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As you are aware, there have been a number of initiatives 
introduced around the 11-16 education system including 
reformed GCSEs and significant changes to assessment 
systems at KS3 and KS4.

Commencing 2017 GCSE grades will be awarded on a 9-1 
scale.
As part of Trinity Catholic College’s “Engagement with Parents”, we have produced 
this KS4 Curriculum Guide as clarification of the curriculum content and assessment.

Every department offering a subject at KS4 has been included in this guide and each 
subject has:

• an explanatory overview
• topics to be taught across the year
• how your child is assessed
• expected homework
• available support and extra-curricular opportunities.

We hope you find the information in this guide useful and it enables you to support 
your child in partnership with the school.

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 
granycome.j@trinitycatholiccollege.org.uk

Mrs J Granycome
Deputy Head Teacher
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Further information can be found by searching “gcse and 
a-level reform’ at  www.gov.uk or typing the following 
address into your search browser; www.gov.uk/government/
uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/465873/
your_qualification_our_regulation.pdf 

Reference: “Your qualification, our regulation - GCSE, AS 
and A-level reforms in England”, Ofqual , 2015

The main differences of the reformed GCSEs are:

• they will be more demanding  
• they have been designed for a two-year period of study 
• they will be linear, so students will take all of their exams at the end of the course 
• non-exam assessment will be removed or reduced in the majority of GCSEs  
• they will have a new grading scale from 9 to 1

Reformed GCSEs will be introduced gradually over three years from September 2015 
starting with English and Maths. 

They will be graded from 9 to 1, instead of A* to G. 

Students taking GCSEs over this period will therefore receive a mixture of 9 to 1 and A* 
to G grades. Students will not lose out as a result of the changes. 

In 2017:

• broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 4 and above as 
currently achieve a grade C and above  

• broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 7 and above as 
currently achieve a grade A and above  

• the bottom of grade 1 will be aligned with the bottom of grade G  
• grade 5 will be awarded to around the top third of students gaining the equivalent 

of a grade C and bottom third of a grade B. This has been defined as a good pass by 
the Department for Education.

New KS4 grades
The government announced in early 2014 
that GCSEs and A-levels would be reformed 
beginning with English and Maths GCSE.

Assessment

 Trinity Catholic College 
is a caring and inclusive 
school with a successful 
track record of high 
academic achievement. 
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SmartHomework
Our Google Apps for Education partner, 
Realsmart, have recently released a new 
online homework tool.

We are proud to have been the first school 
to test this system with students and from 
September 2016 all homework will be set 
using SmartHomework.

Realsmart & Google Apps for Education
At Trinity Catholic College we endeavour to 
always provide our students with the best 
educational opportunities including the ways 
with which we use technology to engage 
students and enhance teaching and learning.

The underpinning principle of the ‘Trinity Cloud’ is to provide our students with access 
to the best online tools so that they can seamlessly access their learning from anywhere 
at any time. To prepare students for working and collaborating in a rapidly evolving 
world, we have partnered with Realsmart and use Google Apps for Education (GAfE).

GAfE provides students and teachers with an online platform for communication, 
collaboration and working. All of our students are able to log in via the school 
website and access their emails, calendar, files and documents as well as creating new 
documents, and completing assignments and submitting work to their teachers.

GAfE also gives students access to 1000’s of online tools which use Google accounts 
ranging from online video and sound editing to online maths tools and revision skills.

The unique way in which GAfE works allows students to work securely in real-time with 
one another, collaborate and share ideas as well as being able to communicate with 
their teachers at any time, from any location and on any device that can connect to the 
Internet.

Students can work on a ‘traditional’ computer or laptop or install the apps to tablets and 
mobile phones.

To find out more about Google Apps for Education visit www.google.com/edu/

SmartHomework allows a teacher to easily set a homework task with submission dates 
and assign it to students. There are several key features to the system which we hope 
will help students complete their homework on time and become more organised and 
independent with their work. These include:

• Email notifications - students are emailed once the homework has been assigned
and again the day before the due date

• Calendar - homework tasks are automatically added to the students Google calendar
• Submit work electronically from Google Drive
• Submit work physically and mark the task as complete
• Parent login
As a parent, you will receive your own login to SmartHomework and be able to see the 
tasks that have been assigned to your child, when they are due and if they have been 
completed on time.

Trinity Cloud
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 Students starting at Trinity build 
on prior knowledge and quickly 

become part of an ethos that 
nurtures talents, embraces collective 
and individual strengths and enables 

learning to flourish in a safe and 
secure environment. 

Maths is for everyone. It is diverse, engaging and essential in equipping students with the right skills to reach 
their future destination, whatever that may be. We design our lessons and support to enable students to engage 
with, explore, enjoy and succeed in maths. By putting students at the heart of everything we do, our aim is to 
shape what success in maths looks like for every student.

GCSE Topics
Students will commence the GCSE course 
(Foundation Tier or Higher Tier):
Topics covered Foundation Tier Higher Tier
Number 25% 15%
Algebra 20% 30%
Ratio 25% 20%
Geometry 15% 20%
Probability and statistics 15% 15%
(combined)
Full specifications can be found at: 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/
mathematics/specifications/AQA-8300-SP-
2015-V1-0.PDF

Assessment
Students will complete three formal external 
examinations at the end of Year 11, They consist 
of one 90min non-calculator examination and 
two 90min calculator examinations.

Throughout the year students will undertake 
five formal assessments in the style of these final 
examinations, relating to topics completed in 
the term.

Practice examinations will be completed in both 
Year 10 (June) and Year 11 (December).

Homework
Homework will be given once per week, in Year 
10 this will consist of a mixture of homework 
sheets and online tasks.

Year 10 homework is designed to develop 
problem solving skills. 

In Year 11 homework will primarily be focused 
on examination style tasks.

Support
• www.mymaths.com
• www.hegartymaths.com
• www.mathswatchvle.com
• www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects

Extra-Curricular
In Years 10 and 11 students may be asked 
to participate in maths StepUp which will 
run during tutorial time. A list of lunchtime 
and afterschool classes is circulated each 
September.

In addition our most able students will have 
the option of undertaking an additional maths 
qualification which runs during lunchtime and 
one afterschool session per week.

Mathematics (GCSE)
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 Our school is where 
young people enjoy 
learning and teachers 
enjoy teaching. 

English Language is an important subject and we aim to ensure that all our students achieve to the best of their ability. We believe 
that only through exciting and engaging our students can outstanding results in English be achieved. It is one thing to write or speak 
competently, but it is quite another to have a gift for speaking, a talent for performing, or a flair for writing. Our varied and exciting (and 
yes, demanding) programme of English study encourages all of our students to achieve their absolute best. English in Years 10 and 11 
builds on the skills students have acquired in Years 7-9. Students will be working towards 2 exams in Year 11, both will ask students to 
analyse and interpret texts with a final question asking them to write creatively.

Topics
Term 1 – Paper 1- Explorations in Creative 
Reading and Writing
Students will study both fiction and nonfiction 
texts from the 20th and 21st Century, the focus 
is on analytical and critical skills. They will look 
at how writers construct texts e.g. through 
language techniques, sentence types or 
structure. Students will also be taught to write 
creatively e.g. describing a scene. This will be 
tested through Practice Papers.

Term 2 – Paper 2- Writer’s Viewpoint and 
Perspective
Students will study and analyse a range of texts 
including nonfiction writing from the Nineteenth 
Century. They will be taught to analyse and 
compare different texts looking at how 
language changes dependant on audience, 
genre and purpose. Students will also be taught 
to write to express or argue their own viewpoint.

Term 3, 4 and 5- Revision of Paper 1 and 2
Students will consolidate their skills for the two 
papers and hone their exam technique through 
frequent testing and assessment.

Assessment
To assess students’ progress, we make use of 
a cycle of teacher, self and peer assessment 
to ensure progress with ongoing work. We will 
celebrate our students’ successes while also 
looking for where we can make the necessary 
improvements. Students will also be tested in a 
summative manner using GCSE exam questions 
on a regular basis and making use of the Whole 
School Policy using the Green Pen Challenge.

Homework
To help develop our students’ learning and 
consolidate their skills, we will set homework 
on a regular basis every week. This may be 
something simple such as completing a task 
to secure what they have learned that week to 
something more detailed and lengthy such as 
working through an exam answer.

Support
• http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-
language-2015.html

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/
z3kw2hv
• New GCSE English Language AQA Revision 
Guide for the grade 9-1 Course: CGP Books
• New GCSE English Language AQA 
Workbook for the grade 9-1 Course: CGP 
Books
• New GCSE English Language AQA Revision 
Guide and Practice for the grade 9-1 Course: 
CGP Books
We are happy to provide extra homework 
booklets at parents’ request.

Extra-Curricular
• Academically More Able and Talented in 
English- Students to undertake a challenging 
and interesting unit looking to stretch and 
improve their progress. Ongoing throughout 
the year with different cohorts.
• Drama Club- after school, every week on 
Tuesday.
• Dance Club- every week on Thursday.

English Language (GCSE)
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English Literature is an important subject and we aim to ensure that all our students achieve to the best of their ability. We believe 
that only through exciting and engaging our students can outstanding results in English be achieved. It is one thing to write or speak 
competently, but it is quite another to have a gift for speaking, a talent for performing, or a flair for writing. Our varied and exciting (and 
yes, demanding) programme of English study encourages all of our students to achieve their absolute best. English in Years 10 and 11 
builds on the skills students have acquired in Years 7-9. Students will be working towards 2 exams in Year 11, both will ask students to 
explore literary texts including a novel, plays and poetry.

Topics
Term 1
• Paper 2- An Inspector Calls
• Paper 1- A Christmas Carol
Students will study both exam texts looking in 
particular at plot, character and theme. They 
will also work on analysing use of language and 
structure and explore the context of the texts

Term 2 – Poetry- Love and Relationships
Students will study 15 poems from the Love and 
Relationships cluster prescribed by AQA. They 
will be asked to analyse two of these in their 
Year 11 exam. Students will explore language 
techniques and their use, themes, structure, 
context etc. and apply them to examination 
questions. 

Term 3 – Romeo and Juliet
Students will explore the play looking at plot, 
character and theme. They will also explore 
the context of the play and why it is important. 
They will analyse language use and apply this to 
exam questions.

Term 4
• Paper 2- An Inspector Calls
• Paper 1- A Christmas Carol
Students will revise both exam texts looking in 
particular at plot, character and theme. They 
will also work on analysing use of language and 
structure and explore the context of the texts. 
The unit will be very much based towards exam 
questions and exam technique.

Term 5 - Poetry- Love and Relationships
• Romeo and Juliet
Students will revise the poetry they explored 
in Year 10 and focus their skills concerning 
exam questions and exam technique. They 
will also look at the unseen element of the 
paper- analysing a poem they have not studied 
in class. Students will also revise the key areas 
of Romeo and Juliet again focusing on exam 
practice- they will need to analyse an extract 
and then link it to the text as a whole. 

Assessment
To assess students’ progress, we make use of 
a cycle of teacher, self and peer assessment 
to ensure progress with ongoing work. We will 
celebrate our students’ successes while also 

looking for where we can make the necessary 
improvements. Students will also be tested in a 
summative manner using GCSE exam questions 
on a regular basis and making use of the Whole 
School Policy using the Green Pen Challenge.

Homework
To help develop students’ learning and 
consolidate their skills, we will set homework 
on a regular basis every week. This may be 
something simple such as completing a task 
to secure what they have learned that week to 
something more detailed and lengthy such as 
working through an exam answer.

Support
• http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-
literature-2015.html
• An Inspector Calls: J. B. Priestley
• Romeo and Juliet: William Shakespeare
• A Christmas Carol: Charles Dickens
• GCSE English Text Guide: An Inspector Calls: 
CGP Books
• GCSE English Text Guide: Romeo and Juliet: 
CGP Books

• GCSE English Text Guide: A Christmas Carol: 
CGP Books
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/
z3kw2hv
• New GCSE English Literature AQA Unseen 
Poetry Guide - for the Grade 9-1 Course: CGP 
Books
• New GCSE English Literature AQA Poetry 
Guide: Love & Relationships Anthology - the 
Grade 9-1 Course: CGP Books
We are happy to provide extra homework 
booklets at parents’ request.

Extra-Curricular
• Academically More Able and Talented in 
English- Students to undertake a challenging 
and interesting unit looking to stretch and 
improve their progress. Ongoing throughout 
the year with different cohorts.
• Drama Club- after school, every week on 
Tuesday.
• Dance Club- every week on Thursday.
• Creative Writing- after school every week on 
Tuesday.

GCSE English Literature

 Our Catholic ethos 
ensures that we 

welcome students from 
all backgrounds and 

religions and value each 
as an individual. 
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 Our children will face 
the demanding world of 
the 21st Century with 
confidence and hope.
They will be team players,
imaginative, flexible and 
determined; they will 
want to shape the future 
not respond to it. 

Students complete the Eduqas GCSE in Religious Studies, Route B. This follows Diocesan and DfE guidelines. 
Two of the three components focus on Catholic theology with the third being a study of another world faith, 
namely Judaism.

Topics
Component 1: Foundational Catholic 
Theology

• Theme 1: Origins and Meaning
• Theme 2: Good and Evil
Component 2: Applied Catholic Theology

• Theme 1:  Life and Death
• Theme 2: Sin and Forgiveness
Component 3: Study of a World Faith

• Candidates will study the beliefs, teachings 
and practices of Judaism

Assessment
There will be 3 GCSE written exams at the end 
of Year 11.

Component 1 will be assessed with a 90 minute 
exam worth 37.5% of the GCSE.

Component 2 will also be assessed with a 90 
minute exam worth again 37.5% of the GCSE.

Component 3 will be assessed with a 60 minute 
exam worth 25% of the GCSE.

Internal assessment will take place across Y10 
and Y11 with 3 assessments per component.

Homework
Each component will carry a homework booklet 
with exam practice questions which will support 
learning and exam technique. In addition to 
this, homework will be given at the teacher’s 
discretion related to classwork.

Support
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/
religious-studies/gcse/

Religious Education (GCSE)
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 We have our ‘state 
of the art’ £20+ million 
school together with a 

refurbished and separate 
Sixth Form block to 

ensure that our children 
receive the very best 

education possible with 
resources and facilities 

second to none. 

From September 2016 a new suite of GCSE Science qualifications is being taught in all schools. Students will now start their 
GCSE lessons in Year 9 and will sit all examinations at the end of Year 11. The new GCSE Science qualifications have been 
designed to be challenging but will give students a much deeper understanding of the science from the world we live in. It 
combines traditional scientific knowledge with a much deeper development of practical skills. 

*Reformed GCSE - Year 10 September 2016 cohort.

Topics
Students will be taught biology, chemistry and 
physics as separate subjects which will combine 
together to form the AQA GCSE Combined 
Science qualification.

Biology topics:
• Cell biology
• Organisation
• Infection and response
• Bioenergetics
• Homeostasis and response
• Inheritance, variation and evolution
• Ecology
Chemistry topics:
• Atomic structure and the periodic table
• Bonding, structure and the properties of matter
• Quantitative chemistry
• Chemical changes
• Energy changes
• The rate and extent of chemical change
• Organic chemistry
• Chemical analysis
• Chemistry of the atmosphere
• Using resources

Physics topics:
• Energy
• Electricity
• Particle model of matter
• Atomic structure
• Forces
• Waves
• Magnetism and electromagnetism

Assessment
All GCSE examinations are taken at the end 
of Year 11. Each student will sit 2 biology, 2 
chemistry and 2 physics papers each being 1hr 
15 minutes long. Exam questions will include 
a variety of multiple choice, structured, closed 
short answer and open response question 
types.

There is no longer a requirement to complete 
assessed coursework in science. However, 
throughout the course students will complete 
a number of ‘required practicals’, specified by 
AQA, across the science subjects.

These will not count towards the GCSE 
qualification but students will be asked 
questions on practical skills as part of the final 

written examination papers (approx. 15% of 
marks). Overall GCSE grades will be awarded 
on the new 9-1 grading system.

Homework
Homework will be given throughout each 
topic and will be longer tasks that aim to help 
students link and apply knowledge from the 
topic. This type of homework be given every 
couple of weeks. Students will also receive 
shorter pieces of homework which may be 
to learn key scientific formulae, words or 
definitions or to research an aspect of the topic 
for the next lesson.  Students will also receive 
homework that will help them to practise GCSE 
style exam questions.

Support
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/

Extra-Curricular
Ongoing support will be given through a 
Step-up Programme aimed at developing key 
knowledge and application of mathematical 
skills required at GCSE.

*Combined Science (GCSE) (Double Award - Trilogy)
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From September 2016 a new suite of GCSE Science qualifications is being taught in all schools. Students will now start their 
GCSE lessons in Year 9 and will sit all examinations at the end of Year 11. The new GCSE Science qualifications have been 
designed to be challenging but will give students a much deeper understanding of the science from the world we live in. It 
combines traditional scientific knowledge with a much deeper development of practical skills. 

Topics
Students will be taught biology, chemistry and 
physics as separate subjects. These will be 
examined leading to GCSE Separate Science 
qualifications.

Biology topics:
• Cell biology
• Organisation
• Infection and response
• Bioenergetics
• Homeostasis and response
• Inheritance, variation and evolution
• Ecology
Chemistry topics:
• Atomic structure and the periodic table
• Bonding, structure and the properties of matter
• Quantitative chemistry
• Chemical changes
• Energy changes
• The rate and extent of chemical change
• Organic chemistry
• Chemical analysis
• Chemistry of the atmosphere
• Using resources

Physics topics:
• Energy
• Electricity
• Particle model of matter
• Atomic structure
• Forces
• Waves
• Magnetism and electromagnetism

Assessment
All GCSE examinations are taken at the end 
of Year 11. Each student will sit 2 biology, 2 
chemistry and 2 physics papers each being 1hr 
45 minutes long**.

Exam questions will include a variety of multiple 
choice, structured, closed short answer and open 
response question types.

There is no longer a requirement to complete 
assessed coursework in science. However, 
throughout the course students will complete 
a minimum number of ‘required practicals’, 
specified by AQA, across the science subjects.

These will not count towards the GCSE 
qualification but students will be asked 
questions on practical skills as part of the final 

written examination papers (approx. 15% of 
marks). Overall GCSE grades will be awarded on 
the new 9-1 grading system.

** Year 11 3 Biology, 3 Chemistry, 3 Physics 
examinations.

Homework
Homework will be given throughout each topic 
and will be longer tasks that aim to help students 
link and apply knowledge from the topic. It is 
anticipated that this type of homework be given 
every couple of weeks. Students will also receive 
shorter pieces of homework which may be to learn 
key scientific formulae, words or definitions or to 
research an aspect of the topic for the next lesson.  
Students will also receive homework that will help 
them to practise GCSE style exam questions.

Support
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/

Extra-Curricular
Ongoing support will be given through a Step-up 
Programme aimed at developing key knowledge 
and application of scientific skills required at GCSE.

*Separate Science (3 GCSEs) in Biology, Chemistry and Physics

 Trinity is at 
the leading edge 
of educational
development 
and relentless 
in its pursuit of 
excellence. 

*Reformed GCSE - Year 10 September 2016 cohort.
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At Trinity Catholic College, students are able to study French or German at GCSE. The Eduqas GCSEs in French and German are 
based on a conviction that learners studying a modern foreign language will develop their desire and ability to communicate with and 
understand speakers of the assessed language in a variety of contexts and for a variety of purposes. The aims of these GCSE courses 
are that students will broaden their horizons, develop a cultural knowledge and understanding and foster transferable skills such as 
confidence, communication, problem solving and creativity. They also aim to provide learners with a solid foundation on which to prepare 
them for future language study.

Topics
In both French and German there are 9 units to 
study over a two year period: 

Topic 1 - Youth Culture
• Self and relationships
• Technology and social media
Topic 2 - Lifestyle
• Health and fitness
• Entertainment and leisure
Topic 3 - Customs and Traditions
• Food and drink
• Festivals and celebrations
Topic 4 - Home and Locality
• Local areas of interest
• Transport
Topic 5 - France/Germany and French/
German speaking countries
• Local and regional features and 
characteristics 
• Holidays and tourism

Topic 6 - Global Sustainability
• Environment
• Social issues 
Topic 7 - Current Study
• School/college life
• School/college studies
Topic 8 - World of Work
• Work experience and
• part-time jobs
• Skills and personal qualities
Topic 9 - Jobs and Future Plans
• Applying for work/study
• Career plans

Assessment
Students will be assessed at the end of the 2 
year course in the following areas:

• Speaking Exam worth 25% 
• Listening Exam worth 25%
• Reading Exam worth 25% 
• Writing Exam worth 25% 

Homework
Homework will be issued once per fortnight as 
per departmental policy. 

Students will have a list of vocabulary to learn 
and will be tested on these words. They will 
also be issued with a homework booklet with 
practice exam questions and translations to 
complete. 

Support
To support your child in their GCSE French 
studies, the following websites are highly 
recommended.

• www.linguascope.com 
• www.languagesonline.org.uk
• www.quizlet.com/French
• www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/french/
gcse/
• www.quizlet.com/German
• www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/german/
gcse/

Extra-Curricular
As a department we believe strongly in 
developing and nurturing our future linguists. 
We offer lunchtime and after school revision 
sessions for KS4 students leading up to the 
examination period.

We also run a very successful Exchange 
Programme with our partner school in Mauriac 
whereby our students get to spend a week 
in France with a host family and the French 
students then return to Middlesbrough the 
following year. 

Modern Foreign Languages (GCSE) 
 We have established a strong reputation 

and are held in extremely high regard by the 
immediate and wider community. 
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Studying Geography gives students the opportunity to travel the world via the classroom, learning about both 
the physical and human environment. They will develop their understanding of how geography impacts on their 
everyday lives and discover the key opportunities and challenges facing the world.

Topics
Living with the physical environment
• The challenge of natural hazards
• The living world
• Physical landscapes in the UK
Challenges in the human environment
• Urban issues and challenges
• The changing economic world
• The challenge of resource management
Geographical applications
• Issue evaluation
• Fieldwork

Assessment
Assessment of key geographical skills as well 
as knowledge and understanding is carried out 
through end of term tests and assessment of 
classwork.

Final assessment takes the form of three written 
exams:

Living with the physical environment
• Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
Challenges in the human environment
• Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
Geographical skills
• Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes

Homework
To develop students knowledge and 
understanding of the topics being studied 
homework is set on a fortnightly basis 
throughout the year . All of the work can 
be accessed by the students using Google 
Classroom from the college website

Support
There are a number of online resources to help 
develop Geography. Some of our favorites are:

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
geography/
• http://www.gcsegeography.co.uk/
• http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE

Geography (GCSE)

 We can develop, in 
partnership with our 
primary schools, a
comprehensive 3-19 
Catholic education strategy 
for all our children in 
Middlesbrough. 
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At Trinity Catholic College, History is a popular option at GCSE building upon the knowledge and skills taught at 
Key Stage 3. The aim of History at Trinity is to deliver the curriculum in a manner which interests and stimulates, 
to encourage students to ask questions, to enquire and to understand the nature and use of historical evidence 
following the new GCSE AQA Specification. 

Topics
This is a two year course covering 4 period 
study options. At the end of Year 11 students 
will sit two external exams made up of the 
following topics:

• Germany 1890-1945: Democracy and 
Dictatorship
• Conflict and Tension in the Wider World 
1918-1939
• Britain, Health and the People
• Elizabethan England
For more information visit www.AQA.org.uk 

Assessment
We assess students regularly throughout Year 10 
and Year 11. Students will complete a range of 
assessment activities throughout each topic of 
the course based on exam style questions and 
facts tests to prepare them for the demands of 
the final exams.

At the end of each topic students are assessed 
by completing a practice GCSE examination 
paper. Assessment scores are used to track 
student progress and implement intervention if 
necessary. 

Homework
Homework is set and marked every week to 
consolidate and develop classwork. 

Students will complete a range of homework 
tasks including research, extended written 
pieces, exam questions and revision. As with 
assessment, homework is also used to track 
student progress and implement intervention if 
necessary.  

Support
Students are always welcome to see any of 
their History teachers during lunchtime to ask 
for extra help with homework or classwork. 
We also run extra sessions after school and 
at lunchtimes when exams are approaching.  
Alternatively, there are lots of websites that can 
be  accessed for more information on the topics 
that are covered in class.  Some of our favourite 
websites are:
• www.bbc.co.uk/education
• www.historylearningsite.co.uk
• www.historyonthenet.com 

Extra-Curricular
Homework – we offer a homework club 
Tuesday-Thursday lunchtimes. Students can 
complete their History homework in a quiet and 
calm environment with access to computers and 
the internet.

Trips - all year groups, but particularly KS4  have 
the opportunity to visit places of Historical 
importance including our overseas trips to 
Poland, France and Belgium.

History (GCSE)

 Trinity believes that every 
student needs support and that 
the support must be personalised 
for the individual. 
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The GCSE in Computer Science is an academic qualification which provides students with an opportunity to 
develop their understanding and skills in computer science and computational thinking and problem solving. 
This course has a broad focus across all aspects of computing, investigating how computers work, communicate 
and are programmed. It provides a good balance of theory and practical investigation. This is a new-style GCSE 

Topics
The course is split into 3 units of study that 
cover a broad range of theory and practical 
application

Unit 1 - Computer Systems - 40% of the 
course
• This unit covers all of the computer science 
theory and principles including input, output, 
storage, the CPU and systems architecture, 
software, computer networks and legal and 
ethical issues
Unit 2 - Computational thinking, Algorithms 
and Programming - 40% of the course
• This unit develops students’ abilities to think 
like a computer scientist, taking complex 
problems and breaking them down into 
manageable and achievable components that 
can then be coded and solved computationally.
Unit 3 - Programming Project - 20% of the 
course
• This unit is an internal assessment where 
students apply their problem solving and 
programming skills to design and code a 
solution to a complex problem

Assessment
Unit 1 and Unit 2 are both assessed at the end 
of year 11, each with a 1 hour 30 minute written 
exam.

Unit 3 is an NEA (Non-examined assessment) 
taken during Y11 and takes 20 hours to 
complete. During this time, the students work 
in a controlled environment with no Internet 
access and strict rules of conduct to ensure that 
the assessment is accurate

Throughout the course, regular feedback is 
given, in line with the school policy. Feedback 
is always given electronically using Google 
Classroom

Homework
Homework is an essential part of GCSE 
Computer Science. Through year 10, homework 
focuses on developing computational thinking 
skills and problem solving. In Year 11 this shifts 
to developing the subject knowledge and skills 
that are required for the examinations

Support
There are a range of additional online resources 
that we use to support Computer Science

• Elevate.cambridge.org - all students have 
their own electronic copy of the course text 
and resources available online or as a tablet 
app for android and iOS
• Codio.com - online programming and 
development environment
• www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects - BBC 
bitesizse revision
• Computerscienceuk.com

Extra-Curricular
To support students with Computer Science, we 
offer catch-up sessions every Tuesday evening

Computer Science (GCSE)

 We understand having 
the right ICT tools to help 
you learn and achieve your 
best are essential. 
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 The school 
experience will be 

exciting, demanding 
and enjoyable. 

The Art & Design GCSE  is a broad course where students explore practical and critical/contextual work through a 
range of 2D and 3D processes.  Projects build on the skills learnt in previous years and lay the foundation for further 
study at A level.  Studying Art and Design gives students the opportunity to develop their visual language and 
awareness of the world around them in order to create for themselves a richer and more appreciative way of life.  

Topics
Term 1- Skills and techniques .  
• Developing skills and exploring media on 
the theme of the figure. Experimenting with 
materials such as drawing/painting, oil pastel, 
charcoal, collage and 3D techniques.
Term 2/3/4- Independent project based on 
theme of choice (linked to Figure Sculpture). 
• Examples of themes could be Sport, dance, 
relationships, social issues, fashion etc.  
Researching artists to inspire ideas which are 
then developed into a large scale final piece.
Term 5/6- Externally set task. 
• Themes are set by the exam board which are 
researched and developed over several weeks, 
leading to a final piece which is completed in 
exam conditions over a 10 hour period.

Assessment
The GCSE grade is a combination of 
coursework (60%) and externally set task (40%). 
There are 4 assessment objectives that have to 
be marked.  Work is continually assessed with 
individual written feedback and targets given, 
as well as regular individual tutorials so that all 
students know how to make progress. At the 
end of the course an external examiner will 
come in to verify the teachers marks. 

Homework
To help develop further confidence with their 
skills and build up their portfolio of work, 
homework is ongoing with individual deadlines 
set.  Students are expected to continue with 
coursework in their own time.

Support
There are many online resources that could 
inspire and motivate students with Art and 
Design.  Some of our favourites are:

• http://www.aqa.org.uk
• https://uk.pinterest.com
• www.artchive.com
• www.tate.org.uk
• www.bbc.co.uk/arts
• www.nsead.org

Extra-Curricular
The Art rooms are open every lunchtime and 
after school except Friday for students to get 
extra help and support, or to use the materials 
to work on their portfolio of work.

The department  also often leads workshop 
activities on focus days for students.

Art and Design (GCSE)
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GCSE Business is based around an ‘enterprise and skills’ approach to learning. It introduces students to the 
world of small businesses - they will find out how to spot an opportunity, develop an idea and turn that into 
a small business. They will then look at how it can be built into a successful large business. All aspects of the 
course will be linked to real-life examples so that students can see how the theory relates to business in practice.

Topics
Unit 1 - Introduction to Small Business:
Spotting a Business Opportunity, Showing 
Enterprise, Putting a Business Idea into 
Practice, Making the Start-up Effective, 
Understanding the Economic Context

Unit 2 - Investigating Small Business:
Covers the same content as Unit 1, although is 
assessed differently (see below)

Unit 3 - Building a Business:
Marketing, Meeting Customer Needs, Effective 
Financial Management, Effective People 
Management, The Wider World Affecting 
Business.

Assessment
• Unit 1 - Introduction to Small Business (worth 
25% of final grade): 45 minute external exam 
at the end of Y11 which comprises multiple 
choice questions covering all Unit 1 topics.
• Unit 2 - Investigating Small Business (worth 
25% of final grade): internally assessed / 
externally moderated controlled assessment 
task whereby students choose one of the five 

topics from Unit 1 and complete a focused 
investigation into a small business of their 
choice. 
• Unit 3 - Building a Business: (worth 50% of 
final grade): 90 minute external exam at the 
end of Y11 which comprises extended answer 
questions covering all Unit 3 topics.

Homework
All students are set topic based homework 
tasks based on developing and securing their 
understanding of key terms and theory which 
are crucial to the course - this involves tasks 
such as matching activities, creating flashcards 
and revision for key terms tests / end of topic 
assessments. This homework is set approximately 
once per timetable cycle (every 2 weeks).

Students may also purchase the Business 
Revision Workbook from school which includes 
set questions for every topic covered - this 
‘extra’ homework is useful exam practice and 
will help them to consolidate / extend learning 
beyond the classroom.

Support
All students are advised to purchase the 
Business Revision Guide which contains all 
course content presented in an easy to follow 
format - they are available at a reduced price 
from school. Useful websites include:

• BBC Bitesize (GCSE theory only): www.bbc.
co.uk/education/subjects
• Tutor 2 U (GCSE & A Level theory): www.
tutor2u.net/business
• Times 100 (theory & case studies for GCSE & 
A Level): businesscasestudies.co.uk
• Business Ed (theory for GCSE & A Level): 
www.businessed.co.uk 

Extra-Curricular
Each teacher runs at least one supported after 
school session per fortnight for their individual 
classes (usually on Tuesday or Thursday) - all 
students are welcome to attend. Alternatively, 
students are able to use homework clubs 
in LRC/ICT rooms at lunch / after school to 
complete homework or catch up on classwork 
independently.

Business (GCSE)

 We have an 
extensive curriculum 

offering a variety of 
academic and vocational 

qualifications to meet 
the needs of students  

with a wide range of 
abilities and interests. 
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This qualification is designed for learners who want an introduction to business and enterprise that includes 
a vocational and hands on element. It has been developed to enthuse and inspire learners about a career in 
business and enterprise. The qualification will appeal to learners who wish to either set up their own business, 
move into employment or progress onto further study.

Topics
• Unit 01 Introduction to business and 
enterprise - is an internally assessed unit. This 
unit aims to give learners an introduction to 
business and enterprise. It gives learners an 
introduction to start up projects and helps 
them to identify risks and rewards.
• Unit 02 Marketing for business and 
enterprise - is an externally assessed unit. 
This unit aims to give learners an insight into 
market research, and different marketing 
opportunities and techniques. 
• Unit 03 Finance for business and enterprise - 
is an internally assessed unit.  This unit aims to 
provide learners with a basic knowledge and 
understanding of business finance for a new 
business or enterprise.
• Unit 04 Plan, develop and participate in a 
business or enterprise project - is an internally 
assessed unit. This unit aims to develop a 
project plan and implement the project. The 
learner will then go on to evaluate the overall 
success of the project.

Assessment
Units 1,3,4 are all internally assessed units 
whilst Unit 2 is an externally assessed unit. The 
external assessment takes place under exam 
conditions with an invigilator present.

The students completed exam paper is then 
assessed by an examiner at NcFE. Results are 
then posted onto a portal several weeks later.

For the internally assessed units the candidates 
have 90 guided hours to complete all 3 units. 
Their work is assessed by an internal moderator 
as well as by a NcFE moderator. 

The grades that students can gain are Pass, 
Merit or Distinction. This is the equivalent of 
A,B,C at GCSE level.

Homework
Homework is ongoing because of the vocational 
element to the course. A task will be set in class 
and students will be expected to complete 
this at home on a weekly basis. It is vital that 
deadlines are met due to the timescale given 
from the board. Also homework comprises of 
revision for the unit 2 examination.

Support
• www.hmrc.gov.uk 
• www.tutor2u.net 
• www.bbc.co.uk/education

Extra-Curricular
Students are asked to research local businesses 
to enable them to experience a broad range of 
business context.

External speakers deliver an overview on 
sources of finance relevant to individual 
businesses.

NcFE in Business and Enterprise

 Visitors to the school will 
find it welcoming, friendly 
and purposeful, where 
there is clear concern for the 
individual, a commitment to 
high standards and a place 
where complacency and 
cynicism are not tolerated. 
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GCSE Drama introduces students to, and helps develop, the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to 
succeed in this area of the Arts. All practical assessment and the written exam take place in Year 11.

Students will study and perform a range of texts including ‘Blood Brothers’ as part of their controlled 
assessment. In addition, students have a number of opportunities to develop a work of their own based on a 
stimulus or in the style of a particular practitioner. Students will also produce a ‘devising log’ to support their 
work which will be assessed by the teacher and moderated by an examiner.

Topics
The subject content for GCSE Drama is 
divided into three components:
• Understanding Drama
• Devising Drama
• Texts in Practice

Assessment
Component 1: Understanding drama
• Written exam: 1 hour and 45 minutes
• Open book
• 80 marks, 40% of GCSE 
Component 2: Devising drama (practical)
• Revising log (60 marks)
• Devised performance (20 marks)
• 80 marks in total, 40% of GCSE

Component 3: Texts in practice (practical)
• Performance of Extract 1 (20 marks) and 
Extract 2 (20 marks)
• 40 marks in total, 20% of GCSE

Homework
Regular homework will be set. However, the 
type of homework may vary from a practical 
type of rehearsal and learning lines, to an 
academic type of exam preparation and 
coursework writing. 

Support
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/
drama-8261/specification-at-a-glance 

Extra-Curricular
• Dance Club - Tuesday Lunch
• Dance Club - Thursday Lunch
Extra rehearsals for exams and practical 
controlled assessments will be determined and 
organised by the teacher. 

GCSE Drama

 Our students work 
hard to achieve their 

fantastic academic 
results, but we 

also believe that 
students should have 

opportunities to 
have fun, learn new 
skills and develop as 

individuals. 
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BTEC Engineering is a two year course that is made up of 70% coursework and 30% onscreen test. Over the 
two years students will gain an insight into Engineering through the completion of 3 key units. Students will be 
required to manage their time and meet coursework deadlines set throughout the year. 

Topics
Unit 1 - The Engineering World
Students will investigate the processes used to 
manufacture modern products within different 
engineering sectors. Students will also study 
some of the new developments in materials 
and engineering technology that have an 
impact on life today.
Unit 2 - Investigating an Engineered Product
This unit involves the investigation of 
a manufactured product to learn what 
considerations a designer would keep in mind 
when writing a technical specification.
Unit 3 - Machining Techniques
This unit will help students to understand 
the engineering processes that we use to 
generate and form shapes through machining 
techniques, focussing on Drilling, Turning and 
Milling. 

Assessment
Students will have regular and continuous 
coursework/assessment deadlines running 
throughout the year by which they will be 
required to submit assignments for both Unit 
2 and 3. Unit 1 will be assessed through an 
externally assessed on screen test.

Key Attributes
BTEC Engineering has been designed to 
give students an insight into the world of 
Engineering. The course doesn’t focus on one 
particular aspect of Engineering but is designed 
to give students a broad understanding of 
Engineering and allow them the opportunity 
to develop a range of personal skills and 
techniques.

Homework
Over the two years students will be given 
regular homework which will be used to support 
and underpin their ongoing coursework 
assignments but also form the basis of their 
revision for the Unit 1 onscreen test. Students 

will be required to research and investigate all 
aspects of Engineering and incorporate their 
findings into their coursework assignments.

Support
• www.technologystudent.com/
• www.data.org.uk
• www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
• www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-
technology

Extra Curricular
Students will be given the opportunity to 
attend afterschool and lunchtime classes to 
gain further support and guidance as well as 
catch up on any work missed. Educational 
visits are organised where possible and in the 
past have included; Caterpillar, ConocoPhilips, 
Sunderland & Teesside Universities and Nissan.

Engineering (BTEC)

 In today’s challenging 
economic climate we aim 
to equip our students with 
the confidence and skills 
to be competitive in the 
employment market. 
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Focusing on the various elements of ‘Film Language’, this course allows students to study films and the ways in 
which they are experienced, the importance of visual representation in today’s global society and the place film 
has in communicating ideas, attitudes and cultural beliefs, both now and in the past. It is designed to build upon 
students’ own experience of film (as consumers and creators)

Topics
Micro and Macro elements of film language
Focused case studies that allow engagement 
with mise-en-scene, cinematography, editing, 
sound, visual effects, genre, narrative and 
representation.

Exploring Film
Applying these elements of film language to a 
set genre - Superhero Movies. Students will also 
have the opportunity to explore a film of their 
choice from another genre

Exploring Film Outside of Hollywood
A wider study of the global movie industry with 
a main focus on the 2005 South African Film 
‘Tsotsi’ directed by Gavin Hood

Film Marketing 
A practical case study as to how movies are 
produced, distributed and exhibited with 
specific audiences in mind

Assessment
External Assessment - Examinations (50%)
• Paper 1: Exploring Film 30% (1 hr 30 
minutes) - Four compulsory questions focusing 
on one film genre (Superhero Movies)
• Paper 2: Exploring Film outside Hollywood 
20% (1 hour) - Three compulsory questions on 
one film produced outside Hollywood (Tsotsi)
Controlled Assessment (50%)
• Exploring and creating - Two main items: a 
film exploration (two tasks) and a production 
(four tasks).
- Exploring a film of the candidate’s choice – 
two tasks (30 marks)
- Production – four tasks (70 marks) as students 
produce a marketing campaign for their own 
original film idea

Homework
Homework is frequent within the classroom 
based topics. At least once a fortnight students 
will have a focused research task that links into 
the areas of film language they have been 
analysing in the classroom.

Support
• www.wjec.co.uk
• www.tsotsi.com
• www.imdb.com
• ww.impawards.com

Film Studies (GCSE)

 We want to ensure 
students undertake 

courses which reflect 
their unique talents 

and abilities and 
equip them with the 
knowledge and skills 
to achieve their goals 

and aspirations. 



An inclusive, learning community living out Gospel values40 41KS4 CURRICULUM GUIDE

Our fresh and exciting GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition course is a 2 year course which equips students 
with an array of culinary techniques, as well as knowledge of nutrition, food traditions and kitchen safety. The 
course has been created to inspire and motivate students, opening their eyes to a world of career opportunities 
and giving them the confidence to cook with ingredients from across the globe.

Topics
Task 1: Food investigation
Students develop their understanding of the 
working characteristics, functional and chemical 
properties of ingredients. This will be done 
through a range of practical investigations.

Task 2: Food preparation assessment
Students develop their knowledge, skills and 
understanding in relation to the planning, 
preparation, cooking, presentation of food and 
application of nutrition related to the chosen 
task. Students will prepare, cook and present 
a final menu of three dishes within a single 
period of no more than three hours, planning in 
advance how this will be achieved.  

Assessment
Written exam
50% of GCSE - Theoretical knowledge of Food 
Preparation and Nutrition.

Coursework
50% of GCSE -  2 Tasks: 

Key Attributes
The course has been developed to cover 12 
essential food skill sets from general practical 
and knife skills to more specific skills including 
tenderising and marinating and setting and 
rising agents. These skills will be developed and 
assessed through the use of practical activities.

Homework
Over the two years students will be given 
regular homework which will be used to support 
and underpin their ongoing coursework.

Students will be required to record skills learnt 
and developed after every practical session to 
help show progression of skills. The skills diary 
will form part of their 50% coursework tasks.

Support
• www.technologystudent.com/
• www.data.org.uk
• www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
• www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-
technology

Extra Curricular Activities & 
Educational Visits
Students will be given the opportunity to cater 
for charity events such as Lourdes, CAFOD 
Hunger lunch and feeding the homeless.

In order to offer students the chance to see the 
impact of food in the outside world there are 
several trips organised over the two year course. 
In previous years these have included trips to 
London where students have attended a range 
of multicultural food markets and restaurants. 

Food Preparation and Nutrition (GCSE)

 Students will find 
themselves enjoying 
a range of different 
courses and experience 
many extra-curricular 
activities and events.
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Music is constantly evolving, inspiring creativity and expression in a way that no other subject can. GCSE Music 
is designed to appeal to, and cater for, a wide range of interests, instruments, personalities and directions. 
Learners will have the opportunity to explore instruments and areas of study depending on their personal 
preference and ability.

Topics
• Instrument study (voice or any other 

instrument). This can include sequencing 
using Garageband and Logic.

• Orchestral Music from 1650 to 1910. From 
the Baroque Solo Concerto to the Romantic 
Concerto.

• Traditional rhythmic roots from four 
geographical regions of the world including 
India and Punjab, Eastern Mediterranean and 
Middle East, Africa, and Central and South 
America.

• Music used for films including music that has 
been composed specifically for a film, music 
from the Western Classical tradition that has 
been used within a film and music that has 
been composed as a soundtrack for a video 
game.

• Popular music from the 1950s to the present 
day.

Assessment
Integrated Portfolio
• Performance on the learner’s chosen 

instrument or voice or Garageband and Logic 
work.

• Composition to a brief set by the learner.
• Non-exam assessment  30% of total GCSE
Practical Component
• Ensemble performance on the learner’s 

chosen instrument or voice or Garageband 
and Logic work..

• Composition to an exam board set brief.
• Non-exam assessment  30% of total GCSE
Listening and Appraising.
A written paper, with CD listening extracts.  
1 hour and 30 minutes written paper 40% of 
total GCSE

Homework
Homework is an essential part of GCSE Music. 
Listening homeworks are set electronically and 
students should be practising their instrument 
regularly.

Support
There is a range of additional resources 
available to support Music GCSE:

• Additional Instrumental and Vocal lessons 
delivered in school through TVMS

• www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects - BBC 
bitesizse revision

• Various resources shared with Music GCSE 
students through Google Drive

Extra-Curricular
To support students with Music GCSE the 
department is available to use the resources 
every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
evening. There is a choir, orchestra and various 
bands to help develop performance skills.

Music (GCSE)

 We  take every 
opportunity to 

maximise each and 
every student’s 

potential. 
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The BTEC Award in Sport is a qualification where students develop their knowledge and understanding of Sport 
through Practical and Theory lessons.  

Topics
• Fitness for Sport & Exercise 
• Practical  Sport Performance 
• The Sports Performer in Action 
• Leading Sports Activities 

Assessment
The course is 75% coursework and 25% 
onscreen exam. The coursework is marked by 
the teacher and can be awarded a PASS, MERIT 
or DISTINCTION grade. Students work will 
be assessed and monitored regularly through 
lessons and at the end of each assignment 
deadline. 

Homework
Homework is assigned regularly according to 
choice of unit. Fitness for Sport and Exercise is 
an exam unit and homework will be revision and 
exam material. 

Support
• Adams et al (2012) BTEC First Sport Student 

Book, Pearson Education, 
• www.bbc.co.uk/sport 
• www.brainmac.co.uk
• www.teachpe.com

Extra-Curricular
There are a number of sports clubs that 
students can attend to help develop their 
knowledge and understanding of the different 
sport elements involved in the course. Revision 
classes will be after school on Thursday to 
help catch up with coursework and revision for 
exams. 

Sport (BTEC)

 Our sporting 
teams and individual 
students enjoy 
regular success in 
sports from local to 
national level. 
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GCSE Textiles is a two year course that is made up of 60% coursework and 40% exam. During the first year 
students will be expected to produce a folder of factual information in preparation for the exam and a sketch 
pad of work which will be used to record all new skills. 

Topics
Pop Art Pencil Case 
This project involves discovering a range of new 
decorative techniques alongside the designing 
making and testing of a Pop Art inspired pencil 
case.

Surface Design Garments
Building on the previous project students 
will discover a wider range of surface design 
techniques which will allow students to design, 
manufacture and evaluate a child’s item of 
clothing.

Coursework
Coursework is an independent piece of work 
that will be A3 in size, students will be required 
to work on it for a year and meet deadlines set 
by the subject teacher.

Practical work is heavily involved in the 
completion of coursework and it’s imperative 
that students can problem solve and come up 
with new and exciting ideas. 

Finally students are required to source fabric 
which they will need for the making of their 
coursework, this can be bought, recycled or 
donated. 

Assessment 
Throughout the year students will be assessed 
on their practical skills, written communication, 
presentation and homework. They will be 
assessed on their progress throughout the 
project which will be communicated via 
verbal feedback and written feedback shared 
alongside students work. 

Homework
Over the year students will be issued homework 
on three week basis. Each homework will 
relate to the topic and help develop students 
understanding of the topic whilst challenging 
and engaging students. Over the course of the 
year students may need to source their own 
materials as part of their homework. Homework 
will also link with the Exam as we endeavour to 
prepare them for the end of Year 11.  

Support
• www.technologystudent.com/
• www.data.org.uk
• www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
• www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-
technology

Extra Curricular Activities and 
Educational Visits
In order to offer students the chance to see 
textiles in the outside world there are several 
trips organised over the two year course. In 
previous years these have included trips to 
London, Bowes museum and local universities.

We find educational visits give students 
a unique insight into the outside world, 
which greatly helps them with their Textiles 
Technology coursework.

Textiles (GCSE)

 Students 
are encouraged 
to develop an 
awareness of their 
abilities and interests 
in relation to career 
choices or further 
choices in education 
and training. 
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