
 
 

Friday   27th   March  
 
 
Dear   Parents,   Carers   and   Students,  

I  hope  you  are  all  doing  everything  you  can  to  protect  yourselves,  and  staying  healthy  and  happy.  Please                   
remember  that  although  we  may  not  be  seeing  each  other  regularly,  Langtree  remains  your  school  and  we                  
want   to   do   everything   we   can   to   support   all   our   families   during   this   difficult   �me.   

I  hope  all  of  our  students  are  accessing  and  a�emp�ng  the  work  being  set  by  the  different  subjects  in  Show                     
My  Homework.  A  number  of  parents  and  students  have  fed  back  that  they  feel  overwhelmed  by  the  amount                   
of  work  set.  Please  do not  let  this  be  an  addi�onal  cause  of  stress  in  your  household  -  the  teachers  will                      
understand   if   the   students   have   made   a   good   effort   to   do   the   work   but   for   some   reason   were   unable   to   do   so.   

For  any  parents  who  are  finding  this  incredibly  difficult,  please  accept  -  as  we  will  -  that  you  are  doing  enough.                      
You  are  loving  your  children  and  suppor�ng  them  through  a  difficult  �me.  Look  a�er  yourself.  Minimising                 
stress  is  absolutely  vital  in  a  �me  like  this  for  everyone’s  mental  health  and  well-being.  You  are,  and  always                    
have  been,  your  child's  main  teacher  and  you  know  your  child  be�er  than  anyone.  There  is  nothing  to  stress  or                     
feel  guilty  about  if  your  child  is  not  able  to  complete  all  the  set  work.  We  trust  you  to  find  a  way  through  this                         
situa�on   that   works   best   for   your   child   and   family.  

In  response  to  the  feedback  received,  we  have  revised  our  guidelines  to  staff  -  so  the  expecta�ons  are  now  as                     
follows:  

KS3  -  English,  maths  science  -  45  minutes  per  week.  All  other  subjects  30  minutes  per  week.  This  should  total                     
just  under  seven  hours  per  week  -  which  allows  plenty  of  leeway  in  the  two  hours  per  day  we  are  expec�ng  of                       
students.  
KS4  -  45-60  minutes  per  week.  If  students  were  to  spend  the  full  hour  on  each  subject,  it  would  amount  to  two                       
hours   per   day.   

We  want  all  teachers  to  post  the  work  on  a  Monday  morning  so  the  students  can  see  what  they  are  being                      
asked  to  do  during  the  week  and  plan  their  learning  accordingly.  Mrs  Holroyd  has  put  together  a  help-sheet  of                    
distance  learning  advice  which  is  included  in  this  week’s  bulle�n.  This  includes  a  template  to  help  students                  
plan   their   tasks   for   the   week.  

When  se�ng  work  for  over  600  students  in  about  20  subjects  there  are  going  to  be  issues  and  teething                    
problems.  We  are  also  trying  to  cater  for  the  difference  in  abili�es,  maturi�es,  IT  competence,  home                 
circumstances,  available  support,  and  probably  many  other  factors  –  so  we  are  not  going  to  be  able  to  please                    
everyone.  We  will  keep  reviewing  our  procedures  in  light  of  feedback.  We  are  also  researching  whether  we  are                   
able   to   offer   more   guidance   and   support   if,   as   looks   likely,   the   school   closure   is   a   prolonged   one.   

We  are  monitoring  Show  My  Homework  and  our  other  systems,  and  will  use  SMH  to  feedback  about  whether                   
work  has  been  completed.  Please  encourage  students  to  actually  log  into  this  system  as  then  they  will  see  only                    
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the  work  set  for  them  and  any  feedback  they  are  being  given.  Instruc�ons  on  how  to  do  this  (for  students  and                      
parents)   are   included   on   the    remote   learning   page   of   our   website .  

We  will  not  be  se�ng  any  holiday  homework  over  the  Easter  break,  so  please  feel  free  to  use  this  �me  to                      
catch  up  on  any  of  the  work  that  students  have  not  been  able  to  complete.  Mrs  Holroyd  and  the  teachers  are                      
pu�ng  together  various  lists  of  op�onal,  fun,  enriching  and  construc�ve  ac�vi�es  for  them  to  do  if  they  have                   
completed  the  school  work  or  want  to  try  something  different.  If  you  have  any  ideas  that  you  think  it  would                     
be   good   to   share   with   other   families,   then   please   let   me   know   and   we   can   add   them   to   these   lists.   

Many  of  you  are  sending  in  photos  of  the  work  and  ac�vi�es  the  students  are  doing  at  home.  I  will  post  these                       
on   Twi�er   so   please   keep   them   coming.  

I  understand  that  many  of  our  students,  par�cularly  year  10s,  will  be  concerned  about  the  impact  the  school                   
closure  will  have  on  their  progress.  Please  try  to  reassure  them  that  every  student  in  the  country  will  be  in  the                      
same  posi�on  and  that  the  government  and  the  exam  boards  will  do  everything  they  can  to  ensure  they                   
receive  a  grade  that  fairly  reflects  their  work  and  abili�es.  Our  teachers  are  using  their  �me  not  only  to  plan                     
varied,  interes�ng  and  engaging  work  for  students  to  be  doing  at  home,  but  also  to  consider  how  we  can                    
adjust   what   we   do   when   they   return   to   school   to   ensure   that   they   are   not   disadvantaged   by   this   closure.  

For  our  older  students,  we  are  carrying  on  with  our  programme  of  career  interviews  with  the  impar�al  careers                   
adviser.  They  will  be  contac�ng  iden�fied  Year  10  students  once  we  have  their  permission  to  share  their                  
contact   details   and   arrange   a   mutually   convenient   appointment.   

Up  un�l  Easter,  teachers  will  be  se�ng  work  that  focuses  on  reviewing  and  revising  what  the  students  have                   
already  learned.  A�er  the  holiday  we  will  be  using  a  range  of  resources  to  help  the  students  learn  new                    
informa�on.   

Remember,  the  current  situa�on  is  a  temporary  measure.  Keep  focusing  on  posi�ves  and  try  to  limit  the                  
amount  of  �me  you  watch  the  news  -  ,  and  do  be  careful  of  fake  news  on  social  media.  The  priority  is  that  we                         
want   all   of   you   to   stay   safe   and   keep   well.   We’re   here   at   the   end   of   a   phone   or   email   if   you   need   us.   

 
Kind   regards  
 
 
Simon   Bamford  
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