
 

 
 

As parents of Year 11 students will be only too well aware, the GCSE examination season is in full swing! On behalf of 
all the staff, I would like to wish all of our students every success in all of the forthcoming examinations; they will be 
over all too soon, and then our Class of 2017 will be able to relax and enjoy what I hope will be one of the best  
summers of their lives. In the meantime, I do hope that they will keep focussed and working hard on revision. As  
always, our excellent staff will be on hand to offer any additional help and support they might need. 
 
It was a huge pleasure to celebrate with our Year 11 students on their official leavers’ day. As always, the fancy dress 
was quite amazing and the attitude and spirit of all members of the group was outstanding throughout the day. Many 
thanks to our Class of 2017 for giving the staff a lovely day which will be remembered for a long time to come. 
 
As you are aware from my previous email, our Ofsted inspection has been and gone once again. We were delighted to 
receive the confirmation that Langtree continues to be a very Good school indeed and is, in the words of the lead  
Inspector, ‘on the cusp of becoming Outstanding’. At the time of writing, we have not yet received our formal  
feedback, and I will share the headlines of this with you as soon as it is available. However, inspectors were extremely  
impressed with our recent excellent GCSE outcomes, as well as the atmosphere and ethos they experienced around the 
school. In addition, they rightly praised the outstanding attitude to learning displayed by our students. Many thanks to 
all parents and carers who responded to the questionnaire. 
 
We will be extremely sorry to say farewell to two very valuable members of our support staff at the end of this week. 
Mrs Beer will be stepping down from her post of Cover Supervisor, and all teaching staff are extremely grateful for the 
excellent quality of support she has offered in this role. We wish Mrs Beer well, and hope to see her again on occasion 
helping out at Langtree as a cover teacher in the future. 
 
In addition, we will be very sorry to say farewell to Mrs Shepherd, who will be leaving her post as part time receptionist 
after eleven years of loyal service. Karen has been the welcoming face of Langtree for such a long time, and has  
supported the school in innumerable ways. We all wish her well in her new life abroad. 
 
It has been another extremely positive and busy term at Langtree. Amongst many highlights, was the final  
performance of The Snow Dragons, at the Hammersmith Lyric. After two excellent performances in school, it was a 
wonderful opportunity for our cast and crew to perform in a professional, London theatre. They all rose to the occasion 
and staged what was, quite possibly, the very best performance of the run. Many congratulations to them all and, of 
course to Gill Pimm and Stephen Henderson for their hard work in producing the show. 
 
Our Creativity Day in April was another superb success, and our students were excellent ambassadors for the school in 
every workshop and activity, and on every trip and visit. Please read all about the various activities in this edition of the 

newsletter. 
 
In the meantime, I do hope that you all manage to have some enjoyable family time in the sun over the mid-term 
break. And a final message to our Year 11 students: keep at it, the examinations will soon be over and the summer will 
be all the more fun if you put in the hard work now! 
 
Mr R Holroyd, Headteacher 
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Artist of the Term 

 

Alice Hughes 7WI 
 

Alice has been working at home using digital  

media to create artwork inspired by 'Lucy in the 

Sky with Diamonds' shown in the four pieces  

illustrated here. Alice has also been exploring  

different styles of anime drawing. 



Follow us on Twitter @ Head4094 

Year 11 Leavers Day 

 
'Siting in the hall on the induction day in year 7, I could never have imagined how quickly my time at  
Langtree would come and go – and yet seemingly moments later I found myself celebrating our 5 years at 

the school and the successes we have had here. In the shadow of our exam period, the leavers’ day gave 
us a chance to reflect back on our last 5 years and share some fond memories. 
There isn’t a student who will leave the School without a positive goal for the future, and the achievement’s 

to support them. Langtree will always be a positive point in our pasts that will no doubt help propel every 
one of us to future successes' Charles Norman Senior Student Leader. 
 

'Time has flown by the last 5 years and I can proudly say I have enjoyed every moment. I hadn't felt sad 
about leaving until leavers day finally arrived. It was such an entertaining day with all of the different  
costumes that students wore and the effort that the staff put into it. During the lunchtime there were many 

pictures shown from the past, which every student laughed at and found very amusing. The day ended with 
even more pictures as we took them to remember for years to come. I am so thankful for all the  
opportunities I have been given throughout my time at Langtree. I look forward to the future that Langtree 
has helped to provide for me.' Freya Foster Senior Student Leader. 

Music at Dorchester Abbey 
On Saturday 6th May 14 musicians  from the music department at Langtree performed a part of In C by minimalist 

composer Terry Riley at the Dorchester Festival School’s Concert. It was a fantastic occasion and a wonderful  
opportunity to perform in this ancient Abbey. The piece was challenging for the audience and made all the more  
satisfying by the number of positive comments we received after the concert. Well done to all the performers. 

 

Science Club 

 

Science club have been  
investigating what made the 
best bubble mixture and then 

making giant bubbles with 
home made bubble wands. 
As the picture shows the  
experiments were very  

successful. Science club is 
open to all KS 3 students 
please see Mrs Darkins for 

more information. 

 



Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

‘Snow Dragons’ at the Lyric Theatre! 
 
On 3rd May, Year 9 and 10 students took our performance of ‘Snow Dragons’ to 
the Lyric Theatre in Hammersmith. This was as part of the National Theatre’s 
Youth Theatre Festival. ‘Snow Dragons’ was a new play, written by Lizzie  
Nunnery, and we were very proud to premiere the play in February at school. 
 

A National Theatre director came to see our show.  He called our production 
“astounding” and said that we “brought out the atmosphere expertly”.  He also 
commented on the “remarkable maturity” of the performances, and the “very 
promising talent” he saw. 
 

We were proud therefore to take our 25 actors and 6 technical crew (lighting, 
sound and costume) to The Lyric Theatre in London to perform. We had an 
amazing day!  In the morning, the tech team coped brilliantly with the high  
pressure of doing a technical rehearsal in a professional theatre with new  
equipment! We then did a run-through in the theatre before lunchtime – and 
then spent the afternoon in theatre workshops with a professional theatre-maker. 
 

Our performance was at 8.30pm, and we played to a full house.  The audience 
loved it!  It was the best performance the cast and crew had done. 
 

Huge congratulations to all of you involved.  I am immensely proud of you all.  
This is an enormous achievement!   What amazing ambassadors you were for our 
school.  Be proud of yourselves!  Thank you to you all for making it such a  
special experience. Mrs Pimm 
 

INTERESTED IN GETTING INVOLVED IN FUTURE PERFORMANCE OR TECHNICAL THEATRE OPPORTUNITIES?   
COME AND SEE MRS PIMM FOR MORE DETAILS…. 

The company onstage during our run-through 

Look how focused the ensemble are during the run-through! #proud 



Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

Hampton Court 
On Creativity day on the last day of the Easter term;  Year 9, went on an amazing yet educational trip to Hampton 
Court Palace. The palace was started in 1529 by Thomas Wolsey and was seized by  Henry VIII when he fell out of 
favour. Henry VIII added an extra side to Hampton Court which stands to this day. 

 

At Hampton Court there is a wide variety of art located all around the grounds. The art pieces were beautifully  and 
designed with a 3D effect. The ceilings had paintings that took your breath away, mini cupids flying around and  
beautiful Gods and Goddess sitting on clouds and long vines. You had to look at the ceilings because there was just so 
much going on up there.  There were beautiful pillars with architectural designs, flowers, swirls and patterns. By the 
end of the day you neck hurt from looking at the ceilings but it was definitely worth it. 

 

We had amazing weather during our visit which meant that we could picnic in the gardens, which were  beautiful. 
We took part in an education session led by one of the Hampton Court team.  She explained in amazing detail  the 
religion rollercoaster of the Tudor period and how the Tudor women were expected to act. They would have to act in a 
respectful way otherwise you would get the chop. 

 

The best part for me of the whole day was of how much you learnt in an active way. I love history and would  
recommend anyone to go even if you don't like history. Its an amazing trip!!- Kian 

 

The best part for me was being out of school, and seeing what we have learned about before. We got  a sneak peak 
into the life of the Tudor's. I also enjoyed the gardens because the weather was gorgeous. The gardens were filled 
with these stunning colourful flowers . They had a fountain that was absolutely glorious and it added to the whole  
effect of being a royal in the Tudor era. I also enjoy learning about the history of the palace and how it would have 
been for a woman in the Tudor times. Overall I loved the trip and I would highly recommend Hampton Court as it is 
gorgeous. Colleen  Delaney. 

The Eyot Centre Henley on Thames 
The sun was shining at the start of the day and everyone was excited to leave school. After a short journey, we got to 
Henley and all piled out of the coach. We then got assigned into groups with people we didn’t usually spend time with 
so we could get to know them better.  

 

Each group was given some paddles, a tarpaulin, some pegs and a lot of rope. Our task was to create a shelter for our 
bags in case it started to rain. My group managed to make a shelter which had a floor as well as a roof because none 
of us wanted our bags to get wet from the slightly damp ground. Other groups created some quite interesting designs, 
some of them were very effective.  

 

Various other team building games and challenges took place over the day. These included a tyre problem solving 
timed challenge, a dragon boat canoeing sprint, a team balance test and an assault course. My favourite activity was 
the canoeing because the sun was out and the constant splash from the person paddling behind me cooled me down!  
Everyone seemed to be enjoying the day so far, but it was time for lunch. We ate 
our packed lunches on the field in the blazing sun and all just had a break and a 
laugh.  

 

After lunch, we all went down to the river edge 
and all put on buoyancy aids. We then got back 
into our groups and the racing began! The  
intense canoeing sprints really got everyone’s 
hearts pumping and the cheering from the side 
grew extremely loud. 

 

Overall, the day was great and allowed new 
friendships to be formed. Rosie Turtle. 



Follow us on Twitter @ Head4094 

 

  Congratulations to the following students who have  
  recently passed music examinations. Hazel Gainsford        

 (grade 3 flute), Alice Carsen (grade   
 2 flute), Dorothy Hathaway (grade  
 1 flute), Gleve Sporle (grade 3  
 piano), Daniel McCarthey (grade 3  
 baritone), and Ani Archer (grade 1   
 clarinet)  
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Creativity Day 

 

We had a lovely time using Banraku puppetry to explore 'A 
Midsummer Night's Dream' with some of Year 8.  After 
choosing some of our favourite moments from the play, 
students made character puppets and used them to act 

out the scene. Banraku requires 
the puppets to be operated by 
3 people, and the puppets have 
to continuously 'breathe'.  A 
brilliant, creative day!  
Mrs Pimm. 

“Getting Court” 

 

On the 7th of April, a group of us travelled to Oxford 
Crown Court on creativity day. During this experience, we 
were able to watch and have an insight to three real 
court cases, two of which included sentencing! We spent 
the day observing the cases and watching what it was 
like to be in court, not only as the criminal, but also as all 
the other people associated.  

 

As we watched each case, we were given a summary of 
what crime had been committed and then a further  
description from the victim. We then heard points of view 
from the defendants and lawyers and then finally a  
conclusion from the judge.  

 

Being in the room really opened up my eyes to what it 
was like in a Crown Court. Additionally, we were able go 
and ask the judge questions of our choice once the case 
had finished, to which he answered very honestly. The 
experience led me to consider a career associated with 
the law.  

 

The trip was really 
worthwhile and I learnt 
a substantial amount 
about all the aspects of 
court.   

 

Emma Johnson 

Thorpe Park 

 

Our Year 11's enjoyed a spectacular series of activities on 
our second Creativity Day- Friday April 7th at Thorpe 
Park.  The students 
enjoyed workshops 
analysing the  
science behind the 
roller coasters 
‘Stealth’ and ‘Saw’.  
It was a lovely  

sunny day enjoyed 
by all which allowed 
the students to  
extrapolate their 
Science knowledge 
into real-life and 
relax ahead of the 
crunch of the exam 
period.   



Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

Rowing Success for some Langtree girls at the NWSC in Nottingham in April 
Jess Arlett, Jessica Roberts and Hazel Drury were chosen as crews from Henley Rowing Club to represent the Thames 
Upriver region in the Junior Interregional Regatta racing against crews from all over England and Wales and they all 

came away as gold medal winners in their events. 
Jess achieved a silver racing in a coxless quad for WJ16 

Jessica and Hazel achieved their golds racing in a coxed 8 for WJ16 (an age category above their own), they were also 
awarded the Cambridge Women’s Boat Club Rose Bowl trophy for the fastest 8 of the day. Jessica achieved a second 

gold racing in a coxed 4 for WJ15. 
Well deserved medals all round after a hard winter of training in the gym. 

 
The Area Athletics Championships  

 

were held on 18th May at Tilsley 
Park. Langtree students rose to the 
occasion performing well across 
track and field events and took  
advantage of the opportunity to  
perform in an athletics arena with 
many achieving personal best 
times/distances 

 

After leading from the start Courtney 
MacKinnon convincingly won U13 
1500m, which is 
a fantastic 
achievement.  
 

Will Cusack also 
came 2nd in U15 
javelin and Kyle 
Fraser 3rd in 
200m, both boys 
have been asked 
to represent 

South Oxfordshire at the County finals 
on 11th June. 

 

The following students also deserve a 

special mention for reaching finals, or 
being placed in events- Ellis Brindle, 
Ollie Maloney, Maia Harby- Guincho, 
Grace Picton , Ava Reynolds, Caitlin 
Edgar and Lila Bish- Groucott. 

 

U14 Oxfordshire Boys Football Team 
 

Andy Ransome, team manger of the Oxfordshire 
Schools’ Football team writes: “The boys of the  

under 14 Oxfordshire Schools team beat Hampshire 
4:3 to become the South West Counties Champions. 
This rounded off a successful season that saw us 
narrowly beaten in the semi final of the National 

Cup. I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your continued support of representative 
football in the county.” 
 

Congratulations to Tommy Boyd of Langtree School 
who was part of the U14 Oxfordshire Schools  

winning team. 9 different schools were represented 
in the team. 

Year 7 Creativity Day 
It was a very successful day all round for year 7, who  
produced the bodies, brains and style of their own "block 
bot" robots. Designs ranged from futuristic robots with 
video game faces to  
nuts-n-bolt bots with 
changing faces that knew 
their owner’s name. Every  
student produced a  
fantastic design and the 
whole year group should 
be proud of their brilliant 
effort on the day. Our 
thanks also to visiting  
support Simon Stevenson 
for his fantastic lead on 
the use of the BBC microbit. 

Year 10 Consider their  

Futures on a day’s visit to 
Reading University! 

 

Sixty year 10’s enjoyed a 
day at Reading University 
as part of creativity day 
learning about life as a 
student. Students from 
Reading University gave 
our students a tour of the 
campus which dazzled and 
impressed in the sunshine. 
There were also sessions 
on a wide range of topics 

including: what courses 
are available; how to pick a course and how to live on a 
student budget. Students engaged in the day well with 
many coming away realising that it was a good and  
possible option for the future and one that they should 
start working towards, if they haven’t already! 

Congratulations 
To the Year 9, 10 and 11 rounders team who recently 

competed in the area rounders tournament. 
Year9—3rd in year group 

Year 10—2nd in year group 
Year 11 3rd in year group 

 

GOOD LUCK 
To the Under 14 Girls football team who will be contesting 

the County Cup Final during the first week of Term 6 



Follow us on Twitter @ Head4094 

Young Carer Ambassadors  

Very sadly we will soon be bidding farewell to 
the first ever Langtree Young Carer  
Ambassadors. Casey Bevins and Ryan Barrett-
Belcher are both year 11 and will soon be  
moving on to their college places. They have 
both been fantastic advocates for Young Carers, 
being involved in assemblies, YC forums, peer 
mentoring and, in Casey’s case, poster design, 
as well as playing an important part in Langtree’s 
progression through the Bronze, Silver and final-
ly Gold Young Carer Standards. We wish them 
well for the future. Fortunately Alex Burton and 
Philippa Mason have stepped forward and will be 
continuing the good work. Alex has already  
attended a young carer ambassadors networking 
day and hopefully they will both be able to go on 
the training day which is being scheduled for later in the year. If you would like more information about Young Carers, 
please contact Mrs Temple in person or by email: atemple@langtreeschool.com 

 

More pictures from Term 5 …. 



The Langtree School Academy Trust Company, a company limited by guarantee.  Registered in England and Wales,  

company registration number 07980335.  Registered Office:  Langtree School, Woodcote, Reading, Berkshire, RG8 ORA. 

Please pay on line for trips & visits rather  
than by cash or cheque.  

  
Paying online is quick and convenient and allows you to see 
what you have paid and any amounts left to pay, particularly 
useful for school trips. Paying online also helps the school by 
cutting down the amount of time needed to pro-
cess the hundreds of cheques we receive. If you 
do not have your unique pupil code please email 
the finance office:  

finance@langtreeschool.com  

If you have any good quality School Uniform that your child 
has grown out of, we would be very grateful to receive it.  

Please bring any donations of uniform to reception, thank you.  
If you would like to purchase any of the second hand uniform 
please contact the School Office office@langtreeschool.com  

or 01491 680514 

LOST PROPERTY 

When lost property arrives in the school office it is checked for a 
name. Named lost property is then returned directly to the  
owner. Unnamed property is kept in the school office in the 
hope that it will be reclaimed. 2 or 3 times during the school 
year the un-named lost property will be made available in the 
main hall for the students to look through. please help us to 

return belongings to students by clearly naming all their uniform 
and other belongings. Thank you, Langtree School Office. 

Donations to Langtree School.  
Donations to Langtree School. We have recently had a 
number of parents asking how to make a donation to 
the school, we are always extremely grateful to all our 
parents and carers for their support and contributions 
to the school. The finance office have now added a 
“Donation Option” to all accounts on the online pay-
ment system. This can be accessed 
through the school website by clicking 
The “pay here today” icon on the web-
site. 

2016 – 2017 Term Dates 

May Break –30th May –2nd  June 2017 

5th  June Start of Term 6 

8th June 
French Trip—parent’s information 

evening 

15th June School Production 

26th June Last GCSE Exam 

29th June PROM 

3rd  - 7th July Activities Week 

17th July Sports Day 

19th July End of Term 6 (1.00pm Finish) 

   Summer Holiday 2017 

2017—2018 TERM DATES 

Mon. 4th  
September 

Inset day 1 

Tues. 5th    
September 

Start of Term 1 for Year 7 students  
Induction Day 

Wed. 6th  
September 

Term 1 starts for all other students 

Wed. 4th  
October 

Inset Day 2 

Fri. 20th  October End of Term 1 

October Break 
Mon. 23rd  October  – Fri. 27th  October 2017 

Mon. 30th   
October 

Start of term 2 

Tues. 19th  
December 

End of Term 2 (School closes at 1.00pm) 

Christmas Holiday 
Wed. 20th December – Wed. 3rd  January 2018 

Thurs. 4th      
January 

Start of Term 3 

Thurs. 8th  
February 

End of Term 3 

Fri. 9th   
February 

Inset Day 3 

February Break  
Mon. 12th February – Fri. 16th  February 2018 

Mon. 19th  
February 

Start of Term 4 

Wed. 28th  
March 

End of Term 4 

Thurs. 29th 
March 

Inset Day 4 

Easter Holiday – Fri. 30th March – Fri. 13th April 2018 

Mon. 16th April Start of Term 5 

Mon. 7st    May May Day Bank Holiday 

Fri. 25th  May End of Term 5 

May Break – Mon. 28th May – Fri. 1st June 2018 

Mon. 4th  June Start of Term 6 

Tues. 24th July End of Term 6 (School closes at 1.00pm) 

The date of an additional inset day during  
2017 /2018 is to be confirmed. 


