
 

Easter 2015 Newsletter 

A BRACE OF NATIONAL AWARDS FOR OUR 

TOP-PERFORMING SCHOOL! 
It’s official—Langtree School is one of the best in the country for student progress and attainment at GCSE! 

 

As a result of outstanding outcomes in 2014 – the very best results ever achieved in the school’s history 
 

Langtree School has received national recognition for the value it adds to enable students’ high achievement 

at GCSE. SSAT, the Schools, Students and Teachers Network, recently undertook its annual in-depth analy-

sis of official Department for Education data on all state-funded schools in England and identified Langtree 

School’s success. In 2014, 84% of students secured 5 or more grades at A*-C, with 76% doing so including  

English and Maths. Furthermore, 39% of all grades awarded were at A* or A which placed Langtree fourth in 

the country in The Times list of top state schools with no sixth form. 
 

Consequently, the school has qualified for two SSAT Educational Outcomes Awards by being in the 

top 20% of schools nationally for progress made by pupils between key stage 2 results at primary 

school and GCSE results at age 16, and in the top 20% nationally for high attainment. The school 

has been invited to receive their award at a regional celebration ceremony hosted by SSAT at Hol-

land Park School in London on 12th May. In her letter of congratulation to the school, Sue William-

son, Chief Executive of SSAT stated: ‘Langtree School should be congratulated for their exceptional 

achievement. They have proved themselves to be leading the field in improving GCSE outcomes for their  

students’. 
 

While these results are testament to the commitment and hard work of the teachers and students in the 

school, I would also like to recognise the part played by parents in our students’ successes. It is a pleasure and 

a privilege to work with such supportive parents, and I am extremely grateful for the support you give not 

only to your own children, but to the staff and the school in terms of working with us to achieve our aims and 

ambitions. I hope that there will be similar cause for celebration for many years to come! 

IT’S KICK OFF TIME FOR THE ASTRO TURF PROJECT! 

I am delighted to announce that, even as I write, trucks are unloading the fencing  to secure the construction 

site for our astro turf sports pitch at Langtree School. This ambitious project has been a long-standing  

strategic priority at Langtree, and has now been made possible following our successful bid for £110 000 from 

Sport England. In a recent meeting, Governors appointed McArdle as our preferred contractor following a  

rigorous tender process, and students are already very excited to see the project is underway. The anticipated 

completion date will be 1st July 2015. 

The floodlit multi use sports pitch will be 60x40 metres in size, and will be posi-

tioned at the back of the Sports Hall. Although we have ample grass areas for 

physical education, we do suffer from a critical lack of hard court space during the 

winter months when the fields are unusable. The astro turf will therefore  

significantly enhance the PE curriculum at Langtree over the course of the year.   

Furthermore, it will also provide a valuable facility for local sports teams and 

youth groups to use out of school hours. The pitch will be available to rent on an 

hourly basis, either as a full size or half size playing area. For further information, 

please contact Mary Taylor-Lane, the Headteacher’s PA, at Langtree School, on 

mtaylorlane@langtreeschool.com. So clean up your trainers, seek out that replica 

shirt, and come and test your skills under the floodlights in the near future! 



 
Follow us on Twitter @ Head4094 

 

 
 

As we reported in Februarys Newsletter for the 3rd year 
running we took part in the Science into Schools  
initiative which enabled us to collect and swap  

unwanted textiles for fantastic new science equipment. 
This term we have exchanged some of the points we have raised over 
the past three years for two very exciting pieces of equipment. Firstly 
for 33,000 points or 825kg of textiles, saving a whopping 4950kg of CO2 
from the environment, a Geiger Counter. This Geiger counter can not 
only detect the background radiation, but also radiation from alpha, 
beta and gamma sources and therefore will be an extremely useful tool 
to demonstrate the basic properties of radiation to KS4. In particular, it 
can be used to demonstrate how the radiation from alpha, beta and gamma sources are absorbed 
to different extents by different shields of paper, aluminium and lead. 
Secondly for 3,234 points or 81kg of textiles, saving 486kg of CO2 from the environment, an  

illuminated motorised Solar System and Planetarium. The  
longitude markings on the base can be used to position the  
planets according to a specific date, or watch as the planets rotate 
around the Sun. Switch off the classroom lights and the Sun shines 
brightly onto the planets, which appear to hover in space. Replace 
the Sun with the included star dome and we will have our own  
planetarium, with all the well-known constellations and stars  
projecting onto classroom walls and ceiling. 

Mathematically Challenged! 

Students from the top sets in years 9, 10 and 11 took 

part in the annual UK Intermediate Maths Challenge 
on Thursday, 5th February.  This is a global event 

which involves answering 25 multiple choice questions 

in an hour.  The questions test the students’ problem 
solving ability as much as their mathematical knowl-

edge, and ‘challenge’ is definitely the right word! 

This year, out of 86 entries, the school achieved four 
gold, thirteen silver and twenty-three bronze certifi-

cates.  Best in year went to Jenny Glass in year 11, 

Alex Smith in year 10 and Jamie Sarson in year 9.  
Alex also achieved Best in School and he, Jenny, Ja-

mie and Trystan Allen, all qualified for the Kangaroo 
round which took place on 19th March.  This is an 

outstanding result for the school and all students 

should be congratulated on their efforts. 

Students in years 7 and 8 will be taking part in the 
junior challenge later in the year. 

Furthermore, on Tuesday 17th March, Craig Moran 
and Joanna Hopwood from year 8 and Ed Bloomer 

and Emily Reed from year 9 took part in the UK Team 
Challenge at the Mathematical Institute in Oxford.  

This event combines problem solving ability with 
teamwork and even athleticism and, with over 50 in-

dependent and state schools frequently taking part at 

one time, it is a great fun and lively event for all par-
ticipants.  Our students were placed a very creditable 

15th out of the 23 schools who attended.  Well done . 

Visit to BP 
 

On Monday the 2nd March myself and a group of other 

year 10 girls visited BP with Mrs Darkins. We began 

the day by having a tour around the site. The staff ex-

plained the processes which took part in each room 

and taught us about a variety of things, whether it was 

what lubricants to use in the engine or the thought 

process of advertising! In the afternoon it was up to us 

to design our own brand that had a specific purpose. 

Ours was reducing wear in the engine. We then 

worked as a team to come up with advertising, names 

and tests. The main aim was to apply all what we had 

learnt in the morning to our end project! We then pre-

sented our brand to the rest of the groups and staff 

that had accompanied us around. As well as being en-

joyable I found that I got to find out more about possi-

ble careers available in the engineering industry.  
Rose Rushbrook.  

 



What a powerful, thoughtful piece of theatre!   

The way in which the direction and design worked  

together was extraordinary, in the way in which it 

allowed us to experience the world from the lead 

character’s perspective.  Tom Ostridge from 8GP said: 

‘In the theatre, it was amazing as the lighting and 

projections gave you the feeling that you were part of 

the story. In the production, we saw some of the  

drama techniques that we had been practicing in  

lessons and the impact they can have in a  

performance. My favourite bit was when  

Christopher’s dad takes a real two month old golden 

Labrador retriever out of a box and gives it to Christopher as a present. I would like to thank all the 

teachers who gave up their evening to give us the opportunity to see the production. 

Climate Change Conference 

Langtree recently took part in a PAWS Climate Change Conference at Bradfield College. Our team 

of 11 students from Year 9 were split into 2 teams to represent Russia and the EU countries. Our 

students prepared and presented powerful speeches about 

their country’s position on how they were acting to  

minimise greenhouse gas emissions and so reduce climate 

change. Other schools represented USA, China, India, 

Australia, Brazil and Nigeria. They also gave speeches 

about their country’s position on climate change. There 

were lectures by guest speakers on what global climate 

change was like in general and what the impacts were 

worldwide and locally. We realised that on the current 

emission targets the world was likely to suffer poorly so to 

finish the conference, we debated about an agreement plan 

which had lower targets for each of the countries. We  

didn’t manage to get a resolution so we hope the United 

Nations Paris COP21 meeting in December is more  

successful! Overall we had a fun and educational day. 

By Rosie Toolin 

Orchestra Concert Thursday 19th March 

The Langtree School Orchestra gave a wonderful con-

cert on Thursday 19th March. In addition to performing 

theme music to Match of the Day, EastEnders and 

James Bond members of the orchestra stepped forward 

to perform a stunning array of solos and duets. Hamsi 

Evans, Rhiannon Evans, Rosie Toolin, Emily Whatmore 

and Juno Norman performed solos. Anna Barnes-Gray 

and Rosie Toolin performed an arrangement of  

Pachelbel’s canon; Sophie Webb performed a duet with 

her teacher and Lottie and Emily Whatmore performed 

a piano duet. 
 

Stephen Henderson 

Students and staff raised a fantastic £674.54 on Friday 13th March 
in aid of comic relief.. The money was raised by the students donating 

money to wear  non school uniform for the day, a cake sale and a  

design a red nose competition. 



Langtree Goes Viral! 
 

Year 8 pupils participated in a fun, rewarding and  

intense Creativity Day workshop before Half Term which 

mixed the disciplines of music, dance, Spanish and  

Portuguese followed by ICT and business studies as they 

tried to market their video to gain as many views as  

possible over a fortnight!   

Pupils spent a lot of time and energy practising dance  

routines, lyrics and in some cases gymnastics routines to 

form the finished products and they should be  

extremely proud of the end result. 

 

Watch the morning group video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqWgwbD7ALw  

 

Well done to all involved and the afternoon group who just 

pipped the others to the post in the end, winning by a margin 

of 20 views.  Thank you for your stellar  

participation on the day and enthusiasm in the  

subsequent marketing project! 

 

Mr A Burrows 

 

And the afternoon group video here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K_s2qJugDWI 

Langtree Student Competes in World Dance Championship 

 

In December 2014, I represented England at the International 

Dance Organisation World Tap Dance Championships 

in Germany. I went there with about 50 girls and boys from the 

England dance company "Tap Attack" who are based in Swindon. 

I was in a group of 24 and we competed in the junior formation 

(ages 11 to 19, I was the youngest!). Before the competition we 

had to audition for the England team. Once we knew we had a 

place at the final in Germany we trained every Sunday from 9am 

to 4pm; it was hard work but worth it as we were excited about 

going to compete against 38 other countries in Germany! 

Once we arrived in Germany, we still had to train hard. We 

watched solo performances and supported everyone else in Tap 

Attack. Then it was our turn! We competed in 3 rounds which 

were the heats, semi-finals and finals and we won them all!  This 

meant we had to do a final show dance at the end. 

Overall, it was a brilliant experience and I hope to compete again 

next year.                                                         Astrid Tozer, 7HB  

Year 8 Creativity Day in the Modern Foreign Languages Department. 
 

The MFL department treated the Year 8 students to a tour of Europe during creativity day.  

Students acted out scenes in Italian set in a Pizzeria, learnt about German and Austrian music  

before singing Eurovision pop songs and some classics including Marlene Dietrch’s “Where have all 

the flowers gone?” In French the year 8’s were taken on a trip around the French speaking world 

and then had the chance to taste a Moroccan Tangine, a Madagascan fruit salad, Canadian  

pancakes with maple syrup and French madeleine cakes. Mam,maim! Holland was the last place on 

the tour with a tulip making worshop and more food; dutch waffles and liquorice. 



Countryside 

Stewardship  

is a two year course where  

students have the opportu-

nity to learn traditional skills 

for working in the country-

side. "Countryside is hard 

work, thought provoking and 

creative" says Sam Lomas, a 

Year 10 student on the 

course. Please see the photo-

graphs below of the Year 10 

students in action at the 

Earth's Trust. 

 

CREATIVITY DAY FEBRUARY 12TH 

 
The PE department took their year 11 GCSE students to the 

Sports village at Bath University, one of the top two  

Universities for sport in the country. The day consisted of a 

tour of the sports facilities, a talk on the opportunities and 

types of courses available and a look at methods of training. 

In addition to this the students were also able to take part in  

fitness testing of strength, agility, flexibility, speed and 

power. Four of the students were also selected to take part in 

anaerobic tests on a cycle ergometer and a maximum oxygen 

uptake test on the treadmill which tested aerobic capacity. All 

in all it was a great day which hopefully inspired many of our 

students to carefully consider studying at university, possibly 

in sport, and helped in their preparation for their upcoming 

GCSE PE exam. 

 

The photographs show Harry Voice doing the max VO2 test 

and Kei Chamberlain doing the anaerobic test. 

Haemophilia Fundraising day 

On Friday 20th March we held a fundraising 

day for the Haemophilia Charity. Haemophilia 

is a life threatening blood condition that is  

genetically inherited. Miss Rowley is running 

the London Marathon at the end of April for her 

Grandfather who has been diagnosed with this 

disease. We helped her to arrange a charity day 

at school that consisted of a cake sale / competi-

tion and a teacher vs students Uni-Hock match. 

In total we managed to raise £115. This has 

been added to Miss Rowley’s fundraising that 

totals over £2000. We are really grateful for the 

opportunity to help Miss Rowley raise money. 

Thank you to everyone who helped on the day or 

made a donation, it was a fun day. Good Luck to 

Miss Rowley in the London Marathon. 

     Ebby Gardner, Jack Stovell, Katy Redding,  

India Funnell and Abi Inskip. 
 



Ski Trip 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

On Friday 13th of February, a group of year 10 students travelled for 26 hours across 5 

countries for what turned out to be one of the best weeks of their lives! After sorting rooms, 

boots and skis out the previous day we set out on what was, for some of us, our first time 

skiing. Piling onto a crowded bus along the winding, mountainous roads we journeyed  

towards the Swiss Alps eager and  waiting. Slipping and sliding down an icy road we were 

unsure of what awaited us. It turned out that for some of us skiing did not come naturally. 

By the end of day some had ventured onto black slopes whilst others were still falling down 

the nursery slope. Day by day our skiing gradually improved as well as our relationship 

with each other. As well as skiing we were also privileged enough to take part in evening 

activities that consisted of competitive curling, ice skating and watched a fabulous snow 

show. As you can imagine the trip passed in a flash, before we knew it we were packing and 

saying our last good byes to Arosa. After an equally long and tiring bus journey we finally 

arrived in England. All in all words cannot describe how incredible this trip was. If we had 

the chance we would all go back to relive the once in a lifetime opportunity of going skiing 

with your best friends . Ebony Gardener and Katy Redding. 

 

Sports results—BOYS 

 

Football 

  

YEAR 7 

Vs Cherwell L3-0 

Vs Gillotts L6-3 

Vs Icknield L3-0 

Vs Wallingford L3-2 

Vs Chiltern Edge W 8-1 

  

YEAR 8 

Vs Highdown W 3-2 

Vs Larkmead W3-2 

[District cup quarter final] 

VS Gillotts W 3-2 

Vs Icknield W4-1 

Vs Chiltern Edge W 3-2 

The team play Wallingford 

on Wednesday for the right 

to play in the cup final and 

to determine final league 

placings as both teams are 

unbeaten! 

  

 

YEAR 9 

Vs Icknield W 3-2 [cup] 

vs Icknield L3-1 

vs Oratory L4-1 [cup] 

vs Gillotts L 6-0 

  

YEAR 10 

Vs Wallingford L3-0 

Vs Chiltern Edge L5-1 

Vs Chiltern Edge L3-1 

  

YEAR 11 

vs Wallingford D1-1. 

Won 4-3 ON PENAL-

TIES 

vs Fitzharrys  W 3-1 

[cup] 

vs Icknield W 4-1 

vs Oratory D 1-1 

vs Chiltern Edge W 4-0 

vs Oratory W 4-0 

This means year 11s 

have won the S. Oxon 

league. 

  

 

Sports results—GIRLS  

 

Netball  

 

Year 7  

beat Chiltern Edge 4-1 

 

Year 8  

lost 2-1 to Chiltern Edge 

and 23-4 to Wallingford 

 

Year 9  

Lost 11-7 to Wallingford 

 

Football 

 

Girls U14 Lost in the 

Quarter-Final of the 

County Cup in a very 

close game against Henry 

Box 2-1. 

 

 

 

VACANCY 
Finance Governor 

The Governors of the  

Langtree School Academy 

Trust are seeking to appoint 

an additional Governor with 

specific financial / accounting 

skills. This Governor would 

join the Finance and General 

Purposes Sub-Committee as 

well as being a member of 

the Full Governing Body. 
 

For further information or 

for an informal conversation 

about this opportunity please 

contact the Headteacher. 

rholroyd@langtreeschool.com 



 Please check the website for up to date information. 
 

Hairy Legs X-Country Run.     Sunday 10th May 2015     www.hairylegs.net 
We are delighted to announce that from the ashes of the Hairy Legs duathalon a new x-country 

beast has arisen! Due to  overwhelming demand, we are pleased to be bringing you a x-country run-

ning event which will feel similar but with some interesting additions which we think you’ll love. 

Supporting Goring and Streatley Primary Schools  

The Italian Adventure 
 

On a beautiful Friday morning 40 students set off from 

Langtree School to embark on our Italian adventure.  

After finding out the gate was the furthest possible from 

the departure lounge a thoroughly enjoyable sprint to the 

plane was followed by a seamless flight.  

Our first day in Rome was fantastic. Staff and students 

were mesmerised by the Sistine Chapel and St. Peter's 

cathedral. Even more impressive was our guide's ability 

to totally avoid the queues and save us what must have 

amounted to several hours. We could therefore enjoy the 

spectacular Coliseum and Forum at our leisure. 

Once we got to Naples and Sorrento we were treated to a 

beautiful sunset which left the students speechless, for 

what was possibly the first time on the trip so far. Some 

light rain could not dampen our spirits and as we strolled 

around the ancient city of Pompeii while Vesuvius loomed 

in the background. This looming was made all the more 

ominous as we were cheerfully informed that 'we were 

due another eruption' by our tour guide. Sherpa's were 

not quite required for the climb up the volcano itself, but 

warm clothing was as the wind whipped in from the  

Mediterranean. 

On Capri, the students disappeared to tour the shops with 

names such as Dolce and Gabanna, as well as Prada. 

Luckily the teachers were able to coax them back onto our 

hydrofoil, although the choppy seas meant we had an 

'interesting' journey back to the mainland. More shopping 

in Sorrento meant that we were running out of space in 

our suitcases, so we moved to a family pizzeria where we 

watched pizza flipping demonstrations and tucked into a 

feast. 

Finally we journeyed to Solfatara to see the sulphur pits. 

Our guide sensed the tone and decided to treat us to a 

smoke display by lighting a fire and placing it over the 

holes. This led to a smoke cloud rising out of all the areas 

of the ground around us. Mr Hunt and Mr Dennis used 

this opportunity to pretend they were is a music video... 

They were not…... 

Our journey home was quite sedate and finally, ex-

hausted, we made it back to Langtree, ready for bed. It 

was an incredible experience and many of us the next 

morning were pining for fresh pasta and amazing views. 

Roll on Italy 

2016! 

 

Tom Dennis 

Lead Teacher 

for History 

and Ancient 

History 

Egg-Stravaganza 

The Student Library Group organised another end 

of term egg-stravaganza in the library yesterday, in 

order to promote independent reading over the 

Easter holiday period. 

As well as the bonnet making workshop, many  

competitions and face painting, Miss Shakespeare 

and members of the library group were on hand to 

recommended a wide range of new titles for holiday 

reading.  

The response from our students was excellent, and 

many will be very busy enjoying a good read over 

the break. Look out for details of our next library 

event at the end of the summer term! 



TERM 5 DATESTERM 5 DATESTERM 5 DATESTERM 5 DATES    
    

A full public / mock timetable for A full public / mock timetable for A full public / mock timetable for A full public / mock timetable for 
examinations is  available examinations is  available examinations is  available examinations is  available     

on the school website:on the school website:on the school website:on the school website:    
    

www.langtreeschool.com/examinationswww.langtreeschool.com/examinationswww.langtreeschool.com/examinationswww.langtreeschool.com/examinations    

    

27th March 201527th March 201527th March 201527th March 2015————End of Term 4End of Term 4End of Term 4End of Term 4    

13th April 201513th April 201513th April 201513th April 2015————Start of Term 5Start of Term 5Start of Term 5Start of Term 5    

13th 13th 13th 13th ————17th April Y10 Geography Field Trip17th April Y10 Geography Field Trip17th April Y10 Geography Field Trip17th April Y10 Geography Field Trip    

17th and 20th April17th and 20th April17th and 20th April17th and 20th April————GCSE Art Exam all dayGCSE Art Exam all dayGCSE Art Exam all dayGCSE Art Exam all day    

1st May PE GCSE moderation1st May PE GCSE moderation1st May PE GCSE moderation1st May PE GCSE moderation    

Monday 4th MayMonday 4th MayMonday 4th MayMonday 4th May————Bank HolidayBank HolidayBank HolidayBank Holiday    

7th May GCSE Drama Exam7th May GCSE Drama Exam7th May GCSE Drama Exam7th May GCSE Drama Exam    

12th May12th May12th May12th May————Start  of GCSE ExamsStart  of GCSE ExamsStart  of GCSE ExamsStart  of GCSE Exams    

22nd May22nd May22nd May22nd May————End of Term 5End of Term 5End of Term 5End of Term 5    

22nd22nd22nd22nd----24th June Midsummer Nights  Dream 24th June Midsummer Nights  Dream 24th June Midsummer Nights  Dream 24th June Midsummer Nights  Dream     

1st June  1st June  1st June  1st June  ----    Start of Term 6Start of Term 6Start of Term 6Start of Term 6    

 

Please pay on line for trips & visits rather than by cash or 
cheque.   

 

Paying online is quick and convenient and allows you to see what you have paid 
and any amounts left to pay, particularly useful for school trips. Paying online also 
helps the school by cutting down the amount of time needed to process the  

The Langtree School Academy Trust Company, a company limited by guarantee.  Registered in England and Wales,  
company registration number 07980335.  Registered Office:  Langtree School, Woodcote, Reading, Berkshire, RG8 ORA. 

IMPORTANT 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

Have you moved house, changed your mobile number or email  

Address? If yes to any of these please email Kris Allen:  

parents@langtreeschool.com for your details to be updated. 

LOST PROPERTY 
When lost property arrives in the school office it 

is checked for a name. Named lost property is 

then returned directly to the owner. Unnamed 

property is kept in the school office in the hope 

that it will be reclaimed. 2 or 3 times during the 

school year the un-named lost property will be 

made available in the main hall for the  

students to look through. please help us to  

return belongings to students by clearly naming 

all their uniform and other belongings.  

Thank you, Langtree School Office. 

If you have any good quality School Uniform that your child has grown out 

of, we would be very grateful to receive it.  

Please bring any donations of uniform to reception, thank you. 

If you would like to purchase any of the second hand uniform please contact 

the School Office—office@langtreeschool.com or 01491 680514 

Easter Family Church Services 
Don't miss the Easter Family Church Services!  

On Good Friday at 3pm (Friday 3rd April) there 

will be a short service for all the family at 

Goring Lock with Hot Cross Buns! 
On Easter Day at 9.30am (Sunday 5th April) there 

will be a Family Service at St Thomas'  Church, 

Goring followed by an Easter Egg Hunt and a 

short Communion Service. 

I look forward to seeing you at Easter! 

With my prayers for you all! 

The Revd. Paul Boughton 


