
 

All members of our wider school community should end a busy 
year feeling very proud indeed of what we have all achieved   
together. Our GCSE outcomes in 2016 have resulted in two    
further national awards for progress and achievement and we 
have had a very positive Ofsted report. Furthermore, our       
students have done us proud again in all that they have 
achieved, with record numbers completing the Langtree Challenge and so many receiving positive reports from our 
recent activities week, residential visits and work experience. I hope you read this newsletter with as much pleasure 
and pride as I do. 

We will be very sorry to say farewell to a number of valued colleagues who leave for exciting promotions and the next 
stage of their careers, or for the equally exciting prospect of all that retirement can bring! Mr Doyle, Mrs Burke and   
Mrs Hobbs will all be retiring after a combined total of 41 years of service to Langtree School, and we wish them well 
in all they do. Our three long-standing and highly valued colleagues have done a tremendous amount in all of those 
collective years to make the school what it is today. Thank you most sincerely for that.  

Furthermore, Mr Hunt, Mrs Bainbrigge, Mrs Barker and Mrs Stafford all leave us to develop their careers elsewhere and 
again, I would like to wish them every success in new challenges ahead.  

Mr Unsworth leaves to train as a teacher of Geography after a very successful induction at Langtree, as will Miss 
Joslyn, our outstanding Teaching Assistant who has also taken a decision to train as a PE teacher next year. And     
finally, our wonderful Art technician Sarah Stanton leaves us to take on an exciting challenge overseas. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of these members of staff for their hard work and commitment to 
Langtree School . It goes without saying that they will all be sadly missed, but I am also very excited by the calibre 
and quality of the replacement staff we have successfully recruited for September when we will again be fully staffed 

with some outstanding teachers.  

As I have already reported in previous newsletters, Mr Bamford from Sandhurst School will be our new Deputy 
Headteacher with responsibilities for the curriculum, and Ms Burman from Waingel’s College will take up the role of 
Assistant Headteacher for Student Services. Mr Smith was recruited from Maiden Erlegh School to be our new Head of 
Science, Ms Clark will be joining our Maths team as second in department and Ms Richards will be our newly qualified  
teacher of History and Ethics. As parents are already aware, Mr Rye will be steeping up to take on the role of Head of 

Art and Design. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Brown for all that he has done for so many years in his role as 
Head of Upper School. Mr Brown has taken the decision to step down from this role, but will still be working closely 
with students as an outstanding teacher of science. As a consequence, I am delighted that Mrs Phipps has been     
appointed to become Head of Y11, bringing a wealth of experience of pastoral leadership from her previous career 
posts.  

In addition, Mrs Buckley has been appointed as our permanent Head of English, following Mrs Holroyd’s decision to 
step down from this role. Many thanks to Mrs Holroyd for the strong legacy of success which she has developed and 
which, I am sure, Mrs Buckley will continue to build upon in the years ahead. 

And last but certainly not least, I would like to pay tribute to Mrs Tracy Sedwell, who will be stepping down from our 
governing body this summer. Mrs Sedwell has been an active governor for many years, and Chair for the last three 
years. At our final meeting last week, all governors were quick to acknowledge the excellent work Tracy has done to 
make the governing body a far more cohesive and unified group. She has also overseen the appointment of some   
excellent new governors, who have brought new skills and expertise to the governance of the school.  

In planning for the future, governors were delighted to appoint one of Langtree’s longest standing governors          
Mrs Seal-Roberts to the position of Chair, and Mr Rocks will become Vice Chair of the governing body. 

Change is healthy at times in school as well as all aspects of life, and schools – quite understandably – go through  
periods of transition from time to time. However, it is clear that our new colleagues will bring fresh ideas and new 

thinking to Langtree which will help to develop the school forward with renewed energy, commitment and confidence.  

In the meantime, as we look forward with excitement to the challenges of a new academic year, I hope that you will 
also find time to read the reports of such a wonderful term in this newsletter and reflect on all the successes and 
achievements of our students in 2017. Many thanks yet again for your unstinting support for our school; I hope that 
you all find some time relax with your families over the coming summer weeks.      Mr R Holroyd—Headteacher 
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Follow us on Twitter @ Head4094 

Langtree School PTA 
 

Wow what a whirlwind 6 months the 
new PTA  Committee has had! At the 
first meeting in mid January there were 
lots of new faces and many good ideas 
for forthcoming events. 
The PTA has continued to run the bar 
and refreshments at school events put 
on by the Music, Drama and Art  
Departments when required. 

The PTA set about organising a Quiz 
Night for March which was a huge   
success with over 150 people filling the 
school hall and much hilarity had by all 
who came and a wonderful £2,300 was 
raised. 
On Prom night the PTA ran a bar and 
BBQ for parents who had gathered at 
Goring & Streatley Golf Club, this was a 
new event which received very positive 
feedback from those that attended.  
This is an event we hope to run next 
year, so watch this space. 
At the next PTA meeting we decided to 
run a summer event so the committee 
got to work on organising the ‘Summer 
Sizzler’ which took place last Friday.  It 
was a lovely sunny evening and again 
there was much laughter with some of 
the games that had been set-up.  
Thank you to all who helped in many 
ways make this a fun end to the year. 
With all this fundraising the aim is to 
save some of the money for larger 
school projects whilst still donating 
smaller amounts to individual          
departments so all students can benefit 
from your support.  This year the PTA 
has donated £300 for Student Rewards, 
and £1500 split  evenly between the 
Music,  Drama and Food Tech  depart-
ments. At the new Year 7 Parents   
Welcome Meeting, the PTA were 
pleased to present a cheque for £3,000 
to the school to put towards the     
accelerated reading scheme, which 
provides on line reading lists,          
recommendations and resources to 
boost reading at KS3. The programme 
would benefit all students in years 7 - 
9, 360 in total.  
The next PTA meeting will be Tuesday 
19th Sept 7.30pm at The Highwayman 
in Checkendon to which everyone is 
welcome.  We will discuss some       
exciting events for next year’s calendar 
so we can raise even more money to 
give back to our school and help all our  
children.   
The PTA Committee 

The Kitchen Garden  

Over three days: five raised 
beds were constructed, turf 
was dug, wood was drilled, 
and the huge mound of soil 
was continuously moved and 
raked by Year 8’s students. 
Although it was seriously hot, 
backs were aching and it was 
physically demanding, ever 
one had a good work ethic 

and was able to crack on with 
their tasks. Even though the 
planting had to be done later 
Langtree School is now 
equipped with its own kitchen 
garden to provide us with 
fresh ingredients and fresh 
herbs. We are very  satisfied 
to see the brilliant outcome. 

 

Martha Heydon and Caitlin 
Parmar-Sheppard 8MO 

Activities Week 



Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

County Rugby Teams 

A number of boys from Langtree School have been selected for County rugby training 

squads following trials last month. 

Year 8 - Tommy Edwards 

Year9 -  Jack Botham, Will Cusack, Alex Burton, Ellis Brindle, Kyle Fraser,  

David Carr, Josh Wiltshire 

Year 10 - Max Temple, Scott Purnell 

LANGTREE SCHOOL SPORTS ACHIVEMENTS 2016/17 

YEAR GROUP GENDER SPORT RESULT 

7 BOYS FOOTBALL SEMI FINALISTS COUNTY CUP 

7 GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY DISTRICT WINNERS. 3RD AT COUNTY CHAMPS 

7 GIRLS SWIMMING DISTRICT 3RD 

8/9 GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY DISTRICT 3RD 

10/11 GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY DISTRICT 2ND 

8/9 BOYS CROSS COUNTRY DISTRICT 3RD 

10/11 BOYS CROSS COUNTRY DISTRICT 2ND 

8/9 BOYS TRIATHLON DISTRICT 2ND 

10/11 BOYS TRIATHLON DISTRICT 1ST 

8 GIRLS HOCKEY DISTRICT 2ND, COUNTY 3RD 

9 BOYS FOOTBALL DISTRICT LEAGUE 1ST 

9 BOYS RUGBY COUNTY CUP FINALISTS 

9 BOYS RUGBY READING SCHOOLS 7’S WINNERS 

8/9 GIRLS FOOTBALL COUNTY CUP WINNERS 

8/9 BOYS SWIMMING DISTRICT 2ND, COUNTY 3RD 

7 GIRLS SWIMMING DISTRICT 3RD 

7 BOYS/GIRLS QUAD KIDS ATHLETICS DISTRICT 2ND. QUALIFY FOR COUNTY FINALS 

8/9 BOYS/GIRLS SUPER SIXES ATHLETICS DISTRICT 2ND. QUALIFY FOR COUNTY FINALS 

7 BOYS RUGBY PLATE RUNNERS UP. READING SCHOOLS 7’S 

11 GIRLS NETBALL/ROUNDERS DISRTICT 2ND 

10 GIRLS NETBALL/ROUNDERS DISTRICT 3RD 

9 GIRLS ROUNDERS DISTRICT 3RD 

 

Pictured right are the victorious 
U14 Langtree Girls Football 

team following their  

County Cup Final  

win beating Oxford Spires 4—0  

 

Lois Joslyn (C) 

Amy Lissenden 

Lauren Morgan 

Rosie Davies 

Lola Murtagh 

Rosie Sweeten 

Mia Stovell 

Millie Hine 

Courtney Mackinnon 

Iona Bielby 

Hannah Weller 

Sophie Turnbull 

Caitlin Edgar 

The Football fundraising 
event to raise money to 
buy equipment for The 
Prince’s Trust Course 

raised:  £214.55  
Well done to all  
those involved. 



Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

 

Year 8 French Trip 

At 5 am on a dull Monday morning, a bleary-eyed bunch of year 8 students boarded the coach for what was promised 
to be an exciting week in France… we were not to be disappointed! 

On the French trip, we ate some traditional  French food, stuffed our faces with junk and successfully bribed the  
teachers with chocolate to give us good marks in our nightly room inspections. But as well as all that, we ate oysters 
(well, at least some of us tried to!), had daily French lessons (which actually weren’t nearly half as bad as they must 

sound), and had a cracking day doing water sports that I’m 
sure everyone thoroughly enjoyed. 

We visited historic towns and drew sketches; went to  
restaurants and attempted to order our own food in French (but 
2 out of 3 times the waiters spoke English anyway!), and had a 
chance to wander round town to buy souvenirs (or more food, 
in many cases!). Another... ‘memorable’... experience would be 
when we ate oysters; I say ‘ate’ but maybe it would be more 
fitting to say that we attempted to keep them down our throats 
without allowing them a ‘reappearance’! 

I think it’s safe to say that the best day was when we did the 
water sports. We kayaked around the coast, wind-surfed 
through the waves and attempted to remain on our catamaran 
even when the winds were wildest. As well as that, we swam in 
the sea and just generally had a really good time; and judging 
by their unusually happy moods, so did the teachers! 

But seriously, this trip was tremendous fun and we learnt a lot 
too; so on behalf of everyone that went, thanks very much to 

all the teachers that came 
along and those who 
went to great lengths to 
allow us the best possible 
experience we could’ve 
hoped for.  

Hannah Weller 
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Year 10 Work Experience 

During creativity week the whole of Year 10  
embarked on a week’s work experience at a variety 
of different placements including primary schools, 
universities, architects, photographers, garden cen-
tres, hairdressers, engineers, research laboratories, 

newspapers, BP, Microsoft and many more.  
Whilst many of the placements were in the local 
area others travelled to London, Cornwall, Kent, 
Wales and even Kenya for their placements. 

It was very rewarding to visit so many students on placement and hear their          
employers speak in such glowing terms about our students in terms of their attitude, 
initiative and work ethic. Many of the students have come back talking very positively 
about their placement, and about how it has given them food for thought in terms of 
future career paths. Mr I. Blower 

Ben at The Henley Standard 

Kieran at  
The Woodcote Garden Centre 

Activities Week—Music 

During activities week we did loads of cool activities. However, the best one for me was Music. We started off learning 

a few notes on an acoustic guitar (A E C D). Personally, I had never played the guitar before and learning it was more 
fun than I expected. After that we split off into groups to have a go at recording a song called “The Spirit in the Sky” 
we were able to use other instruments including a bass guitar. As a group who had only just learnt the notes of the 
song I think we did rather well. Some groups tried to learn all of the lyrics and play the whole song, some had lots of 
different instruments: drums, drum kits, tambourines, pianos, electric guitars, bass guitars and of course the acoustic 
guitar were all used in the performances. Everybody managed to play and sing the song so it could be recognised as 
the song we had listened to earlier on. The day was great fun and I learnt a lot. Alice Carson 8MO 

Ewelme Maths Challenge 

On the 25th of May year 8 top maths set visited Ewelme Park on a maths trip. We completed 4 
activities around the farm and learnt about the forestry, farming and livery involved in running 
one. Three other schools attended, these were: Gillotts, Chiltern Edge and Icknield. 

The first activity Langtree experienced was a forestry walk, where we were shown where they 
grew their trees, and learnt about the diverse types that grew there and what it was like to be a 
forester. They grew a wide variety of trees these included: larch, chestnut and Ash. We asked 
questions and gained as much information as possible ready for our presentation back at school. 
Whilst on the walk we learnt about some of the animals and plants that killed the trees or se-
verely damaged them. We found out that deer would eat the trees leaves and grey squirrels 
enjoy eating the bark off ash, beech and maple trees. Langtree school was also lucky enough to 

see some real deer in the woodlands! 

After a short break, we visited the livery and learnt all about the horses there. We measured 
how tall we were in hands and found out which horse we were closest in height to! During our 
trip to the livery we were shown lots of different riding equipment used to keep the horse and 
rider safe. These included: riding hats, boots for the horses, a saddle, fly rug and a protective 
jacket. We were then allowed to walk around the yard and greet all the different horses in their 
stables and even stroke and pat them! Everyone was also allowed to have a look inside a func-

tioning horse trailer.  

Then we went on a crop walk and got to go for a ride in the trailer of a tractor! We learnt all 
about the different crops and farming equipment, also the diverse ways that farming was be-
coming far more modernised and eco-friendly. We were very lucky enough to see some of the 
farming equipment farmers use, and were given a brief explanation of the technology used to 
make all the machines eco-friendlier. Volunteers explained that most machinery now has 

somthing called a “blue tank”, these tanks are used to turn some of the greenhouse gases    
produced by the machines into nitrogen.  

After a well-deserved lunch, we went with Mrs Cave for our final activity, Tree Hugging. Here we 
learnt a variety of diverse ways to measure the height of trees and how old they were without 
any measuring instruments. These methods included using an A4 sheet of paper, a bamboo 
cane the length of your arm and a method known as " stick your head up your bottom" where 

we bent over and put our heads between our legs, and lining ourselves up with the top of the 
tree, creating a 45-degree angle. For the age, we wrapped our arms round the tree and found 
the circumference, then worked out the diameter. Since each ring was approximately 1 cm we 
then found out its roughage. 



Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

 

Year 7 Camp 

Our Year 7 camp was at Youlbury Scout Camp and I thoroughly enjoyed it.  We arrived, collected our bags 
and unpacked. The tents were already set up and easy to close. We then proceeded to have a delicious 

lunch before getting into activity groups. Next we all walked to the gathering point and collected and har-
nesses or gear needed for our separate activities. After two enjoyable activities, we met up and headed back 
for a scrumptious dinner prepared by the cooking team. Once the duty team had washed up, we set off for 

our evening activity; day 1 was ‘World Tour’. This was what happened every day, with a few differences 
(such as: activities, meals and what happened in the morning.) All evening activities were enjoyable but the 

Disco was by far the most popular among the students.  

Everyone was super supportive and I felt very comfy even without any outside contact. All the staff were 

encouraging and friendly all the time. It was all very relaxing and a very memorable end to a fantastic first 

year at Langtree School. 

By Abigail Li 7WI 
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Summer Arts Evening 

Music 

Langtree musicians wowed audiences with their fantastic 
performances during the Summer Arts Evening. In the first 
half Year 10 musicians Ben Atkins, Ali Varnham, Jess Li, 
Laura Ogden, Leon Sweetman-Jeffs, Lia Huxtable, Hazel 
Drury, Rhiannon Evans, Laurie Stevenson and Sophie Webb 
performed solos and ensemble pieces to a very high    
standard. We were also pleased to hear Rosie Toolin again, 
sadly for the last time, and wish her well for the future. 

The second half was themed round the fiftieth anniversary celebrations of The Beatles Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club 
Band album. The orchestra and junior choir combined to give memorable performances of Sgt Pepper’s Lonely Hearts 
Club Band, With a Little Help From My Friends, She’s Leaving Home (featuring a fantastic harp performance from  
Rhiannon Evans), When I’m 64 and finishing with Lucy in the Sky With Diamonds. 

Thank you to the PTA 

I am very grateful for the donation from the PTA that has enabled the music to purchase an orchestral glockenspiel. 
You will hear and see this new instrument in future concerts. 

Performance 

The Drama Club and The Gym Club performed pieces that they had been working on over the last few weeks. The Gym 
Club display was very impressive and the pieces from Dram Club were thought provoking. 

Art 

The Year 11 GCSE art exhibition showcased the talented artists who are now leaving Langtree for the next step in their 
education. The pieces on display from KS 3 were as equally impressive. 

 

African Drumming Workshop 

A group of Year 9 and Year 10 students took part in an African Drumming workshop in June. 
They learnt the basics of djembe drumming using real Ghanaian drums. They were introduced to 
some of the features of the music and worked in small groups to produce their own pieces. 

On Monday 10th July, the Y9 Digital Leaders delivered a "Digital Day" to Y5 students from our 
local primary schools. The whole day was designed and developed by the Digital Leaders which 
gave our Y5 guests a taste of programming in Scratch and Python as well as introducing the idea 
of encoding and decoding.  A great deal of hard work went into the day and I watched on with 
pride; the was a resounding success with the Y5 children saying they wish they could stay  
longer!  Great work Digital Leaders! 
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Please pay on line for trips & visits rather  
than by cash or cheque.  

  
Paying online is quick and convenient and allows you to see 
what you have paid and any amounts left to pay, particularly 
useful for school trips. Paying online also helps the school by 
cutting down the amount of time needed to process the  
hundreds of cheques we receive. If you do not have your 
unique pupil code please email the finance office:  

finance@langtreeschool.com  

If you have any good quality School Uniform that your child 
has grown out of, we would be very grateful to receive it.  

Please bring any donations of uniform to reception, thank you.  
If you would like to purchase any of the second hand uniform 
please contact the School Office office@langtreeschool.com  

LOST PROPERTY 

When lost property arrives in the school office it is checked for a 
name. Named lost property is then returned directly to the  
owner. Unnamed property is kept in the school office in the 
hope that it will be reclaimed. 2 or 3 times during the school 
year the un-named lost property will be made available in the 
main hall for the students to look through. please help us to 

return belongings to students by clearly naming all their uniform 
and other belongings. Thank you, Langtree School Office. 

Donations to Langtree School.  
Donations to Langtree School. We have recently had a 
number of parents asking how to make a donation to 
the school, we are always extremely grateful to all our 
parents and carers for their support and contributions to 
the school. The finance office have now added a 
“School Donation Option” to all accounts on the online 
payment system. This can be accessed through the 
school website by clicking 

2017—2018 Term Dates 
Monday 4th September Inset day 1 

Tuesday 5th   September Start of Term 1 for Year 7 students – Induction Day 

Wednesday 6th September Term 1 starts for all other students 

Monday 18th September  SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 

Wednesday 4th October Inset Day 2 

Friday 20th  October End of Term 1 

October Break – Monday 23rd  October  – Friday 27th  October 2017 

Monday 30th  October Start of term 2 

Tuesday 19th December End of Term 2 (School closes at 12.30 pm) 

Christmas Holiday – Wednesday 20th December – Wednesday 3rd  January 2018 

Thursday 4th January Start of Term 3 

Thursday 8th February End of Term 3 

Friday 9th  February Inset Day 3 

February Break – Monday 12th February – Friday 16th  February 2018 

Monday 19th February Start of Term 4 

Wednesday 28th  March End of Term 4 

Thursday 29th March Inset Day 4 

Easter Holiday – Friday 30th March – Friday 13th April 2018 

Monday 16th April Start of Term 5 

Monday 7st    May May Day Bank Holiday 

Friday 25th  May End of Term 5 

May Break – Monday 28th May – Friday 1st June 2018 

Monday 4th  June Start of Term 6 

Tuesday 24th July End of Term 6 (School closes at 12.30 pm) 

The date of an additional inset day during 2017 /2018 is to be confirmed. 


