
 
 

 
      Well done to ALL CLASSES who achieved our 95% target 

This week, our overall attendance was 96% 
Please ensure you make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us achieve our 

target. 
 

Class Reception Year 1 A Year 1 B Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Attendance 98% 95% 96% 97% 96% 97% 96% 97% 
 

Poor punctuality means your child misses valuable learning time and that lessons are disrupted for  

all other pupils. Please make sure that your children are in the yard by 8.45am every day. 
 

   
 

 

 
 

 
 

Dear parents, grandparents & parishioners, 
 

It was great to be back this week after experiencing such lovely weather over the short holiday. We are now heading 
into the latter end of the Lenten Term. Fr Dixon is looking forward to seeing children and parents in church on Ash 
Wednesday next week as we begin Lent. The Lenten service will begin at 9.30 am at Sacred Heart Church. The children 
from each class will present promises during the offertory for Fr Dixon to bless. 
 

Children have been preparing for Lent this week in so many ways. Firstly, it was lovely to see so many families support 
Miss Reid's class liturgy in the school hall. Each child contributed so well to the liturgy. Miss Reid's class will now look 
forward to the final leavers’ assembly in July which we will celebrate together as a school community. There was also a 
fantastic turn out for Mrs Coates’ beautiful Liturgy today. Well done to all the children. We also held a Lent themed 
assembly this week and the children have begun to think about their Lenten sacrifices and promises. We pray that they 
can keep them for as long as possible. During the six weeks of Lent, we concentrate on moving closer to God. During 
this time, we ask ourselves, "What do we need to stop doing or start doing to be a very good person like God made 
me?" Therefore, we will try and keep three Lenten disciplines to train our hearts in love; we are called to pray, fast and 
give alms. We will certainly help the children to pray more and encourage the other two within the school if possible. 
This Lent we will again be carrying out a Penny Challenge and Fun Run - Please start sending in all pennies or lose 
change each week up until Easter. Please see below for dates. We 
will again be supporting a number of charities including Zambia, 
Disability North east and Pink Breast Cancer. 
 

This week our school girls football team has been competing against 
a number of school and results will follow next week. Thanks to Mrs 
Shield for taking the girls. The girls are part of a 70 strong football club 
that train every Wednesday from Y1 to Y6.  
 

Thank you to all parents who attended this weeks Y6 residential 
meeting regarding Weardale. Please can parents notify ASAP if they 
would like your child to attend this amazing opportunity. A letter will be 
sent out next week with all information in case you missed anything, 
so keep an eye out. 
 

Reception class had a fantastic visit to the Centre for Life this week 
and I was delighted to see that they had behaved impeccably. The 
children recounted so many stories and I hope the parents enjoyed the 
photos. 
 

It’s less than two weeks now to our first residential of the year. Y5 will 
soon be on their travels to Kingswood in Hexham for 3 days of outdoor 
adventurous learning soon to be followed by Y4. Mrs Gritton's space 
camp is also just over a week away as Y2 children will spend a night 
under the stars at Sacred Heart watching the night sky and taking part 
in Space type activities. Thank you again to all staff for giving up time 
away from families.  
 

 I am delighted to announce that this years First Holy Communion will take place on April 28th at 12 pm. This is going 
to be a wonderful occasion for the families involved. Jennifer and Claire are still working hard to prepare the children 
with Fr Dixon but would like everyone to come along and support the children on the day. Refreshments will also be 
served in the school hall after the service. 
 

Finally, this week we sent parents information regarding Momo. Can I again draw your attention to the parents’ guide 
attached to the newsletter. This has also been followed up in class and assemblies this week sensitively. Keeping 
children safe on social media platforms and online devices is extremely important. YouTube seems to be a particularly 
vulnerable site at the moment. Please make sure you know what your child is accessing. Our filters in schools are very 
good and have been improved again today by our IT department to prevent cyber nuisances such as Momo being seen 
in school. 
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NEWS 

 
 

 

Head Lice –We seem to have a recurring problem of head lice in school. Many parents are 

understandably upset by this. The only way we are going to eradicate head lice in our school is if all 

parents are extra vigilant and treat their children at the first sign. This means a nightly check of your 

children’s hair and use of shampoos, lotions and of course, the ‘nit comb’ if you spot them! Parents 

can access treatment for head lice via their GP; available on prescription, free to children. Amazon 

also sell an electronic ‘nit comb’ which apparently ‘zaps’ them, priced approx. £15. You can also buy a fab comb called 

a "nitty gritty" comb that is specially shaped to remove the eggs.  In addition, it would help if girls with longer hair had it 

tied up or dressed in a plait. If staff inform me that they have spotted head lice in a pupil’s hair, I will personally check to 

confirm and then contact parents/carers directly to discuss treatment. Many thanks in anticipation of your full cooperation 

with this matter.  
 

World Book Day: This is the 22nd year there’s been a World Book Day, and on 7th March 2019, 

children of all ages will come together to appreciate reading, very loudly and very happily. The main 

aim of World Book Day in the UK and Ireland is to encourage children to explore the pleasures of 

books and reading. The children have already been offered free book tokens, before the half term, 

and now we are ready to celebrate with the nation. On Thursday 7th March, all children are invited 

to come to school in fancy dress inspired by their favourite book character. Even the teachers will 

be joining in. We will then celebrate the day with plenty of activities inspired by well-loved books 

and classics. 
 

CBBC Stars: Last week two of our Year 5 girls were on CBBC in Danny and Mick, a programme about a pair of hapless 

leisure centre staff, filmed in the North East. It’s on the iPlayer if you want to catch it- its episode 9! A big well done from 

everyone at Sacred Heart.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Well done to a boy in Year 4 and his football team for winning a football 

tournament in Durham earlier this week. They played the game in the 

right spirit with great sportsmanship. They didn’t lose one game! We’re 

very proud of everyone who played.  
 
 

Lenten Penny Challenge: It is that time again where we ask everyone 

to start collecting pennies in classes for our Annual Lenten Penny 

Challenge. This has raised well over a thousand pounds over the years 

we have taken part, and all money has directly supported our Zambian 

Friends at the Belauni Special Street School. 80 children have now been granted an education since we started this 

sponsorship project. Please start sending in pennies - every little counts. The Penny Challenge will take place on 

Monday 1st April at 10.40am. 
 

 

Lenten Fun Run: This is one of our biggest fundraisers of the year, with this year’s chosen charities being Disability 

North East, Pink Breast Cancer and Zambia Charities. A portion of funds raised will also go towards our school council 

trip to London. The Fun Run will take place at 2.00pm on Wednesday 3rd April. It will be over a timed period of 15 

minutes on the school premises and parents are welcome to take part or watch. Sponsor sheets will be sent out over 

the next few weeks. 
 

A full list of Lenten activities are included in the date’s section of the newsletter. Next week, we have Miss Wise’s class 

liturgy on Friday at 9am in the hall. We also look forward to our upcoming parent consultation evenings which take place 

on Monday 11th March and Monday 18th March.  
 

Haircuts: We respectfully request that extreme haircuts are avoided for example shaved heads, short haircuts including 

sculptured patterns and logos and dyed hair. If your child has long hair please ensure that it is tied back; this really helps 

to prevent the spread of head lice but is clearly also important for safety in PE. Can I also remind parents that hair 

products such as hair gel is not allowed. Thank you. 



 
 

Reception Class have finished off their Space topic amazingly with a visit to the Centre for Life. They currently have 

their moon and aliens’ exhibition and the children also went into the planetarium. They had a fantastic day and were so 

well behaved. One child said "I've had such a good day! I wish we could go there every day!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y6 Booster: This week, since it was so unusually warm, we decided to take booster outdoors. On Wednesday we 

completed our maths challenges in the sun, whilst on Thursday we wrote some beautiful descriptions of the setting 

around our school. The attendance to booster has been phenomenal so please let's keep up this hard work, Year 6. 
 

Year 6 Liturgy: On Wednesday, Year 6 hosted their last 

ever liturgy in the school hall (there last one will be their 

leavers mass which will take place in church in July). The 

children worked unbelievably hard to prepare for this. They 

chose a topic, relevant scripture, how they wanted to gather, 

respond and go forth. They even wrote the script and 

booklet for parents on the day. Miss Reid was incredibly 

proud and I'm almost certain everyone else who was there 

was too. Thanks again for such a great attendance. 

Half term homework: Over half term, Year 6 were asked to 

make an animal for them to add to our focal point of our 

liturgy. They were told that they could do whatever they 

wanted, as long as they had something to put down. Some 

of the things that were brought in were amazing. We had 

everything from hand sewn sock sloths and felt dolphins, to 

sequin and feather peacocks, cotton eagles and printed 

turtles. Excellent effort, well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Year 5 - How planets move in our solar system. We began the lesson by 

discussing the meaning of ‘orbit’ and ‘rotate’. In pairs, the children discussed 

and demonstrated the difference to each other. We fed back as a whole class 

and asked a pair to model. We then looked at videos of geocentric and 

heliocentric model of the solar system. Next, we read the story of the change 

from the geocentric model to the heliocentric model. The children played 

characters and read lines when their character arose in the story. Following 

this, we went outside so that we could better understand the heliocentric 

model and to gain more understanding of the distances of different planets 

to the Sun. The children were given roles as planets and stood (to scale) approximate distances from the sun. The 

children side stepped around the sun in a circular motion which showed us why some planets orbit the sun very quickly 

whereas others take a long time. 
 

Little Hearts: One of our next activities for our platinum award (The woodland trust - Green Tree Schools award) is ‘A 

woodland perspective’. The children made viewfinders and went on a walk around the grounds looking to see what they 

could see. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cleaning Up Sacred Heart: This year Eco Council have signed up to the Eco Schools' 

Great Big School Clean which is taking place in March and April. Each class has been 

allocated a date to do their bit and help us out. You will find these in the date’s section. 

The final date of the event (Thursday 4th April) will be lead by Year 6 but we may need 

some more support. If you're interested or would like to come and help us, then please get 

in touch with Miss Reid via the school office. Thank you. 
 

Crisp packet recycle scheme: On behalf of the Eco Council, we would like to say a huge 

THANK YOU so far to everyone who has chosen to recycle their crisp packets. We are 

very close to reaching the top of our first recycle bin which will be collected by UPS and 

taken to the appropriate recycle centre. Please feel free to bring in empty crisp packets 

from home and add them to our bin. There are 2 bins in school; one located in the hall and 

the other in main reception. 
 

Book Sale: There will be a book sale on Monday to sell the remaining books left over from 

the last one. Children are welcome to bring in a small amount of money to purchase a book.  
 

Phonics Screening Workshop: A phonics workshop will be held this Monday at 3.15pm for parents, to discuss the 

phonics test in June. If you come to the main office straight after you’ve collected your child. Thank you.  
 

Clubs Pick Up: Please can I remind parents to wait outside the front door when collecting children from after school 

clubs. The main Reception is a small congested area and should not be used for waiting. Children will be brought 

through the main Reception by a member of staff to the front door, where parents will then sign the child out of the 

relevant club. If your child is in Heart Zone, please ring the main bell and the office staff will buzz you through. 

 

 

 



 
 

MEMOS AND REMINDERS 

  

 New Signing In/Out System: If your child arrives late you will need to personally sign them 
in as late, along with a valid reason, on our new Inventry console in reception. This is a 
safeguarding and health and safety requirement. If you do not sign your child/ren in they will 
receive an unauthorised mark on the register. If you take your child out of school for any reason 
or bring them back, you will also need to sign them in or out on the Inventry system. 
 
 

Parents Evening will take place on Monday 11th and Monday 18th March. Please note these are the confirmed dates.  
 

 

 
 

Gold Book Assembly Awards: 
 

Brilliant Manners – Feargus (Y2) 
 

   Mathematician of the Week – Imogen (Y2) 
 

  Writer of the Week –Catherine (Y2)     Mrs Knox’s Award – Paige (Y2) 
 

Pupils of the Week– Daniel (R), Kurt, Freddie, Harriet (Y1), Hugo, Izzy, Matthew (Y2), Logan, Matthew (Y3), Hayden, 
Jessica (Y4), Ellie, Olivia, Luke (Y5), Lily, Erin, Michaela (Y6) 

  
Little Hearts Award: Aliyah 

 

Head Teacher’s Award – Fraser, Karley, Charlie, Patrick, Seamus, Imogen, Lucy, George, Erin, Catherine, 
Magdelana, Rory 

 
 

   

 

 

In our Prayers - Prayer booklet: If there is anyone you would like us to pray for in our school community please drop 
comments into the prayer box or email the school office and we will remember those intentions in our prayers. 

 
 

The Gospel for Sunday 3rd March 2019 - Judging Others (Luke 6.39-45)                                                                                           
Jesus told a parable to his disciples. ‘Can one blind man guide another? Surely both will fall into a pit? The disciple is 
not superior to his teacher; the fully trained disciple will always be like his teacher. Why do you observe the splinter in 
your brother’s eye and never notice the plank in your own? How can you say to your brother, “Brother, let me take out 

the splinter that is in your eye,” when you cannot see the plank in your own? Hypocrite! Take the plank out of your 
own eye first, and then you will see clearly enough to take out the splinter that is in your brother’s eye. “There is no 

sound tree that produces rotten fruit, nor again a rotten tree that produces sound fruit. For every tree can be told by its 
own fruit; people do not pick figs from thorns, nor gather grapes from brambles. A good man draws what is good from 
the store of goodness in his heart; a bad man draws what is bad from the store of badness. For a man’s words flow 

out from what fills his heart.’ 

 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES 

 

Thursday 07 March: World Book Day 
Friday 08 March: Y3 Liturgy @9am 
Monday 11 March: Parents Evening  
Wednesday 13 March: Y2 Liturgy @9am 
Monday 18 March: Parents Evening 
Wednesday 20 March: Y5 Liturgy @9am 
Thursday 21 March: Big Clean Up LH and Rec 
Friday 22 March: Y1A Liturgy @9am 
Monday 25 March: Big Clean-up Y1A and Y1B 
Wednesday 27 March: Big Clean-up Y2 and Y3 
Friday 29 March: Y1B Liturgy @9am 
Friday 29 March: Big Clean Up Y5 
Monday 01 April: Lenten Penny Challenge @10.40am 
Tuesday 02 April: Big Clean Up Y4 
Wednesday 03 April: Lenten Fun Run @2.00pm 

Thursday 04 April: Big Clean Up Y6 
Friday 05 April: Easter Egg Competition 
Friday 05 April: Reception Liturgy @9am 
Friday 05 April: Easter egg Competition (TBC) 
Friday 05 April: School closes for Easter 
Tuesday 23 April: School reopens 
Tuesday 30 April: Open Day 
Wednesday 5th June: Y5 Liturgy @9am 
Wednesday 12th June: Y4 Liturgy @9am 
Wednesday 19th June: Y3 Liturgy @9am 
Wednesday 26th June: Y2 Liturgy @9am 
Wednesday 3rd July: Y1B Liturgy @9am 
Wednesday 10th July: Y1A Liturgy @9am  
Friday 12th July: Reception Liturgy @9am

Wednesday 17th July: Year 6 Leavers mass (in church)

 
 
 
 
 

 

W.C Monday 4th March will be Spring Menu - WEEK 2 
 

On behalf of Fr Dixon, staff and governors, may I wish you a happy weekend. 

God bless, Paul Naughton. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 


