At Bede Burn, we teach humanities through our Cornerstones
curriculum. Cornerstones takes an Early Years approach to
topic teaching. This means that our learning is fully
encompassed by our chosen ILP (Imaginative Learning Project)
whilst we simultaneously access a broad and balanced
curriculum based around developing skills and knowledge.
We have a different ILP per half term.

Pictured: Year 4 visiting Northumberlandia as part of their ‘Misty Mountain
Sierra’ topic & Year 3 exploring rocks as part of their ‘Tremors’ topic.

Each ILP has a subject focus, many
of which are centred around history
or geography. Some examples of
humanities-based ILPs include:
- Dinosaur Planet (Year 1)
History
- Memory Box (Year 1) History
- Street Detectives (Year 2)
History
- Land Ahoy! (Year 2) Geography
- Gods and Mortals (Year 3)
History
- Tremors (Year 3) Geography
- Misty Mountain Sierra (Year 4)
Geography
- Traders and Raiders (Year 4)
History
- Allotment (Year 5) Geography
- Pharaohs (Year 5) History
- Frozen Kingdom (Year 6)
Geography
- Revolution (Year 6) History

Please visit the
Humanities video
page to see more
examples of our
work!

These ILPs have a history or
geography focus, but other ILPs also
offer opportunities for the discrete
teaching of humanities subjects.

Pictured: Year 4 grinding flour with Sif, the Viking visitor & Year 3
recreating the bodies of victims of the Pompei volcanic eruption.

Pictured: Year 1 presenting their home learning projects
related to their topic ‘Bright Lights, Big City’.

Each ILP offers the opportunity
to complete a variety of home
learning projects.
For the keen historians and
geographers out there, here
are some websites we use in
school that may help with your
projects outside of school:
- https://swiggle.org.uk – A
safe search engine for
children

Here’s what
our most
recent Ofsted
inspector
thought of our
Cornerstones
curriculum

“This is inspiring interest
and engagement in
learning and pupils are
now benefiting from a
broad, balanced and
imaginative curriculum.”

- https://www.natgeokids.c
om/uk/ - A fun &
informative website which
is useful for both
geography and history
- http://primaryfacts.com A great hub of
information for history,
geography and more
- http://www.bbc.co.uk/sc
hools/primaryhistory/ Great for history facts
- https://www.bbc.com/ed
ucation - Useful for
history, geography and
more

