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Congratulations to Year 6, Year 2 and Year 2B who had 100% attendance this week 
Well done to ALL CLASSES our 95% target 

 This week our overall attendance was 99%  
Please ensure you make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us achieve our target 

 

Class Reception Year 1 Year 2A Year 2B Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Attendance 99% 99% 99% 100% 99% 99% 100% 100% 
 

Poor punctuality means your child misses valuable learning time and that lessons are disrupted for 
all other pupils. Please make sure that your children are in the yard by 8.45am every day. 
 

 
Dear Parents, Grandparents & Parishioners 
 

A warm welcome back to everyone, we hope you’ve all had a brilliant 
summer holiday. A huge congratulations must go to the new Reception 
class children, who completed their half days this week and are already 
full of confidence. This year we have 267 pupils in school. Can I also 
make a huge welcome to all new families who have joined our school in various year groups for the year.  
 

A new term is never easy for parents, with preparation and financial outlay, so a big thank you from all of us at Sacred Heart, 
as the children look fantastic in their polished shoes and smart uniforms. We would appreciate if parents could continue to 
support us over the next term with homework support. Communication with class Teachers will continue this year via Dojo, 
parents must comply with our terms of use at all times. News parents will need to agree to this. Teachers will also be posting 
updates on class blogs, which are on our website, please keep an eye out for posts.  All parents are invited to our annual 
Curriculum Parents evening, taking place in each class next week from 3.20 pm on Tuesday 10th September. It’s a great 
chance to see what the children will learn and how you can play a big part in their learning.  
 

As well as a huge amount of curriculum clubs starting next week, we will again be running a Homework Club for all those 
children that can't get online to complete their homework so please come along. Golf Club begins on Mondays at 8am with 
Bryan, which is always a great way to start the day. We have a selection of clubs for everyone from languages to Eco Science. 
Heart Zone and Breakfast Club are on daily for parents who need wrap around care, so please contact the school office for 
further details. 
 

The children have quickly settled into new class routines, and I have to say that the behaviour has been exemplary throughout 
the week - a big well done is due to everyone.  
 
 

September can be a very warm month, so can I again ask parents to make sure that children have hats and sun cream 
applied in the morning when they feel it is necessary. Can we also ask that all children have a warm coat for those not so 
warm days. 
 
As this weekend is Father Kevin Dixon’s last weekend in our parishes, you are all invited to a Mass to mark his departure on 
Saturday 7th September. 5:45pm Mass at Sacred Heart or Sunday 8th September 10:30am Mass of Thanksgiving  at St 
Joseph’s Church (there is no mass at St Patrick’s Dipton on Sunday this week as it is a joint Mass of Thanksgiving to mark 
Father Kevin’s departure). 
 
Finally, our weekly newsletter is a really important way of staying in touch. Please do take the time to read and digest it. 
Newsletters are sent home via email on a Friday afternoon and posted on Facebook. If you haven’t yet signed up to this 
electronic communication service, please do so as this will ensure that it doesn’t get lost on the way home. Each newsletter is 
also published on the school website under the ‘Parent’ section (then click on ‘Newsletters’) on the bar of the home page. We 
look forward to a happy and positive year ahead and working once again in partnership with you all. 
 
NEWS 
  
Curriculum Workshops: As it’s the beginning of a new term I’m delighted to invite all parents for an information evening on 

Tuesday 10 September from 3.30pm – 4.30pm. The curriculum evening will provide parents and carers with opportunities to:  

 Meet with staff in an informal setting 

 Understand how the school day, including clubs is organised and homework expectations 

 Learn more about resources used by staff including maths and literacy 

 Discover how they can support their children with their learning 

 Understand how we communicate daily 
 

Maths Workshops: This year’s maths workshops take place in each class on Tuesday 1 October at 3.30pm– don’t miss out 

as you’ll pick up lots of tips on how to support your child’s learning. 

 



Music: Lessons with our music teachers will begin on next week for all instruments. 
Children who have own their own instruments will be required to bring them into school 
each week, those that will be hiring an instrument will receive these in their first lesson. 
Children who have elected to take up keyboard do not need to bring instruments in with 
them, but will use a school-owned keyboard.  

Clubs: Apologies to anyone who has missed out on the opportunity of joining an after 
school club. There will be more chances during the year to sign up and we will keep in 
mind those who haven’t signed up this time round.  
 
Reception: What a first week the Reception children have had. They have loved 
exploring all of our resources and the outside area and have done such a good job 
getting to know our routine. They are very excited to have their lunch in school next 
week. Keep your eyes peeled for our first full class photograph on our Facebook page. 
 
Year 1: Year 1 have enjoyed their first week back and have wowed me with their positive 
attitude to learning and their fantastic behaviour. They have had lots of fun learning about 
autumn and building their very own hedgehog hotel. Great work Year 1! 
 

Year 2A: We have had a lovely first week back at school sharing their holiday adventures 

and catching up with friends. We have been doing lots of 'showing off' jobs in class and 
demonstrating how ready we are for Year 2. As a treat for working so hard we now have 
some new fish to look after. 
 
Year 2B: After a well-deserved summer break, Year 2B have returned to school eager 
and ready to learn. I am already so impressed and can see there will be huge progress 
this year. A new academic year is a very exciting time and we are going to work together 
to achieve amazing things. Miss Watson. 
 

Year 3: What a fantastic week Year 3 have had! The children came back raring to go in 
KS2. They started the week by learning how to use watercolours to create some beautiful 
Autumn Art for our new Creative topic. On Thursday, we looked at internet safety and 
wrote down 5 ways we can stay safe online. We have had a very positive week and the 
children have made Miss Walker and Mrs Robinson-Crow very proud. Well done 
 
Year 4: Year 4 have made a fantastic start to the new school year, which is of no surprise 
to Miss Wise and Miss Shield. After spending some time settling back in on Tuesday, the 
children were straight back into the swing of things and have demonstrated their ability 
within the year 4 curriculum throughout the rest of the week. We have learnt about states 
of matter, using Roman numerals to count to 100 and researched the famous 
Tutankhamun. 
 
Year 5: The Year 5 children have had a great first week and really impressed Mr Woods 
with their behaviour and attitude. They have completed some fun activities this week 
including making bookmarks and drawing self-portraits and are all looking forward to 
another year at Sacred Heart. Keep a close eye on the Year 5 blog on the Sacred Heart 
website to see some of the things they have been getting up to this year. 
 
Year 6: This week in Year 6 we have begun to look at the topics that we are going to be 
covering over the next half term. Their attitude and behaviour has been phenomenal this 
week: both Miss Reid and Miss Dodd have been extremely impressed. They have a crazy 
final year ahead of them but if they keep this up it will be a breeze. Thank you for a great 
start 
 
Cake Sales: Please check the dates at the end of the newsletter for the upcoming class 
cake sales for each year group. These cake sales allow the opportunity for the children to 

have a little treat during the week. They also raise much 
needed funds for each class, which goes towards buying 
crafts for the Christmas Craft Enterprise Day. We encourage 
parents to kindly contribute some cakes on their child's class 
cake sale and to give a small amount of money each   week to purchase some cakes. Please 
remember that all proceeds go straight back to the children. Many thanks. 

Come Dine With Us For Lunch: We will be welcoming our parents and grandparents (or family 
members) to our Come Dine With Us sessions this term. Dates are at the end of the bulletin. A 
meal is £3.20 per adult, bookable through ParentPay (we will notify you when the payment items 
go live). Please note places are very limited and to ensure each child has a fair chance to bring an 
adult it will initially be released with one place per child. As food has to be ordered specially places 
are non-refundable. Please arrive for 11.20am on the day. 

Hadrian’s Hiker: A huge, fantastic well done to one of our Year 4 children who finished walking 
Hadrian's Wall during the summer holidays! He did amazingly well walking from Segedunum to 
Bowness on Solway. Photo was taken at the finish point in Bowness on Solway. 



Tiny Hearts: Our baby and toddler group returns on Tuesday 10th September 9:15am until 11am. Come alone to join in on all 
the fun!  

Heartzone: This year we have more staff and new resources to ensure the children have the best possible experience at 
Heartzone. Just to remind you, should you have forgotten during the summer break or indeed don’t know… a new booking slip 
must be completed for this academic year before your child attends (booking patterns from last academic year automatically 
continue on). Heartzone messages and bookings are no longer dealt with through the school office, you can contact them 
directly to book by emailing heartzone@sacredheartgateshead.org and/or sending a message via Whatsapp to the Heartzone 
telephone number - 07960391981 (please do not text). The booking will not be confirmed unless credit payment has been 
made on ParentPay in advance of the session(s). Any cancellations with less than 24 hours notice will still incur a charge. 
Also, bookings must be made before 2pm on the required day 

Heartzone Pickup: Parents arriving to collect children from Heartzone must now go through the yard gate and ring the 
doorbell on the Y6 stairwell/First Aid Zone door. Heartzone this year will take place in the Y6 classroom and the school hall. 
No parents will be able to collect children from the front entrance or enter the school building. 

 

MEMOS AND REMINDERS 

Reception 2020 Admissions: If your child was born between 1 September 2015 and 31 August 2016. Your child is due to 
start reception class in September 2020. You can apply online for a school place from 9 September 2019 until 15 January 
2020. If you live in Gateshead please go to https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/2796/Primary-school-admissions and if you 
live in Durham please go to https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2191/Primary-school-places 

Secondary School Admissions: If your child was born between 1 September 2008 and 31 August 2009. Your child is due to 
start year 7 at secondary school in September 2020. You can apply online for a secondary school place from 9 September 
2019 to 31 October 2019. If you live in Gateshead please go to https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/2797/Secondary-school-
admissions and if you live in Durham please go to https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2194/Secondary-school-places 

Absence from School: Just to remind parents and carers to please ensure that you contact the school office on the first 
morning of your child’s absence from school.  

Driving notice: Please can we remind parents to drive slowly at all times. Some parents are still driving too fast, particularly 
round the bottom corner, where parents and children cross on their way to and from school. Please read our speed signs and 
take extra care and attention. Thank you.  

Parking: For the health and safety of all of our children we must ask everyone to be considerate and park only in designated 
areas. We are as you know very busy during drop-off/pick-up times so please park sensibly at all times and drive slowly. We 
have large areas to park opposite the graveyard and just outside of the main entrance. Please do pass on that there is a strict 
no parking zone around the school gates – No one must park blocking the disabled bay and Byermoor path. Can I also please 
ask that parents park sensibly around the school and not in front of no parking areas, businesses or residential drives. 
With your support, I am sure that we will ensure this issue does not rear its head again this year.  

Morning gate: The gate will open daily at approximately 8:40am to allow parents to get to work promptly. In the event of 
heavy rain, pupils will be brought straight into the school hall. The children will however stay on the yard in the cold, wind and 
light rain as school starts at 8:50am. Families arrive and drop off various times between 8:40 and 8:50am as staff prepare 
class lessons. Parents are welcome to keep their children in the car until the bell at 8:50am if they feel the need to do so. 

Smart Appearance: How lovely to see all the children dressed so smartly in their beautiful school uniform. Please remember 
that school shoes must be black, flat soled and polishable – not trainers. Socks must be plain and grey with no bows or 
designs on them. No jewellery other than watches should be worn in school. If ears are pierced, this should be done at the 
start of the summer holidays so that studs can be removed in time for school. We respectfully request that extreme haircuts 
are avoided for example shaved heads, short haircuts including sculptured patterns and logos and dyed hair. If your child has 
long hair please ensure that it is tied back; this really helps to prevent the spread of head lice but is clearly also important for 
safety in PE. Can I also remind parents that hair products such as hair gel is not allowed. Thank you.  

https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/2796/Primary-school-admissions
https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2191/Primary-school-places
https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/2797/Secondary-school-admissions
https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/2797/Secondary-school-admissions
https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/2194/Secondary-school-places


Contents of Packed Lunches: Could I take this opportunity to remind parents that as an accredited Healthy 
School, packed lunch boxes must be nutritionally balanced and should not include fizzy drinks, chocolate or 
high fat crisps. By the same token, please try to increase the amount of fruit, yoghurt, brown bread, vegetables 
and unflavoured water, wherever you can. Nuts or foods containing nuts are not allowed. This is because of the 
number of children who have quite severe reactions, often life-threatening. Obviously these children avoid 
consuming nuts themselves but they can react in the same way if simply in a room where nuts can be found in 
another child’s lunch box. I am sure you will understand that we have to be very careful and I appreciate your 
support. 

Administering Medicine In School: If your child has short term prescribed medication (e.g. Antibiotics) 
that needs administering at school please complete our 'Prescribed Medication Consent Form'. If your 
child has an allergy or hayfever and needs prescribed medication (e.g. antihistamine) in school please 
complete our 'Allergy Card Form'. If your child has asthma and needs a prescribed inhaler in school 
please complete our 'Asthma Card Form'. The school will not accept medication unless it is in accordance 
with our Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy and Procedures and the appropriate form is 
completed and signed by the parent/carer of the pupil. Medicines must be in the original containers as 
dispensed by the pharmacy with a prescription sticker visible. Completed forms and prescribed medicines 
should be handed into the office – medication should never be sent into school with children/in book bags. 

School Meals: School lunches at SHB are both tasty and nutritionally balanced. If you would like your child to enjoy a hot 
meal at lunch time, please speak to Miss Frost in our School Office. As the lunches are prepared and cooked on the premises 
each day, our cook Janice can easily accommodate changes to the numbers. The cost of school meals is again not increasing 
from £2.20 a day [£11.00 per week (Gateshead schools average cost is £2.60). Could I also take this opportunity to remind 
parents and carers that our school adheres to a strict ‘nut free policy’, and thank you for your support in keeping to snacks and 
lunch boxes which are entirely nut free and, of course, are healthy, in line with our ‘healthy school’ status. 

Pick up Arrangements: Can we take this opportunity to remind parents of our picking up arrangements in order to prevent 
children going missing. We do not send children to parents at sight. Parents need to stand in the netball court and wait for 
children to be brought to the yard. Parents need to walk towards the staff member in turn to collect their child and return to the 
court. Children not collected will go to the back of the line until all children are collected. Children uncollected will be taken to 
the front of school for 5 minutes. Children still uncollected will be signed into Heart Zone. Parents need to take responsibility 
for their children as soon as they are collected as the school cannot take any responsibility for accidents and incidents in the 
yard after collection. A staff member will always be present on the gate until the final class has been released. 

Swimming (Y3): Children in Years 3 will access two key areas of the PE National Curriculum at Blaydon Leisure Centre. They 
will access an hours swimming lesson. These sessions will take place on Wednesday mornings and the children will leave 
school at 10.15am. Children will need a suitable kit on this day to include a one-piece costume / swimming trunks (no large 
shorts allowed), goggles if you prefer, towel and a PE bag of some sort, with all items clearly labelled. Swimming hats will be 
provided free of charge. Children will swim for two terms initially this academic year and we appreciate parental contributions 
towards bus costs. The cost for the Autumn Term will be £45.00 (£3 a week) per child payable via your ParentPay account.  
 
The curriculum states that all schools must provide swimming instruction in either key stage 1 or 2, to teach pupils to do the 
following: Swim competently, confidently and proficiently over a distance of at least 25 metres; Use a range of strokes 
effectively – for example, front crawl, backstroke and breaststroke; Perform safe self-rescue in different water-based 
situations. Once a pupil has reached these goals there is no obligation for schools to continue to provide swimming tuition. 
However, we feel it is important to continue to offer swimming tuition to the children on a rolling programme, regardless of 
whether or not they have achieved these goals, to allow our pupils to develop more confidence and to improve their personal 
skills. Unfortunately, school cannot cover the cost of this with the Primary PE and Sports Premium as the conditions make it 
clear that funding should not be used to deliver the minimum requirements of the national curriculum, including those 
prescribed for swimming. We cover the full cost of the swimming lessons ourselves, however there is also an additional cost of 
the weekly bus to and from the pool, as well as the sports session the children take part in. Due to budget constraints and to 
allow us to allocate our budget fairly across all areas of the curriculum we ask parents if they can make a contribution of £3 per 
week to partially help cover the cost. Please note this is ‘voluntary’ and pupils will not be treated any differently whether their 
parents have paid or not. However, it may mean that we will be forced to review which pupils we can offer swimming provision 
to in future years, in light of whether or not they can confidently meet the national curriculum targets above, which is 
something we really would like to avoid. 
 
 
 

Weekly Assembly Awards: 

Brilliant Manners –Feargus (Y3) 

Mathematician of the Week – Charley (Y3)                                                       Writer of the Week – Matthew (Y3) 

Mrs Knox’s Award – India (Y5)                      Heartzone Hero Award- Olivia (Y6), Hannah (Y6), Charlotte (Y6) 
 

Pupils of the Week – The whole of Reception class, John (Y1), Charlie (Y2A), Ava (Y2B), Jamie (Y3), Alesha (Y3), 
Paige (Y3),  Oliver (Y4), Logan (Y4), Isla (Y4), Beth (Y5), Isaac (Y5), Alfie (Y5), Oliver (Y6), Olivia (Y6) 

  
Mr Naughton’s Golden Chair Award – Christopher (Y4), Leylan (Y4) 

 
 
 

https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/09/Administering-Prescribed-Medicine-Form.pdf
https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/09/Allergy-Card-Leaflet.pdf
https://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/3799-sacredheart/uploads/2019/09/Asthma-Card-Leaflet.pdf


 

w.c Monday 9th September will be Autumn Menu - WEEK 2 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES 
 
 

Mon 9 Sep: Music & School Clubs begin 

Tues 10 Sep: Curriculum Parents Meetings.  3.30pm 

Wed 11 Sep: Little Hearts Cake Sale 

Wed 18 Sep: Reception Cake Sale 

Wed 18 Sep: Y5/6 Parents Lunch. Info to follow. 

Fri 20 Sep: Jeans for Gene’s non-uniform day. £1.00 

Tues 24 Sep: EYFS & KS1 Phonics Workshop @ 3.30pm 

Wed 25 Sep: Y1 Cake Sale 

Wed 25 Sep: Y4 Parents Lunch. Info to follow. 

Tues 1 Oct: Maths Workshops @ 3.30pm 

Wed 2 Oct: Y2A Cake Sale 

Thurs 3 Oct: Y3 Parents Lunch. Info to follow.  

Wed 9 Oct: Y2B Cake Sale 

Wed 9 Oct: Y2B Parents Lunch. Info to follow 

Fri 11 Oct: Individual and Family Group Photographs 

 

Wed 16 Oct: Y3 Cake Sale 

Wed 16 Oct: KS2 Grandparents Lunch. More info to follow 

Fri 18 Oct: School closes for half term 

Mon 28 Oct: Teacher Training Day 

Tues 29 Oct: School re-opens 

Wed 30 Oct: Y4 Cake Sale 

Wed 30 Oct: KS1 Grandparents Lunch. More info to follow 

Wed 6 Nov: Y5 Cake Sale 

Wed 6 Nov: Y2A Parents Lunch. More info to follow 

Wed 13 Nov: Y6 Cake Sale 

Wed 13 Nov: Y1 Parents Lunch. More info to follow 

Wed 20 Nov: Reception Parents Lunch. More info to follow 

Wed 27 Nov: Little Hearts Parents Lunch. More info to follow 

Thurs 19 Dec: School Closes for Christmas 

Fri 20 Dec: Teacher Training Day 

 

 
 
 
 

On behalf of Fr Dixon, staff and governors may I wish you a happy weekend.  

God Bless. 

Mr Naughton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CURRICULUM EVENINGS 

Tuesday 10th September  

3.30pm- 4.30pm 

AVAILABLE TO ALL PARENTS FROM ALL YEAR 

GROUPS 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGN UP VIA 

PARENTPAY 

COME DINE WITH US 
Year 5/6 – Wednesday 18th September 

Year 4 – Wednesday 25th September 

Year 3 - Thursday 3rd October 

Year 2B – Wednesday 9th October 

KS2 Grandparents Lunch - Wednesday 16th October 

KS1 Grandparents Lunch - Wednesday 30th October 

Year 2A - Wednesday 6th November 

Year 1 - Wednesday 13th November 

Reception - Wednesday 20th November 

Little Hearts - Wednesday 27th November 

Christmas Dinner - TBC 
 

Info on booking to follow next week – please keep an eye on your 

emails and our Facebook page!  



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


