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As you are aware, there have been a number of initiatives 
introduced around the 11-16 education system including 
reformed GCSEs and significant changes to assessment 
systems at KS3 and KS4. 
As part of Trinity Catholic College’s “Engagement with Parents”, we have produced 
this Year 9 Curriculum Guide as clarification of the curriculum content and 
assessment.

Every department offering a subject at KS3 has been included in this guide and each 
subject has:

• an explanatory overview
• topics to be taught across the year
• how your child is assessed
• expected homework
• available support and extra-curricular opportunities.

We hope you find the information in this guide useful and it enables you to support 
your child in partnership with the school.

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 
granycome.j@trinitycatholiccollege.org.uk

Mrs J Granycome
Deputy Head Teacher
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We will incorporate many of the practices we have already used for many years to 
ensure students are being assessed meaningfully, but will move towards a system of 
‘Progression Maps’, which clearly indicate what a student needs to achieve and how 
they will reach their target / next steps.

Students will be placed on ‘Individual Flight Paths’, which will carefully track back from 
GCSE to the point where they are currently working. 

We will continue to use a range of information from prior attainment / data such as 
KS2 levels, CATs scores, reading tests, baseline assessments within departments as 
well as qualitative information from our partner primary schools to set appropriate and 
challenging targets.

As National Curriculum levels are phased out at KS2, we will use the new format of 
testing to generate estimated GCSE grades. This information will be used to place 
students into four flight paths. For example:

These flight paths will not necessarily be set in stone and may be adapted over the 
academic year; parents will be informed.

KS3 Flight Paths KS2 Levels GCSE (Current) 
Grades

GCSE (New) 
Grades

Extending 5B+ A* / A1 9-8

Secure 5C- 4B A2 – B2 7-6

Developing 4C – 3B B3 – C3 5-4

Foundation 3C - 2 D-G 3-1

Assessment
Key Stage 3 Assessment (without 
National Curriculum levels) 
Our new assessment system at Trinity 
Catholic College is aimed at encouraging 
all students to achieve a sound 
understanding of what they have been 
learning before they move on to the next 
topic or area.

We do not set a limit on achievement and 
believe effort and application combined 
with excellent teaching and assessment 
will allow all students to achieve their 
potential.

 Students 
are encouraged 
to develop an 
awareness of their 
abilities and interests 
in relation to career 
choices or further 
choices in education 
and training. 
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Trinity Cloud
Realsmart & Google Apps for Education
At Trinity Catholic College we endeavour to 
always provide our students with the best 
educational opportunities including the ways 
with which we use technology to engage 
students and enhance teaching and learning.

The underpinning principle of the ‘Trinity Cloud’ is to provide our students with access 
to the best online tools so that they can seamlessly access their learning from anywhere 
at any time. To prepare students for working and collaborating in a rapidly evolving 
world, we have partnered with Realsmart and use Google Apps for Education (GAfE).

GAfE provides students and teachers with an online platform for communication, 
collaboration and working. All of our students are able to log in via the school 
website and access their emails, calendar, files and documents as well as creating new 
documents, and completing assignments and submitting work to their teachers.

GAfE also gives students access to 1000’s of online tools which use Google accounts 
ranging from online video and sound editing to online maths tools and revision skills.

The unique way in which GAfE works allows students to securely work in real-time with 
one another, collaborate and share ideas as well as being able to communicate with 
their teachers at any time, from any location and on any device that can connect to the 
Internet.

Students can work on a ‘traditional’ computer or laptop or install the apps to tablets and 
mobile phones.

To find out more about Google Apps for Education visit www.google.com/edu/

SmartHomework
Our Google Apps for Education partner, 
Realsmart, have recently released a new 
online homework tool.

We are proud to have been the first school 
to test this system with students and from 
September 2016 all homework will be set 
using SmartHomework.

SmartHomework allows a teacher to easily set a homework task with submission dates 
and assign it to students. There are several key features to the system which we hope 
will help students complete their homework on time and become more organised and 
independent with their work. These include:

• Email notifications - students are emailed once the homework has been assigned
and again the day before the due date

• Calendar - homework tasks are automatically added to the students Google calendar
• Submit work electronically from Google Drive
• Submit work physically and mark the task as complete
• Parent login
As a parent, you will receive your own login to SmartHomework and be able to see the 
tasks that have been assigned to your child, when they are due and if they have been 
completed on time.
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In the Art & Design curriculum we aim to engage, inspire and challenge students to develop their skills and 
knowledge thus giving them the confidence to experiment, invent and create their own works of Art and Design.  
In Year 9 we lay the foundation for the transition to GCSE, encouraging a more individual and independent 
approach. Themes covered are Portraiture inspired by Kathe Kollwitz and  Expressionism, and experimental 
sculpture work developed from independent  artists research.

Topics
Half Term 1 - Baseline test and introduction 
to Portraiture
Students will learn about different approaches 
to portraiture by researching artists work.  
Half Term 2 - Proportions and facial features
Learning about proportions of the face and 
observing facial features  
Half Term 3 - Exploring Expressionism
Learning about how artists show mood and 
feelings in their work through use of colour 
and mark making.
Half Term 4 - Introduction to independent 
project
Students will learn further about independent 
research with the view to create a 3D 
experimental piece inspired by the artist of 
their choice.
Half term 5/6 - Final sculpture piece
Building on all the knowledge and skills 
learnt over the key stage to produce their 
independent final piece.

Assessment
Work is assessed each half term with individual 
feedback and targets given which students 
must respond to. There are also opportunities 
for self and peer assessment. Individual verbal 
feedback is given regularly so all students know 
how to make progress.

Homework
To help develop further confidence with their 
skills, homework opportunities are given each 
half term which build on their classwork.  

Support
There are many online resources that could 
inspire and motivate students with Art and 
Design. Some of our favourites are:
• uk.pinterest.com
• www.artchive.com
• www.tate.org.uk
• www.bbc.co.uk/arts
• www.nsead.org 

Extra-Curricular
The Art rooms are open every lunchtime and 
after school except Friday for students to get 
extra help and support, or to use the materials 
to work on classwork or homework.

The department  also often leads workshop 
activities on focus days for students.

Art & Design

 Trinity Catholic College 
is a caring and inclusive 
school with a successful 
track record of high 
academic achievement. 
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Computer Science is a very broad subject that crosses into many other subjects and areas of our lives. Computer Science 
is all about problem solving. Computer scientists use hardware and software to help solve complex problems. At Trinity 
Catholic College we have developed our own bespoke Computer Science curriculum, designed for our students and with 
computational thinking and problem solving skills at its heart. In Year 9, Computer Science is an optional subject and the 
course is designed to develop the basic skills necessary for GCSE

Topics
Half Term 1-2 - Computational Thinking and 
Programming
Students learn about computational thinking 
and problem solving while creating programs to 
solve problems using Scratch, Python and the 
BBC Micro:bit.

Half Term 3 - Hardware
Students explore the CPU and how it works 
within a computer.

Half Term 4 - Data
Students extend their understanding of Binary 
and learn about binary logic and logic circuits.

Half Term 5 - Websites
Students develop their understanding of web 
technologies and how to design and build 
websites.

Half Term 6 - Programming Project
Students re-visit their skills from the first term 
and design and build a program to solve a 
problem.

Assessment
To assess the student’s’ progress, we have 
designed our own assessment model based 
on the Computing at Schools assessment 
framework. Students are assessed against 6 
different areas of computer science and gain 
digital badges as they progress.

Students’ work is assessed every 3-4 lessons 
during a project and then formally assessed at 
the end of each project.

Homework
To help develop computational thinking and 
programming skills, students are set weekly 
homework tasks using www.code.org. Each 
student has a login and the teacher can track 
their progress.

Students will also be set regular problems to 
solve that allow them to focus on their problem 
solving and computational thinking skills

Support
There is a constantly growing number of online 
resources to help develop computer science. 
Some of our favorites are:

• www.bbc.co.uk/education
• www.code.org
• www.scratch.mit.edu
• www.cs4fn.org
• www.csunplugged.org 

Extra-Curricular
Homework support - as we use electronic 
homework resources that have a reliance on the 
Internet, students are able to use the ICT suites 
at lunch time and Tuesday evening to complete 
homework tasks and receive additional support.

Computer Science

 Trinity believes that every 
student needs support and that 
the support must be personalised 
for the individual. 



An inclusive, learning community living out Gospel values12 13YR9 CURRICULUM GUIDE

All students study Design and Technology as part of the Key Stage 3 Curriculum. In Year 9 students  have 
the opportunity to choose up to two Technology subjects to study from Food, Textiles, Product Design and 
Engineering. This will enable the students to get a feel for the subject in preparation for GCSE/ BTEC’s at KS4. 
Each subject will cover core skills and knowledge which the students will require to use and develop further at KS4. 

Topics
Product Design - Building my skills
Product Design will allow students to develop 
their own personal projects using a wide range 
of materials, techniques and using Computer 
Aided Design to produce quality outcomes.

Students coursework portfolio and products 
will demonstrate their designing, making 
and evaluation skills using creativity, flair and 
imagination.

Projects include; Designer Inspired Clock, 
Children’s USB stick, Photographic Frame and a 
Phone Speaker.

Engineering - Building my skills
In many cases this will be the student’s first 
experience of Engineering. With this in mind 
the curriculum will focus on the basic aspects of 
Engineering including Health and Safety, hand 
tools and equipment and secondary machining 
techniques.

Projects include; Engineered Lamp, Toast rack, 
Bottle Opener and Depth Gauge.

Textiles - Building my skills
Students develop their skills over the year, 
using a wide range of techniques and materials, 
allowing students to build on prior knowledge 
from year 7&8.

Projects include; Pop Art Pencil case, Recycled 
Bag, Bear, Patchwork cushion and Soft Toy.

Food - Building my skills
The Year 9 curriculum is designed to help 
students develop their practical skills and 
extend their subject knowledge.

Core skills include: safety, hygiene, food 
preparation, cooking and safe handling of 
equipment. Recipes include; Cheese cake, 
Chilli con carne, Lemon drizzle cake, Chicken 
Parmesan, Apple pie, Quiche, Sausage rolls, 
Chow mein, Spaghetti bolognaise.

Assessment 
Throughout the year students will be assessed 
on their practical skills, written communication, 
presentation and homework. They will be 
assessed on their progress throughout each 
project. 

Homework
Over the year students will be issued homework 
on a three week basis. These will relate to the 
topic and help develop students’ understanding 
of the topic whilst challenging and engaging 
students. Over the course of the year students 
may need to source their own materials as part 
of their homework. 

Support
• www.technologystudent.com/
• www.data.org.uk
• www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
• www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-
technology 

Design Technology

 Students starting at Trinity build 
on prior knowledge and quickly 
become part of an ethos that 
nurtures talents, embraces collective 
and individual strengths and enables 
learning to flourish in a safe and 
secure environment. 
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 Our children will face 
the demanding world of 

the 21st Century with 
confidence and hope.

They will be team players,
imaginative, flexible and 

determined; they will want 
to shape the future not 

respond to it. 

Drama is taught once a week and allows students to develop and refine their speaking, listening and 
communication skills. Drama is a practical subject that goes hand in hand with the KS3 English curriculum. Our 
exciting and practical programme ensures students are aware of Drama techniques that they will use and refine in 
a number of subjects, not just in Drama lessons. Drama is about developing the whole child and allowing students 
to achieve their absolute best and have the confidence to express themselves in as many different ways as possible.

Topics
• Half Term 1 - Iconic Literary Characters
• Half Term 2 - A Christmas Carol
• Half Term 3 - Shakespeare
• Half Term 4 - Poetry
• Half term 5 - Non Fiction
• Half term 6 - Play

Assessment
To assess our students’ progress, we make use 
of a cycle of teacher, self and peer assessment 
to ensure progress with ongoing work. We will 
celebrate our students’ successes whilst also 
encouraging areas of necessary improvement.

Homework
Drama is integrated with your son’s or 
daughter’s English lessons with homework 
issued as part of the English programme of 
study.

Extra-Curricular
• Drama Club – Every week, Tuesday lunch.
• Choir – Every week, Wednesday lunch.
• Dance Club – Every week, Thursday lunch.
*Please note that extra rehearsals take place 
during lunchtime and after-school when 
preparing a show or performance.

Drama
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English is an important subject and we aim to ensure that all our students achieve to the best of their ability. We believe that 
only through exciting and engaging our students can outstanding results in English be achieved. It is one thing to write or speak 
competently, but it is quite another to have a gift for speaking, a talent for performing, or a flair for writing. Our varied and exciting 
(and yes, demanding) programme of English study encourages all of our students to achieve their absolute best. All work in Year 9 
is effectively GCSE work and will prepare them for their four exams in Year 11 (Language and Literature).

Topics
Half Term 1 - Iconic Literary Characters
Students will study both modern and pre-
Nineteenth Century texts, the focus is on 
analytical and critical skills

Half Term 2 - A Christmas Carol
Students will analyse Dickens’ novel in 
preparation for Years 10 and 11 covering, plot, 
character, theme and language analysis

Half Term 3 - Shakespeare
Students will study ‘Romeo and Juliet’ analysing 
plot, character and use of language.

Half Term 4 - Poetry
Students will study a range of poems from 
those chosen by our exam board for their 
exam in Year 11. They will be looking at poetic 
techniques and will also have the opportunity to 
write their own

Half term 5 - Non Fiction
This unit will prepare students for the rigours of 
Paper 2 of their Year 11 exam. They will focus on 
analysing non-fiction texts and preparing their 
own persuasive and argumentative writing

Half term 6 - An Inspector Calls
Students will apply all the skills they have 
learned over the year to analyse another of the 
set texts for GCSE- they will again focus on plot, 
character, themes, context and use of language.

Assessment
To assess our students’ progress, we make use 
of a cycle of teacher, self and peer assessment 
to ensure progress with ongoing work. We will 
celebrate our students’ successes whilst also 
encouraging areas of necessary improvement.

To prepare them for the linear exam framework 
of KS4, students will also be tested in a 
summative manner at the end of each half term 
using an assessment that appropriately adapts 
the GCSE format.

Homework
To help develop our students’ learning and 
consolidate their skills, we will set homework on 
a regular basis every week.

This may be something simple such as 
completing a task to secure what they have 
learned that week to something more detailed 
and lengthy such as working through an exam 
answer.

Extra-Curricular
• Academically More Able and Talented in 
English- Students to undertake a challenging 
and interesting unit looking to stretch and 
improve their progress. Ongoing throughout 
the year with different cohorts.
• Drama Club- after school, every week on 
Tuesday.
• Dance Club- every week on Thursday.
• Creative Writing- after school every week on 
Tuesday.

Support
• An Inspector Calls: J. B. Priestley
• Romeo and Juliet: William Shakespeare
• A Christmas Carol: Charles Dickens
• GCSE English Text Guide: An Inspector Calls: 

CGP Books
• GCSE English Text Guide: Romeo and Juliet: 

CGP Books
• GCSE English Text Guide: A Christmas Carol: 

CGP Books
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/

z3kw2hv
• Key Stage 3 English Study Guide: CGP books
• Key Stage 3 English Workbook (with 

answers): CGP books
• Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for Key 

Stage 3: CGP books.
We are happy to provide extra homework 
booklets at parents’ request

English
 Trinity is at the 
leading edge of 

educational
development

and relentless
in its pursuit

of excellence. 
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In Geography students investigate a wide range of people, places and environments at different scales around 
the world. They learn about geographical patterns and processes and how political, economic, social and 
environmental factors affect current geographical issues.

Topics
• Half Term 1 - Coasts
• Half Term 2 - Population
• Half Term 3 - The Flooding Problem
• Half Term 4 - Restless Earth: Volcanoes

and Earthquakes
• Half Term 5 - Cold Environments 
• Half Term 6 - Water: The World’s Most 

Precious Resource 

Assessment
Assessment of key geographical skills as well 
as knowledge and understanding is carried out 
through end of term tests and extended writing 
projects based upon the topics being studied.

Homework
To develop knowledge and understanding of 
the topics being studied homework is set on a 
fortnightly basis throughout the year. All of the 
work can be accessed by the students using 
Google Classroom from the College website.

Support
There are a number of online resources to help 
develop Geography. Some of our favorites are:

• http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/
geography/
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/
zrw76sg
• http://www.geographyalltheway.com/ks3_
geography.htm
• http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/ 

Geography

 We have our ‘state 
of the art’ £20+ million 
school together with a 
refurbished and separate 
Sixth Form block to 
ensure that our children 
receive the very best 
education possible with 
resources and facilities 
second to none. 
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History is not just the study of the past. It is very much about the future and equipping our young people with 
the skills that they need to face the challenges of today.  History at Trinity is a popular subject following a broad 
and bespoke curriculum. Through the teaching of historical enquiry we challenge our students to think about the 
past in a critical, reflective and analytical way.  

Topics
Half Term 1 -The Twentieth Century 
Students investigate Britain at the start of the 
twentieth century including the sinking of the 
Titanic.

Half Term 2-3 - World War One 
Students explore the reasons for the outbreak 
of WW1, life and warfare on the Western Front 
and some of WW1’s most famous battles. 

Half Term 4 - Democracy & Dictatorship
Students examine the Suffragette movement 
and the Russian Revolution including the 
mystery of Anastasia.

Half Term 5 - Nazi Germany & the Holocaust
Students explore the origins of the Nazi party, 
life in Hitler’s Germany and the Holocaust.

Half Term 6 - World War Two
Students study the reasons for the outbreak of 
war, life on the Home Front and the impact of 
war on the wider world. 

Assessment
We regularly assess the progress our students 
are making against 6 different Historical 
skills. Students are assessed using a variety of 
homework tasks and work produced as a result 
of in-class enquiry.

Students are also assessed formally at the end 
of each half term.  

Homework
Homework is set once every two weeks to 
consolidate and review what students have 
learned in class. 

Homework tasks include research, model 
making and extended written pieces. We 
encourage students to be creative and use ICT 
to complete further research.

Support
Students are always welcome to see any of their 
History teachers during lunchtime to ask for 
extra help with homework or classwork.

Alternatively, there are lots of websites that 
students and parents can access for more 
information on the topics that are covered in 
class. Some of our favourite websites are:

• www.bbc.co.uk/education
• www.historylearningsite.co.uk
• www.historyonthenet.com 

Extra-Curricular
• Horrible Histories Club – a fun and popular 
lunchtime club based on the popular BBC 
programme and books.
• Homework – we offer a homework club 
Tuesday-Thursday lunchtimes. Students 
can complete their History homework in a 
quiet and calm environment with access to 
computers and the internet.
• Trips – all year groups have the opportunity 
to visit places of historical importance.

History

 We have established 
a strong reputation and 
are held in extremely 
high regard by the 
immediate and wider 
community. 
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 Our Catholic ethos 
ensures that we
welcome students
from all backgrounds
and religions and value 
each as an individual. 

Key skills provides students with the opportunity to develop and enhance their literacy skills. It focuses on improving both 
reading comprehension and also reading fluency. Writing skills are also developed with a particular emphasis on supporting 
students with their use of spelling, punctuation and grammar and transferring these vital skills across the curriculum. This 
additional literacy time also ensures that students are confident communicators both in written and oral form. 

Topics
Term 1
Students will be studying a range of fiction texts 
to support their continuous development of 
their comprehension skills and ability to explain 
deeper meanings of texts.

Within this term, students will also become 
competent in the arts of speaking and listening 
through the use of presentations and debates. 

Term 2
This term student’s work will be based around 
the novel ‘Stone Cold’. Throughout this term, 
students will focus on increasing and improving 
their ability to write accurately and coherently 
by adapting their style and vocabulary for a 
range of contexts, purposes and audiences. 

Term 3
The focus for this half term is using short stories 
as the stimulus for extended writing texts.

In addition to writing tasks, students will also 
be taught how to critically explore and explain 
the effects of figurative language, vocabulary 
choices, structural and organisational features 
ready to begin their GCSE English courses. 

Assessment
Students are continuously assessed throughout 
the half term from both formative and 
summative assessment. Students are formally 
assessed fortnightly on both reading and 
writing skills.

Homework
Students are given a homework booklet each 
half term based on the topic being studied. 
Students are given one piece of homework per 
fortnight. 

Support
www.bitesize.co.uk

Extra-Curricular
Students are invited to homework clubs which 
take place in the LRC where they are can receive 
additional support.

Key Skills
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Maths is for everyone. It is diverse, engaging and essential in equipping students with the right skills to reach 
their future destination, whatever that may be. We design our lessons and support to enable students to engage 
with, explore, enjoy and succeed in maths. By putting students at the heart of everything we do, our aim is to 
shape what success in maths looks like for every student.

Topics
Students will commence the GCSE course 
(Foundation Tier or Higher Tier):
Topics covered Foundation Tier Higher Tier
Number 25% 15%
Algebra 20% 30%
Ratio 25% 20%
Geometry 15% 20%
Probability and Statistics 15% 15%
(combined)
Full specifications can be found at: 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/
mathematics/specifications/AQA-8300-SP-
2015-V1-0.PDF

Assessment
Students will complete three formal external 
examinations at the end of Year 11, They consist 
of one 90min non-calculator examination and two 
90min calculator examinations. 

In preparation for these GCSE examinations, 
students will undertake five formal assessments 
in the style of these final examinations, relating 
to topics completed throughout Year 9.

Homework
Homework will be given once per week. In Year 9  
this will consist of a mixture of homework sheets 
and online tasks.

Homework is designed to develop problem 
solving skills.

Support
• www.mymaths.com
• www.hegartymaths.com
• www.mathswatchvle.com
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects

Extra-Curricular
The aim of the extra-curricular activities in 
mathematics is to ensure students maximise their 
achievement and/or their enjoyment of the subject. 

In Year 9 we offer a catch up programme and 
an enrichment programme aimed at those 
students who are ready to take their mathematical 
knowledge to the next level. 

We offer an array of lunchtime and afterschool 
classes throughout the calendar year. In addition 
we participate in multiple national mathematics 
challenges.

Mathematics

 The school 
experience will be 

exciting, demanding 
and enjoyable. 
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The purpose of the Y9 French curriculum is to prepare our students for studying a language at GCSE. By the end 
of Y9 students will be familiar with the GCSE topic areas and they will be able to understand longer written and 
spoken passages. They should also be able to sustain a longer conversation, using pictures as a stimulus. 

Topics
In Year 9 French, students study the following 
topics:

• Moi et ma famille: family, jobs, personality
• Mon temps libre: sports, hobbies
• La technologie et les medias: mobile phones, 
internet, cinema
• Ou j’habite: my local area and house
• Au college: opinions about school subjects, 
timetables, teachers
• Les Choristes: Studying and reviewing a 
French film

Assessment
Students will be assessed every half term in the 
following skill areas:

• Speaking
• Listening
• Reading
• Writing

Homework
Homework will be set once per fortnight as per 
the departmental policy. Students will be given 
a learning task (vocabulary test) as well as a 
translation or reading task to complete. 

Support
The following websites will be very useful to 
help your child with their MFL work:

• www.linguascope.com
• www.atantot.co.uk
• www.languagesonline.org.uk

Extra-Curricular
We encourage our students to use their MFL 
skills outside of the classroom and we currently 
run a lunchtime club for cademically more able 
and talented  students as well as a Foreign 
Cinema club, both are very popular.

MFL (French)

 We can develop, in 
partnership with our 
primary schools, a
comprehensive 3-19 
Catholic education strategy 
for all our children in 
Middlesbrough. 
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Music is constantly evolving, inspiring creativity and expression in a way that no other subject can. At Trinity 
Catholic College the curriculum is designed to appeal to, and cater for, a wide range of interests, instruments, 
personalities and directions. Learners have the opportunity to explore instruments and music from a range of 
historical periods, genres, styles and traditions.

Topics
Term 1 - Film Music
Students compose their own soundtrack to a 
new film trailer learning how film composers 
use cue sheets to create music to fit with exact 
timings.  Students perform famous themes 
exploring how film music composers use 
instruments  to create a sense of time and 
place.  Finally, students explore how composers 
use discords, instrumentation and extremes of 
pitch to create their own soundtrack using a 
storyboard to help them with their planning.

Term 2 - Samba
This unit introduces the polyrhythmic style of 
Latin-American Samba and identifies its roots 
in African and Spanish/Portuguese music.  
Through performing Samba, students will learn 
the sounds and understand the roles of each 
instrument used in Samba, learn about rhythmic 
loops, polyrhythms, call and response and 
improvisation in Samba and experience the 
exhilaration and physical impact of percussion 
ensemble music. Student will create their own 
group Samba compositions.

Term 3 - Songwriting
This unit introduces students to songwriting 
in popular music and its development since 
the 1950’s.  Students learn about the origins 
of popular music and features which are 
characteristic of its style including bass lines, 
chords and melodies.  Students learn about 
the construction of triads and how these are 
formed from bass lines as a type of chord 
producing harmony.  Students compose their 
own songs using features they have learned 
during the unit. 

Assessment
To assess the student’s’ progress, we use audio 
and video recordings of student work. Students 
are given feedback throughout a project, they 
are assessed twice during a project and then 
formally assessed at the end of each project.

Homework
To help develop musical understanding, 
students are set homework tasks using Google 
Classroom. A contextual homework is set for 
each project. Students may also additionally be 
set homework tasks to complete and improve 
work for their current class project.

All of the work can be accessed by the students 
using Google Classroom from the College 
website.

Support
There is a range of additional resources 
available to support Music

• Additional Instrumental and Vocal lessons 
delivered in school through TVMS
• www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects
• Various resources shared with Music students 
through Google Drive

Extra-Curricular
There is a choir, orchestra and various bands 
to help develop performance skills. There are 
many opportunities to perform for example 
whole school Mass, Town Hall Christmas Gala 
Concert, Christmas Liturgy, Easter Concert, 
Summer Show/Musical.

Music

 Trinity students 
progress to a wide range 

of universities, colleges 
and employers. 
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A high-quality physical education curriculum inspires all students to succeed and excel in competitive sport 
and other physically-demanding activities. It should provide opportunities for students to become physically 
confident in a way which supports their health and fitness. Opportunities to compete in sport and other activities 
build character and help to embed values such as fairness and respect.

Topics/Activities
• Football
• Rugby
• Netball
• Hockey
• Basketball
• Health Related Fitness
• Gymnastics
• Orienteering
• Indoor Athletics Table Tennis
• Dance
• Athletics
• Softball
• Rounders
• Cricket
• Tennis 

Assessment
Students are assessed according to the level 
descriptors for each activity. These focus 
on different aspects of the topics such as 
physical performance, teamwork; individual 
performance; analysis; sportsmanship.

Support
• www.thefa.com
• www.rfu.com
• www.englandbasketball.co.uk
• www.englandnetball.co.uk
• www.bbc.co.uk/sportacademy 

Extra-Curricular
The PE Department offer a large range of extra 
curricular clubs throughout the school year. 
These mainly relate to which activities are taking 
place in PE lessons at the time.

The school also have a number of competitive 
teams that play in local, regional and national 
competitions. 

Physical Education

 We  take every 
opportunity to 
maximise each and 
every students’ 
potential. 
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In Key Stage 3, we follow the Diocesan approved directorate for Religious Education.

In Year 9, students will embed core Christian values and further understand the impact that beliefs can have on 
Christian lives today.

Topics
Half Term 1 - Unit 1 - Pilgrimage
• Students will learn about the different places 
of pilgrimage and their importance.

Half Term 2 - Unit 2 - Leadership, prayer and 
hope challenges 
• Students will gain an insight into the different 
types of leadership Jesus displayed and the 
importance of prayer in our lives today.

Half Term 3 - Love and Sacrifice 
• Students will study the Christian teachings on 
love and how we can offer it to others today.

Half term 4 - Resurrection 
• Students will examine Christian belief around 
Jesus’ resurrection and the belief of Jesus as 
‘the way the truth and the life’. 

• Students will also spend time reflecting and 
preparing for Easter. 

Half term 5 - Heaven and Hell
• Students will understand how beliefs about 
life after death can influence a person’s actions 
today.

• Students will understand how Christians can 
show commitment to the Church. 

Half Term 6 - World Religions - Islam
• Students will gain an insight into the basic 
Islamic beliefs and practices

Assessment
To assess the students’ progress, students will 
receive written feedback once every 2 weeks. 
They will be formally assessed at the end of 
each unit where they will be given a green pen 
challenge to help them make further progress. 

Homework
To help develop independent learning, each 
student will be expected to complete a project 
for each half-term topic.

They will be given an appropriate amount of 
time to complete research and present each 
project to a high standard. 

• Half term 1 - Pilgrimage project
• Half term 2 - Messiah-ship project
• Half term 3 - Love project 
• Half term 4 - Jesus makes a difference 

project
• Half term 5 - Heaven and Hell project
• Half Term 6 - World religions project

Extra-Curricular
Pilgrimage to Lindisfarne.

RE

 Visitors to the school will 
find it welcoming, friendly 
and purposeful, where 
there is clear concern for the 
individual, a commitment to 
high standards and a place 
where complacency and 
cynicism are not tolerated. 
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The new GCSE Science qualifications have been designed to be significantly more challenging with new subject content (some of which 
has been brought down from A level) and a greater mathematical content. In order for us to ensure that the new courses can be taught 
within the time allocated and for us to ensure that students are studying the course which is appropriate for their ability, we start teaching 
GCSE science qualifications in September of Year 9. 

Students are taught in sets throughout Year 8 and will be allocated new sets in September of Year 9. The top two sets will cover subject 
content with an aim of these students completing qualifications in GCSE Separate Sciences. The remaining students will follow the GCSE 
Combined Science (Dual Award) qualification. However, if we find that a student has not been allocated into a set which is appropriate 
to their ability then we will make changes during Year 9 and into Year 10. Once students start Year 11 then they be entered for the GCSE 
qualification that is most suited to their ability. 

Course Content: 
Biology:
1. Cell biology
2. Organisation
3. Infection and response
4. Bioenergetics
5. Homeostasis and response
6. Inheritance, variation and evolution
7. Ecology

Chemistry:
1. Atomic structure and the periodic table
2. Bonding, structure and the properties of matter
3. Quantitative chemistry
4. Chemical changes
5. Energy changes
6. The rate and extent of chemical change
7. Organic chemistry
8. Chemical analysis
9. Chemistry of the atmosphere
10. Using resources

Physics:
1. Energy
2. Forces
3. Waves
4. Electricity
5. Magnetism and electromagnetism
6. Particle model of matter
7. Atomic structure

Assessment
All GCSE examinations are taken at the end 
of Year 11. Each student will sit 2 biology, 2 
chemistry and 2 physics papers each being 1hr 
45 minutes. Exam questions will include a variety 
of multiple choice, structured, closed short 
answer and open response question types.

There is no longer a requirement to complete 
assessed coursework in science, however, 
throughout the course students will complete 
a minimum number of ‘required practicals’, 
specified by AQA, across the science subjects.

These ‘required practicals’ will not count 
towards the GCSE qualification but students will 
be asked questions on practical skills as part of 
the final written examination papers (approx. 
15% of marks). Overall GCSE grades will 
awarded on the new 9-1 grading system.

Homework
Homework will be given throughout each 
topic and will be longer tasks that aim to 
help students link and apply knowledge from 
the topic. It is anticipated that this type of 
homework be given every couple of weeks. 

Students will also receive shorter pieces of 
homework which may be to learn key scientific 
formulae, words or definitions or to research an 
aspect of the topic for the next lesson. 

Students will also receive homework that 
will help them to practise GCSE style exam 
questions.

Support
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/

Extra-Curricular
Ongoing support will be given through a 
Step-up Programme aimed at developing key 
knowledge and application of mathematical 
skills required at GCSE.

Science

 Our school is 
where young 
people enjoy 
learning and 

teachers enjoy 
teaching. 
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