
 
26th March 2020 
 
Dear Year 11 students, 
 
I hope you are all keeping safe during these challenging times and respecting the social distancing 
guidance from the government.  If you are still unclear about what social distancing means for you, 
please see this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=bYQjssb7xdk.    It explains the 
reason why social distancing protects vulnerable people, the NHS and, in the end, all of us. 
 
One of the challenges you face is how to structure your time and keep your brain active. Remember, 
irrespective of when school re-opens, whatever you planned to do in September will still happen. You 
are important to us all and you will be needed in apprenticeships / Diploma courses / A-level courses. 
In order to support your transition to further education,  Mrs Phipps is liaising with colleges to see if 
they can provide any activities and Mrs Holroyd is liaising with subject teachers to see what guidance 
we can provide you with. 
 
We want you to be as productive as possible so when you are asked the question : What did you do 
when you were in self  isolation you have some interesting answers.  I have created an Ultimate 
Langtree Challenge- it gives you a range of activities to complete.  Email me when you have reached 
every 100 points!  I will email this to you and put it on the website - under the tab Langtree Challenge 
and on the letters page of the website. Create an electronic folder or use an old fashion book to 
record your work.  
 
I appreciate many of you will be concerned about the GCSEs.  Remember all Year 11 students 
across the country are in the same position - so you will not be disadvantaged.  However, here is an 
update of what we know so far. 
 
GCSE update 
The government has confirmed that your GCSEs will be awarded based upon work you have done so 
far. Your teachers and all the staff that support you want to make sure that the final grades awarded 
reflect fairly on the work that you have put in during your studies. This is the information we know so 
far from the exam boards about how this might be calculated: 
 

• Your teachers will take into account a range of evidence and data including performance on 
mock exams and non-exam assessment. Clear guidance on how to do this fairly and robustly 
will be provided to schools soon. 
• Exam boards will then combine this information with other relevant data, including prior 
attainment, and use this information to produce a calculated grade for each student, which will 
be a best assessment of the work they have put in. 
• Regulators and exam boards will be discussing with teachers’ representatives before 
finalising the approach, to ensure that it’s as fair as possible. 
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• The aim is to provide these calculated grades to students before the end of July. 
• In terms of a permanent record, the grades will be indistinguishable from those provided in 
other years. 
• The distribution of grades will follow a similar pattern to that in other years so that this year’s 
students aren’t disadvantaged. 
• Students will be able to appeal their grades if they don’t believe the right process has been 
followed. 
• There will also be an option to sit exams early in the next academic year for any students  
who wish to. Students may also choose to sit exams next summer. 

 
All the work you have done is valuable. For some subjects your work will lead directly into the 
courses you will do next year; for others, you have helped yourself along the path of truly learning 
how to learn (which is the golden prize of education - if you can learn, you can do almost anything 
you make your mind up to do).  
 
We have had some queries about sending work and textbooks to school.  Please keep both in a safe 
space for now and we will let you know if and when we need them.   If you sent work in on the last 
Friday we were all in school, we will keep that safe for you. 
 
Ms Wood has organised  remote impartial careers advice with the careers advisor.  The 
appointments  will be on every Friday.  Ms Wood needs to know in advance who would like to take 
advantage of this service in order to schedule these.  There are only spaces for 6 students each 
Friday.  If you would like to have one, please do email Ms Wood directly on 
swood@langtreeschool.com and cc Ms Phipps. 
 
Please do keep in touch.  Email us if you have any concerns or ideas about how to support you.  Just 
because you are not physically here, does not mean that we are not thinking about you.  Ms Phipps 
has emailed you a survey so we can see what your future plans are.   There are also two other forms 
to complete: one for peer comments and the other to say if you want a hoodie or not.   We will keep 
posting information on our website and our newsletter or writing to you  to keep you up to date with 
any advice,  
 
Remember, the current situation is a temporary measure.  Keep focusing on positives and try to limit 
the amount of time you watch the news, and do be careful of fake news on social media.   Let us 
know if you need anything.  
 
We are absolutely determined to all meet up and have a celebration of your time at Langtree- so 
this is only ‘Cheerio for now’.  
 
 
Sarah Burman 
Deputy Headteacher 
Cc: Year 11  parents 
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