
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Congratulations to Reception who had 100% attendance this week 
Well done to ALL CLASSES who achieved our 95% target 

This week, our overall attendance was 96% 
Please ensure you make every effort to ensure your child gets to school every day to help us achieve our 

target. 
 

Class Reception Year 1 A Year 1 B Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Attendance 100% 96% 97% 97% 95% 96% 96% 95% 
 

Poor punctuality means your child misses valuable learning time and that lessons are disrupted for  

all other pupils. Please make sure that your children are in the yard by 8.45am every day. 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Dear parents, grandparents & parishioners, 
 

 
 

Firstly, a warm and happy new year to each and every person within our school and parish community. Let’s 

hope we have a wonderful year. Isn’t it exciting with so much to look forward to, including a new term, events, visits and 
visitors, amongst other things. This term, we will also see visits to London, Kingswood and a range of opportunities for 
children to take part in sporting events. I was delighted to see all the children ready and raring to go, this week, with 
wonderful attendance and punctuality from almost everyone in the first week of 2019. Let’s see if we can keep this going 
through the Lenten term. On behalf of all of the staff, may I say a big thank you to you and your children for the many 
generous and thoughtful cards and gifts we received at the end of last term. Can I also thank parents for the lovely 
comments regarding the Christmas performance. It was hard work, but certainly worth the effort. The children were 
simply magnificent. 
 

On another note, I would like to remind everyone of the arrangements in the event of heavy snow or dangerous 
conditions which may prevent the school opening. If we are ‘lucky enough’ to see heavy snow, all efforts will be made 
to keep the school open. In the (very) unlikely event of closure, an announcement will be made, via the email/text 
service, on our school website, on local radio stations and on the Gateshead Council website. We are again in the 
process of checking the information we hold the children is up-to-date. If you have changed your contact details, mobile 
number etc., please let us know as soon as possible, many thanks. Could I also remind everyone to please follow paths 
and gritted areas at all times. We don’t hand grit the road just the walked areas.  The Tulip family from Lintzford farm 
have done a wonderful job in keeping our roads both open and safe in the past and will do their best again this winter 
but please drive carefully and adhere the 5 mph speed limit. My policy is if the roads are safe to travel in the surrounding 
area and we can staff the school we will open. Once Lobley Hill Road becomes undriveable and dangerous we follow 
police advice and close. 
 

It was lovely to see clubs starting this week for Football and Sacramental Preparation. Many thanks to Mrs Kay for 
joining Mrs Iles as our school Catechist to support this years First Communion children. A huge well done also to Y6 
for starting KS2 Booster classes on Wednesday evenings as we move towards SATs. All children who attend enjoy 
snacks and are rewarded. Thanks again to Miss Reid and staff for giving up their time. Next week, we will have a full 
program of clubs, starting with Golf on Monday morning (places still available) and finishing with Heart Zone on Friday 
night. 
 

This week, the children in Mrs Coates’ class enjoyed a visit to Safety Zone in Newcastle. I have brilliant feedback from 
the children as this was the first time we have visited as a school. Please see Mrs Coates’ report. 
 

This Winter has been relatively dry, so far, and the children are encouraged to bring wellies and outdoor footwear so 
our fields can be used to the full. 
 

Finally, can we please kindly ask parents not to drop children off on the opposite side of the road to prevent any 
accidents. 
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NEWS 

 

Little Hearts: Welcome back to all of our 

children and families. The children have 

come back into Pre-school full of energy and 

ready to start the spring term. 

 

The children in Year 5 concluded their work on the Sound of Music by 

singing songs. We watched some video clips from the film which involved 

the family singing together. The children were then given lyrics to two 

songs: ‘Do-re-mi’ and ‘So long, farewell’. The children were put into 

groups so that they could sing different parts of the song. This required 

the children to sing in both unison and in parts. Following this, the children 

gave their brains a real work out when they sang different lines at the same time. The children really enjoyed this activity 

and worked really well to sing beautifully. 
 

Year 4: This week, Year 4 visited the Safety Works in Newcastle. The trip involved visiting prepared scenarios, 

identifying the dangers and learning what steps and actions to take to avoid risks. By making the scenarios as realistic 

as possible and allowing for full participation, the messages had greater impact the children learnt a great deal. We 

experiences 5 different settings and all enjoyed learning about safety around dogs, first aid, danger in public spaces, 

stranger danger, road safety and hazards in the home. We were all very excited to take part and are now Danger 

Detectives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

A girl in Year 5 had 9.5 inches cut from her hair last week, which she donated to the Little 

Princess Trust.  She had been growing it for 2 years and finally had enough last week to send 

off. It was all her idea and we are all very proud of her at Sacred Heart. Well done. 
 

Year 6: Surprisingly, a lot of Year 6 

children spent their Thursday break 

time playing with Rubix cubes. The 

children were having great fun 

solving them and timing each other. 

What a brain buster it was! 
 
 

Year 6 Booster: This week, was Year 6’s first week of SATs 

Boosters. On Wednesday, the children completed a few brain 

teasers whilst snacks were eaten and milkshake was poured, 

before getting their teeth into the Emoji Mystery. This was 

SPaG based, asking the children to follow the clues to 

eliminate suspects from their list of workers to find out who the 

culprit was. Next was numeracy Thursday. Split into groups, 

the children played Mathopoly, where they had to solve the 

sum that they landed on in order to win points. The winner was the first person to reach 100 

points. We've had a great first week of booster sessions, thank you to everyone who took 

part. Thank you. 
 
 

Before Christmas, the children wrote some beautifully kind thank you letters to some of 

our local emergency service in the area. Recently, we received a thank you back. The 

children were over the moon and it made them realise how much their own letters actually 

meant.  This was an amazing job, team, you should be very proud of yourselves.  

 

 



 
 

MEMOS AND REMINDERS 

 
 
 

 

Winter Weather Procedures: Our caretaker can only do so much in difficult conditions so please be extremely careful 
when walking on paths. Again, we will operate a snowline facility that informs parents quickly in the event of a closure 
through the use of Facebook, email and text messaging. If we are ‘lucky enough’ to see heavy snow this winter, all 
efforts will be made to keep the school open. In the (very) unlikely event of closure, an announcement will be made, via 
Facebook, our email/text service, on our school website, on local radio stations and on the Gateshead Council website. 
If the school is open, please make every effort to wrap your child up in appropriate clothing. We always like to play out 
in the snow and each year children do miss out because they do not have appropriate footwear or a warm enough coat. 
On a serious note, since we all work in a very rural place, can I ask you to think about not parking in the yard at the front 
of school as it is a recipe for getting stuck when the snow is present - remember we endeavour to ensure all pedestrian 
paths are clear but are not responsible for the road and the council do not plough this road. Staff park on Lobley Hill 
road and walk the short distance - during snowy days we always ask children to come in at 8.40am rather than getting 
wet and risk slipping and most importantly so the traffic can keep moving. Please do not walk up the hill - this is a serious 
risk to oncoming cars and could result in a major accident - please walk up the path alongside the field if you choose to 
park in the industrial area.  
 

Ear Piercings: No jewellery other than watches should be worn in school. If ears are pierced this should be done at the 
start of the summer holidays so that studs can be removed in time for school. 
 

Mobile Phones: I am well aware that mobile phones are part of the world we live in and serve as a 
very useful communication tool. However due to safeguarding issues Ofsted make it clear to schools 
that parents/visitors on the school yard or in school should not have a mobile phone out when 
children are present. I have noticed a few parents using phones or checking texts. Please can I ask 
that you keep mobile phones out of sight until off the school yard or out of the school building (this 
includes the office area). Staff will not release any children from the line to parents that are distracted 
and on their phones or that do not come over to make contact with the teacher to collect their child. 
 
 
 

Gold Book Assembly Awards: 

 
Brilliant Manners – Iris (Y2) 

 
   Mathematician of the Week – Summer (Y2) 

 
  Writer of the Week – Molly (Y2)     Mrs Knox’s Award - Alesha (Y2) 

 
Pupils of the Week– Owen and James (R), Mina and Elliott (Y1), Hope, Jay, Magdalena (Y2), Sophie, Oliver, Jack (Y3), Ruby, 

Thomas, Hayden (Y4), Keera, Thomas, Theo (Y5), Matthew, Danny (Y6) 
  

Little Hearts Award: Indya  
 
 

Head Teacher’s Award –Freddie-Ray, Rory, Daniel, Zak, Reuben, Seamus (Y1) and Daniel, Fynn, Matthew, Logan (Y3) 
 

   

 
 

In our Prayers - Prayer booklet: If there is anyone you would like us to pray for in our school community please drop 
comments into the prayer box or email the school office and we will remember those intentions in our prayers. 

 
Taken from the Gospel for Sunday 13th January 2019 - The Coming of the Spirit (Luke 3:15-16. 21-22) 

A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so 
John declared before them all, “I baptise you with water, but someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than 
I am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” Now when all 
the people had been baptised and while Jesus after his own baptism was at prayer, heaven opened and the Holy 

Spirit descended on him in bodily shape, like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my son, the Beloved; 
my favour rests on you.” 

  
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS AND KEY DATES 
 

Saturday 19 January: Y4 Class Mass @5.45pm 
Friday 25 January: School Council Toy Sale 
Saturday 26 January: Y3 Class Mass @5.45pm 
Tuesday 29 January: Friends Meeting @3.15pm (TBC) 
Wednesday 30 January: Wow Wednesday for Reception 
Friday 1 February: Candlemas Service @9.15am 
Saturday 02 February: Reception Class Mass @5.45pm 

Thursday 7 February: Coffee Afternoon (TBC) 
Wednesday 13 February: Valentines Disco 
Friday 15 February: Chinese New Year Banquet 
Friday 15 February: School Opens for half term 
Monday 25 February: School reopens 
Friday 01 March: Y4 Liturgy @9am 
Tuesday 05 March: Open Day 

 

 

 

W.c Monday 14th January will be Spring Menu - WEEK 2 
 

On behalf of Fr Dixon, staff and governors, may I wish you a happy weekend.  
God bless, Paul Naughton. 


