 
Thank you. 

Parents Consultations: You will have two opportunities to meet your child’s teacher on Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th 
November. Slots can be booked from Monday 21st October at 7pm via the link on our website. We operate a first come first 
served basis for appointments so please respond as soon as possible. There will be no after school clubs running on either of 
these days. 

Instructions on how to book: https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/10/Parents-Evening-
Try-Booking-Instructions.pdf 

Link to book: https://www.sacredheartgateshead.org/parent-consultations/   OR  https://www.trybooking.co.uk/NLB 

Operation Christmas Child: We will be supporting Operation Christmas Child again this year, and 
are encouraging children to create a small shoe box that will have a big impact. What goes into the 
box is fun, but what comes out of it is eternal. Operation Christmas Child gives us the opportunity to 
be a part of changing children’s lives all over the world in Jesus’ name, through the power of a 
simple gift. There will be more information to follow but if you would like to be involved please keep 
this in mind over the coming weeks. We aim to have the completed shoe boxes collected in school 
by Friday 8th November. 

Absence from School: Just to remind parents and carers to please ensure that you contact the school office on the first 
morning of your child’s absence from school.  

Administering Medicine In School: If your child has short term prescribed medication (e.g. Antibiotics) 
that needs administering at school please complete our 'Prescribed Medication Consent Form'. If your 
child has an allergy or hayfever and needs prescribed medication (e.g. antihistamine) in school please 
complete our 'Allergy Card Form'. If your child has asthma and needs a prescribed inhaler in school please 
complete our 'Asthma Card Form'. The school will not accept medication unless it is in accordance with 
our Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy and Procedures and the appropriate form is 
completed and signed by the parent/carer of the pupil. Medicines must be in the original containers as 
dispensed by the pharmacy with a prescription sticker visible. Completed forms and prescribed medicines 
should be handed into the office – medication should never be sent into school with children/in book bags 

 

Weekly Assembly Awards: 

Brilliant Manners –   Jay Y3                

Mathematician of the Week – Molly Y3   Writer of the Week – Paige Y3 

Mrs Knox’s Award – Logan Y4                   Heartzone Hero Award – Fynn, Elodie 
 

Pupils of the Week – Abby, Rory, Holly, Max, Scarlett, Finley, Lacey Joseph, Matthew, George, Lucas, Eliza, Jack, Isla, 
Sofia, India, Angus, Alex, Ethan. 

 
Mr Naughton’s Golden Chair Award – Gracie Y3, Sally YR, The whole of Reception class.  

 
Little Hearts Award – Elodie  

 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES 

 
Tues 5 & Wed 6 Nov: Parents Consultations, 3.20pm-5.40pm   

Wed 6 Nov: Y5 Cake Sale 

Wed 6 Nov: Y2A Parents Lunch.  

Thur 7 Nov: School Photograph deadline 

Fri 8 Nov: Y2B Liturgy @ 9.00am 

Sat 9 Nov: Year 3 Class Mass 

Sun 10 Nov: Wreath laying @ 12pm, Cenotaph in Burnopfield 

Tues 12 Nov: Open day @ 9.30-11:30 

Wed 13 Nov: Y6 Cake Sale 

Wed 13 Nov: Y1 Parents Lunch.  

Fri 15 Nov: Y4 Liturgy 

Wed 20 Nov: Reception Parents Lunch.  

Fri 22 Nov: Y1 Liturgy  

Wed 27 Nov: Little Hearts Parents Lunch.  

Wed 27 Nov: Reception Liturgy  

Fri 29 Nov: Y3 Liturgy 

Thurs 19 Dec: School Closes for Christmas 

Fri 20 Dec: Teacher Training Day

 
 
 
 
 

 

On behalf of Fr Donnelly, staff and governors may I wish you a happy weekend. God Bless. Mr 

Naughton 

https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/10/Parents-Evening-Try-Booking-Instructions.pdf
https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/10/Parents-Evening-Try-Booking-Instructions.pdf
https://www.sacredheartgateshead.org/parent-consultations/
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/NLB
https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/09/Administering-Prescribed-Medicine-Form.pdf
https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/09/Allergy-Card-Leaflet.pdf
https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/09/Asthma-Card-Leaflet.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


