
Puritas Veritas Probitas 

Friday 1st November 2019 

Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome back to the second half term. I hope everyone had a restful break and enjoyed 
some quality time together. It was strange not being at home with my youngest Archie. 
His half term break has been this week. But I definitely relaxed. This half term, we will 
start sending home (via the newsletter) a short profile on each of our lovely staff mem-
bers. We are hoping this will be a great way of getting to know the teachers and support 
staff here at Keble a little more. 
With your permission, we start with me: 
 
I have been teaching since 1996 and have been a head teacher since 2009. I graduated 
from the University of Hertfordshire with a Bachelor in Education and majored in Linguis-
tics and Drama. I continued to study through my career and received the National Quali-
fication for Headship in 2008. I have a family that comprises of husband, Matt, Harry 
(who is 20 and studying Creative Music Technology at UWE), Archie (who is 11 and just 
started secondary school) and our staffy cross, Biscuit! My passion is music; I have 
played the cello and oboe in my younger days and have been singing from a very young 
age. When I get the time! I love to perform in musicals and over the years have played 
Nancy in “Oliver”, Miss Adelaide in “Guys and Dolls” and Sally Bowles in “Cabaret”, to 
name a few. A busy life and a busy job. Just the way I like it!  

Mrs Winter 

 

Welcome: This week we  officially welcome Mrs Andrea Michael to Keble. Mrs Michael is our new Admissions 
and Marketing Officer and will be in the office with Mrs Tyrrell. We all hope she enjoys her time here at Keble and she 
is looking forward to getting to know everyone here. 
 
Poppies: A letter was sent out earlier this week to inform parents that Poppies (for the Royal British Legion 
Appeal) will be on sale next week. Boys will come round to the classes to sell the poppies from Monday November 4th 
to Friday November 8th. Please contribute what you can. Thank you. 
 
Academic Year dates: In case you missed it, the year dates for 20/21 are now on the website for everyone to 
use. Please be mindful of the holiday dates when booking your holidays for 2020 and beyond. I will try to get the 21/22 
dates out after Christmas so we can all plan ahead. 
 
Black History month: October has been “Black History Month” and this week in assembly we celebrated our differ-
ences. Differences of religion, skin, beliefs, learning traits and much more besides. We discovered that one thing we all 
have in common; the ability to smile! 
 
Senior Schools: For your information I am currently in the process of visiting local and further afield, senior 
schools. I am finding this extremely useful to gain an insight into each of the schools that our boys can move onto. So 
far I have visited; Aldenham, Haileybury, Latymer, St Columbas, Haberdashers, St John’s and Westminster. I plan to 
visit City, St Albans, Highgate, Mount House and Mill Hill. These visits will be very rewarding and hopefully I will be 
able to advise parents on the merits of each and whether they would be the right choice for your son. 
 
Seesaw: This is a fantastic app that we use at school to enable the teachers   to assess and feedback upon the 
learning that is taking place every day here at school and beyond the classroom. The comment box is excellent to en-
gage and motivate the boys with positive feedback and tips or strategies on how to improve and develop their skills. It 
is also used in Reception in the same way. The app becomes the learning journal for the boy as they develop their 
skills in and out of the classroom. I need to remind parents, that the app is not to be used as a messaging tool. Please 
leave comments, of course, but if you have a question or query for the teacher, it is best to communicate in person. 
Thank you for your support and understanding in this matter. 

Dates for the Diary: 
 

5/11/19 - Year 1 trip to Natural History Museum 

5/11/19 - Year 2 trip to Royal Gunpowder Mill 
8/11/19 - KPSA Quiz Night 8pm 

11/11/19 - Remembrance Day 

11/11/19 - Year 8 exam week 

NO JUNIOR CHOIR ON 14/11/19 AND 28/11/19 due to 
training - apologies. 
15/11/19 - Children In Need - information to follow asap 

 

Head’s  
Commendations 

were Awarded to:  
Abdelrahman Ahmed 

Jorin Bavishi 
Leo Baynes 

Carrick Bourke 
Lachlan Bourke 

Ed Bowyer 
Kaito Bunting 

Takuma Bunting 
Lucian Carman 

Max Carman 
Thomas Couch 

Sam Dark 
Jack Grant 

Yacoub Ishraq 
Ethan Jones 

Jeremiah Kosamu 
Michael McDermott 
Malachy McFarlane 

Sam Meadows 
Tommy O’Brien 

Sotirios Papathomas 
Rohan Shah 
Zayan Shaikh 

Krishan Sharma 
Dhilan Wickes 
Zachary Zalkin 



 

Visit from Mount Everest Speaker 
Tori James 

 

What an inspiration! Tori James was, at the time, the 
youngest British woman, and first Welsh woman, to 
reach the summit of Everest. Her talk to the Year 4 boys 
was nothing short of awe inspiring. The boys were silent 
and transfixed for the whole one and a half hours as Tori 
revealed her story. The spontaneous and respect-
ful round of applause given by Year 4 when Tori showed 
the clip of her final ascent of the peak brought a tear to 
the teachers’ eyes. 



 

As part of our Jigsaw PSHE curriculum, the boys explored how easy life can be when we work as a 
team. The only way to build towers with straws and marshmallows was to work together! And we 
could eat the final product!  

STARTERS 
Copper coins tossed in battery acid 
A polished bronze medal with a hint of foam 
Mercury soup with a drizzle of engine oil 
Melted copper with shavings of chrome 
 
MAIN COURSES 
Three double decker buses with a pint of chrome jus 
Mercury dipped fridge with a side of shiny keys 
Mer-curry with golden chains and a bronze plane wing 
Rusty car door with a drizzle of melted platinum coins 
 
DESSERTS 
Iron ice cream with a sprinkle of paper clips 
Crunchy medal on a bed of bronze shavings 
Nuts and bolts platter with rusty key foam 
A nickel cake with icing of steel 

The boys particularly enjoyed designing Iron Man Restaurant menus. There are a few bud-
ding 'masterchefs' amongst them! 

The Year 4 boys have really enjoyed reading The Iron Man by Ted Hughes. They have pro-
duced a wonderful variety of work including diaries, newspaper reports and charac-
ter descriptions. 

 

Year 4 like to share their music skills in class. Each week I have a queue of boys all wanting to 
perform to their class friends! These mini class recitals are a great way for the boys to perform in 
an informal setting and enjoyable for all of us to listen to.   
Mrs C D’Amato 

 
 



U11 Football 
 

On Friday the U11 boys took part in the Hertfordshire and Middlesex round of the national Independ-
ent Schools Football Association (ISFA) competition at Aldenham School. The competition sees prep 
schools from across the two counties playing each other to then move forward to the national competi-
tion held at St Georges Park. The boys were really excited to play in the competition which saw 13 
schools play in a very high standard of competitive football.  
Keble Prep's group had some very strong opposition but the boys knew they could do well if they 
worked hard as individuals and performed as a team. The first match was against St Anthony's, this 
was a very close game with goals at either end but Keble stepped up and won the game 3-2. The next 
match was against St Columba's College, again a tough game where all of the Keble boys dug deep 
and performed well, this game ended in a 1-1 draw. St Martins were up next, they looked strong and 
quick but Keble more than matched them, passing well, and showing great discipline in defence. Ke-
ble came away 1-0 winners. After 2 wins and a draw Keble were starting to fire on all cylinders, 
which was unfortunate for Lochniver House. Having already played Lochinver this season the boys 
really wanted to do well, and they did, scoring 3 unanswered goals to win the match convincingly 3-0. 
The final match in the group was against Lockers Park, it was a game that the boys knew they had to 
do well in in order to finish top of the table and remain unbeaten in the group stages. With energy, 
commitment and a great deal of team spirit the Keble boys slotted 4 goals past Lockers Park and kept 
a clean sheet which meant a 4-0 victory, this also meant that Keble went into the semi final, topping 
the group. 
The semi final match was against Radlett Prep, a strong team who had finished 2nd in their group. The 
match was a great spectacle, with both teams displaying a fantastic standard of football. There was 
nothing in it for much of the match but unfortunately Radlett had a speculative shot that deflected and 
looped into the top of the Keble net. Keble went up a gear to try to get back into the game with many 
chances being saved or going close but the final whistle went and Keble had lost. All of the boys were 
bitterly disappointed but knew that they had done their best and that sometimes in sport, things 
don't always go your way. Radlett went on the win the final which was a small consolation to the boys 
that the only team that had beaten them were the eventual winners. The whole school can be very 
proud of the boys who played so well, representing the school with a high level of performance, pride, 
determination and great sportsmanship.  
 

                                        SPORTS NEWS 


