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Q37. What do you like most about Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School / what are 

our strengths? 

o The staff and governors provide strong leadership and the children and well cared for and are happy. I love the 
fact that the school continues to move forward and never stand still. As part of St Thomas More we have 
confidence in the school and the Christian pathway for the children. 

o I have always loved the smallness but it seems to be grower bigger year on year so I feel will lose some of its 
magic. I think having younger teachers is better for understanding the ways the younger children.  

o Caring and dedicated staff. My child has also benefitted from the smaller class size over the past year rather than 
being combined in a mixed year group. 

o Good school ethos. I have spent the last 12 years within the school community, no regrets and would 
recommend, chose the school 12 years ago for its small rural status, however the pupil numbers have increased 
but this hasn’t changed my opinion on the schools commitment to the children. 

o Ofsted outstanding position. 
o Small classes, approachable teachers, wraparound clubs. 
o Caring atmosphere, like a second home to my little boy who loves coming to school. 
o Beautiful setting and surrounding area. 
o Lovely caring atmosphere created from the staff and pupils. Always encourage participation and this encourages 

confidence in the children. Where possible I believe the school encourages positivity which is great. When I was 
younger I feared school and it is very reassuring that my child looks forward to it and enjoys it. 

o The reward system works very well. Staff are approachable and overall we think SH is a fantastic school, caring 
about each child as an individual. 

o Staff are very caring towards pupils. The TAs do a fantastic job. 
o Very good discipline system for children. It's very helpful for them to have good habit at very young age. 

Especially the heart zone, all the teachers there are very kind and friendly. 
o the staff are supportive and friendly 
o Weekly newsletter is fantastic for busy working parents who need a weekend reminder. The school has a lovely 

feel and both staff and children are always polite and welcoming when you visit. My daughter is about to leave in 
September and my husband and I believe that sacred heart have given her the best start to her education. 

o Small class sizes (for Ella), Brilliant teaching. So glad Ella has Mr Woods for her final year at Sacred heart. Great 
village feel to the school, more like a community. The school promotes great values and ethics, which I feel Ella & 
Sophia have really taken on board. I think it’s great that Mr Naughton seems to value the work/home life values 
and provides flexibility to the staff. The teachers/staff are all lovely and the girls really enjoy being around them. 

o All of the staff work very hard and have high standards and expectations. The school doesn't stand still and 
continues to develop and make improvements. There are a range of different events that parents are invited to 
which enables a sense of community. The head teacher and teachers are supportive and will always enable extra 
meetings/discussions where requested. I think it’s brilliant that the head-teacher is visible around the school (i.e. 
in the yard on a morning). There are lots of clubs for the children and enrichment activities (i.e. learning how to 
play an instrument, theatre performances etc.) It’s great that the head gets involved activities in school such as 
the football club. Communication is good; the meetings are very informative (i.e. Year 1 curriculum meeting at the 
beginning of the year). There are so many positives - it’s a lovely school :) Everyone works so hard - good sense 
of team-work comes across. 

o Good healthy school meals, good discipline 
o Community spirit 
o Its lovely place 
o High standards for behaviour, learning and recreation. 
o The school is attractively decorated in a child friendly way. Most of the staff seem to genuinely care for the 

children. The liturgies are lovely. The uniform is smart. 
o A small welcoming school, well mannered, well behaved children. The SEN program is particularly effective 
o The atmosphere. It sounds like a cliché but it is such a family feel. The staff are amazing. We feel very lucky to 

be part of it. 
o the strong ethos of sharing and kindness 
o Being able to go from nursery through to year 6. 
o Friendly community 
o That my child enjoys school very much. 
o Lovely small school. Teachers are nice and the head teacher is great at pushing the school and pupils. Would 

recommend the school to anyone. 
o The teaching staff are approachable if I have any concerns about my children. 
o The prioritising of the children's welfare and welcoming atmosphere. 
o Great teaching staff, who are very friendly and easy to approach. Well organised lessons and great information 

given to parents on how we can help our child. We also found the printed out school curriculum provided for us at 
the parent consultation very useful. School lunches a huge hit with the kids. Swimming lessons are very popular 
with our son and his swimming technique has really developed since participating in these lessons 

o I like that the gospel message is part of the ethos of the school. 
o Friendly staff, the caring nature of the school 
o I never ever worry when I drop off. I know my child is very well cared for and trust each member of staff implicitly. 
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Q38. How can we make Sacred Heart even better / what would you change / what 
could we offer? 
 

o I would love to see the school field open up the play yard. It would also be great to see the school continue to 
develop the buildings, parking and site. 

o I would like to see better sports in the school I feel golf and cricket don't get the heart rate going that much. Bring 
back good old rounders. I would love one day a week music be played out into the yard so the children can have 
a dance. Cha Cha slide is always a good one, the older ones could teach the younger ones. 

o More notice for events (e.g. swimming, sports events outside of school, etc.) Nurture the close knit environment 
of the school rather than seek to expand. 

o More sporting activities mixing with other schools more regular. 
o More uniform options. I agree the uniform looks smart but we should have more than one place to purchase it 

from, be more relaxed about the shade of grey socks. It would be nice to see the teachers follow and wear a 
uniform of sort too. 

o More information about doing homework and ideas to encourage progress eg, reading road sign etc. Ideas on 
how to encourage the child to do the homework and possibly how to make it more fun?? Maybe homework clubs 
for children and parents??? Maybe ideas in newsletters?? 

o Consistency and better organisation with regards to clubs. The girls have been very disappointed when they have 
to stop after 6 weeks or clubs are stopped after 1 term, it does not give them enough time to progress or achieve 
anything. I would not mind paying a little extra for better clubs, maybe from an external source. Consistency when 
it comes to discipline at the school, the same families/children repeatedly breaking school rules and there being 
no consequences. Same children getting rewards, normally children of 'friends' or helpers or 
disadvantaged/poorly behaved. Also, better communication needed from school when teaching arrangements 
are being changed. Better communication when booking in breakfast clubs/After school. 

o I don't like the mid-term reports - the colour coding system and lack of specific information of where 
improvements need to be made. My child was labelled as a 'red' child and I don't think this will help his self-
esteem. Each child needs to be celebrated for their strengths and their uniqueness and for me the mid-term 
report had little positive to say about my child. I think there needs to be a greater partnership between home and 
school to ensure progress is made where it has been identified that a child is struggling in a particular area 
otherwise how will he/she catch up? Also I think a parent should be alerted to this before the middle of the year - 
when receiving the mid-term report so more support can be given at home before the year is half way through. I 
have always been aware since reception that my child would benefit from more reading books sent home yet 
despite asking for extra books, these have rarely been sent home. His books aren't even changed on a weekly 
basis (often the same one left in bag). Its a shame that there isn't a system in place where parents can swap 
books on a more regular basis as I think reading a reading scheme book every day with my child would enable 
greater progress. Confusion around spellings (which one to learn and when spelling test takes place this year). 
Could some photographs of the staff be put on the school website as I am unsure of teacher and TA names - 
who's who! 

o More use of text communication, due date on written homework/spelling, better use/publication of electronic 
school calendar for mobile devices 

o Communication about events, trips, sporting activities is sometimes very last minute. 
o PE classes could be more stimulating for the older years 
o I dislike online homework due to our personal circumstances where we do not have internet or a home computer, 

a better option for us would be homework books, but I understand the schools position. 
o Summer dresses for girls. Potentially a form of email communication between parents and class teachers. 
o On the odd occasion after school events as I'm a full time working parent I miss out on all the events throughout 

the day which leaves my children upset that I am not there. 
o Earlier breakfast club from 7.30am. 
o School is all good 
o On line homework should be scrapped. Not everyone has access to a computer or the Internet. I would prefer 

homework books. The uniform is not very practical in the summer months. Shirts and ties should be replaced with 
white polo neck t-shirt for the boys and summer dresses for the girls. 

o Further investment in the buildings and outdoor space. 
o Sometimes in a very busy house like ours it gets chaotic and its difficult to keep track of the kids homework. It 

would make things easier for disorganized parents like ourselves if we could have a date of issue on homework 
sheets provided to avoid confusion. Marked out or more clearly defined bays in the car park may reduce conflict 
although we realize this may still be difficult thing to manage! 
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Q39. What was the highlight of your child’s year at school? 

 

o Playing football for the school. 

o The quality of care for my child, teaching, breadth of curriculum, religious experiences and opportunities offered 

in sports and music. 

o I think just doing well all year. 

o Having fun with his peers. 

o He would say Kingswood visit. 

o Assembly 

o Music tuition. 

o Performances for the parents....Christmas and school assembly and violin recitals. 

o Playing with friends, being outdoors and big hunting. 

o Gibside residential. 

o Learning about the Titanic and preparing for the assembly when presenting it. 

o He enjoys school and is thrilled to receive achievement awards. 

o Horrid Henry topic for literacy. 

o Being more independent. 

o The Christmas play and sport outings 

o Visit to London with the school council. 

o Kingswood and being chosen for the Poetry competition. Being Rapunzel, and The Centre Of Life trip. There 

have been many more. 

o When he got pupil of the term although we were so gutted to have missed this due to being on holiday! 

o Swimming 

o Dancing at Sage. 

o Being listened to and lots of opportunity to take part in assemblies etc. The extracurricular activities i.e sport,trips  

o The animal encounter experience was a special day for our son. 

o Emotional development has come on leaps and bounds 

o She adored receptions got talent. And the mini beast topic was a big favourite with her! 

o Roman wall visit and school plays 

o The reception assembly, it was fabulous. 

o School plays and nativity 

o My children really enjoy doing the class liturgies 

o Winning the headteachers award. 

o Kayla says her teacher was the best part because she explains everything out when she does not know what to 

do and she cheers her p when she is feeling sad! 

o Coming to watch their school plays. 

o Growing in confidence. 

o The reward and recognition our son received for working hard and the ability to participate in a variety of sports 

clubs. 

o Sporting events and plays 

o The school plays they take part in 

o Liturgies are always lovely to watch. 

o Centre of life visit 


