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Congratulations to Year 2A and Year 2B who had 100% attendance this week 
Well done to ALL CLASSES our 95% target 

 This week our overall attendance was 99%  
Please ensure you make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us achieve our target 

 

Class Reception Year 1 Year 2A Year 2B Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Attendance 99% 99% 100% 100% 98% 98% 99% 95% 
 

Poor punctuality means your child misses valuable learning time and that lessons are disrupted for 
all other pupils. Please make sure that your children are in the yard by 8.45am every day. 
 

 
Dear Parents, Grandparents & Parishioners 
 

It was wonderful to greet our 31 new Reception pupils at the gate on Monday morning, as they began their first full week at 
SHB. Congratulations to everyone for doing so well over the last five days, even though we have some very tired children 
today. We are only a week away before work starts on our new state of the art outside play area for our new reception pupils. 
We aim to have the work completed within two weeks. 
 
The rest of the school is working so well at present and the children have certainly impressed in their attitude to work and play 
so early into the term - Well done everyone. 
 
I was delighted to see all our clubs start this week with over 270 attendees taking part in clubs, from Eco Science to Yoga. 
This is amazing, and again shows our commitment to providing opportunities for children. Can I please ask that children who 
attend outdoor clubs have warm clothes, such as a hoodie, so they don't feel the cold, and also protective shin pads to avoid 
injury. We still have places in golf with Bryan, so please just let the office know if you would like to attend. We also are hoping 
to complete some special trips for children attending certain clubs later in the term including the Stadium of Light. 
 
It was also lovely to see so many parents at class curriculum meetings this week. Parents had a real opportunity to see how 
class arrangements and timetables work, as well as understand the high expectations we have at Sacred Heart. This is a 
tremendously important time in the life of both you and your child and we appreciate any support you can give with your child 
at home. 
 
Friends met this week to plan the term ahead and will contact all parents about plans for the term via their Facebook page. As 
always we are looking for new members to help support the work that Friends do in school. This summer the Friends have 
managed to bring a large storage container to SHB which is absolutely brilliant and will help with so many storage issues we 
have at school. 
 
On Wednesday our Y3 children enjoyed their first swimming lessons at Blaydon Swimming Pool. I was delighted that 
everyone had the correct kit and children listened to instructors so carefully. I was also delighted to welcome over 60 children 
to Football on Wednesday with nearly everyone wearing shin pads.  Next week we will start to select pupils to represent the 
school in Athletics, Cross Country and Netball initially with our goal of making sure that everyone has the chance to represent 
SHB at some point.  

 
Richard Bell our catering manager visited school this week to see how our new school menus 
are going down with the children. Last term our parents completed our online questionnaire 
about our school meals and we have listened to parental comments and actioned as many as 
possible. In the next few weeks we hope to give opportunities for all parents to sample the new 
menus and give us feedback. 
 
Finally, I really feel for parents when we cannot identify lost uniform with no labels. Sadly, 
every year we have children who lose uniform due to clothes not being labelled. Can I ask 
everyone to label uniform clearly or, better still, attach printed labels so we can return uniform 
that gets lost. Reception parents will be asked to complete a short questionnaire in the coming 
weeks, regarding the arrangements for this year’s new starters. In time, your views will be 
collated, and full analysis of outcomes will be circulated to all parents. 
 
Well done to all who took part in the Great North Run last weekend. Our very own Miss Walker 
took part to raise money for Save the Children. We are also very proud of one of our Y4 pupils 
who not only took part, but came 4th in his heat of the Junior Great North Run. Well done! 
 

 
NEWS 
  
Taekwondo Superstar: One of our Y6 boys had a very exciting weekend last weekend as he passed another grading exam 
to help him on his road to reaching his black belt. He has worked very hard over the years and is extremely committed to this 
sport. We wish him all the best for his next challenge. 
 



New Buddies: Early on Monday morning, Year 6 paid a visit to our new Reception class on their first full day at school. Year 6 
were very excited to meet their new buddies who had been picked for them by Miss Reid and Mrs Gritton. After an introduction 
in the classroom we went outside to play with our new friends. All of the children got along brilliantly and they are already 
looking forward to the coming weeks, making sure their buddies settle in well to school.  
 
Little Hearts: This week we had our first session with Mr Evans. The children listened to his instructions and they ran, walked, 
found spots to sit on. Well done everyone. 

 
Genes for Jeans: On Friday 22 September wear your jeans to school on Jeans for Genes Day in 
return for a suggested donation of £1.00! Sometimes a tiny difference in someone’s genes can cause 
problems with the way their body works. There are more than 4000 recognised genetic disorders, and 
many more that doctors have yet to give a name to. Every half hour a baby is born in the UK with a 
genetic birth defect or disorder which could seriously affect their lives. Jeans for Genes helps to 
provide help, support and information for children and their families, and invests in ground breaking 
research into genetic conditions. With your help, Jeans for Genes can improve the lives of as many 
affected families as possible, no matter how rare their condition. 
 

Schools Council: A big welcome to our new School Council members! The team have already had their first meeting with 
Mrs Gritton. The Council members met to discuss how we could encourage children around the school to have a more 
positive mind-set. We discussed the difference between a fixed and a growth mind-set and thought of ideas of how we could 
promote a growth mind-set among the school. Council members suggested to make posters that could be put around school 
to help children understand what a growth mind-set is and how they can adapt to this. The posters will be put around school 
next week! 

Relaxed Readers: This week in Year 6, Miss Reid set up some flexible seating around the classroom so that some of the 
children could enjoy reading with their feet up - quite literally. Reading is such an excellent way for the children to not only 
relax, but to fuel their imagination. Exposing children to a vast range of books will also help them to expand their vocabulary 
and their understanding of a lot of the grammar that is used within our language, something which is invaluable (especially in 
Year 6).  

Year 5 Place Value Game: Two children were picked to play against 
each other. They took turns to pick a numbered card and placed the 
number in a place value column ranging from ones to millions. The 
aim of the game was to make the biggest number possible. The 
children soon realised that bigger single digit numbers needed to be 
placed with the higher place value columns and smaller single digit 
numbers needed to be placed at the lower place value columns. 
Once all the cards had been picked, the class read both numbers. 
The children then played this game in pairs with cards.  

Year 2A: We were delighted to hear who has been chosen this year 
by their friends and staff to be on our Eco-Council and School 
Council. Daisy and Lucas were excited to be eco-warriors and had 
great ideas about how we can help to save the planet. Zak and Anna 
were excited for the school council meetings and have got lots of 

ideas of things they would like to buy for playtimes. We are very proud of you all and think you are all going to do a fantastic 
job this year. Well done.  

Year 2B: Let’s ‘paws’ for thought! In Year 2B, we have started our Hook of the Book with ‘The Bear and the Piano’ and I am 
so impressed with our reading and writing. We have also had a new pupil beginning their Year 2 journey and I would like to 
thank all pupils and staff for their support and kindness as we welcome them to our school 

Operation Encompass: Since launching in March 2019, Operation Encompass –‘The Next Steps’ have worked in partnership 
with almost all 626 schools in the Northumbria Police Area to help and support domestic abuse victims and children 
experiencing domestic abuse. The project has already delivered PSHE sessions to over 14,000 children. Some of the children 
in Sacred Heart will be receiving an age appropriate PSHE lesson on Thursday 19 September (the content is available to view 
on the website). There will be a drop in session after school from 3-3.30pm if parents would like some more information. 

Come Dine With Us For Lunch: We will be welcoming our parents and grandparents (or family members) to our Come Dine 
with us sessions this term. Dates are at the end of the bulletin. A meal is £3.20 per adult, bookable through ParentPay now. 
Please note places are very limited and to ensure each child has a fair chance to bring an adult it will initially be released with 
one place per child. As food has to be ordered specially places are non-refundable. Please arrive for 11.20am on the day. 

 



Football: Over sixty children had a great time at football club 
on Wednesday. There were children of all ages from Year 1 to 
Year 6 who all played fantastically well. Can we please 
remind parents to ensure that your children bring some shin 
pads to football club so that they are safe when playing? 
Many thanks 

Craft Club: Miss Wise and Mrs McCarron had a fantastic time 
with the KS2 craft club this week. The children designed and 

decorated a cloth bag to keep all of their amazing creations in until the end of the term.  

Cake Sales: Please check the dates at the end of the newsletter for the upcoming class cake 

sales for each year group. These cake sales allow the opportunity for the children to have a 
little treat during the week. They also raise much needed funds for each class, which goes 
towards buying crafts for the Christmas Craft Enterprise Day. We encourage parents to kindly 
contribute some cakes on their child's class cake sale and to give a small amount of money 
each to purchase some cakes. Please remember that all proceeds go straight back to the 
children. Many thanks. 

Heartzone: This year we have more staff and new resources to ensure the children have the 
best possible experience at Heartzone. Just to remind you, should you have forgotten during 
the summer break or indeed don’t know… a new booking slip must be completed for this 
academic year before your child attends (booking patterns from last academic year 
automatically continue on). Heartzone messages and bookings are no longer dealt with through 
the school office, you can contact them directly to book by emailing 
heartzone@sacredheartgateshead.org and/or sending a message via Whatsapp to the 
Heartzone telephone number - 07960391981 (please do not text). The booking will not be confirmed unless credit payment 
has been made on ParentPay in advance of the session(s). Any cancellations with less than 24 hours notice will still incur a 
charge. Also, bookings must be made before 2pm on the required day. 

Heartzone Room: As you know, Heartzone have been trialling a new home in the Y6 classroom, thank you to all of the 
parents who gave feedback on this the last two weeks. With your feedback in mind we have made the decision to move 
Heartzone to the two classrooms in the new build. This provides the children with two rooms of exciting activities, as well as 
outdoor space, and means staff can clearly see the adult(s) picking up through the secure glass doors. Please ensure you let 
grandparents, family members or friends that would pick up your child know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MEMOS AND REMINDERS 

Reception 2020 Admissions: If your child was born between 1 September 2015 and 31 August 2016. Your child is due to 
start reception class in September 2020. You can apply online for a school place from 9 September 2019 until 15 January 
2020. If you live in Gateshead please go to https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/2796/Primary-school-admissions and if you 
live in Durham please go to https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2191/Primary-school-places 

Secondary School Admissions: If your child was born between 1 September 2008 and 31 August 2009. Your child is due to 
start year 7 at secondary school in September 2020. You can apply online for a secondary school place from 9 September 
2019 to 31 October 2019. If you live in Gateshead please go to https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/2797/Secondary-school-
admissions and if you live in Durham please go to https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2194/Secondary-school-places 

Absence from School: Just to remind parents and carers to please ensure that you contact the school office on the first 
morning of your child’s absence from school.  

Driving notice: Please can we remind parents to drive slowly at all times. Some parents are still driving too fast, particularly 
round the bottom corner, where parents and children cross on their way to and from school. Please read our speed signs and 
take extra care and attention. Thank you.  

https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/2796/Primary-school-admissions
https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2191/Primary-school-places
https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/2797/Secondary-school-admissions
https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/2797/Secondary-school-admissions
https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2194/Secondary-school-places


Parking: For the health and safety of all of our children we must ask everyone to be considerate and park only in designated 
areas. We are as you know very busy during drop-off/pick-up times so please park sensibly at all times and drive slowly. We 
have large areas to park opposite the graveyard and just outside of the main entrance. Please do pass on that there is a strict 
no parking zone around the school gates – No one must park blocking the disabled bay and Byermoor path. Can I also please 
ask that parents park sensibly around the school and not in front of no parking areas, businesses or residential drives. 
With your support, I am sure that we will ensure this issue does not rear its head again this year.  

Morning gate: The gate will open daily at approximately 8:40am to allow parents to get to work promptly. In the event of 
heavy rain, pupils will be brought straight into the school hall. The children will however stay on the yard in the cold, wind and 
light rain as school starts at 8:50am. Families arrive and drop off various times between 8:40 and 8:50am as staff prepare 
class lessons. Parents are welcome to keep their children in the car until the bell at 8:50am if they feel the need to do so. 

Smart Appearance: How lovely to see all the children dressed so smartly in their beautiful school uniform. Please remember 
that school shoes must be black, flat soled and polishable – not trainers. Socks must be plain and grey with no bows or 
designs on them. No jewellery other than watches should be worn in school. If ears are pierced, this should be done at the 
start of the summer holidays so that studs can be removed in time for school. We respectfully request that extreme haircuts 
are avoided for example shaved heads, short haircuts including sculptured patterns and logos and dyed hair. If your child has 
long hair please ensure that it is tied back; this really helps to prevent the spread of head lice but is clearly also important for 
safety in PE. Can I also remind parents that hair products such as hair gel is not allowed. Thank you.  

Contents of Packed Lunches: Could I take this opportunity to remind parents that as an accredited Healthy 
School, packed lunch boxes must be nutritionally balanced and should not include fizzy drinks, chocolate or 
high fat crisps. By the same token, please try to increase the amount of fruit, yoghurt, brown bread, vegetables 
and unflavoured water, wherever you can. Nuts or foods containing nuts are not allowed. This is because of the 
number of children who have quite severe reactions, often life-threatening. Obviously these children avoid 
consuming nuts themselves but they can react in the same way if simply in a room where nuts can be found in 
another child’s lunch box. I am sure you will understand that we have to be very careful and I appreciate your 
support. 

Administering Medicine In School: If your child has short term prescribed medication (e.g. Antibiotics) 
that needs administering at school please complete our 'Prescribed Medication Consent Form'. If your 
child has an allergy or hayfever and needs prescribed medication (e.g. antihistamine) in school please 
complete our 'Allergy Card Form'. If your child has asthma and needs a prescribed inhaler in school 
please complete our 'Asthma Card Form'. The school will not accept medication unless it is in accordance 
with our Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy and Procedures and the appropriate form is 
completed and signed by the parent/carer of the pupil. Medicines must be in the original containers as 
dispensed by the pharmacy with a prescription sticker visible. Completed forms and prescribed medicines 
should be handed into the office – medication should never be sent into school with children/in book bags. 

Pick up Arrangements: Can we take this opportunity to remind parents of our picking up arrangements in order to prevent 
children going missing. We do not send children to parents at sight. Parents need to stand in the netball court and wait for 
children to be brought to the yard. Parents need to walk towards the staff member in turn to collect their child and return to the 
court. Children not collected will go to the back of the line until all children are collected. Children uncollected will be taken to 
the front of school for 5 minutes. Children still uncollected will be signed into Heart Zone. Parents need to take responsibility 
for their children as soon as they are collected as the school cannot take any responsibility for accidents and incidents in the 
yard after collection. A staff member will always be present on the gate until the final class has been released. 

Pupil Premium: Did you know that just by registering your child for Free School Meals it means that the school gets extra money? The Government 
is giving money to schools to help children from lower income families do their very best. This funding is called a ‘Pupil Premium’ and for every child 
registered, Sacred Heart gets £1320 this year.  Looked-after children and eligible pupils who have been adopted from care or leaving care under a 
special guardianship or residence order will attract a pupil premium of £2,300. And any Service Children with parents in the Armed Forces will attract 
£300. Please see the School Office if you have any questions in relation to this. Pupil Premium is spent on teaching support to deliver small group 
work focusing on reading, Maths, speech and language emotional, social and behaviour skills.  

 

How does it work?  
 
1. First, check if you qualify – it is not just if you are unemployed, so please look at the list below.  
2. Registering is really quick and easy – if you think you qualify, contact the FSM Team at Gateshead Council who will help you to register.   
3. If you want your child to have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime that’s great – they will get the free meal (saving you more than £400 a year), extra 
benefits and the school also gets £1320 extra.  
4. If you don’t want your child to have the school meals they can continue as normal – as long as you qualify and are registered, the school still gets 
£1320 extra. No one will know you have registered and it will not affect any other benefits you are claiming.   
 
Do you qualify? You can register your child for Free School Meals if you or your partner get any of these benefits:  

 Income Support 

 Income Based Job Seekers Allowance (JSA - IB) 

 Guarantee Pension Credit 

 Income Related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA Income Related) 

 Child Tax Credit - but not Working Tax Credit - and your income for Tax Credit purposes must be less than £16,190.00 (details are shown on 
your Tax Credit award notice) 

 Working Tax Credit Run-on 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 Universal Credit and your net earned family income is less than £7,400.  
 

You can apply in a number of ways, either online at www.gateshead.gov.uk, by calling 0191 433 3729 or by completing a paper application form which 
is available from school. 
 
 
 

https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/09/Administering-Prescribed-Medicine-Form.pdf
https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/09/Allergy-Card-Leaflet.pdf
https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/09/Asthma-Card-Leaflet.pdf


 

w.c Monday 16th September will be Autumn Menu - WEEK 3 

 
 

Weekly Assembly Awards: 

Brilliant Manners – Megan Y3 

Mathematician of the Week – Iris Y3                                 Writer of the Week – Lucy Y3 

Mrs Knox’s Award – India Y5                      Heartzone Hero Award- Olivia Y6, Sophie Y6, Oscar Y2B 
 
Pupils of the Week – Guy YR, Lucy Y1 Eilish Y1, Zak Y2A, Lucas Y2A, Y2B, Beau Y3, Izzy Y3, ImogenY3, Jasmine Y4, 

Maya Y4, Daniel Y4, Dominic Y5, Oliver Y5,  Ava Y6, Jamie Y6. 
 

Mr Naughton’s Golden Chair Award – Josie Y2A, Elliot Y2A, Reuben Y2B 
 

Little Hearts Award (Last week) - All of Little Hearts for settling into Pre-school so well.     
(This week) -  David  

 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES 
 
 

Wed 18 Sep: Reception Cake Sale 

Wed 18 Sep: Y5/6 Parents Lunch. Info to follow. 

Fri 20 Sep: Jeans for Genes non-uniform day. £1.00 

Tues 24 Sep: EYFS & KS1 Phonics Workshop @ 3.30pm 

Wed 25 Sep: Y1 Cake Sale 

Wed 25 Sep: Y4 Parents Lunch. Info to follow. 

Fri 27 Sep: Y6 Liturgy @ 9.00am 

Tues 1 Oct: Maths Workshops @ 3.30pm 

Wed 2 Oct: Y2A Cake Sale 

Thurs 3 Oct: Y3 Parents Lunch. Info to follow. 

Fri 4 Oct: Y2A Liturgy @ 9.00am  

Wed 9 Oct: Y2B Cake Sale 

Wed 9 Oct: Y2B Parents Lunch. Info to follow 

Fri 11 Oct: Individual and Family Group Photographs 

Wed 16 Oct: Y3 Cake Sale 

Wed 16 Oct: KS2 Grandparents Lunch. More info to follow 

Fri 18 Oct: Y5 Liturgy @ 9.00am 

Fri 18 Oct: School closes for half term 

Mon 28 Oct: Teacher Training Day 

Tues 29 Oct: School re-opens 

Wed 30 Oct: Y4 Cake Sale 

Wed 30 Oct: KS1 Grandparents Lunch. More info to follow 

Wed 6 Nov: Y5 Cake Sale 

Wed 6 Nov: Y2A Parents Lunch. More info to follow 

Fri 8 Nov: Y2B Liturgy @ 9.00am 

Wed 13 Nov: Y6 Cake Sale 

Wed 13 Nov: Y1 Parents Lunch. More info to follow 

Wed 20 Nov: Reception Parents Lunch. More info to follow 

Wed 27 Nov: Little Hearts Parents Lunch. More info to follow 

Thurs 19 Dec: School Closes for Christmas 

Fri 20 Dec: Teacher Training Day 

 

 
 
 
 
 

On behalf of Fr Dixon, staff and governors may I wish you a happy weekend.  

God Bless. 

Mr Naughton 
 

 

 

 

 

EYFS & KS1 Phonics Workshop  

Tuesday 24th September  

3.30pm- 4.00pm 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COME DINE WITH US 
Year 5/6 – Wednesday 18th September 

Year 4 – Wednesday 25th September 

Year 3 - Thursday 3rd October 

Year 2B – Wednesday 9th October 

KS2 Grandparents Lunch - Wednesday 16th October 

KS1 Grandparents Lunch - Wednesday 30th October 

Year 2A - Wednesday 6th November 

Year 1 - Wednesday 13th November 

Reception - Wednesday 20th November 

Little Hearts - Wednesday 27th November 

Christmas Dinner - TBC 
 

£3.20 per adults, bookable through ParentPay. Please put the name 

of the adult attending in the notes box when booking. Places are very 

limited. As food has to be ordered in advance, places are non-

refundable. Please arrive for 11.20am (Y3 Grandparents to arrive at 

12.30pm on Wednesday 16th October). 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


