
 
 

 

 
Congratulations to Reception who had 100% attendance this week 

Well done to ALL CLASSES who achieved our 95% target 
This week, our overall attendance was 96% 

Please ensure you make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us achieve our 
target. 

 

Class Reception Year 1 A Year 1 B Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Attendance 100% 97% 98% 98% 98% 96% 96% 99% 
 

Poor punctuality means your child misses valuable learning time and that lessons are disrupted for  

all other pupils. Please make sure that your children are in the yard by 8.45am every day. 
 

   
 
 

 
 

 

 

Dear parents, grandparents & parishioners, 
 

 

Firstly a huge thanks to all parents and families who attended last Saturday’s Reception class mass. It was a lovely turn 
out and the children read and sang so well. 
 

This week, our school grounds paid the price for last week’s snow and the field has quickly become cut up. As you can 
see from the pictures below, outside trainers are not enough for the field at present, and it’s important that children wear 
wellies, if possible, to avoid getting muddy. 
 
Next week, we celebrate 
Heart Zones Valentine 
Disco in school. We have 
over 100 children in likely to 
attend from Nursery to Y6. 
Thank you to everyone for 
supporting the disco - can I 
ask for prompt collections 
at 5.15 pm and thanks to 
Heart Zone for organising 
the disco. Again, the strict 

cut off- point is there for a reason, and we hope that anyone who missed out can take the 
opportunity in the summer to attend the Leavers Disco. 
 

This week, we have enjoyed a number of visits including today’s pantomime for Y1 and Y3. 
The children thoroughly enjoyed it.  
 

Many thanks to Matthew and Millie for representing the school on Wednesday at the 
Cathedral for our Youth Mission service - the school also made a generous donation to the 
Youth Mission team. 
 

Congratulations to all sports teams this week, including the basketball team and football 
teams, who played fixtures at Thorpe Academy and Whickham school.  
 
 

This week, it was disappointing to see children miss out on school activities for sickness 
reasons. We do apologise that sometimes there may be reasonable doubt when a child has 

vomited, and that they may in fact not have a stomach bug. However, we are led by strict NHS guidelines and in turn 
operate a 48 hour notice period of absence. Any child who paid for a trip and missed out will receive a refund. 
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NEWS 

 

Chinese New Year Banquet:  Chinese New Year was a fantastic success with over 50 parents accompanying children for this 

special lunch. The attention to detail from our kitchen was wonderful and the feedback from parents and children was fabulous. The 

children had Chinese music and a slideshow to enjoy as they took full advantage of Tuesday's banquet. A comment from a parent:  

‘Will you pass on to the catering staff how delicious the Chinese food was! Also, all of the children had impeccable manners, a credit 

to the staff.’ Thank you to everyone who attended, we hope you enjoyed it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What is Brexit? In Year 6, we have been looking at trade and economics through our creative lessons. The children have shown 

such an interest in the topic, recognising a lot of the words from recent news reports. We decided to spend an extra 30 minutes this 

week conducting some of our own research all about Brexit. Fascinated by the concept, we had worried children who feared we 

would no longer be a part of the Euro's, some wondering if we'd still be able to buy bananas (which we know are imported) and some 

asking whether that meant we'd have to move country. 
Year 6 were extremely excited for Chinese New Year this year 

and helped to decorate the kitchen hatch with some traditional 

decorations. The kitchen staff were so grateful that they let the 

children share the fruit filled pig on Tuesday afternoon. 

 

Can you recycle crisp packets? Yes! Eco Council have signed up to a fantastic new scheme that 

will allow us to start recycling crisp packets. From now on, look out for the sign in the lunch hall and 

remember to put your crisp packet in their when you have finished your packed lunch. 
 

Year 1 and Year 3 were lucky enough to visit the Tyne Theatre on Friday morning to see Sleeping 

Beauty. The children had great fun entering into the spirit of the pantomime and represented our 

school with excellent behaviour. 

Football: A big well done to nine boys in Year 

5 who battled really hard on Wednesday night 

in a 5 a side football tournament. The boys played 4 matches against some strong 

opposition; many of them year 6 children. The boys got better and better as the 

matches went on. After a heavy defeat in the first game, the next two games were 

much tighter with some cracking goals scored. The final match was the boys’ best 

result, a draw, which they were unlucky not to win. Well done! 
 

 

Year 1B had lots of fun this week celebrating 

Chinese New Year. We made some fantastic dragon 

masks and enjoyed listening to traditional Chinese 

music.      

 

 

 

 
 

Basketball: A huge well done to the children who competed in Wednesday  

nights basketball competition. Fantastic team work from all players. Well done 

team. 

 



 
 

Dojo Shop: Reception have a new reward system...the 'Dojo Shop'. The children can save up their dojos and buy an item when they 

have enough. Their dojos will then be reset. They have been very excited exploring what prizes they can claim in the shop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Reception have been very busy making their own Chinese New Year 

decorations. We all made parts for this enormous dragon then put 

them all together. We even scared Mr Naughton. 
 

Year 2 have had a very fun week this week. In Literacy, we have been 

learning all about formal and informal language and have used our 

knowledge to write different types of letters. In Science this week, we 

have been investigating waterproof materials and which would be best 

for Miss Walker's umbrella. The children firstly predicted which 

materials out of tissue paper, kitchen roll, cling film, tin foil and plastic 

would be waterproof and then put them all to the test. We made the 

investigation fair by dropping the same amount of water onto each 

material and waiting patiently to see if the water soaked through or 

not. The children learnt that tin foil, cling film and plastic are all waterproof materials but plastic was the best for Miss Walker's umbrella 

due to its strength. Well done, Year 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Little Hearts: Some of the children were playing the ‘lava game’. This led to lots of discussions about lava and volcanoes. We finished 

the week of by decorating ‘volcano’ biscuits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On Tuesday, it was Internet Safety Day and Year 2 have been learning all about safety online. We discussed ways in which we can 

keep ourselves safe and understand that we should always inform adults of what we are doing on our ipads, laptops and computers 

at home. We then wrote up everything and shared our safety advice. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RNLI: This week we had Lifeguards from the Royal National Lifeboat Instution to give children a reminder and update regarding 

water safety should they be visiting the beach, the River Tyne or any body of water. Children were informed about the major 

procedures of water safety, and how to safely play in water. They also talked with the children about when it is safe and unsafe to 

swim or play in water at the beach. The children asked many fantastic questions and knew a lot of the dos and don’ts of water safety! 

 



 
 

MEMOS AND REMINDERS 

 

Ear Piercings: No jewellery other than watches should be worn in school. If ears are pierced this should be done at the 
start of the summer holidays so that studs can be removed in time for school. 
  

 Packed Lunches: Healthy packed lunches: All children that decided not to have a school meal 
should bring healthy pack lunches to school each day, this ensures that in lessons and at break times 
children are able to maintain energy and focus. As far as possible, school staff will monitor that children 
are eating their lunches. It is important that your child brings a named water bottle to school each day. 
These will be refilled throughout the day as required. Pack Lunches are allowed to contain Juice drinks 
at lunch time as long as it has no added sugar. 

 
New Signing In/Out System: If your child arrives late you will need to personally sign them 
in as late, along with a valid reason, on our new Inventry console in reception. This is a 
safeguarding and health and safety requirement. If you do not sign your child/ren in they 
will receive an unauthorised mark on the register. If you take your child out of school for 
any reason or bring them back, you will also need to sign them in or out on the Inventry 
system. 
 

 
 

Gold Book Assembly Awards: 
 

Brilliant Manners – George (Y2) 
 

   Mathematician of the Week – Iris(Y2) 
 

  Writer of the Week –Eden (Y2)     Mrs Knox’s Award – Dolly(Y4) 
 

Pupils of the Week– Eilish (R), Dylan, Kurt, Oskar (Y1), George, Cate, Max (Y2), Sophie and Joe (Y3), Rhys, Jessica 
and Sofia (Y4), Alex, Sophie, Olivia, Thomas (Y5), Flip, Kate, Katie (Y6) 

  
Little Hearts Award: Isabella 

 
 

Head Teacher’s Award – William, Oskar, Seamus,Fraser,Maia, Milly, Maddie,Jacob, Charlotte, Finley, Amelia 
 

   

 
 

In our Prayers - Prayer booklet: If there is anyone you would like us to pray for in our school community please drop comments 

into the prayer box or email the school office and we will remember those intentions in our prayers. 

  
Taken from the Gospel for Sunday 10th February 2019 - The Call of the First Disciples (Luke 5:1-11)                                   

Jesus was standing one day by the lake of Gennesaret, with the crowd pressing round him listening to the word of God, when he 
caught sight of two boats close to the bank. The fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of 

the boats - it was Simon’s - and asked him to put out a little from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 
When he had finished speaking he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water and pay out your nets for a catch.” “Master,” Simon 

replied, “we worked hard all night long and caught nothing, but if you say so, I will pay out the nets.” And when they had done this 
they netted such a huge number of fish that their nets began to tear, so they signalled to their companions in the other boats to 

come and help them; when these came, they filled the two boats to sinking point. When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the knees of 
Jesus saying, “Leave me, Lord; I am a sinful man.” For he and all his companions were completely overcome by the catch they had 

made; so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were Simon’s partners. But Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; 
from now on it is men you will catch.” Then, bringing their boats back to land, they left everything and followed him. 

 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES 
 

Tuesday 12 February: Valentines Disco 
Friday 15 February: School Opens for half term 
Monday 25 February: School reopens 

Friday 01 March: Y4 Liturgy @9am 
Tuesday 05 March: Open Day 

 
 
 
 

 

 

W.C Monday 11th February will be Spring Menu - WEEK 3 
 

On behalf of Fr Dixon, staff and governors, may I wish you a happy weekend. 

God bless, Paul Naughton. 


