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Key Stage 3 
Curriculum Evening



Curriculum
Mrs J Granycome



Religious 
Education

Core Curriculum - Year 7 & 8

History

Geography

French

Physical 
Education

Science

Mathematics

English

Art

Technology Music

German

Computer 
Science

Drama



Religious 
Education

Curriculum offer for Year 9

History

Geography

French

Physical 
Education

Science

Mathematics

English

Art

Food

Engineering

Drama

Computer 
Science

German

Core Curriculum 

Product 
Design

Textiles

Music

Option Choices
(3 of the above) 



Religious 
Education

Core Curriculum for Year 10

Physical 
Education

MathematicsEnglish 
Literature

English 
Language

Science

Combined 
Sciences

Separate 
Sciences

Not 
examined

2 GCSEs 3 GCSEs

6 or 7 GCSEs depending on Science route



Option Choices for Year 10

History

Geography

French

Computer 
Science

Travel and 
Tourism

Product 
Design

Engineering

Drama

German

Business

Film Studies

Food

At least 1 
of the above

3 choices in total

Music

Art

Sport

Textiles



Pathways

Academic (Ebac)

Mixed (Balanced)

Vocational







Curriculum Information



Curriculum Information



Flightpaths
Mr N Mitchinson



Overall the purpose of assessment is to improve standards, not 
merely to measure them, the quality of assessment has a 
significant impact on attitudes to learning and on attainment in 
schools by stimulating and challenging students to work hard 
and by encouraging teachers to focus on how to improve the 
learning of individual students. 

The core purpose of assessment is to move students on in their 
learning. 



No KS2 
levels/score 
we use 
Cognitive 
Ability Test’s 
(CAT’s)



As National Curriculum levels are phased out at KS2, we will use the 
new format of tests, which will generate estimated GCSE grades. This 
information will be used to place students into 4 flight paths:

 

These flight paths will not necessarily be set in stone and 
may be amended during the academic year or Key Stage 3. 

KS3 Flight 
Paths

KS2 scaled 
scores 

(from 2016)

KS2 Levels 
(upto 2015)

GCSE (Old) 
Grades

GCSE (New) 
Grades

Extending 120-115 5B+ A* / A1 9-8

Secure 114-97 5C- 4B A2 – B2 7-6

Developing 96-86 4C – 3B B3 – C3 5-4

Foundation 85-80 3C - 2 D-G 3-1



Year 7 Parents Evening Wednesday 8th November 2017  4-7pm

Year 8 Parents Evening Wednesday 14th March 2018 4-7pm

Year 9 Parents & Options Evening Wednesday 28th February 2018 4-7pm

Key dates



Interim report 1 Week beginning 13th November 2017

Interim report 2 Week beginning 8th January 2018

Interim report 3 Week beginning 26th February 2018

Interim report 4 Week beginning 30th April 2018

Interim report 5 & End of Year 
Pastoral report

Week beginning 9th July 2018

Key dates



Homework 
Miss L Bradley 



“Parental engagement 
and involvement 
makes a significant 
difference to the 
educational outcomes 
of young people.”EEF 
Research).

“It is their support of 
learning within the 
home environment that 
makes the maximum 
difference to 
achievement.” (EEF 
Research)

Engaging Parents in Raising Achievement



When asked about their parents’ engagement in their education, students 
mentioned homework first.

 • Parents often saw homework as a vehicle for deeper discussions with their 
children about learning and school. 

• Younger students placed more value on their parents’ help with homework than 
older students. 

Learning in the home



“Parental support is key in getting homework done. There’s a definite knock on 
effect on their overall attainment, yes. And their confidence in class as well – if 
they’re not doing their homework and everyone else is contributing. There is a 
real boost, if they feel that they can do their homework, there’s a huge boost in 
confidence” 

Teacher’s Perspective 



Key Stage 3 Perspective 

“It’s a way for 
the teachers to 
adapt their 
lessons to what 
the pupils 
know.”

“Homework is 
good to help us 
understand better 
and the teachers 
just want us to be 
cleverer.”

“It’s a good thing, so 
teachers can see 
how much you know 
by yourself.”

“It is a good way to 
learn, if you do 
something wrong 
you know how to do 
it right next time.”



• To develop the skills of independent learning. 

• To consolidate learning in class. 

• To practise skills learning by ‘doing’. 

• To develop self-discipline and time management skills. 

• To research an area of interest. 

• To do work which is not suited to the classroom situation. 

• To give opportunity to develop the partnership of student/parent/teacher.

The purpose of homework 



• Findings consistently show that at secondary level time spent on homework correlates to 
improved grades. 

• It helps learners to develop life long learning skills particularly important to build at key 
stage 3 for success at GCSE and A level and university. 

• It can be shown that students who spend more time on homework have a more positive 
attitude towards school.

Benefit of homework for pupils 



• Provides the teacher with formative assessment of students’ understanding and needs
 
• Saves curriculum time if planned effectively 

• It offers opportunities for applying knowledge gained in lesson to higher order thinking 
skills and activities

Benefit of homework for teachers 



• Encourages parental involvement 

• Allows parents to understand what pupils are learning in all subject areas 
• Can develop positive relationships 

• Gives the parent an appreciation of what your child understands, knows and can do 

• An appreciation of what they are struggling which can lead to extra one to one support 

Benefit of homework for parents



• Write homework timetable into diary. 

• Record homework fully. 

• Complete it on time. 

• Ask for help if needed.

Pupil responsibilities 



Smart homework 



Literacy/Accelerated 
Reader

Mrs Tate



● An intensive reading programme 
(Accelerated reader) is delivered to 
all students in KS3. The students 
read a book, take an online quiz, 
and get immediate feedback. 

● A comprehensive set of reports 
reveal how much a student has 
been reading, at what level of 
complexity, and how they have 
understood what they have read. 

Benefits

● Vocabulary growth
● Teaching staff aware of pupils 

reading abilities 
● Promotion of reading for 

pleasure
● Turning students into lifelong 

readers and learners
● Increase pupils’  reading ages

“The internet-based programme increased 
the reading age of pupils by three 
additional months in just 22 weeks.”
(EEF 2017)



Research has consistently found that the more children read, the more developed their literacy skills 
become in relation to reading, spelling, use of punctuation and grammar, and their vocabulary.

What can you do to help?

Recommended reading lists



PIXL EDGE
Mr S Carey





Employers look for young people who are rigorous, rounded and 
grounded, with not only skills and knowledge, but also the wider 
behaviours and attitudes that are needed for success in life and work. 

Programmes such as The Edge that support and encourage this wider 
development in young people as a part of their school journey are a 
welcome step towards ensuring that all young people can fulfil their 
potential.”

Neil Carberry, Director for Employment and Skills, CBI.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLvGRRwU534




•

•
•

Next steps….



Attendance
Ms L Gosnay



What is good attendance?

96%
No more than 7 days 
absence per school 

year 



How does school help?

● Form time review
● Target groups
● Graduated levels of support

○ Form Tutor
○ Progress Leader / Year Manager
○ Attendance Team
○ Education Welfare Officers

● League table competition
● Rewards



How can you help?
● Ask your child about their attendance % regularly

○ Planners, Parent Portal, Interim Reports

● Ensure they attend school on time every day
○ On site no later than 8.25am, registered at 8.30am

● Encourage your child to attend even with minor illnesses
○ Contact Attendance Team daily before 8.25am if absent

● Make appointments outside of school time where possible
○ Notify Attendance Team in advance & provide evidence of 

appointment if unavoidable 

● Take holidays in school holidays
● Contact us if there are any issues preventing your child 

from attending school regularly



Parental engagement
Mr N Mitchinson



Parent Portal



Parent Portal



Parent Portal



 


