
 

 

The February holiday signals the half way point in the academic year, and reminds us just how quickly time passes by! It is also the 
time to wave off our ski party and to wish them all the very best for their trip to Arosa. It is lovely to see how the excitement for the 
trip has built as the days have gone by, and now it is almost time for departure. May they have good fun, keep good company, and 
enjoy good health while they are away.  
 
Staff were all delighted at the appointment of an outstanding Maths teacher, Ms Clark, who will be joining us in September as second 
in the Mathematics department from a Birmingham school. Ms Clark was an exceptional candidate, who will bring a good deal of 
experience to the post and we look forward to welcoming her to our community very much indeed in the summer. Plans are now 
complete for two further very important appointments to the Senior Leadership Team at Langtree. Advertisements and selection  
processes will run in the spring terms for the posts of Deputy Headteacher and Assistant Headteacher, to replace Mrs Mallam who as 
parents know left the school at Christmas. This will be a very busy period of time for the school, but we are confident that we will be 
able to appoint two excellent candidates to support the future development and success of the school for the foreseeable future. 
 
We were delighted to celebrate the individual and collective successes of our KS3 students this week in their end of term  merit  
assembly. The total number of merits awarded was a   staggering 16, 312, which is an average of 45 per student. This represents 
16,312 occasions since the start of the year that teachers and tutors have taken time to celebrate exceptional effort or positive  
commitment around the school. Every single student at KS3 who received these merits are to be commended for their excellent atti-
tudes to learning. In addition, senior pastoral staff enjoyed yet another wonderful Langtree Challenge celebration evening in January. 
In all, 46  students were awarded Bronze awards, 23 secured Silver and 8 achieved the coveted Gold award. This brings the total 
number of overall student award winners to: Bronze: 249, Silver: 71 and Gold: 15. It is extremely gratifying to see how many stu-
dents are proud and keen enough to take up the Challenge, and it is wonderful to hear about the various activities they have  
completed to meet the relevant criteria. Congratulations to all award  winners! 
 
So many other students have achieved so much both in and outside the classroom this term, and I hope that you enjoy   reading the 
stories of many other successes inside this edition of our newsletter. In the meantime, I hope that you all stay warm during what 
could be a very chilly February break, and we look forward to welcoming all of our students back on Monday 20th February. 
 

Mr R Holroyd 
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FEBRUARY 2017 

Newsletter 

The SNOW DRAGONS 
are coming …………… 

Ros Marshall, (a costume designer 
and supervisor in theatre, film and 
television), came in to run a  
costume workshop with some of 
our students.  They have been  
preparing costumes for our  
forthcoming production of 'Snow  
Dragons'  We are delighted to be 
able to take part in this production 
with National Theatre Connections. 
 
Tickets are available now. 



Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

Langtree School has a number of students who complete at high 
levels in different sports away from school. Congratulations to all 
those students here we celebrate a few of those students who 
have had some recent successes: 
 
Lois wins South Oxfordshire Young Achievers Award for 
Sport.  
Oxford United would like to congratulate 
Lois Joslyn on winning the South  
Oxfordshire Young Achievers Award for 
Sport. Lois, plays for our RTC Under 14’s 
 and will be presented with the award on 
22nd February. The scheme is run by 
the district council and is to reward 
young people across Oxfordshire aged 
11 – 18 for their talents in sports, the 
arts or citizenship or have made an out-
standing contribution to their local community. A monetary prize 
is given to recipients to help them continue to grow in their cho-
sen activities. Vlad Cintic Under 14’s RTC Coach has said of Lois: 
"Lois is an exemplary leader in terms of her work ethic and com-
mitment. She deserves her reward for her accomplishments in 
football, she has been a pleasure to coach and is a great asset in 
the RTC Under 14’s squad and we’d like to congratulate her and 
her family on the award.” 
 
Lottie Moghul—Synchronised Swimming Lottie competed at 
National Age Group Champs (2-4th Dec in Gloucester)  for  
Reading Royals Synchronised Swimming Club, her team (U12's) 
won Gold. They are incredibly pleased and Lottie is over the 
moon. She has been training 17 hours a week and has had to 
make quite a few sacrifices this term in order to do the training. 
Her sessions are often for 3 hours at a time finishing at 10pm 
and then back in the pool for a 5.30am start. Lottie also  
competed as an individual in the Figure Competition and Lottie 
came 20th. This 
means she is placed 
20th in England. She 
moved up 50 places 
from last year and 
was only a few points 
away from qualifying 
for England Trials.  
 
Jack Clark—Woodcote 10km. Congratulations to Jack who 
came second in the U17 category in the Woodcote 10k in a time 
of 44 minutes. Jack was only beaten by a boy who runs for  
England. Well done Jack. 
 
We are always delighted to celebrate the successes of our  
students in their lives outside school. Please get in touch if you 
have a success to share, we celebrate these in assemblies, tutor 
time and of course here in the newsletter.  

SPORTS RESULTS 
 
Netball 
YR 10 v Wallingford  D 5-5 
YR 10 v Icknield  L 3-2 
YEAR 9 v Chiltern Edge L 4-2 
YEAR 10 v Chiltern edge W 6-3 
YEAR 10/11 v Cranford House L 8-3 
Year 10 V Cranford House L 9-3 
 
Football 
YR 7 v Faringdon W 7-4 
YR 7 v Highdown L3-2 
YR 7 v Wallingford W 3-1 
TR 7 B team vs Denefield L6-0 
U14 girls vs King Alfreds W 5-0 
Y9 v Cheney L 0-7 
Year 10 football 
Y10 v John Mason W 0-1 
Y10 v Highdown W 0-1 
 
Rugby – County Cup Final 
Year 9 vs Lord Williams L10-5 Langtree lost a hard fought, evenly 
contested county cup final, a fantastic match well played boys. 

U14 RUGBY COUNTY CUP FINAL VS LORD WILLIAMS SCHOOL Result lost 10-5 

Having topped a group including Cherwell, Cheney and Icknield, Langtree progressed to the final at Henley RFC to play Lord  
William’s School, one of the biggest in the County. The game started well for Langtree who dominated possession to begin with and 
almost scored when Kyle Fraser was thwarted by a last minute tackle by the opposition full back. However the big forwards of Lord 
Williams soon got into their stride and starting winning lots of ball and pushing Langtree back. Despite some tenacious defending 
Langtree conceded two quick tries from close range and were fortunate to go in at half time only ten points down. Their cause was 
not helped by three players having to come off injured. A decision was made to get the ball out to the backs more quickly which had 
an immediate effect at the start of the second half. A good move inside their own half saw the ball go out to Ellis on the wing and he 
beat his opposite number before scoring in the corner. Will put the place kick agonisingly short of the posts. Langtree then took  
control of the game winning much more ball, led by their energetic captain Jack Botham. A couple of individual errors and poor  
decisions meant that chances came and went and Langtree just couldn’t break down a stubborn and well organised Lord William’s  
defence. Despite this defeat it was a magnificent achievement for the boys to get to the final and no disgrace to lose a hard fought 
game played in a great spirit. Well done to all the players. 
Next year boys, next year! 



Follow us on Twitter @ Head4094 

Rutherford Appleton Laboratory  
Science Essay Competition  

by Katie Harris Year 9 

 Recently I entered and was one of the finalists in the Rutherford 
Appleton Laboratory’s 500 word competition. To enter the  
competition you had to write a 500 word essay on ‘Why I love  
Science’. Langtree submitted 12 essays from our year 9 students 
into the competition and I was delighted when I found out that 
my essay had been shortlisted 
out of the 120 essays that were 
submitted making me a finalist. 
When we got there, me and the 
11 other finalists were taken on 
a tour of the target area of ‘The 
Vulcan’ which is the world’s most 
powerful laser user facility!  
Later, we presented our essays 
to the judges and around 200 
people in a lecture theatre.  
Afterwards, they announced the  
winner and we were awarded 
our certificates. It was a great  
experience and I really enjoyed 
it.  

GA Geography Quiz  
 

On Wednesday 18th January, I was fortunate enough to be able 
to attend the GA Geography Quiz at Reading Grammar School to 
compete against 29 other school teams. The trials for the  
Langtree team were held in December, and two Year 8s, two 
year 9s and two Year 10s were chosen based on how well we did 
in the initial entrance test. We took 2 teams, each with one  
student from Years 8, 9 and 10 who were given different  
continents to become experts on. We spent many weeks learning 
many facts about our specialist countries.  
Freddie Woodall and Archie Jones represented Year 8, Hattie 
Palmer-Coulson and Will Graham for Year 9, myself and Jess Li 
represented Year 10.  On arrival, we were greeted by one of the 
staff and a starter question – how many landlocked countries are 
there? (My guess was 44, but as it turned out there are 48! See if 
you can name them all without using the internet or atlas?).   
The first round soon began, some of which was difficult and  
others not so much. Round 2 was more of a mixed bag of  
questions, which our teams managed to do really well in. Round 
3 was an individual round, in which one of the organisers would 
ask us each 6 questions, with a bonus mark if we got all 6  
questions correct. Eventually, after the round finished, the results 
were shown: my team were in first place! Next, round 4, which 
was all about flags and capitals, which was good for both teams, 
as this was something we were both good at. Round 5 came 
soon after, which was based on identifying UK landmarks and 
territories, which was difficult, but we managed. The leader 
boards were shown shortly afterwards, and again, my team were 
still in first! Then, onto the final, and most difficult, round of 
country outlines.  
Thankfully we were all well-prepared for this as this was a topic 
we had been revising hard for as there were 50 points up for 
grabs. This round put on extra pressure as, although we would 
win 5 points from guessing the country from the map alone, if 
you answered it wrong, you ended up with zero. We had to try 
for the maximum points per question to keep our lead as the 
other schools were only a couple of points behind us on the l 
eader board. My team guessed correctly 7 countries from the 
map alone within seconds of it being shown, but sadly our luck 
ran out with Malaysia being mistaken for Malta judged on its 
shape. We answered the final two questions correctly, however 
but was it enough?  
It was nail biting waiting to see if the other teams had guessed 
all the country shapes correctly and so topple us from the lead.  
Eventually, the top three teams were announced, and my team 
finished in joint second with Charters School. It was incredibly 
close, as there were only 2 points between us and the winning 
team, Reading Boys! 
I would like to thank Mrs Phipps and Mr Unsworth for being so 
supportive of our efforts and for organising the event. Overall, it 
was an amazing evening and an opportunity not to be missed for 
those in Years 
8, 9 and 10 
who have a 
passion for 
geography. I 
would highly 
recommend 
you enter 
when the 
event is on 
next year!   

Rutherford Appleton Laboratory Engineering Trip 

On the 10th of January, a group 
of 6 year 8 students from  
Langtree School went to the RAL 
in Harwell to take part in the 
Faraday Challenge. As a team, 
we had to design and code two 
products that would improve the 
Land Rover BAR sailing team’s 
performance. We had to choose 

between 3 different aspects of the sailing to work on: the  
environment, the boat and the human aspect. Our team chose to 
focus on the boat and human aspects. First, we thought that 
because overheating was a big problem with the sailors we would 
develop a product that could tell them when they needed to rest 
or take off some layers. We came up with the sweat detector! It 
was a moisture detector placed on the forehead connected with 
wires attached 
to a BBC micro 
bit. We had to 
program the  
micro bit so 
that it lit up 
when the sen-
sor detected 
moisture and 
therefore alert the sailor that they needed to take a break. Our 
second prototype was a device to let them know if the rudder or 
wing of the ship was bending. It consisted of a flex sensor 
strapped onto the rudder/wing connected to another micro bit 
which we programmed to show high or low if the rudder was 
being bent too much. We then at the end of the day had to  
present our prototypes to the other schools and judges and face 
some tough questions! Overall we really enjoyed our day and 
gained many skills such as public speaking, coding and team 
work. We were also really pleased to finish in second place out of 
six schools which was a great achievement for us.  Asri Southby                    

GCSE Music Groups visit to the Hexagon 
On Sunday 5th February GCSE musicians from Years 10 and 11 visited the Hexagon theatre to see a performance by the Royal  

Philharmonic Orchestra with the world renowned violinist Pinchas Zuckermann. They performed works by Beethoven and Elgar. The 

group enjoyed an entertaining and educative evening. 



The Langtree School Academy Trust Company, a company limited by guarantee.  Registered in England and Wales,  

company registration number 07980335.  Registered Office:  Langtree School, Woodcote, Reading, Berkshire, RG8 ORA. 

Please pay on line for trips & visits rather than by cash or cheque.   

Paying online is quick and convenient and allows you to see what you have paid and any amounts 
left to pay, particularly useful for school trips. Paying online also helps the school by 
cutting down the amount of time needed to process the hundreds of cheques we re-

ceive. If you do not have your unique pupil code please email the finance office:  

finance@langtreeschool.com  

If you have any good quality  
School Uniform that your child has grown out of, we 

would be very grateful to receive it.  
Please bring any donations of uniform to  

reception, thank you.  
If you would like to purchase any of the second hand uni-

form please contact the School Office  
office@langtreeschool.com  

or 01491 680514 

LOST PROPERTY 

When lost property arrives in the school  
office it is checked for a name. Named lost property is then 
returned directly to the owner. Unnamed property is kept in 
the school office in the hope that it will be reclaimed. 2 or 3 
times during the school year the un-named lost property will 
be made available in the main hall for the students to look 

through. please help us to return belongings to  
students by clearly naming all their uniform and other  

belongings. Thank you, Langtree School Office. 

2016 – 2017 Term Dates 

2nd February  Year 10 Parent Consultation Evening 

9th February End of Term 3 

10th February Inset Day 

February Break – 13th February – 17th  February 2017 

20th  February Start of Term 4 

1st March  Year 9 Options Evening 

6th March Year 10 Mock Exams Week 

8th March Year 7  Parent Consultation Evening 

15th March Inset Day 

27th March  Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening 

7th April Creativity Day 2 and End of Term 4 

Easter Holiday – 10th April – 21st   April 2017 

24th  April Start of Term 5 

1st    May May Day Bank Holiday 

26th  May End of Term 5 

May Break –30th May –2nd  June 2017 

5th  June Start of Term 6 

3rd July Creativity Week 

17th July Sports Day 

19th July End of Term 6 (12.30pm Finish) 

   Summer Holiday 2017 

2017—2018 TERM DATES 

Mon. 4th  
September 

Inset day 1 

Tues. 5th    
September 

Start of Term 1 for Year 7 students  
Induction Day 

Wed. 6th  
September 

Term 1 starts for all other students 

Wed. 4th  
October 

Inset Day 2 

Fri. 20th  October End of Term 1 

October Break 
Mon. 23rd  October  – Fri. 27th  October 2017 

Mon. 30th   
October 

Start of term 2 

Tues. 19th  
December 

End of Term 2 (School closes at 12.30pm) 

Christmas Holiday 
Wed. 20th December – Wed. 3rd  January 2018 

Thurs. 4th January Start of Term 3 

Thurs. 8th  
February 

End of Term 3 

Fri. 9th   
February 

Inset Day 3 

February Break  
Mon. 12th February – Fri. 16th  February 2018 

Mon. 19th  
February 

Start of Term 4 

Wed. 28th  
March 

End of Term 4 

Thurs. 29th 
March 

Inset Day 4 

Easter Holiday – Fri. 30th March – Fri. 13th April 2018 

Mon. 16th April Start of Term 5 

Mon. 7st    May May Day Bank Holiday 

Fri. 25th  May End of Term 5 

May Break – Mon. 28th May – Fri. 1st June 2018 

Mon. 4th  June Start of Term 6 

Tues. 24th July End of Term 6 (School closes at 12.30pm) 

The date of an additional inset day during  
2017 /2018 is to be confirmed. 


