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Background Information 

Langtree School is an 11-16 co-educational comprehensive situated in Woodcote 

Village.  Students come from a large geographical area of surrounding villages and 

towns.  

 

AIMS and Objectives of Sex Education  

Learning about human sexuality and relationships is an important educational 

entitlement for students and one which supports our school aim: 

‘to provide a happy and stimulating environment where all students may develop to 

their full potential, so that they leave school confident of adopting a positive and 

active role in society.’ 

To enable students to play a full part in determining their own futures, making their 

own choices and contributing fully to a society which today, and in the future, will 

require its members to be adaptable and flexible, to have good interpersonal skills, 

and to have the ability to learn and grow throughout their lives.’ 

And also helps to fulfil the requirements of the 1988 Education Reform Act which 

states that school should provide a curriculum which: 

‘promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical developments of 

students--- and of society; and prepares students for the opportunities, 

responsibilities and experiences of adult life.’ 

 

To achieve these aims we will: 

 Safeguard the health and safety of students 

 Give students a clear knowledge of the biological, social and legal facts about 

sex. 

 Dispel commonly-held myths and try to reduce anxieties. 

 Inform young people about relationships, emotions, sex, sexuality and sexual 

health. 

 Prepare students for the onset and effects of puberty. 

 Ensure that students have knowledge of the different types of contraception and 

their effectiveness, including emergency contraception. 

 Enable students to consider the moral and personal dilemmas involved in 

abortion. 

 Enable students to consider the personal dilemmas involved in teenage 

pregnancy and/or single parenthood. 

 Help students to develop a respect for their own and other people’s bodies, belief 

and values. 

 Discuss with students the emotional and moral aspects of sexual behaviour and 

relationships, to include the influence of pornography and social networking sites. 

 Encourage an atmosphere in which students feel free to discuss their own 

attitudes and emotions and to ask questions. 

 Encourage students to develop a moral code based on respect and responsibility 

for self and others, which will guide their decisions, judgements and behaviour. 
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 Offer teaching methods which support the development of important skills for 

personal relationships, for example decision making and assertiveness. 

 

Organisation of Sex Education 

 

Three curriculum areas make the major contribution: Science, PSHE and Ethics. 
During Science lessons the statutory and mainly biological aspects of 

sex education are taught by Science specialists. The PSHE curriculum deals more 
with personal development, attitudes and emotional management related to sexual 
matters. In Ethics various spiritual, cultural and moral issues are discussed.    

 
The Science and Ethics content is laid down by the National Curriculum. 
Most lessons will be taught in mixed gender groups but tutors will have the flexibility 

to divide boys and girls if this is judged to be more appropriate. 
Most factual questions asked by students will be answered honestly, though 
teachers will use their discretion to decide when and how. 

It is also most important to acknowledge the contribution of other curriculum areas 
to sex education. English, Home Economics, Geography, History and PE all touch on 

several aspects of human relationships and sexuality, although this is not formally 
co-ordinated. 
 

Working with Parents 
 

Parents are key figures in helping their children cope with the emotional and physical 
aspects of growing up and in preparing them for the challenges and responsibilities 
which sexual maturity brings. 

 
Langtree School aims to complement and support this parental role. We are 
therefore always keen to receive comments and/or questions about our sex 

education programme from parents. 
 
Since September 1994, parents have the right to withdraw their son/daughter from 

any part of the sex education programme other than the Science requirements. Any 
parent who wishes to exercise this right should contact the Headteacher. Any 

withdrawal will be carried out with minimal disruption, and a student once 
withdrawn will not attend future sex education without parental approval. 
 
Specific issues 
 
Advice to students 

On occasion students may ask teachers for personal advice relating to sexual 
matters. Teachers will offer support and non-judgemental listening. They will not 

give advice, explaining that this is not within the role of a teacher, but will help and 
encourage students to seek advice from parents and/or health professionals. Our 
School Nurse is available on a weekly basis for any individual student to get personal 

information or advice on health issues.  
 
Confidentiality 

Sometimes students find themselves in difficulty, and we hope that they will feel 
able to talk to a member of staff. They will always be told that in some 
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circumstances confidentiality cannot be guaranteed including in cases where there is 
a disclosure or suspicion of possible abuse or in cases where the teacher considers 
that a student is at risk. The student will be told who else will be informed and 

given an explanation for this action. The teacher first contacted will continue to 
offer support to the student if this is appropriate. The decision to inform parents or 
professionals from other agencies will be taken by the Headteacher or the 

safeguarding team.  If a student discloses that they have been a victim, or are likely 
to be a victim, of Female Genital Mutilation to any member of staff, that staff 

member can contact the police directly.   
 
Related policies and procedures 
 

Equal Opportunities Policy 

(reference to gender, HIV infected or affected individuals and individuals of different 
sexual orientation). 
Anti-Bullying Policy & Child Protection Procedures 

This is laid down by Oxfordshire County Council, Education Department 
Curriculum Policy 
Confidentiality Policy 

PSHE Policy 
Safeguarding Policy 
Drug Education Policy 

Teaching and learning Policy 
Inclusion Policy 
 
Dissemination of the Policy 
 

The full policy is available on request to parents, the LEA and OFSTED through the 
Headteacher or PSHE Co-ordinator. 
The policy will be published on the school website. 
 


