
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Well done to ALL CLASSES who achieved our 95% target 

This week, our overall attendance was 96% 
Please ensure you make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us achieve our 

target. 
 

Class Reception Year 1 A Year 1 B Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Attendance 98% 95% 96% 97% 96% 97% 96% 97% 
 

Poor punctuality means your child misses valuable learning time and that lessons are disrupted for  

all other pupils. Please make sure that your children are in the yard by 8.45am every day. 
 

   
 

 

 
 

 
 

Dear parents, grandparents & parishioners, 
 
 

Today, we reach the half-way point in the Lenten Term, with so many exciting events still too look forward to before 
Easter.  Things are moving at such a pace at the moment that perhaps next week’s short holiday is a great opportunity 
to re-charge before we begin again after the holiday.  
 

Children from the schools council will soon visit the Houses of Parliament in London for a very memorable day around 
our capital. As well, we have years Y4 and Y5 visiting Kingswood in March. The children are also looking forward to 
numerous sporting events as well as our usual class visits and visitors to school. Finally, we will end the Lenten term 
with our main charity fundraising events, which include the school Lenten Fun Run and Penny Challenge. 
  
The academic years half-way point is always marked by sending home the children’s winter report. The report is a 
quick overview of the children's fantastic efforts, so far in the academic year. We look forward to meeting parents after 
half term. Please discuss the report with your child, as we will use this in the forthcoming parental consultations as 
mentioned last week. All the reports are extremely positive and reflect the hard work that the children produce 
consistently. 
 
 

Valentines Day has come and gone and what a disco we had in school! Thank you to everyone for prompt collections 
and to Heart Zone staff for organising the disco. 
 

This week we welcomed Fr Dixon to our liturgical preparation class and Y6 parents to discuss leavers’ arrangements. 
Thank you also to Friends of SHB, who also attended this meeting. 
 

I was delighted to visit Weardale Residential Activity Centre in preparation for this summer's Y6 residential. I look forward 
to our parents’ information briefing on Monday 25th February for all Y6 parents, as we also welcome staff from Weardale, 
who will discuss the array of amazing activities that children will experience that Kingswood cannot offer. This is a 
fantastic outdoor experience which we will be offering to children at SHB, before offering out to St Thomas More in Y7. 
 
Finally, have a great holiday and we look forward to seeing you all on Monday 25th February 2019. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 February 
2019 

Bulletin 
Number 20 

  
 

                  ST THOMAS MORE PARTNERSHIP OF SCHOOLS (07900532) 

                         When we welcome the child, we welcome the family 

 

Tel: 01207 270396  / Email: info@sacredheartgateshead.org / Website: www.sacredheartgateshead.org 

mailto:info@sacredheartgateshead.org
http://www.sacredheartgateshead.org/


 
 

NEWS 

 
 

We had a walk up into Byermoor to practise road safety, as some children had been talking about holding hands to 

cross the road and not running. The children showed a good understanding of stop and go. We had some road signs to 

help us too. We wonder if the children can spot road signs when they're next out with their families. They were able to 

wait next to the kerb and they knew: 
 

 "You don't cross the road behind a parked car" 

They looked left and looked right and even managed to find a horse!! Well done to you all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 1B: This week in science, Year 1 B have been investigating different types of food using their senses. On 

Wednesday, we used our taste, touch, smell and sight to describe different types of food ranging from onions to 

chocolate. Year 1B also had lots of fun sharing their love this Valentines day. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5: In this lesson, the Year 5 children used their improper fractions and mixed numbers knowledge to play bingo! 

The children got into mixed ability pairs and selected 9 mixed numbers from a list of 16. Each time an improper fraction 

was revealed, the children had to convert the improper fraction to a mixed number and mark it off if they had it. The first 

pair with all 9 mixed numbers crossed off was the winner. The children then repeated the game, but played the opposite 

way round—picking improper fractions and converting to mixed numbers. We used multi-link during the lesson to help 

us understand the relationship between improper fractions and mixed numbers.   
 

The Year 5 children continued their work on Dracula with a research lesson using the tablets. The children worked in 

pairs to research hints and tips on how to survive against a vampire. The children shared some of their findings with the 

rest of the class, which included using crosses, garlic and staying in the sun! We then made a note of these things and 

will use these ideas in our following lessons to create a vampire survival guide. 

 
 

Eco Council: Our recycle bin arrived this week for our crisp packet recycle scheme to begin. 

The bin will sit in the hall so that children (and staff) who have a packet of crisps can dispose of 

their rubbish correctly. This comes as part of Eco Council’s goal to reduce waste in our school. 
 

Year 6 Residential - Weardale July 2019: We are delighted to invite you to the Year 6 Summer 

2019 Outdoor Activity Residential evening on Monday 25th February at approximately 3.30pm. 

This year we are excited to announce that Y6 children will have the opportunity to go to Weardale 

Activity Centre on July 10th-12th. The total cost of the 3 days of activities will be approx. £170 

including travel to and from the centre. Please prepare any questions that you may have for the 

evening. 



 
 

Fitness Club: This week in Fitness Club, the children gave it their all during circuit 

training. Great work boys and girls. 
 

Head Lice –We seem to have a recurring problem of head lice 

in school. Many parents are understandably upset by this. The 

only way we are going to eradicate head lice in our school is 

if all parents are extra vigilant and treat their children at the 

first sign. This means a nightly check of your children’s hair 

and use of shampoos, lotions and of course, the ‘nit comb’ if you spot them! Parents can access treatment for head lice 

via their GP; available on prescription, free to children. Amazon also sell an electronic ‘nit comb’ which apparently ‘zaps’ 

them, priced approx. £15. You can also buy a fab comb called a "nitty gritty" comb that is specially shaped to remove 

the eggs.  In addition, it would help if girls with longer hair had it tied up or dressed in a plait. If staff inform me that they 

have spotted head lice in a pupil’s hair, I will personally check to confirm and then contact parents/carers directly to 

discuss treatment. Many thanks in anticipation of your full cooperation with this matter. 
 

Reception Mathematician Stars: A big well done to two of 

our Reception children who did a fantastic job in their maths 

lesson this week. Keep up the good work.    
 

 

Year 1A: Love was in the air in Year 1A yesterday. The 

children made some lovely cards for someone special at 

home. We hope you liked them. 

 

NOTICE: Please can children refrain from playing with 

the sports equipment and playing in the nursery’s forest 

school after school hours.  

 

Heart Zone: Two boys in heart zone 

afterschool club built the biggest paper 

aeroplane ever! After they built it we 

watched it fly around the school hall. The 

heart zone valentines disco was also lots of 

fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

MEMOS AND REMINDERS 

  

 New Signing In/Out System: If your child arrives late you will need to personally sign them 
in as late, along with a valid reason, on our new Inventry console in reception. This is a 
safeguarding and health and safety requirement. If you do not sign your child/ren in they will 
receive an unauthorised mark on the register. If you take your child out of school for any reason 
or bring them back, you will also need to sign them in or out on the Inventry system. 
 

Dojo: The use of dojo is there as a communication tool between staff and parents not a place 
to raise your complaints. Please be sensitive to staff members when sending messages and we would appreciate it if 
you could use the app as you agreed in the dojo charter. Thank you again for the 99.9% of parents who do use it 
correctly. 
 

Thank you to everyone who put their names forward to be on the Friends Committee. We will send more 
information/ballot papers out after half term.  
 

Parents Evening will take place on Monday 11th and Monday 18th March. Please note these are the confirmed dates.  
 

 
 

Gold Book Assembly Awards: 
 

Brilliant Manners – Charley (Y2) 
 

   Mathematician of the Week – Erin (Y2) 
 

  Writer of the Week –Megan (Y2)     Mrs Knox’s Award – Alesha (Y2) 
 

Pupils of the Week– Rory (R), Zak, Lucas, Kareem (Y1), Abigail, Hugo, Feargus (Y2), Leylan and Jasmine (Y3), 
Sophia and Ella (Y4), Hannah, Jake, Evie (Y5), Cruz, Danny, Ryan (Y6) 

  
Golden Chair Award: Jamie-Leigh and Katie Penrice 

 
 

Head Teacher’s Award – Harriet, Arlo, Freddie-Ray 
 

 

   

 
 

In our Prayers - Prayer booklet: If there is anyone you would like us to pray for in our school community please drop 
comments into the prayer box or email the school office and we will remember those intentions in our prayers. 

 

The Gospel for Sunday 17th February 2019 - The Beatitudes (Luke 6:17. 20-26)  
Jesus came down with the Twelve and stopped at a piece of level ground where there was a large gathering of his 

disciples with a great crowd of people from all parts of Judaea and from Jerusalem and from the coastal region of Tyre 
and Sidon who had come to hear him and to be cured of their diseases. Then fixing his eyes on his disciples he said: 

‘How happy are you who are poor; yours is the kingdom of God. Happy you who are hungry now: you shall be 
satisfied. Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh. Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out, abuse you, 
denounce your name as criminal, on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice when that day comes and dance for joy, for 
then your reward will be great in heaven. This was the way their ancestors treated the prophets. But alas for you who 
are rich: you are having your consolation now. Alas for you who have your fill now: you shall go hungry. Alas for you 
who laugh now: you shall mourn and weep. Alas for you when the world speaks well of you! This was the way their 

ancestors treated the false prophets. 
 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES 
 

Friday 15 February: School Closes for half term 
Monday 25 February: School reopens 
Monday 25 February @3.30pm: Y6 Residential meeting 
Wednesday 27 February @9am: Y6 Liturgy 
Friday 01 March: Y4 Liturgy @9am 
Thursday 07 March: World Book Day 
Friday 08 March: Y3 Liturgy @9am 
Monday 11 March: Parents Evening  
Wednesday 13 March: Y2 Liturgy @9am 
Monday 18 March: Parents Evening 
Wednesday 20 March: y5 Liturgy @9am 
Friday 22 March: Y1A Liturgy @9am 
Monday 25 March: Lenten Fun Run (TBC) 
Friday 29 March: Y1B Liturgy @9am 

Monday 01 April: Lenten Penny Challenge (TBC) 
Friday 05 April: Easter Egg Competition 
Friday 05 April: Reception Liturgy @9am 
Friday 05 April: Easter egg Competition (TBC) 
Friday 05 April: School closes for Easter 
Tuesday 23 April: School reopens 
Tuesday 30 April: Open Day 
Wednesday 5th June: Y5 Liturgy @9am 
Wednesday 12th June: Y4 Liturgy @9am 
Wednesday 19th June: Y3 Liturgy @9am 
Wednesday 26th June: Y2 Liturgy @9am 
Wednesday 3rd July: Y1B Liturgy @9am 
Wednesday 10th July: Y1A Liturgy @9am  
Friday 12th July: Reception Liturgy @9am 

Wednesday 17th July: Year 6 Leavers mass (in church)

 

 

W.C Monday 25th February will be Spring Menu - WEEK 1 
 

On behalf of Fr Dixon, staff and governors, may I wish you a happy half term. 

God bless, Paul Naughton. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


