
The Langtree School Class of 2015 

 

The Staff and Students at  
Langtree School would like to wish 

you a Merry Christmas and  
a Happy New Year 

The art work shown is  
by Niamh Walker  

The winning design in the  

Reading Football Club Christmas 
Card competition. December 2015 

 

Once again we have reached the end of another winter term, and I am sure that students, staff and parents are 
looking forward to a well-deserved break over Christmas. And what a term it has been! Our newsletter is packed with 
wonderful stories of the individual and collective successes of our students in recent weeks, and as always I am full of 
admiration for all that they have achieved. 
 

In addition to the learning which has taken place in the 450 lessons provided for every student since September, the 
build up to Christmas has been especially gratifying in terms of the spirit, generosity and thought which our parents 
and students have shown at this special time of year. At the KS3 celebration assembly this week, we were able to  
congratulate our students in Years 7, 8 and 9 for breaking all previous records by securing 12,702 merits during the 
term. This is the precise number of occasions when teachers have had cause to celebrate effort and commitment 
above and beyond our very high expectations. What a collective achievement! 
 

Furthermore, our Christmas party for the senior citizens was – yet again – a great success, with our students acting as 
perfect hosts. One message of thanks stated that ‘The visit to your school honestly cheered my Uncle up more than I 
can say. He will be talking about this for weeks! I can’t adequately express what it meant to him – it made his  
Christmas’. The students who took part in this event ought to feel very proud of themselves indeed. 
The party was swiftly followed by the packing and delivery of 41 hampers to elderly members of the Woodcote  
community, and again our student helpers were outstanding ambassadors for Langtree.  
And finally, our Celebration of Christmas was another triumph this year. Not only did we have a record number of 87 
student performers entertaining a very large audience, but the event allowed us to make a significant contribution to 
Helen & Douglas House, our nominated school charity. It was a great pleasure in this respect to welcome Janet  
Caruzzo, from Helen & Douglas House, as our guest of honour, and Janet will return in the New Year to give some 
more assemblies to explain how the money raised has been put into effect. 
 

Many thanks again for the significant part that you have all played in these successes.  As I said to our audience of 
parents at the Christmas concert, we are very grateful that you have lent your sons and daughters to us over the last 
15 weeks; they continue to be a great pleasure to work with and we are extremely appreciative in addition for your 
ongoing support as parents. On behalf of all the staff, I do hope that you are all able to enjoy a peaceful, restful and 
joyful Christmas. 
 
Clive George 
We were very sad as a school community to hear of the recent passing of  
Clive George. Clive was a technician in the Design Technology  
department at Langtree for many years, and was held in great esteem by 
students and staff for his dedication, patience and care for the success 
and well-being of so many students.   

 

As a highly skilled craftsman, Clive was able to bring his expertise to  
support students with their practical projects in Technology, as well as 
helping out in numerous ways with practical projects around the school. 
We will never forget his warmth, his commitment and his passion for the 
school and the students who studied here. 

 

It was a pleasure to represent the school at Clive’s funeral, and to see the 
immense respect and love shown for him by the wider village community. 
On behalf of all members of the school community, I would like to extend 
our condolences and very best wishes to his dear widow Barbara, who is 
very much in our thoughts. 
 
Mr R Holroyd 
Headteacher 

Artist of the Term 

Abby Manning 



 

Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

Christmas Concert 
Langtree musicians were very busy during the last half 
term preparing for the Senior Citizens Christmas Party and 
our Christmas Concert. The Orchestra performed carols, 
Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer and an arrangement of 
Slade’s Merry Christmas Everybody. It was also a delight 
to hear the newly reformed Junior Choir under the  
direction of our singing teacher, Ella Foster. They  
performed two pieces; The Colours of Christmas and All I 
Want For Christmas Is You. We also had fantastic solo 
performances from Emily Whatmore, Rhiannon Evans, 
Jessica Li, James Broadbent, Rosie Turtle, Rosie Toolin, 
George Campbell and Hazel Drury. In addition to the  
music we were treated to two gym pieces and a dance as 
well as a new take on the Cinderella story by a talented 
group of Year 8 students. Many thanks to all the students 
for their fantastic support this term.  

ADVANCE NOTICE SUMMER 2016 

20th 21st and 22nd June 2016 
Langtree School will be performing a  

production of  

Christmas Lunch 

 

130 Students enjoyed a lovely Christmas Lunch on  
Thursday 17th December all served by members of the 

school teaching and support staff with the  
Year 11 leaders lending a hand. 

 

Thursday 17th December also saw a major outbreak of 
“The Christmas Jumper” at Langtree School. Students 

and Staff wore Christmas jumpers and made a donation 
to Helen and Douglas House raising a wonderful £550. 



 

Follow us on Twitter @ Head4094 

Senior Citizens Christmas Party and The Christmas Hampers 

In the last two weeks of term we set ourselves the challenge of organising a Christmas Party for senior  
citizens from the local area and also creating hampers for delivery to senior citizens both in Woodcote  

Village and in some of the local residential homes. Two groups of Year 9 students on the school’s leadership 
course were responsible for the organisations and running of these events. 

 
 

Senior Citizens Christmas Party  

The Christmas Party was a major success and the entertainment was extrodinary. Helping our guests was a 
great experience and really made us feel we had done a good deed for the day.  

Julian Davis, Annabel McCalman, Abigail Mace,Matthew Ridley 

 

The Christmas Hampers 

We asked all the tutor groups to collect items to be put in to the hamper. The response was amazing, we 
then put the hampers together  and each one had a hand written Christmas card inside. When we delivered 
the hampers it was lovely to see everyone and see their smiling faces. We hope that the people we gave the 

hamper to liked them We were delighted to be chosen to organise the hampers, it was a great opportunity. 



 

Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

Year 9 Imperial War Museum visit 
Year 9 visited the Imperial War Museum to round off 
our learning on WW1 and introduce our learning on the 
holocaust. The day began with us walking around the 
WW1 exhibit and then we had lunch, after that we had 
a talk about the holocaust from a museum historian 
and then were given audio guides to help explain what 
we were going to see in. We then went into the holo-
caust exhibit. 
Our walk around the WW1 exhibit began with an  
explanation of the contemporary imperial powers and 
alliances: the triple alliance and the triple entente along 
with imperial colonies. The exhibit continued with  
modern and contemporary evidence explaining the  
escalation and start of hostilities and war between 
these imperial powers for example it had newspapers 
on the murder of the Austrian heir to the throne. After 
that there were various weapons and uniforms showing 
the strategy and style of WW1 warfare, there was also 
a trench we walked through which had a tank hanging 
above it.  
After lunch we had a talk from the museum historian 
on the holocaust; this just explained what we were 
going to see and gave us a basic idea of what the  
holocaust was. We were given audio guides and  
allowed to walk around the exhibit at our own pace 
allowing us to take in as much as possible. There were 
many interesting things on display such as an accurate 
model of people arriving at Auschwitz created from 
photographs taken by a Nazi soldier. There were also 
many real accounts of what happened and peoples  
experiences, one that stuck in our minds was a story of 
a two young girls, one German and one Jewish, the 
German girl snuck into the ghetto and saw her friend. 
This visit helped us un-
derstand the horrors of 
warfare in WW1 and the 
atrocities and violence of 
the holocaust. It was a 
great overall visit. 
By Henry Buckland and 
Mungo Leveroni 

 

Janine Webber Holocaust Testimony 

 

On Thursday the 26th of November Mrs Janine Webber came 
and shared her testimony with Year 9 Langtree students . She 
was very inspirational!  The impact of her speech was very 
powerful because her story linked in to our history lessons and 
it was very emotionally charged. She reminded us to be  
respectful to others and to be more tolerant of others so this 
sort of history will never happen again. 
 

Janine was born in Lwów in Poland (now L'viv, Ukraine) in 
1932. Following the Nazi-Soviet Pact, Lwów was occupied by 
the Red Army in 1939 and remained under Soviet rule until 
June 1941 when Germany invaded. Janine was only nine years 
old when this happened. As Jews the family experienced  
persecution from the Nazis and their lives  were severely  
affected. 
 

Janine’s parents dug a hole underneath the wardrobe to hide in 
during Nazi raids and she can recall the tension during the first 
round up and then always fearing them after that. Janine, her 
mother and her brother would hide beneath the wardrobe 
while the others took refuge in the loft and she remembers to 
this day seeing the polished black SS boots in the home. Her 
grandmother was thrown down the stairs and other members 
of her family were taken away. They later learned that Janine’s 
father had been shot, and her uncle and young cousin taken to 

a concentration camp.    
 

Janine survived through the kindness of others who were  
willing to risk their lives, luck and sheer determination. She and 
her brother moved from place to place, until they were  
betrayed and her brother was murdered in front of her eyes. 
The rest  of Janine’s testimony was equally astonishing and we 

were all engrossed. 
 

Her story is still relevant today as we were taught how it is im-
portant  to not be bystanders in life and take action when oth-
ers don’t treat another person/ group kindly. 
We feel very privileged that Mrs Webber shared her story with 
us. 
 

Tierney Rocks 

2015 Trip to Poland 
On the first afternoon, we had a tour of Kraków and walked around the city. We saw many good sights such as the Christmas 
markets in the square, and heard a legend about one of the many churches around. The guide mentioned that there were 
loads churches in the area, as it is a very historic city. 
 

The second day we went to Auschwitz, it was very moving to see what the conditions were that they lived in, as well as  
seeing the belongings that were left behind. We visited Auschwitz 1-concentration camp, and Auschwitz 2(Birkenau)-death 
camp. 
 

That night we had a traditional polish dinner at a traditional polish restaurant, which tasted delicious. A polish dancing and 
singing group were there for entertainment and they picked a few people from our school 
to join them and dance, we were the lucky people to see Mr Doyle dancing! 
 

The next day, we went to the salt mines and Schindler’s factory/museum. In the salt 
mines, we all got to lick the walls! Unfortunately, the Schindler’s factory was a disap-
pointment as it just told us what we already knew about the war and not much about 
Schindler and his workers. 
 

We really enjoyed the trip, and it taught us lots. It really put in perspective how many 

people perished during the holocaust and the experience was unbelievable in good and 
bad ways. 

 
 

By Frances Wahlen, Erin Varnes and Maddy Warren 



BP Castrol  and The Bloodhound SSC Project 

My BP experience was very exciting. I learnt so much 
from it whilst having fun. The whole thing was about 

the Bloodhound (a rocket powered car). It’s a car that 
people are making to try and beat the speed of sound. 
The car is very aerodynamic, even its wheels are, they 

have a case around them shaped like a lemon. This is 
so they don’t cause drag. We all looked at a toy 
Bloodhound and asked questions about it. Gemma  

Botham. As we entered the classroom we saw a model 
of the Bloodhound, we sat down excitedly. The power 
point on the supersonic car began. We learnt all sorts 
of information fro example: The reason the  

Bloodhound is so fast is because its engine is in fact a  
rocket. The bloodhound could reach its target of 1000 
mph/ 

 

Follow us on Twitter @ Head4094 

LANGTREE STUDENTS ARE WORLD CHAMPIONS 

On Sunday 29th November, we set of on a coach all 
the way to Germany, Riesa. We were part of the  

England tap team, which consisted of 35 people. We 
spent the week at the IDO World Tap Dance  
Championships competing in different categories. For 

the first half of the week we had to train at the local 
leisure centre and practise our dances. Then we  
started competing. I did a solo (10th) trio (7th) small 
group (1st) and a formation (1st) Astrid was also in 

the formation. In each section there were three 
rounds, quarterfinals, semi finals and finals. It was an 
amazing week and our team has come back with  

5 golds!  
 
Lily Clifton and Astrid Tozer 

SPORTS NEWS 

There have been a number of excellent  
performances during this term with area  
tournaments taking place in rugby, cross country, 

triathlon and indoor 5 a side football.  
 
RESULTS 

YEAR 8 COUNTY RUGBY 
Vs Chipping Norton W25-0 
VS Oxford Academy W 20-0 

Vs Wallingford W 20-0  
Vs Gillots W 8-0 
 
In the final we played Lord  

Williams school and won  
25—0………. 
an astonishing  

performance! 
 
AREA TRI-

ATHLON  
[1.5km row, 
3km bike ride, 

1.5km run] 
YR 8/9 Girls 4TH 
YR 8/9 Boys 2ND 

YR 10/11 Girls 6TH  
YR 10/11 Boys 1ST with Harry Tozer winning the  
individual event. 

 
AREA CROSS COUNTRY 
YR 7 Girls 5th 

YR 7 Boys 2nd 
YR 8/9 Girls 2nd 
YR 8/9 Boys 4th 

YR 10/11 Girls 3rd 
YR 10/11 Boys 4th= 
 

5 A SIDE FOOTBALL AREA TOURNAMENTS 
The girls team performed really well and reached 
the semi- finals. Despite taking a two goal lead 

against King Alfreds they unfortunately lost 3-2. 
 
The boys were not quite so successful losing their 
three group games narrowly 

IMPORTANT 
The Admin Team are sending out “data collection” sheets to the parents and cares of 
all students. Please check the details we hold for you and make any changes required 

it is very important that we hold up to date CONTACT INFORMATION 
Have you moved house, changed your mobile number or email address? If yes to any of these please send an 

email (remembering to include your child’s name and tutor group) with the correct details to:  

parents@langtreeschool.com or return the data collection sheet when you receive it. 



Please check the website for up to date information. www.langtreeschool.com 

Year 8 Ethics students celebrated their Human Rights Heroes in style.  

 

 

Having studied Human Rights as part of their Ethics course groups created a memorial to a hero of 
their choice. These included Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther-King, Malala, Rosa Parks, Oscar 
Schindler, Abraham Lincoln and William Willberforce. During the final presentation this week they 
showed us their ideas in PowerPoint, model sculptures, a memorial book, music and LOTS of cake! 
 

 

Warwick Castle Trip. On Thursday 12th November 72 Year 9's went on a Humanities Creativity Day Trip. We spent the 

day investigating how important tourists are to Warwick Castle and the town. My group went to the castle first.  We looked 
at why the castle activities attracted the tourists and how many tourists came to the castle over a given time. Before we 
braved the castle dungeons, we did a little explore of the tower. However a few people got lost! Then the time came and we 
crept into the dungeons beneath the stone walls. The  
dungeon was by far the best bit of the day! I especially liked the  
castle story room, it was very funny and weird at the same time. I 
didn't find it scary but lots of people were screaming the whole way; 
I found this quite amusing. After the dungeons we carried on filling in 
our booklet and  
exploring the historic, cool, beautiful castle. Once we finished out 
sketch and answered all our questions, we settled down to eat our 
lunch. After that we went into Warwick town to look at how im-
portant tourists are to the town and completed a pedestrian count. 
We completed some more questions on the tourist impact. We all had 
a really good time window shopping too!  
Finally we traipsed back to the coach after an informative  
enjoyable day where we found that there were more tourists in the 
castle than the town 
Jessica Li Year 9 

Geographical Association Quiz 
 

Everyone who wanted to compete for Langtree in the Geographical Association quiz had to take part in a challenging  
geography test to be chosen.  The top Langtree Geography students selected were Year 10: Charles Norman and  
Jamie Sarson;  Year 9: James Broadbent and Jessica Li; Year 8: Eve Singleton and Hattie Palmer-Coulson. 
 

On Tuesday 1st December, we left the school in high spirits, heading for the competition at Reading Grammar. We spent the 
journey chatting and exchanging random geography facts that we thought might come in useful. 
 

Once we arrived, we split into two teams, each with a year 8, 9, and 10 on each team (Langtree 1 and 2). The first round 
was on significant places in England where we were placed 5th out of 23 teams. The schools represented were The Abbey; 
Bradfield College; Charters; Kendrick; Kennet; Lord Wandsworth; Piper’s Corner; Reading School; The Holt; Tomlinscote 
School. In the next round both Langtree teams did well placing 2nd and 4th. The third round was an individual questions 
round and each team member was asked a number of questions each. 
 

After this we had some refreshments and proceeded to the next round. The 4th round was the OS map, we did especially 
well as one Langtree group gained 100%.The round after this was the flags and capitals round, this involved anagrams of 
different capitals. 
 

The final round was the most important as the scores were double the other 
rounds. We were given country outlines and then clues. For every more clue we 
had we lost points so you wanted to guess early but if you got it wrong, you got 
nothing!  
 

The overall score was with Langtree 1 coming 4th and Langtree 2 coming 8th.  
Altogether we all found it a highly enjoyable experience. 
 

Written by Hattie Palmer-Coulson 



Follow us on Twitter @ Head4094 

Congratulations to Lois Joslyn who has just 
signed two year contract with Oxford United 

with their Girls Centre of Excellence. Lois trains 
with and plays for the Under 13’s. Goring  

Hardware have recently started to sponsor Lois. 

PTA NEWS 
 

Following the second year and huge success of Langstock 
Music Festival, PTA raised some £1192.00 which has  
funded much needed new microphones for the school. 
 

Thank you and well done to all those involved and without 
our members and volunteers we could not have achieved 
such fantastic outcome.  I would like to extend my thanks 
in particular to Steve the Landlord of the Highwayman 
Public House, who saved us a huge of amount of money 
by loaning us his BBQ.   
 

Members of the PTA supported Mrs Cave and the students 
who held the Macmillan Coffee Morning in September – 
thank you to all those who supported and attended this 
fundraiser. 
 

Not forgetting our Music and other social evenings – your 
support by serving refreshments and generally helping out 
-  thank you all for giving up your time and making time 
in your busy work schedules.   
 

The Library Action Group has approached Mr Holroyd and 
have asked for funding to buy some more MP3 Players for 
the students to use when accessing the audible books.   

 

The PTA is committed in raising funds to ultimately  
benefit our children progressing through the school and 

give them additional opportunities by raising money to 
buy extra equipment that they might not have otherwise 
enjoyed without the support of the PTA.  We are currently 
seeking new members, and in particular, a new Treasurer 
– as our current Treasurer has now resigned as he no 
longer has children attending the school.  If you or you 
know of someone who may like to get a little or more  

involved, please contact  (Lynne Longshaw – Chair – 
07714 292200 or lynne@lynnelongshaw.com) and I would 
be pleased to talk you through the position. 
 

If you would like to get more involved, a little or a lot  do 
please come to our next committee meeting on  
MONDAY 18TH JANAURY 2015, at The Packhorse Pub, 

Woodcote Road, 8.00pm - ALL WELCOME. 
 

Which leaves me now to wish you all a VERY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR. 
 

Regards 
Lynne Longshaw 
PTA Chair 

Lego Club 

Meets at 
lunchtime 
in the art 

room.  

A recent 

prehistoric 
dinosaur 
model is 

shown here 

13th JANUARY 2016 



The Langtree School Academy Trust Company, a company limited by guarantee.  Registered in England and Wales,  

company registration number 07980335.  Registered Office:  Langtree School, Woodcote, Reading, Berkshire, RG8 ORA. 

 

Please pay on line for trips & visits rather than by cash or cheque.   
 

Paying online is quick and convenient and allows you to see what you have paid and any amounts 
left to pay, particularly useful for school trips. Paying online also helps the school by 
cutting down the amount of time needed to process the  

hundreds of cheques we receive. If you do not have your unique pupil code please 
email the finance office: finance@langtreeschool.com  

If you have any good quality  
School Uniform that your child has grown out 

of, we would be very grateful to receive it.  

Please bring any donations of uniform to  
reception, thank you.  

If you would like to purchase any of the second 
hand uniform please contact the School Office  

office@langtreeschool.com  

or 01491 680514 

LOST PROPERTY 

When lost property arrives in the school  
office it is checked for a name. Named lost property is then 
returned directly to the owner. Unnamed property is kept in 
the school office in the hope that it will be reclaimed. 2 or 3 

times during the school year the un-named lost property 
will be made available in the main hall for the students to 

look through. please help us to return belongings to  
students by clearly naming all their uniform and other  

belongings. Thank you, Langtree School Office. 

 

 

CALENDAR 

Saturday 19th December to Monday 4th January Christmas Holiday 

Tuesday 5th January Start of Term 3 

Wednesday 13th January Year 11 Mock interviews 

Wednesday 20th January 
Langtree Challenge Awards 

Evening 

Wednesday 3rd February Year 10 Parents Evening 

Friday 12th February 
Creativity Day 

End of Term 3 

Langtree School would like to wish you all a  
Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 


