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The immortal words ‘You may turn over your papers and begin’ have already been spoken in the exam hall, 

and the GCSE season is now well and truly underway. On behalf of all staff I would like to wish our Class of 

2016 every success in the days and weeks ahead. The students seem to be very well prepared and eager to 

get the exams over with; attendance at the many revision sessions we have run has been very good and we 

hope for great results for our students.  
 

Many thanks are due as well to our supportive parents, who have offered numerous late lifts home,  

encouragement and support through the build up to the exams. Congratulations to you too – your support 

of the staff has been extremely appreciated. Our Year 11 has been a wonderful cohort to work with, and we 

will miss them very much indeed. I know that staff are looking forward to saying a fond farewell at the 

forthcoming Prom on 30th June 2016. Let’s hope the sun shines on a glorious summer evening! 
 

I know I speak for staff and many students alike when I say how sorry we are that Karen Van der Spuy will 

be leaving Langtree in June. Karen has done a superb job in a new role, as a specialist teaching assistant 

supporting young carers and those students eligible for the pupil premium. Her sensitive and dedicated work 

has ensured that so many vulnerable students have been able to achieve more than they had ever hoped, 

and we all miss her very much indeed. Many thanks Karen for all you have done. 
 

We will also be very sorry to say farewell to Anne Stevenson at the end of this term. Anne is a member of 

our front office admin team and has done excellent work in a wide range of jobs for us in two stints at the 

school. I am sure that we would all want to wish Anne all the very best for the future. The post of part time 

receptionist will be advertised in Term 6, so please pass on the word to anybody who may be interested in a 

position at Langtree! 
 

Following our success with the A Midsummer Night’s Dream last summer, we are all getting very e excited 

about the forthcoming production of The Little Shop of Horrors on 20th 21st and 22nd  June. This again 

promises to be a spectacular production and tickets will be in high demand. Please make sure that you have 

secured yours early! 
 

So as the exam season rolls into full swing, our attentions have already turned to our current Y10 students 

in the Class of 2017. A good deal of intervention and support is already in place for their preparation for the 

GCSE examinations, and at this point, on behalf of all staff, I would like to wish them every success for their 

final year at Langtree School. 

 

Mr R Holroyd 

 

Monday 20th June, Tuesday 21st June  

& Wednesday 22nd June 2016 

Curtain up 7.30pm  

Main Hall Langtree School 



 

Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

 

Year 11 finish their Countryside Stewardship Course with the Earth Trust at Little Wittenham 

From Left: Mariel Harrison: Earth’s Trust. Sam Foley, Harry Orman, Jack Lovegrove, 
Sam Lomas, Curtis Joslyn, Maja Ochocinska, Dominic Wall, Brandon Lewzey,  

Louis Stone, Romilly Swann: Earth’s Trust. 

 

YEAR 11 LEAVERS  
FANCY DRESS 
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Five years have finally passed and our year 11's will be making their way on to bright futures.  The leavers lunch was 

once again a huge success. The Year 11’s spent the day in a dazzling variety of costumes from the Jamaican Bobsleigh 
Team from the film “Cool Runnings” complete with sled, to princesses and cupcakes.  There have been so many good 

times with you all as well as some challenges.  You have the future at your feet and need to remember to take every 
opportunity that comes your way.  With the exams in full flow and the prom, our final goodbye just around the corner I 

would like wish you all good luck wherever your journey leads.  

Mr Brown Head of Year 11. 

Langtree School. Of course I’ll miss it, but I like to see it as a stepping-stone that has allowed me to be a happy, some-

what smart and sociable person that has prepared me for my next step, college.  
  

Having started Secondary School with no one from my Primary, and no idea as to which path I would take when I was 
older, it surprises me how far I have come. Being Senior Student Leader has been an unbelievable experience and I am 

proud of the person I have now become.  

  
People say your childhood is the best time of your life, well, in my opinion Langtree School has given me the most posi-

tive and memorable 5 years; how did it all go so fast? We started as children and now we are leaving as young adults, 
and for that I don’t think it is possible for me to express my gratitude without sounding cliché. 

I felt so supported, safe and successful here at Langtree and if I could stay longer (minus the homework) I would! 
The Class of 2011 has worked so hard to get to this point, but we didn't do it alone. So thank you to all the teachers, 

who put in countless hours for our benefit, for the support staff for doing just that, supporting us, for our tutors and 

their continued confidence in each of us, and for our Head teacher and Deputies, for guiding us in our path into Ter-
tiary education. 

I believe we owe a very special thank you to the teachers who have helped us through our time here to overcome the 
many challenges we have faced.  

I am grateful for the fact that I have had the opportunity to meet some fantastic and talented young people 

so congratulations to my fellow peers, the leavers of 2016! 
Wherever you go and whatever you do, I wish you all the best in the future. 

 
Alice Werrell—Senior Student Leader 



Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

Year 9 Technology Students: Amazing Amulet Project 

A second group of Year 9 technology students visited the Pitt Rivers Muse-
um on Thursday 19th May as part of their Amazing Amulet project which 

will be starting after half term.  The project involves working in partnership 
with the Pitt Rivers Museum and local jewellery artist Kate Coker.  A selec-

tion of this group of students work will also go on display in the museum 

from July to August 2016. The work of some of the first group of Year 9 
students who completed this project in February will have their work dis-

played in the museum in June and July. 

Year 10 GCSE ART EXHIBITION 

Since September, the year 10 GCSE students have been working extremely hard on their projects based on the themes 

‘food’ and ‘spirals’ and on Tuesday 12th April, their art work was exhibited in the main hall to present to family and 

friends. Student stayed after school to present their best pieces from their folders. The exhibition showed great talent 
by all pupils and demonstrated the immense time and effort put in by everyone to create beautiful, creative pieces of 

art to the best of their abilities. ' 

Jess Arlet 
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We were very excited to welcome Costume Designer / Supervsior, Roz Marshall to 

Langtree this term.  Roz has worked extensively in the theatre, TV and film industry 
for over 10 years, on shows such as 'Skins', 'You, me and the Apocolypse', 'Atlantis' 

and 'Dick and Dom'. Roz gave a lunchtime talk about working in the industry.  
Students were also fascinates to hear Roz take them through the design process she 

went through when designing the recent Nationwide 'scarf' advert. We were also 

very fortunate to have Roz lead our students in an after school costume workshop, 
making costumes for our forthcoming production of Little Shop of Horrors. Well done 

to the students who took part in these events. Roz was extremely impressed! 

Strictly comes to Langtree—no not 

the dancers but the amazing singer  
Hayley Sanderson one of the two  

singers who appear with the band on 
Strictly. Hayley led a workshop with 

Langtree students who are involved in 

our production of Little Shop of Horrors.  

“Little Shop of Horrors” in progress…  

Experimenting with comic book style 

makeup for Audrey 

“The Plant” 

“The Gurlz” 

 

“ I am your dentist” 



Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

Langtree Lectures  - Review 
 

19th April saw the first of the Langtree Humanities  

Lectures organised by Mrs Brockwell. Professor Dominik 
Zaum of Reading University spoke about the United  

Nation’s contribution to “International Peace and  
Security”.   I was fascinated to learn that the UN doesn’t 

have its own security force and that it is up to the  

member states to supply forces. Professor Zaum also  
explained that Russia, the USA and China are the only  

permanent members that have used their veto against 
potential operations since 1990. Dr Peter Evans then 

spoke about “UK Aid and International Development” and 
it was really interesting to hear how this complemented 

the work of the United Nations and their peace keeping 

operations. Peter explained how UK Aid’s objective is to 
reduce extreme poverty from 36% in 1990 to 3% by 2030 

by encouraging sustainable development, building peace 
and effective global partnerships. It was also really  

interesting to see how much UK aid is able to achieve with 

just £3 per week from our taxes. 
 

On 5th May Anthony Simpson from Low Carbon Hub (who 

are a community energy organisation and were  

responsible for installing the solar panels on our sports 
hall) spoke about the importance of reducing carbon  

emissions and related community projects. We were  
surprised to hear that Langtree School have 384 solar 

panels on the roof of the sports hall which generate 

84,000 kWh of electricity (which is enough to power 25 
homes) and that we can monitor the panels at 

www.lowcarbonhub.org/projects. Finally, James Norman 
spoke about food in terms of “sustainability, sovereignty 

and security” and the challenges of making sure everyone 
gets enough to eat, that food is produced in a sustainable 

way and how land use can help reverse climate change.  
 

These lectures were extremely interesting and they made 

me realise how the topics we discuss in class have a huge 
link to real world situations. I think that the lectures were 

a real success and I can't wait for more. 

 

Alex Ostridge 9LP 

 

Year 10 Geography Fieldwork Trip to Swanage 

On Monday the 9th of May, all Year 10 GCSE geographers 

set off for Swanage, Dorset. When we arrived at the centre 
we met the centre staff and soon walked into the town of 

Swanage to do a land use survey. We got a chance to 

learn about the town’s key features and attractions. Even 
though it was raining a little bit, we had good fun doing it!  

The next day was the most important day and was crucial 

for our controlled assessment – the weather was much 
better than expected and the sun did come out! We went 

to six different sites along the River Wey and watched the 

river progress from source to mouth. At each site we took 
a variety of different readings such as the velocity of the 

river, the depth and width of the river channel and the size 
of the sediment. Everyone enjoyed working together as a 

team, getting a new experience of field work and collecting 

our own data. We visited some really beautiful sites, saw 
new things and learnt a lot. It was a really fun and suc-

cessful day.  

Our last day was also very interesting. In the morning we 

were on the beach looking at management features and 
we collected and recorded some more data. After saying 

goodbye to the brilliant centre staff, we went to Lulworth 
Cove and walked to see Durdle Door. It was a really nice 

end to the trip because the scenery was so lovely and eve-
ryone enjoyed the beautiful walk even if it was a bit uphill 

at points! Thank you to all of the teachers and centre staff 

for making the trip so interesting and successful – we all 
had a lot of fun! 

Anna Barnes-Gray  10HE 
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Surfing Weekend 
 
30 students, from years  7-9 were 
given the opportunity to surf in  
Devon for the weekend. We set off 
for a long journey down to  
Yenworthy on Friday 13th May, stop-
ping briefly to replenish our supplies 
of sweets! When we arrived and  
after unpacking our bags we  
ventured out onto the low ropes 
course and the problem wall.. On 
the low ropes course we had to  

carry a bucket of water over different obstacles. This was challenging and was hilarious it really tested our 
teamwork. We all worked together and managed to finish with half our water left (the other half may or 
may not have been all over myself and my other teammates)!  After an eventful evening we settled down to 
bed, ready for the day of surfing ahead. 
 
Our first days surfing was at Putsborough beach. The scenery was amazing and the landscape looked as if it 
was straight out of a fairy tale. We arrived and, after eating a lunch of crisps pasties  and fruit. We got into 
our wetsuits (with some difficulty!) First we tried just getting up on our board, which was reasonably easy 
because we had a great teacher and the waves were quite small.  After a long day we played Mr Brown  
favourite game-”The web of life”. We were prey in the first game and unfortunately ended up going to beg 
to God (Mr Brown) for more lives.  
 
After a deep sleep we were woken again for our final day of surfing, we were all  excited as we arrived at a 
different beach, Woolacombe.  We managed to stand up and actually surf!! We manage to escape with  
minimal injuries and although freezing, we were really glad we gave surfing a go. When we had finished 
surfing the tide had come in a long way. This made it very difficult to get out of the water. When we got 
back to the lodge we all piled onto the minibuses’ for the  long journey home. After arriving at Langtree, 
thank you’s and hugs we all left for home, and to (I’m sure) long baths and a good night’s sleep! 
 
Rosie Turtle and Jess Li 

Wear it Wild in Aid of The World Wild Life Fund saw a huge array 

of creatures making their way into school, elephants, sharks, penguins, 
butterflies and bears. David Attenborough (Mr Doyle) was spotted  

observing the wildlife! We even had a vet (Mr Vitty) on hand for  
emergencies! A lunchtime football tournament, cake sale and face 

painting in the art department raised more funds for the WWF. Thank 

you to all those students 
and staff who really did 

Wear it Wild. 
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Please pay on line for trips & visits rather than by cash or cheque.   
 

Paying online is quick and convenient and allows you to see what you have paid and any amounts 
left to pay, particularly useful for school trips. Paying online also helps the school by 
cutting down the amount of time needed to process the hundreds of cheques we re-
ceive. If you do not have your unique pupil code please email the finance office:  

finance@langtreeschool.com  

If you have any good quality  
School Uniform that your child has grown out 

of, we would be very grateful to receive it.  
Please bring any donations of uniform to  

reception, thank you.  
If you would like to purchase any of the second 
hand uniform please contact the School Office  

office@langtreeschool.com  
or 01491 680514 

LOST PROPERTY 

When lost property arrives in the school  
office it is checked for a name. Named lost property is then 

returned directly to the owner. Unnamed property is kept in 
the school office in the hope that it will be reclaimed. 2 or 3 

times during the school year the un-named lost property 
will be made available in the main hall for the students to 

look through. please help us to return belongings to  
students by clearly naming all their uniform and other  

belongings. Thank you, Langtree School Office. 

 CALENDAR 

6th June 2016 Start of Term 6 

8th June 2016 Year 8 French Trip - parents meeting main hall at 7.00pm 

18th and 19th June 2016 Technical and Dress Rehearsals for Little Shop of Horrors 

20th, 21st and 22nd June 2016 Little Shop of Horrors Main Hall curtain up 7.30pm 

22nd June 2016 Year 6 Taster Day 

24th to 28th June 2016 Barcelona Trip 

27th June 2016 End of GCSE Exams 

28th June 2016 Governors Open Morning 

29th June 2016 Year 11 GCSE Art Exhibition 6pm—7pm 

30th June 2016 Year 11 Prom 

11th to 15th July Creativity Week 

18th July 2016 New Parents Welcome Evening 

19th July 2016 Sports Day 

20th July 2016 End of Term 6 - School finishes at 12.30pm 


