W elcome to

Chatsmore Catholic
High School
I am extremely proud to introduce and welcome you to Chatsmore
Catholic High School.
Our aim is simple, we want to be the best school in the country. This
means that we can ‘hand on heart’ say that our students get a better
deal than if they attended another school.
For the last two years, the school has been on a rapid journey towards
outstanding. We were delighted that our GCSE results increased by 14%
despite the implementation of new tougher GCSEs. This year (2018-2019), our
results increased further with 79% of our students achieving a Grade 4
(equivalent to a C grade) or higher in English and 75% of students achieving a
Grade 4 or higher in Maths. In Science, 74% of students achieved a Grade 4 or
higher in at least two sciences with our triple scientists achieving a 100% pass rate
with the majority of these grades being 7, 8 and 9s. Outcomes in every department
increased with several of our departments achieving a 100% pass rate at 4+. We were
also delighted that we had a record number of students achieving straight Grade 7, 8 and 9s
(equivalent to A* or A grades) in every subject. One student achieved 11 Grade 9s, something
that only 126 students out of 600,000 students in the country managed to do. These results are an
important first step but the best is yet to come, we are confident that our future results will be even
more impressive.
In March 2018, we were judged by Ofsted as ‘Good’ in all categories. This report is overwhelmingly
positive about the journey the school has been on for the last two years and confirms the staff, governors,
students and parents’ absolute commitment to reach ‘Outstanding’ within one year. This was then
confirmed in our Diocesan Section 48 Inspection in July 2019 which judged the school as ‘Outstanding’ in
every category. This is a first for the school and a proud moment in the school’s 60 year history. This is an
exciting time for the school and our recent success is already breeding further success and aspiration.
As a Catholic School, Chatsmore is founded on Gospel values. We provide a nurturing environment of love,
respect and discipline, where every individual is highly valued and our care and concern for others is central to
our mission. We expect our students to work hard, behave well, dress smartly and pursue excellence in all that
they do inside and outside of the classroom. Our culture is one of high expectations in all that we do.
I now invite you to experience Chatsmore first-hand by attending our Open Evening and/or our Open Mornings and I
look forward to meeting you in the future.

Mr Byrne
Headteacher
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The mission of
Chatsmore Catholic
High School is to
help every individual
to achieve the best
that they can, through
giving witness to the
way of life inspired by
Christ and taught by e
his Church.

Every student
receives an
education
which
challenges
and supports
them.
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and work together
for excellence
Chatsmore is a successful over-subscribed school, that offers a
Christian education to students of all abilities from the ages of 11 to 16
years. There are approximately 740 students on roll.
Our school offers the full range of National Curriculum subjects. All students study
English, Mathematics, Science, PE and RE. Our other subjects are: Art, Catering, Drama,
Child Care, Computer Science, Creative iMedia, Dance, Digital Photography, Food &
Nutrition, Geography, Graphics, History, Music, PE, Resistant Materials and Textiles.
In Years 9, 10 and 11 students follow personal timetables and will be aiming for GCSE examinations
and other methods of accreditation. For our brightest students, there is the option of studying additional
GCSEs alongside the curriculum, including Triple Science and Further Maths.
Our day is organised as six fifty minute lessons. This allows greater flexibility and ensures that all lessons have
pace and a high level of challenge.
Careers and College advice forms an integral part of the curriculum. Our Careers Co-ordinator works closely
with students to make the best possible choices for their future. All students take part in work experience in Year
10 and are interviewed by local employers in preparation for this.
We run an Aspiration Programme for students of all abilities and backgrounds to increase their chances of going
to a top university, including Oxbridge. Doctors, solicitors, engineers, paramedics and other professions run careers
workshops and question and answer sessions for interested students.
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A supportive,

safe and caring
environment

As a Catholic school, Chatsmore has a strong tradition of
pastoral care and concern for the welfare of its students, based
soundly on Christian principles.
The school is organised into horizontal tutor groups for morning registration
and PSHEE. Each tutor group contains approximately 30 students from their year
group. The tutor takes responsibility for the welfare and development of every
student in their tutor group. Each tutor group belongs to one of four houses, led by a
Head of House. The houses are named after Saints or other inspirational figures, these are
Attenborough, Kolbe, Malala and Teresa.
We offer our students a range of opportunities for worship in school and elsewhere, in order to
develop their spiritual and moral education. We have regular assemblies and class prayer, Mass on
Holy Days of Obligation and at other important times in the school year, as well as Services of
Reconciliation during Advent and Lent. Drama and music are used to enhance worship.

Community, aspiration, resilience, prayer and excellence are five principles that provide a simple but sharp focus
on the qualities we are looking for from students at Chatsmore every day. Every student should constantly strive to
improve in all five areas. These five principles empower our students with the attitudes they need for success.
By themselves they are not a measure of success but they are tools that create a path towards a bright,
positive, fulfilling future.
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“Chatsmore is an
outstanding Catholic
community in which every
member of the school
community is valued and
is treated with dignity and
respect in a culture
focused on holistic sense of
aspiration”
– Section 48 Diocesan
Inspection Report
July 2019

Students have
the opportunity
to create
many media
formats to
express their
ideas
and work.

B ringing

learning
alive

Teaching and Learning is at the heart of what we do at Chatsmore. We
are blessed to have a talented and hardworking staff who are totally
committed to making sure that every student reaches their potential.
Our curriculum is broad and balanced and students get to choose from a wide range
of option subjects including Art, Catering, Drama, Child Care, Computer Science, Creative
iMedia, Dance, Digital Photography, Drama, Food & Nutrition, Further Maths, Geography,
Graphics, History, Music, PE, Resistant Materials, Triple Science and Textiles.
Technology is at the forefront of our students’ learning. We have invested heavily in technology
during recent years, with the creation of a Multi Media Suite, Digital Photography Room and Music
Suite, all using Apple Macs.
Parents have the opportunity to purchase an iPad to support learning beyond the classroom, although this
is not required for lessons.
Homework is set online using an App, which also enables parents/carers to track attendance, rewards, behaviour
and homework deadlines. Communication with parents/carers is a real strength and all parents receive a
weekly email from their Head of Year.
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Beyond

the
classroom

Enrichment and extra-curricular opportunities have a high
profile at Chatsmore. We have just appointed a full time
Careers, Enrichment and Outdoor Education Leader, Phil Dean,
who will be working with every child, leading Forest School activities
and delivering the John Muir Award.
In addition, during the course of the year, students have the chance to take part
in a wide and exciting variety of learning opportunities, both inside and outside of
school, including the chance to travel overseas. Destinations have included Iceland,
Rome, Claviere, Barcelona and Ypres.
There are numerous opportunities to perform in Music and Drama. We have a school choir,
ensembles, bands and a history of superb stage productions.
We have an excellent record of sporting achievements and we are very proud of the success of our
students, this is recognised at our annual Sports Presentation Evening.
We run the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme and are delighted that so many of our students have
completed the award during their time with us.
As part of Physics and Astronomy Club, a group of students plan to send a camera into space to take pictures
of the curvature of the Earth. This involves monitoring weather conditions and wind speed, tracking the camera
using GPS and programming the camera to take pictures and transmit this information back to Earth where it
can be analysed and understood. Few schools in the country have even attempted a project of such complexity
and challenge and there is a real sense of excitement as we plan for Launch Day.
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Students
are able to
broaden their
horizons, make
new friends,
improve their
team-building
skills and gain
confidence.
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