
 

OPTIONS AFTER YEAR 11  

After competing their GCSEs most people choose to either 1) attend a school sixth form, 2) attend college full 

time or 3)become an apprentice.  

1. A-Levels 

 Offered by most school sixth forms and some local colleges. 

 They are academic – this means that you study the theory and analyse the constructs of a given subject. 

Assessment is often through essays, written assignments and exams. 

They are Level 3 – this means they are one level above GCSEs (Level 2). 

 Entry requirements - You will usually need a good number of GCSEs at Grades A*-A(7-9), B(6) and C(4-5). 

Entry requirements vary from one institution to another. You will usually need at least Grade 5-6 to study a 

subject at A-Level and for Maths/Science at least Grade 6-7.  

 Some schools and colleges offer one further year at Level 2 to enable you to ‘access’ A-Levels if you do not 

yet reach the entry requirements.  

 Some university courses require specific A-levels – for example Biology and Chemistry for medicine.  

 How to choose A-levels: *what you enjoy, *what you can do well at, *what careers they might lead to, 

*university entry requirements. Talk to your careers adviser and school teachers for further help. 

 One advantage of A-Levels is that you can choose to continue a variety of subjects and, therefore, keep your 

career options open.  

 Facilitating subjects are more frequently required for entry to university courses: *Biology, *Chemistry, 

*English literature, *Geography, *History, *Physics, *Modern and classical languages, *Maths and further 

maths. 

2. Vocational Study  

 Offered by most colleges and some school sixth forms. 

 They are vocational – which means they focus on the skills and knowledge required for a specific work sector. 

They tend to be more practical and are assessed through assignments, projects and groupwork (not usually 

exams). 

 Vocational courses are offered at all levels (GCSE is Level 2). You can, therefore, start at the level that is right 

for you and progress each year. Your GCSEs will be important for deciding which level you can start at. In 

order to progress your GCSE Grades in English and Maths (or equivalent qualifications) are very important. 

 Some types of vocational qualification: 

BTEC – combine theoretical knowledge of a field of work with practice of skills. For example, you might 

learn to work in the Health Sector, Sports Sector or Public Services Sector. Level 3 BTECs are achieved in 

units, worth credits, and can therefore be worth one, two or three A-Levels. Colleges usually offer BTEC 

Extended Diplomas which are worth 3 A-Levels and full time. 

NVQs – highly practical qualifications which are completed through observing and performing real work 

tasks. For example, you might learn to work in motor vehicle repair, hair and beauty, or construction.  

You would usually start training at college at Level 1-2  as practical skills are required before you can 

progress to the next level. 

T Levels - launch in September 2020 as a technical skills-based qualification at Level 3. For this new 

qualification students will undertake a 45-day work placement with a local business in addition to a 

qualification in a specific work field. 

You can progress to university from vocational qualifications, such as BTECs. There are now very few 

university courses that do not accept Level 3 BTEC qualifications for entry. 



3. Apprenticeships 

 Apprenticeships are arranged between an apprentice, an employer and a training provider. This means that 

you will be both an employee and a student whilst qualifying through an apprenticeship.  

 Benefits of an apprenticeship *They are a more practical, hands on, way of learning, *You will gain experience 

within a work environment, *You will be paid a salary, *You may be employed afterwards, *The experience 

you gain will make you more employable by other employers. 

 Whilst employed as an apprentice you will gain relevant qualifications such as BTECs and NVQs (see above). 

You will also require English and Maths. 

 Apprenticeships are offered at all levels from Level 2 (equivalent to GCSE and called ‘Intermediate’), to Level 

3 (equivalent to A-Level and called ‘Advanced’). They are also offered at university level (Higher and Degree 

Apprenticeships). A growing number of people now choose to graduate through an apprenticeship. 

 To find vacancies register for the .gov apprenticeships website at  

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship    

Look at the Adviza webpages on making applications 

http://www.adviza.org.uk/who-am-i/young-person/applying-for-work    
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