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It is nearly time to draw breath on the first half of the academic year as we approach the February break, and what a 

busy six months it has been!  
 

We will all be very sorry to say farewell to Mrs Gordon, one of our Cover Supervisors at Langtree, who is leaving us at 
the end of this term. Mrs Gordon has been reminded just how much she enjoys the classroom again – and also just 

how good a teacher she is! – and has opted to return full time to the teaching profession. We wish her every success 
in her new role. 
 

In addition, Mrs Davies will be starting her maternity leave after the break and I am sure that we will all want to wish 

her the very best for her new arrival. In her absence, we are very pleased to have recruited Mr Stear, a specialist and 
experienced teacher of English, to cover Mrs Davies’ timetable in her absence. 
 

We were delighted to launch ‘Show My Homework’ to students and parents this term, and already the on line  

application is having a real impact on the quality, frequency and management of homework. Please ensure that you 
have logged on, so that you can monitor the homework set for your child anywhere, anytime, using the ‘Show My  

Homework’ free app. Do contact the school if you are experiencing any problems with your log in, as we would be  

delighted to offer any further assistance. 
 

On the final day of term Year 8 students will travel to Warwick Castle today as part of our second Creativity Day, while 

the Year 9 students will be having a day in court – purely for educational purposes! All of our other students will enjoy 

a range of activities in school, and these will be reported fully in the Easter newsletter. Later in the day, we will be 
waving off our skiers today as they leave for Arosa in Switzerland, where we hope the snow and sunshine will be in 

plentiful supply.  
 

As you will have seen in the bulletin we are sending out a parental questionnaire. Your opinions are really important to 
and as a school we are keen to embrace your views, study them and thus help us to inform future developments at 

Langtree. Please complete the Parent Survey accessed from the link: http://goo.gl/forms/uzk7qklqVL 
 

Also during the holiday, we would be very grateful if all parents would complete a parental questionnaire, details of 
which will be published in the Friday Bulletin. The questionnaire will invite feedback from all parents on the provision at 

Langtree, and will be immensely helpful to us in our ongoing self evaluation of the school. Please do find time to  

complete the questionnaire on line, or download a hard copy from the school website if you prefer. Your feedback and 
your views as supportive parents are very important to us. 
 

However, I also hope that you will find time for some enjoyable family time over the half-term, and we look forward to 

welcoming students back to school on Monday 22nd February.                                         Mr R Holroyd - Headteacher 

Artist of the Term 
SAFFRIN DODD  

 

Saffrin has made excellent 
progress this term. She 

has attended after school 
sessions regularly and 

produced work of a very 
good standard!  I'm very 
proud of her efforts and 

achievements.  
Mrs L Bainbrigge 

After many months of collaboration between Langtree School, Solarcentury 

and the social enterprise Low Carbon Hub, we are ready to bring solar power 
to Langtree School! 
 

The school is installing 384 solar panels, just over 100kWp, to help towards 

the School’s electricity demand. The panels will be installed on the sports hall and on one of the single story flat roofs. 
The system is expected to produce around 82,321kWh per year which is enough electricity to power 20 homes for a 

whole year. The system will also save approximately 40,000 kg of CO2 every year* helping with the School’s carbon 
footprint. 
 

Our installation is part of Low Carbon Hub's Solar Energy for Schools Project, a community-benefit project that will 

generate funds for local energy efficiency and renewable energy projects, focusing on fuel poverty. For more  
information please look at the Low Carbon website:  www.lowcarbonhub.org.  
 

*Based on 2014 UK electricity consumption figures from DECCs report   
‘Energy Consumption in the UK (2015)’  

http://www.lowcarbonhub.org/


 

Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE SUMMER 2016 

20th 21st and 22nd June 2016 
Langtree School will be performing a  

production of  

 

Year 9 STFC Rutherford Appleton Laboratories School Science Competition 

 

On Thursday the 17th December James Broadbent and I were invited to the finals of the Year 9 science 

competition at RAL (Rutherford Appleton Laboratories). We had both entered an essay into the  

competition on ‘Why I Love Science’ and were very excited to find 

out that we had made it to the finals! 

We were treated to a special behind-the-scenes tour of two of the 

laboratories high powered laser facilities, Vulcan and Gemini; 

along with 16 other finalists. 

 After the tour we were asked to do a 2 minute presentation that 

we had prepared on ‘Why I love Science’ .We set up the  

presentations in one of the lecture rooms and later presented to a 

panel of judges, our parents and teachers and all the other  

finalists. All of the presentations were very interesting and 

thoughtful despite everyone being so nervous! 

 After everyone had presented their essays we went to the café to 

have a break and snacks, where I talked to a couple of the judges, 

who told me about some of the work that they did at RAL and  

other laboratories. 

Finally we were invited back into the lecture hall, where the  

judges gave some special mentions to some of the finalists who did 

particularly well and finally announced the winner. Although 

James or I didn’t win we were both very proud to be one of the 

twelve to have got to the finals out of 95 applicants. We also  

received a certificate and gained some really valuable experience both of presenting and an insight into 

how one of the top scientific institutes in Europe runs. By Saoirse Coveney 9SD 

Year 7 Visit to Rutherford Appleton Laboratories 

 

On Friday 15th January I went with 9 other year 7s to the 

Rutherford Appleton Laboratory for the Big Bang - an 

event organised by Science Oxford. First we went to the 

RAL space lab and learnt about meteorites. Then we had 

tour of ISIS where they fire super fast protons at test  

materials and we got to make our own miniature crystal 

garden. Next we saw liquid nitrogen freeze things. After 

lunch we got to watch a show of 'STEMs got talent' -  

presented by 4 resident scientists. My favourite part of the 

day was the liquid nitrogen part as I got to sit on the front 

row and see everything up close. Thanks to Science Oxford 

for organising such an inspiring opportunity by! By Luke Ogden 



 

Follow us on Twitter @ Head4094 

Year 7 Rainforest Projects 

 

February saw the Geography classrooms  

immersed in Tropical Rainforest plants and  

animals as the Year 7s gave in their rainforest in 

a shoebox projects. The standard this year was 

very impressive and all students should feel 

proud of the effort and creativity they  

demonstrated. 

“I was really excited when we were told we were 

making a rainforest for our homework as it  

combined research and a practical activity.  

Firstly, I researched the different layers and 

found out what plants and animals lived there. 

Next I made all the objects that had to go into 

the rainforest scene. Then, I made all the  

plasticine animals and then, finally assembled it. 

Out of this project, I have learnt what animals 

and plants live in each layer, also I understood 

more about each layer. Overall I really enjoyed 

this project”. 

By Martha Heydon, 7MO (top left photo in the 

selection of 9 projects). 

Cooking Club 

Over the last two terms Mrs Mote and Mrs van der Spuy have been running a cooking club. The students 
have really enjoyed this experience.  

“I think cooking club is a brilliant way to get students to understand the ways of healthy eating. Plus the 
food we make is delicious” Charlie D. 

“It is really useful doing cooking club because I am a young carer” Delphie LS. 

“It is really good to show you how to cook” Rebecca LS 

“I think cooking club is excellent because you learn a lot of things and then at the end you can eat what you 
made” Amy L 

“I loved the soup, it’s texture was so nice. This club should be every day” John B 

“I like cooking club loads because we cook for ourselves” Caitlin PS 

“I loved making soft boiled eggs, 
they tasted lush” Freya M 

“I loved the jacket potato with 
beans it was delicious, it’s so fun” 
Matthew. 

Cooking club has been a huge  
success and the students have  
really enjoyed learning to cook. 
There will be more cooking club 
during the rest of the year. 
 

We are collecting the Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers in school. 
There is a collecting box in reception. If you have any vouchers that you would 
like to donate to the school please ask your child to drop them off in reception. 

Please send any vouchers into school by the ned of Term 5. Thank you 



The Langtree School Academy Trust Company, a company limited by guarantee.  Registered in England and Wales,  

company registration number 07980335.  Registered Office:  Langtree School, Woodcote, Reading, Berkshire, RG8 ORA. 

 

Please pay on line for trips & visits rather than by cash or cheque.   
 

Paying online is quick and convenient and allows you to see what you have paid and any amounts 
left to pay, particularly useful for school trips. Paying online also helps the school by 
cutting down the amount of time needed to process the hundreds of cheques we re-
ceive. If you do not have your unique pupil code please email the finance office:  

finance@langtreeschool.com  

If you have any good quality  
School Uniform that your child has grown out 

of, we would be very grateful to receive it.  
Please bring any donations of uniform to  

reception, thank you.  
If you would like to purchase any of the second 
hand uniform please contact the School Office  

office@langtreeschool.com  
or 01491 680514 

LOST PROPERTY 

When lost property arrives in the school  
office it is checked for a name. Named lost property is then 

returned directly to the owner. Unnamed property is kept in 
the school office in the hope that it will be reclaimed. 2 or 3 

times during the school year the un-named lost property 
will be made available in the main hall for the students to 

look through. please help us to return belongings to  
students by clearly naming all their uniform and other  

belongings. Thank you, Langtree School Office. 

 

CALENDAR 

Monday 22nd February 2016  Start of Term 4 

Thursday 25th February 2016 Year 9 Options Evening 

Tuesday 1st March 2016 Year 7 Parents Evening 

Monday 7th March to Friday 11th March  Year 10 Mock GCSE Exams 

Tuesday 15th March 2016 Student / Teacher talent Show 

Thursday 17th March 2016 Year 10 Romeo and Juliet Theatre trip 

Monday 21st March 2016 
Y11 GCSE Music—Creative Task 

Year 8 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 23rd March 2016 End of Term 4 (3.30pm) 


