
 

1916-60 

WORTHING REMEMBERS WITH PRIDE 
SD/4063 Private CHARLES JOHN PANNELL  
Royal Sussex Regiment 13th battalion, died 30th June 1916 aged 39. 

 

Charles Pannell was the eldest of four sons born to Charles, an agricultural la-

bourer, and his wife Sarah. He was born in Lodsworth in 1877. Like his father he 

started work as an agricultural labourer. In 1898 he married Kate Ann Tulley at 

Steyning and they raised a family of three daughters. In 1901 they were living at Lyne, Surrey, 

with their first daughter Ethel, aged one. Ten years later they had moved to Upton Cottages, 

Sompting,  where Charles was working as a waggoner on a farm. Living with them was Kate’s 

widowed father and her young brother, both of whom were farm workers. Later Charles and his 

family moved to 47, London Street, Worthing. 

 

Like his three brothers Charles enlisted with the Royal Sussex Regiment at Worthing. On the 30th 

June 1916 they were in action at Richebourg in the Battle of the Boar’s Head. In the carnage that 

followed all four Pannell brothers were reported as  missing presumed killed. The devastating 

news was received in Worthing by their mother Sarah, now a widow living at The Drive. Charles 

and his brothers Alfred and William lost their lives in action during the battle and have no known 

grave. Brother George, however, was not killed. In fact he was on his way home on leave. No 

sooner had his family recovered from the shock of seeing him, he was ordered back to the Front. 

 

Charles, Alfred and William are commemorated on the Loos Memorial in France, and on the war 

memorial at St. George’s Church, Worthing. George Pannell and his wife Eliza raised a family of 

six children and he died in the 1960s. 
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