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Here comes the summer! And as the temperatures soar in our final week of term, we have a great deal to celebrate at 

the end of a very successful year. Do take the time to read about all of our recent activities, events and successes in-
side this bumper newsletter! 

Our Activities Week was another huge success, with Y7 and Y8 students enjoying trips to camp and France respective-

ly. Y9 participated in an amazing activities week in school to celebrate the work of Roald Dahl, and our Y10 students 

earned very positive reviews following their hugely successful work experience. I would like to thank all students for 
their wonderful spirit displayed during the week, and for their willingness to engage with all sorts of activities which 

took them way out of their comfort zones. Well done! Similarly, I would like to publicly thank all of the staff who, at the 
end of a very busy year, gave up countless hours of their own time to plan and organise such a rich programme of ac-

tivities for our students. Many thanks indeed for all your hard work. 

And of course, all of this came after our wonderful performance of ‘Little Shop of Horrors’, which played to full audienc-

es and rave reviews over three nights. Congratulations to all members of the cast who turned in such outstanding per-
formances. 

We will be sorry to be saying farewell at the end of this year to two valuable members of our Learning Support team. 

Mrs Allen is leaving to begin new ventures in life, and Miss Lynch is leaving to take up her place on a PGCE teacher 

training course – we know she will make an outstanding teacher! Many thanks to both colleagues for all their support 
and care for so many students during their time with us. Thankfully, we do not have any other staff leaving for Sep-

tember, but we are delighted to be welcoming two very experienced teaching colleagues, Mr Money from Little Heath 
School and Mrs Bacon from Hemdean House School, who will be joining the English and Mathematics teams respective-

ly. Both will bring immense experience and further expertise to our faculty of staff. 

And as we come to the end of such a busy term, I would also like to extend my thanks to you, our hugely supportive 

parents, for the part you play not only in the successes of your own children, but in the success of our school as a 
whole. You have been extremely helpful yet again this year in your willing support for everything we have offered and, 

while we don’t always get everything right all of the time, we always value your feedback and support in return. Many 
thanks indeed for helping us in so many ways to do what we do for all of our students. 

On behalf of all the staff, I would like to wish you all the very best for the summer and I do hope that you are all able 
to enjoy some happy family time while the sun shines.  



Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

 

 

Little Shop of Horrors 

 
Little Shop of Horrors was such an amazing and truly unforgettable experience; I made so many new friends  
(in a variety of years), had so much fun and it helped me gain confidence. I can't even begin to express how 
amazing the show was when it was all put together.  
Laura Ogden 
 
I found the show very confidence-boosting and enjoyed being in the atmosphere. Izzy Arnfeld 
 
I feel like performing in front of lots of people has really boosted my confidence. Rebekah Atkins 
 
Once in a lifetime experience, an experience that won't be forgotten! Anya Decmar 
 
From this year's show I have learnt a lot more about what goes on backstage as well as onstage and have  
developed more of an appreciation into all of the hard work (from teachers and students) that goes into the 
productions.  
Emily Foster 
 
I loved doing Little Shop of Horrors it really boosted my confidence and I made so many new friends.  
Tabi Arnfeld 
 
Little Shop of Horrors was really fun to be a part of, it helped with some confidence boosting and everyone  
involved got along really well.  It was definitely worth all the rehearsals for the amazing performance (and lots 
of cake).    
Holly Salter 
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Little Shop of Horrors 

 

I loved the experience of being in the play despite the long and frequent rehearsals it was so worth it in the end. 

I made new friends and loved all the songs. I really enjoyed performing it however I wish we did more!!  

Jessica Li 

 

I enjoyed being in the performance very much as its a great opportunity to make more friends and gain experi-

ence. The highlight is always the performance and I am definitely doing it again next year!  

Amy Dean 

 

I loved being in the show. It made me more confident because I was shy before. I will contribute in the show 

next year Jade Redfern 

 

I thought it was really fun and it improved our team work. I hope to get into the production next year as well.  

Noah Salomons 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed being a part of the show, as I got to meet so many great actors and make new friends. I 

also enjoyed working with Miss Pimm and Mr Henderson as they are both amazingly talented teachers with  

brilliant ideas.  

Jasmin Gibbons 

 

Being involved with the show was a magical experience  and I would love to do it again.  

Martha Heydon 
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Barcelona 2016 

 
 

After a long journey to Gatwick airport and getting through customs and security we arrived at the gate for our flight. Sadly, 
it was cancelled and rescheduled for the next morning so with all the hotels booked we slept in the airport. It was really  

exciting to sleep on the airport floor (a giant camp out) with just a mat and pillow. All the students felt sorry for the teachers 

having to stay up all night but we all pulled through and had a great time because of it. While we stayed at the airport we 
saw first-hand what happens at airports at night. When we were walking around it was empty of waiting passengers but  

bustling with airport staff and security. Even better, we were all given cards from the airport which allowed us to buy any 
food we wanted for dinner and breakfast from any of the shops. It was definitely a great experience and one off my bucket 

list of things to experience! 
 

When we finally arrived at the accommodation for our four nights I finally understood that paying little over five hundred 

pounds for a place to stay, activities take part in and delicious food could be so pleasurable. The chalets which each group of 
students accommodated were not much less than modern bungalows, containing: three bedrooms with five beds 

(altogether), a toilet separate to a bathroom with a bath, kitchen with basic, working appliances such as a fridge and running 
water and most importantly a television (unfortunately not for our use). The chalets promised us a safe, peaceful rest and 

readied us for the upcoming day. 
 

During our trip to Barcelona, we were challenged to use as much Spanish as we could. We had a lot of fun trying out our 
new vocabulary on Spanish locals and watching them trying to work out what we were saying. While we were shopping at 

Las Rambras, one of the largest paved shopping streets in Barcelona, we put to use what we had learned over the past two 

years. We had a great time at the Hard Rock Café where the atmosphere and the endeavour of speaking Spanish and the 
locals actually understanding us (which was surprisingly often) made for an amazing end to the day. 

 
One very memorable activity was the Picasso museum where we witnessed all the different stages of his artwork through the 

years going from amazing artwork, to abstract art. While we went through the museum students were equipped with phone 
guides that told a lot of fascinating facts, such as this picture he painted when he was 15!  One activity we did included 

sketches of some pictures of Picasso’s work so we can see the gradual change of his art and become inspired by it. 
After the Picasso Museum we encountered the inspiring and immense Sagrada Familia which we visited after a full day of art 

related architecture. We were overwhelmed once we turned the corner to witness the Basilica in its full, true glory. As it  

towered above the rest of Barcelona we entered it accompanied by a tour guide and equipped with iPads with educational 
apps. The life and teachings of Jesus are represented on entrances of the three facades. Each one represents one of the 

three crucial events of Jesus’s existence: his birth: his Passion, Death and Resurrection; and his present and future Glory. As 
the sun moves across the sky, its light further emphasises the qualities (generosity, harmony, or drama) of each facade. 

Since we were there during the evening we experienced the death and resurrection facade. On the inside however the at-
mosphere and architecture was really naturalistic and full of colour. Many stained glass windows represented the change in 

time of day blue for morning and deep orange for evening. Since the building is still a work in process we didn’t get to expe-
rience the full design but we managed to visualise how Gaudi designed the architecture and how he pictured it. 

 

There is not enough space to go into too much detail about other fantastic events such as dreams coming true at FC Barcelo-
na, going from the wackier to the wackiest art and architecture at Parc Güell, Casa Batlló and not to mention the Miró muse-

um and finally, on our last night, we were surprised by the teachers with a Spanish dancing workshop by a local professional 
dancer.  All of the teachers joined in with the salsa dancing and it was great to see that they had as little rhythm as we did. 

Craig Moran was crowned King of the dance floor for his innate ability at salsa dancing. I am just really pleased that none of 
this was captured on video! 

 
Thank you ever so much to all staff and students involved on this very successful maiden voyage for Langtree Art and  

Spanish students. 



Follow us on Twitter @ Head4094 

My account of Year 7 Camp by Chris Wahlen 
Everyone from Year 7 was invited to go to the year 7 camp and nearly everyone rose to the occasion.  The field 
that we stayed on had a volleyball net in the middle of it and there was a big marquee at the end of the tents 

where we ate our meals. Everyone quickly got settled down and started playing either volleyball or football. There 
was a lot of that in the week… 
On Monday night we played a game called Hunt the Instructor. In this game you would have to chase down the 
instructors all around the site. We had a blast and it meant that we got to know the site a lot better (which really 
helped). We then had our daily hot chocolate.  
Tuesday: We woke up at 7, or at least we were supposed to. What actually happened was that the whole camp 
was up and chatting at about 6:30. I’m sure you can imagine how happy the teachers were... but then we had a 
cooked breakfast made by the almighty Chef. Chef was the cook for the week and he did a very good job of it. We 

then got ready for our morning activities. One of everyone’s favourite activity was the 3G swing. No, it does not 
mean that you could get 3G data on it, it means that there was 3x the amount of gravity then normal. But it was 
really nice because you got to sit in seats when you were on it. That evening we did a scavenger hunt and looked 
for instructors to tell us things that we had to find out.  
Wednesday: This time we DID wake up at 7. Then daily morning routine: Get dressed, free time whilst having 
breakfast, get ready for activities and go!  

On Thursday after the activities we had a hog roast for dinner! After that the thing that everyone was waiting for: 
the disco. That’s 2 hours of jumping around energetically to music. How fun was that?! 
Friday: We were really organised and were done before the coaches got there which added to our free time total. 
Then we got on the buses and headed home to a nice rest and a shower! 
All in all we really enjoyed the week and wish that we could go again next year! 

Year 8 Trip to France  - Mr K Brown 

Another great week in Brittany involved a multitude of activities with students taking part in visits to; 
Cancale, Dinan and St Malo.  They also had an exhilarating time on the water with catamaran and 
sand yachting experiences. The trying of oysters in Cancale was a highlight for many as well as tak-
ing part in traditional Bretagne games such throw the stone in a frog and hit the clog! An exciting 
visit to the aquarium with trips in the simulator and the nautibus and also the hands on experience 
of touching rays was a delight. I Would like to thank all the students for their excellent company and 
the amazing dedication and  support of Mr Hunt, Dr Howell, Mrs Barker, Mrs Cave, Mr Burrows and Mrs Tatum. 

We all had a great time participating in sailing and bush craft for Enrichment Week. We had fun doing land drills  learning how to 
turn a Topper and when we got on the water it was even better, but there was so much to think about! When we went on the Argo 
in fours with an instructor some of us got to steer the boat and go in a direction we wanted to. It was very exhilarating when the 
boat would tip and it would feel like we were going to capsize, but we didn't.  
The bush craft was also enjoyable. We loved running around the forest looking at parts of animals, or objects animals have excreted 
and guessing what animal they came from. We both believe that there should have been a prize for the team of four who got the 
most points (our team, full marks). The animal traps we both found quite interesting, but also a bit scary, imagining what it would 
be like if one or our limbs was in it. The big trap left us slowly edging away as it was being set because it could crush a wolf or 
bears skull.  Saoirse Coveney and Lia Huxtable 

Creativity Week 

Wow what a fantastic week inspired by the 100th 

anniversary of  Roald Dahl’s birth. The week started 
with our traditional walk to Goring and back. From 

orienteering to sailing and bush craft, mural painting, 

revolting recipes and bread baking workshops to stu-
dent led interactive dram with creative partners 

along with a trip to great Missenden to visit Roald 
Dahl’s birth place the students had a full and busy 

week. The week finished with sporting activity 
presentations from the weeks workshops. We are 

very proud of all the students taking part in their 

week of activities their engagement and behaviour 
was exemplary. 

Thanks to all 
members of staff 

who work so hard 

to make Creativity 
Week 2016 such a 

success. 

 



Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

This year the KS3 Science Fair was a massive success. There were 13 entries all very well thought out with lots of hard 

work having gone into all of the projects. The topics varied from the human brain to the Zika virus. Each participant was 
asked to create a A1 poster with details of their project. We were also allowed to have any models or visual aids to our pro-

jects. These were all set out and the three judges were given the chance to look at them and think of questions that they 
may want to ask about the projects. Later on in the evening the judges were given the chance to look around and talk to the 

creators of the projects, they asked questions to test our knowledge and work out how much research we had done into our 
projects. The judges were asked to choose a first, second and third place. Friends and Family were also invited to the science 

fair and they were asked to vote for a ‘people's choice award’ this went to Tom Simmonds in year 7 for his project on Ant 
farms. The judges deliberated over their scores for a long time before coming up with the results. All of the projects were 

very well thought out and interesting with lots of different things that people could get evolved in and look at. But in the end 

the judges had to choose a first second and third. The runners up were James  
Bromidge and Danny Harris in year 7 for their project on Aluminium Forging and Bella Bubea and Niamh Walker both in year 

8 for their project on Immunotherapy. First place went to Emily Foster, Jessica Li and Saoirse Coveney in year 9 for their 
project on Carbon Footprints. All of the four winners were given some chocolate 

and a book on science, and everyone who participated went home with a certif-
icate and a bar of chocolate. I really enjoyed taking part in the  

science fair both times that I did it and would definitely recommend it to any 
students who want to learn more about any topic. By Emily Foster 9SD 

Year 7 Rounders 
 

Congratulations to the Year 7 team who convincingly won the Area Rounders competition. It 
was a super team effort, however  a special mention to Captain Lola Murtagh who led by  

example hitting some amazing shot and fielding magnificently in deep field.  

Lola Murtagh, Anna Freij, Josephine Snowdon, Mia Stovell, Georgia Morrell, Sophie Turnbull, 
Daisy Butler, Caitlin Edgar & Hannah Weller 

And the Year 7 team then went on to win the County Final.  
Front L-R: Chloe Page, Daisy Butler, Lola Murtagh (C), Anna Friej Back L-R: Mrs Lackey,  

Sophie Turnbull, Georgia Morrell, Caitlin Edgar, Josephine Snowdon, Hannah Weller,  

Mia Stovell 
The girls were fantastic ambassadors for Langtree School, they maintained a very high  

standard of performance throughout the tournament and were worthy champions having 
won every game. 

Unsurprisingly Prom 2016 was a great success. I think it’s safe to say that everyone had an amazing time and a huge 

amount of fun was had by all. The night kicked off at 7 p.m. as the lads and ladies arrived in great style; vintage police cars,  
campervans and party buses were just a few of the chosen vehicles. We were greeted by a sea of emotional parents and 

loved ones and many members of staff who were all clicking away on their cameras capturing every moment. It felt like we 
were at the BAFTA’s.  After what must have seemed like a climb up Mount Everest for the girls in their high heels we found 

our seats in the beautifully decorated venue. Thanks must go to the prom committee and Mr Brown, Mr Hunt and Mr Blower 
(they really must be in touch with their feminine side, watch out Laurence Llewelyn Bowen!!). Following our lovely 2 course 

meal I gave a speech bidding my fellow year 11’s goodbye and wishing them all the best for the future which seemed to go 
down with great success. Then after 3 hrs of sophistication the party really got going, some great awards were presented to 

both staff and students all of which were in great humour. This led on to a very vibrant disco where many of us danced the 

night away singing with our friends and taking photos to remember the night. We all got to see some interesting dance 
moves from the teachers 

and I have to say that 
Mrs Shakespeare really 

did try to show us how it 
was done (very 80’s 

Miss). Finally thanks to 
year 11 of 2016 and 

thanks to all the staff for 

making our prom so  
special. So how would I sum up prom in one word? Wonderful! Sam Lomas 

Science Club We run fun practical experiments and investigations that we are interested in. For one of our first practical experi-
ments we received two packets of seeds, one in a blue packet and one in a red. One of these packets had been to space with Tim 
Peake to the International Space Station, the other was a control sample. We had to grow the seeds in a blind test (we don’t know 
which packet is the space seeds) and record their results to determine which one we thought had been to space. We were able to 
make hypothesis about what would happen to the seeds which had been to space and this task has been sent to many schools 
around the county so they can pool results. Other practical’s we have done so far have included making slime (which I somehow 
got on the ceiling?), foam fountains and making aeroplanes out of a straw and loops of paper. I think science club has been a great 
success this year and I can’t wait for next year’s students to enjoy it as much as I did. Tom Ostridge. 



Follow us on Twitter @ Head4094 

Langtree Challenge 

Celebrating the success of Langtree Students in gain  a Bronze, 

Silver or Gold Award we  were delighted to welcome two of our 
industry  partners, RM and Invesco. 47 students were awarded 

Bronze, 13 Silver and 2 Gold. Congratulations to all those      

Langtree Students who have gained an award. 

Goring Gap Sculpture Workshop 

 
Over half term I took part in a workshop to build a sculpture of a cygnet. The sculptures were sent to the Goring Gap festival 

and displayed in the grounds of the Swan Hotel. 
We worked with a fantastic local sculptor called Bruce Gordon.  

To begin with we collected pictures of cygnets for inspiration and discussed the meaning we could give our sculptures. This 
was important so that we could achieve our best work. 

My group decided to make a realistic cygnet, other groups explored the story of the Ugly duckling and the concept of nur-
ture. 

The construction process began with a very large cube of polystyrene! We drew the outline of our signet onto the block and 

then with Bruce’s help we hot wired around the shape. To perfect the shape we used a range of different tools and sanders. 
My group did the wings and beak last. We decided to paint it which we are really happy with. It was then varnished to give it 

protection from the elements. We also used our lunchtimes to make sure it was completed to the best of our ability. 
The host of the festival collected the sculptures, I was really proud of our work! They are now on display in the school 

grounds so everyone can enjoy them. I really enjoyed this project! Ben Brown 

Year 11 Fine Art Exhibition 

 Always my favourite moment 

of the School Year , showing off 
the hard work of the GCSE Art 

students. This year was no ex-

ception! With a variety of work 
exploring topics from ‘Close up’ 

to ‘Clothing’ there was lots to 
see and be proud of! Paintings, 

sculpture, printmaking and tex-
tiles!  A collection of images, 

skills and techniques! 

 It was a wonderful evening 

sharing the student’s accom-
plishments with friends and 

family!  

Congratulations to the  

Artists of 2016 

 

Laura Bainbrigge Head of Art 



The Langtree School Academy Trust Company, a company limited by guarantee.  Registered in England and Wales,  

company registration number 07980335.  Registered Office:  Langtree School, Woodcote, Reading, Berkshire, RG8 ORA. 

 

Please pay on line for trips & visits rather than by cash or cheque.   
 

Paying online is quick and convenient and allows you to see what you have paid and any amounts 
left to pay, particularly useful for school trips. Paying online also helps the school by 
cutting down the amount of time needed to process the hundreds of cheques we re-
ceive. If you do not have your unique pupil code please email the finance office:  

finance@langtreeschool.com  

If you have any good quality  
School Uniform that your child has grown out 

of, we would be very grateful to receive it.  
Please bring any donations of uniform to  

reception, thank you.  
If you would like to purchase any of the second 
hand uniform please contact the School Office  

office@langtreeschool.com  
or 01491 680514 

LOST PROPERTY 

When lost property arrives in the school  
office it is checked for a name. Named lost property is then 

returned directly to the owner. Unnamed property is kept in 
the school office in the hope that it will be reclaimed. 2 or 3 

times during the school year the un-named lost property 
will be made available in the main hall for the students to 

look through. please help us to return belongings to  
students by clearly naming all their uniform and other  

belongings. Thank you, Langtree School Office. 

2016 – 2017 Term Dates 

1st  September Inset day Tuesday 3rd  January Start of Term 3 

2nd  September Start of Term 1 for Year 7 students 9th February* End of Term 3 

5th  September Term 1 starts for all other students 10th February* Inset Day 

30th  September Sponsored Walk February Break – 13th February – 17th  February 2017 

5th October 
Open Evening/students finish at 

1.00pm 
20th  February Start of Term 4 

6th October Inset Day 6th March Year 10 Mock Exams Week 

11th October Open morning for prospective parents 15th March Inset Day 

12th October Open morning for prospective parents 7th April Creativity Day 2 and End of Term 4 

14th October Harvest Festival Assembly Easter Holiday – 10th April – 21st   April 2017 

21st October End of Term 1 24th  April Start of Term 5 

October Break –24th October  – 28th  October 2016 1st    May May Day Bank Holiday 

31st October Start of term 2 26th  May End of Term 5 

10th November CREATIVITY DAY 1 May Break –30th May –2nd  June 2017 

16th November 7.30pm  GCSE Presentation Evening 5th  June Start of Term 6 

28th November Year 11 GCSE Mock Exams Week 3rd July Creativity Week 

7th December Senior Citizens Christmas party 17th July Sports Day 

16th December End of Term 2 (12.30pm finish) 19th July End of Term 6 (12.30pm Finish) 

Christmas Holiday  

19th  December 2016 –2nd  January 2017 

   Summer Holiday 2017 


