
 

ST GREGORY’S RC JMI – KS2 – HOW WE TEACH HISTORY  

Aims 
The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 
● know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been 

influenced by the wider world 
● know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; 

achievements and follies of mankind 
● gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 
● understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid 

questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 
● understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 
● gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, 

political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

Attainment targets 
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 

Key stage 2 
Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, 
contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and 
significance. They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range 
of sources. 
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local and world history outlined below, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils understand both the long 
arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content. 

IN YEAR 3, OUR HISTORY ‘BIG PICTURE’ IS: CHANGES IN BRITAIN FROM STONE AGE TO IRON AGE; EARLY NON-EUROPEAN CIVILISATION – ANCIENT EGYPT 

IN Y3, OUR LESSONS WILL FOCUS 
UPON: 

Y3 MAIN ACTIVITIES Y3 LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Y3 POSSIBLE CROSS CURRICULAR 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Y3 Changes in Britain from Stone Age to Iron Age 

How did early man survive in the 
stone age? 

Investigate the hunter/gatherer 
lifestyle. Look at tools used. 
Investigate survival skills in the Stone 
Age. Explore most effective tools to 
break vegetables, wood etc.  

To understand the things that ancient 
humans needed to stay alive.  

D&T - Design a bow and arrow to use 
in the Stone age.  
Literacy- Persuasive advert to try and 
sell the Bow and arrow. 
  
  D&T-Explore most effective tools to 
break vegetables, wood etc.  
 

Where was Skara Brae and how does 
it help us understand more about the 
Stone Age? 

Find out about William Watt and his 
discoveries of Skara Brae. Explore the 
different rooms that were excavated 

To know about Skara Brae, where it is, 
what we have learned from it, and 
why ancient people chose to live 

Speaking and Listening - Investigate 
the mystery of house 7, and figure out 
what it could have been used for. 



 

and find out what the evidence left 
shows us about the people who lived 
here.  

there. What does the evidence tell us? 
 Art and design - 
Explore stone age crafts found at Skara 
Brae and see if children can design and 
make their own. 
ICT/Geography - Use computers to 
research and create presentations 
about Skara Brae. 

What were the key changes from the 
Stone Age to the Bronze Age? 
 
Why was copper mining crucial to the 
people of this time? 
 

Explore events on a timeline. Learn 
about chronology of events from 
Stone Age to Bronze Age. Place major 
events in history on a timeline, 
including this period in time. 
 
Find out about some of the jobs the 
copper miners used to do.  
 
 
 

To understand a timeline and how 
things change over time.  
 
To understand why ancient people 
changed from stone to metal tools. 

Role play timeline activity. Place 
yourself on the correct position in time 
(giant timeline) 
ICT- Create an online timeline to show 
key events of Stone Age to Bronze 
Age. 
Art - make models of the tools that the 
people used in the Bronze Age.  
Literacy - Write a persuasive letter to 
the chief of the village to say why they 
should use metal tools and not stone. 
Science - Materials and their 
properties, why was copper so much 
more useful than stone? 

What do these sources tell us about 
how and why Stonehenge was built? 

Use a range of books and online 
webpages to find out more about 
Stonehenge.  

To gather evidence as to how and why 
stonehenge was built 

Speaking and listening/Drama - 
investigate the mystery of the Cheddar 
man. Use a plastic skeleton to create a 
‘crime scene’ in the garden area. 
Children have to look for evidence and 
put together a hypothesis using 
evidence to suggest what they think 
may have happened to the person. 
Relate this back to the study of the 
Cheddar man. Art & Design - build a 
model of stonehenge using clay, 
following the design closely and 
putting in ‘stones’ of the correct hape.  



 

How and why were hill forts built in 
the Iron Age? And why were hill forts 
popular places to live? 

Study through text books and online 
websites the structure of hill forts and 
how they were made. Derive from 
research why they became a popular 
place to live.  

To understand why hill forts were built 
in the Iron Age 

D&T - Construct a hill fort using a 
range of materials. 
Literacy - Write a set of instructions to 
teach another child how to make a 
model hill fort. 

Y3 Ancient Egypt 

Who were the Ancient Egyptians? Read and explore a range of sources 
(including artefacts, photographical 
evidence etc) to find out who the 
Ancient Egyptians were? 

To be able to find out about ancient 
egyptian life by looking at artefacts 

Geography - Find out where Egypt is 
on a map? Has it changed since 
Ancient times?  

What was life like in Ancient Egypt? Timeline of key events during this 
period of time. Explore how people 
made a living e.g. Farming/Irrigation. 
Diet of the Ancient Egyptians. 
Research types of food they ate.  
Explore clothing and attire by different 
ranks in Ancient Egyptian times.  

To understand what was important to 
people during ancient egyptian times 

Geography - River Nile. Where is the 
River Nile? What is its importance in 
history and today.  
ICT - Explore Egypt using Google Earth, 
zoom into important places. 
Art - Draw pictures/paint images of 
daily life events in the style of tomb 
wall sketches. 

How and why do you make a 
mummy? 

Learning about the process of 
mummification - main links to extra 
curricular section. 

To understand the ritual of 
mummification and why it was 
performed 

Science - mummify tomatoes following 
the ancient egyptian procedure and 
observe the results.  
Science - compare what the Ancient 
Egyptians understood about our 
organs vs what we know now. 
Literacy - Writing instructions on how 
to make a mummy. 
 

Who was Tutankhamun? Read the recount of Howard Carter’s 
events of the discovery of the 
Tutankhamun tomb. Explore key 
phrases. What is he describing? 
Compare evidence of his findings and 
prepare a diary entry (links to Literacy) 

To know how sources inform our 
understanding of historical figures and 
events 

Literacy - Howard Carter’s diary of his 
discovery.  
Art - sketch or make collages of his 
death mask.  
ICT - create a newspaper front page to 
inform people about the discovery.  
 

How do you write like an Egyptian? Explore hieroglyphics and their To compare and contrast ancient Art - creating hieroglyphics 



 

meaning. Learn how to write in 
hieroglyphics. Use hieroglyphics to 
write secret messages.  

egyptian writing with our own. 

What can I find out about Egyptian To 
understand the religious beliefs of the 
Ancient Greek people and know some 
of the gods they worshipped.  

Read descriptions of Egyptian Gods 
and study pictures. Ask the children to 
feedback key information. What is 
special about these Gods and compare 
with other Gods. 

To describe the gods and understand 
why they were worshipped.  

Drama - hotseat the Gods and discover 
what why they are worshipped.  
Literacy/ICT - Make a fact file about 
the gods.  
Literacy - create a ‘job application’ for 
an Egyptian God. 

IN YEAR 4, OUR HISTORY ‘BIG PICTURE’ IS: THE ROMAN EMPIRE AND ITS IMPACT ON BRITAIN; EARLY NON-EUROPEAN CIVILISATIONS – ANCIENT GREECE 

IN Y4, OUR LESSONS WILL FOCUS 
UPON: 

Y4 MAIN ACTIVITIES Y4 LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Y4 POSSIBLE CROSS CURRICULAR 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Y4 Ancient Greece 

Where and when did the Ancient 
Greek civilization exist on a timeline? 

Timeline activities, including ordering 
key events on a timeline.  Locate 
where Greece is on a map and 
compare to Ancient Greek map. 
Locate Greece on maps of various 
scales. 

To know where and when the Ancient 
Greek civilization existed. 

ICT/Geography - Google Earth. Use 
this app to locate places in Greece. 

What was life like in Ancient Greece? Look at the types of jobs, art, 
entertainment, houses and other 
buildings the Greeks used. Investigate 
significant events for the Ancient 
Greeks.  

To know what life was like for an 
ordinary person in ancient greece and 
to contrast the lifestyles between rich 
people and poor people.  
 

Art- draw images of people in their 
roles/daily living. 
Drama - Role play activities to 
demonstrate life in Ancient Greece. 
Literacy - Write a report to show the 
contrast of lifestyle in rich and poor. 
Art - Make a model Greek village, and 
make models of some of the famous 
buildings and landmarks.  

What were some significant events in 
the history of the Greek Empire?  

Learn about the birth of the Olympic 
Games. Learn about the introduction 
of coin currency and the Age of 
Pericles. Alexander the Great and the 
downfall of Athens 

To know about the Greek Empire, how 
it was established and maintained and 
the impact on the wider world. 

PE -Design own ideas for Olympic 
games. 
Maths - Explore currency from Ancient 
Greek time and compare to other 
modern day currencies. 
Geography - What does Athens look 



 

like today? Are there any pieces of 
evidence left to help us understand 
about this Ancient civilization? 

What were some key battles during 
the time of the Ancient Greeks? 

Learn about the war between Athens 
and Sparta. Look at the life of a 
spartan warrior and compare the 
lifestyles of someone living in Athens 
vs someone living in Sparta.  

To know about the different ruling 
styles of Athens and Sparta: 
Democracy vs Oligarchy  

Drama - Use role play and hot seating 
to explore the thoughts and feelings of 
Athenians and Spartans.  
 

What was the writing system like in 
Ancient Greece and what are the 
famous Ancient Greek stories? 

To find out about what the Ancient 
Greek people would write about. Find 
out about their writing system. Why 
was writing so important to the 
Ancient Greeks? Research Greek 
writers or stories. 

To understand the Ancient Greek 
writing system and know some well-
known Greek writers and stories. 

Literacy - Write own Ancient Greek 
story.  
ICT - Design own game based on a 
Greek myth. 

What were the religious beliefs of the 
Greek people? 

Show a  Greek Gods PowerPoint.  
Discuss similarities and differences 
with gods from other religions/ 
civilisations. What sort of things might 
the Ancient Greeks have believed?  

To understand the religious beliefs of 
the Ancient Greek people and know 
some of the gods they worshipped. 

ICT/Literacy - Research more about 
Greek Gods and create a fact file for 
each 

Who were the famous Greek authors?  Read and learn about Aesop’s fables. 
Look at some of Homer’s poetry. 

To understand the Ancient Greek 
writing system and know some well-
known Greek writers and stories 
 

Literacy - Write a story with a moral in 
the style of Aesop. Write some poetry 
based on study of Homer 
ICT- Create a class collection of 
different fables or poems to publish on 
the school website 

What was Greek pottery like? How do artefacts help us to work out 
what life was like in the past. Why 
were Greek vases used? Why were 
they important? Discuss materials, 
patterns and uses. Greek vase design 
and make own using pots and paints. 

To research and describe an important 
Ancient Greek artefact: Vases 

Literacy - Write a set of instructions as 
to how to make a Greek vase.  
Maths - explore patterns/symmetry. 
 

Y4 Roman Britain 

Where are  the Romans on a 
timeline? 
 

 To know when the Roman Empire was 
active and to understand where The 
Romans fit in on a timeline compared 

Art - Create a picture based timeline to 
represent the Romans 
ICT - create an interactive PowerPoint 



 

Which countries were taken over 

by the Romans and where did it all 

start?  Locate the UK on a world 

map.  Locate Italy. Identify the 

areas covered by the Empire. 

What does ‘conquered’ mean? 

to the Greeks and Egyptians presentation to give information on 
where the Romans fit on a timeline.  

How and why did The Romans 
invade Britain? What do the words 
‘invade’ and ‘settle’ mean? 

Julius Caesar's attempted invasion in 
55-54BC  
Use research skills to find out about 
Julius Caesar. Why was he famous and 
what would you like to find out?  
 

To understand what is meant by the 
terms ‘settle’ and ‘invade’ and to know 
how the Romans invaded Britain and 
their reasons behind it.  

Geography - Explore rivers, natural 
resources etc that can affect 
settlements.  
 
Speaking and listening: Play a tabletop 
game involving settlements and natural 
resources. Discover which locations are 
the best for settlements and resources.  

Where were the main Roman 
settlements located in the UK? 

Research and understand the size 

and structure of Hadrian’s Wall as it 

was when it was first built.  Do 

children know anything about 

Hadrian’s wall? Research key 

settlements such as Arbeia.   
 

To know about some key Roman 
settlements including local settlements 
such as Arbeia 

Art - Make a model of a Roman 
settlement based on Arbeia 
Geography/ICT - create a map of some 
of the main roman settlements around  
Trip - Roman Fort - Arbeia 

What was the Roman way of life 
like? 

Investigate how life was different for 
rich and for poor people. Look at the 
types of houses and other examples of 
Roman architecture. 

To know what life was like for a Roman 
living in Rome during the time of the 
Empire. To understand the day to day 
life of a Roman citizen living in Britain.  

DT - build a Roman house/piece of 
Roman architecture. 

Who was Boudicca? What was her life like? How did her life 
change after her husband’s death? 
How did she react? Why is she 
remembered today? 

To know about Boudicca and some of 
the key events in her life. 

Drama - children to play differing roles 
in the time of Boudicca. From their 
perspective children role play how they 
felt about the events in this time. 

Why were settlements built in their 
locations? How did the 
environment help? 

Learn about the importance of rivers 
for building a settlement. Look at how 
settlements built up around rivers 
change over time. Investigate change 

To understand how land formation and 
natural resources influence the building 
of settlements.  

Art - Draw some sketches of an early 
roman settlement built up around a 
river. Compare this with a sketch of the 
same area at a later date, referencing 



 

over time using the RIver Tyne as an 
example.  

sources.  

What were the similarities and 
differences between the Roman 
and Celtic Way of life? 

Learn about the Celt way of life and 
compare this with what we have 
learned about the Romans. Learn about 
who the Celts were and where they 
came from.  

To be able to compare and contrast the 
day to day life of a Roman and a Celt. 
To know the similarities and 
differences. 

Speaking and Listening: Use Role play 
to explore similarities and differences 
between the two groups.  

What was the Roman number 
system? 

Investigate Roman Numerals.  
To understand and be able to use 
Roman numerals.  

Numeracy- Look at numerals on clocks 
and  

IN YEAR 5, OUR HISTORY ‘BIG PICTURE’ IS: BRITAIN’S SETTLEMENT BY ANGLO-SAXONS AND SCOTS; LOCAL HISTORY STUDY SAXONS AND VIKINGS; EARTH AND 
BEYOND: THE SPACE RACE 

IN Y5, OUR LESSONS WILL FOCUS 
UPON: 

Y5 MAIN ACTIVITIES Y5 LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Y5 POSSIBLE CROSS CURRICULAR 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Why did the Romans leave Britain? Identify era on timelines; view maps of 

extent of Roman occupation and 

threats from the East - Explain the 

cause and consequence of the collapse 

of the Western Empire. Consider 

primary and secondary sources –

Consider perspective of event on a 

range of people - sort opinion cards, 

recognise change and continuity. 

To use a range of sources to draw 

conclusions. 

  

To order events chronologically. 

Writing opportunity: Children to be a 

5th century newspaper journalist 

reporting on the withdrawal. 

  

English: Look at statue of Honorius and 

write the letter from Honorius 

withdrawing from Britain 

 

Geography: Map work 

  

What were the consequences upon 

Britain when the Romans left? 

What can we learn from ‘The Ruin’ as a 

historical source of enquiry? 

To consider evidence from literary 

sources. 

·         Reading comprehension - legend 

Who came to Britain after the Migration v invasion/ push v pull To use a range of sources to draw ·         ICT: Research – place names 



 

Romans left? Where did they come 

from? 

factors. Who had the Romans been 

defending this country against? The 

Picts from up north – look at what we 

know about them from the stone 

symbols – interpretation; place names 

– evidence. 

conclusions. ·         Geography – settlement/land use 

What is meant by the Dark Ages? Is the term a fair one? Watch video clip 

of difference of opinion of two 

historians – create a for and against 

argument. 

To understand opposing points of view. ·         Speaking & Listening: prepare 

and present an argument 

King Arthur: Myth or Legend? Considering evidence: What can we 

prove? 

To understand and identify features of 

myths and legends and to draw 

information from them. 

·         ADT: Drawing characters from 

myth and legend in the style of a 

variety of illustrators 

Did the Saxons invade, or were they 

invited? 

Use the legend of Vortigern, Hengist & 

Horsa (explore through literacy) Relate 

to Welsh myths & legends-research- 

why is there a dragon on the Welsh 

flag? 

To investigate what legends tell us 

about local history 

·         Reading/Writing opportunity: 

Legends of Vortigen, Hengist & Horsa 

How do we know about the events 

of the era? 

Profile Geoffrey of Monmouth, St 

Gildas and Saint Bede – identify the 

significance of the local area and look 

at ‘The Saxon Chronicles’ 

To investigate Anglo Saxons in the local 

area. 

·         ADT: Illuminated lettering 

Who came to Britain after the 

Romans left? 

Sutton Hoo - Who was the man in the 

ship? Look at images of treasure – carry 

out a ship burial, marking out the site in 

the yard and honouring the king with 

To explain what the artefacts found at 

Sutton Hoo were able to tell us about 

Anglo Saxons. 

·         Speaking & Listening: Role Play – 

burial ceremony 

·         ADT: Observational drawing – 

artefacts. 



 

copies of the treasure known to have 

been excavated. Who put it in the tomb 

and why? Role play ceremony. 

What was life like as an Anglo 

Saxon? 

  

Anglo Saxon Day: Focus on village life. 

Children to independently research 

settlement, clothes, food, hierarchy 

and jobs Play settlement game, make 

jewellery, make food,  draw in the style 

of celtic art, be entertained (with 

Beowulf) explore a mobius band 

(Hengist & Horsa link) 

To describe life as an Anglo Saxon ·         ICT: Design write and debug 

Anglo Saxon programmes 

·         Food Technology: Recreate Anglo 

Saxon recipes 

·         Geography: settlement and land 

use 

How do we know where 

settlements existed? 

Record maps, Search for  Anglo Saxon 

place names on modern maps, The 

heptarchy 

To investigate modern maps and place 

names for historical links. 

·         ICT: Use search technologies 

effectively 

·         Geography: Map work 

What was the significance of our 

locality during Saxon times?   

Pagan gods and the he spread of 

Christianity; the golden age of 

Northumbria; Christianity links around 

the region, (Iona, Bamburgh, Whitby, 

Jarrow, Monkwearmouth) Local saints. 

View the Codex and remind children of 

the links to our school and the New 

Children’s Codex. Create a page in 

illuminated script. 

To investigate the Anglo Saxons in our 

locality. 

·         Visit to Bedesworld 

·         ADT: Illuminated lettering 



 

Who were the Vikings and when 

did they arrive in Britain? 

Viking Timeline. What can children 

glean from research and books? Order 

the events and add their own to a 

timeline. 

To order historical events 

chronologically. 

·         English: Victorious 

Vikings: Reading 

comprehension activity. 

·         Geography/Map work – 

where did the Vikings come 

from? 

  

Why did the Vikings come to 

Britain? 

Viking raids – from a Viking viewpoint. 

Why did the Vikings raid other 

countries? (Map work – description of 

a raid.) 

Where did the Vikings travel from and 

to? Why? (Raiders/Traders/Settlers) 

To consider reasons for Viking travel 

(Raiding/trading/settling). 

·         English: Poster – who were the 

Vikings? 

How did the Vikings Travel? Viking Long Boats. How did the Vikings 

travel so far from their homelands? 

What was innovative about Viking 

ships? How do we know about the 

ships? Why were Viking ships so 

effective? Draw and label. 

To look at the features of Viking long 

boats and consider their effectiveness. 

·         ADT: Design and construct a 

model of a Viking long boat. 

·         English: Reading Comprehension 

activity. Viking Ships 

When did Vikings come to Britain to 

raid and to stay? 

Order Viking raids chronologically. 

Discuss reasons for settlement 

  

To order historical events 

chronologically.  And consider reason 

for settlement. 

·         Geography: Settlement/Land use 

Who was King Alfred and what 

impact did he have? 

Research King Alfred. Where did he 

rule? How did he keep the Vikings out? 

  

To learn about an historical figure and 

consider their motives for action. 

·         Geography: Map work 

What did the Vikings believe about Viking Gods. Trading card game. To find out about Viking Gods and ·         ADT: Design asset of trading 



 

the afterlife? Identify the important characteristics 

of each God to add to cards. 

  

Viking beliefs. cards on Viking Gods 

What is the job of an 

archaeologist? 

How were Vikings buried? The job of 

an archaeologist. What would be left 

behind? 

Viking runes – writing (Art activity) 

  

To consider the job of an archaeologist. 

How do they draw conclusions from 

evidence? 

·         ADT: Runes - printing 

What was the Space Race and how 

did it affect perceptions of the 

Earth in space? 

Yuri Gagarin: Who was he? Why was 

his achievement significant 

Neil Armstrong: How had tings 

improved to enable him to make his 

journey? What did this mean for  

America? 

To understand the impact of scientific 

and technological advancements on 

history. 

  

To research and report significant 

historical events. 

·         Science: Earth & Beyond 

·         English: Report writing 

·         Art: Peter Thorpe 

Who is Tim Peake and what did he 

achieve? 

Tim Peake – the ISS. What 

advancements have been made in 

science to allow humans to exist in 

space? 

To research and report significant 

historical events. Sources of evidence: 

podcasts/reports/ 

·         ICT: Internet research 

·         Science: Earth & Beyond 

·         English: Report writing 

What is the role of women in 

history? 

Valentina Tereshkova/Helen 

Sharman/Eileen Collins: What was their 

role in the history of space 

exploration? How have their 

achievements been ignored. (Link: 

International Women’s Day) 

To understand the achievement of 

women in history. 

·         ICT: Internet research 

·         English Reading Comprehension – 

Eileen Collins 

·         Science: Earth & Beyond 



 

IN YEAR 6, OUR HISTORY ‘BIG PICTURE’ IS: A STUDY OF AN ASPECT OF BRITISH HISTORY THAT EXTENDS CHRONOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE BEYOND 1066: BRITAIN 
AT WAR: In depth study of The Great War / Overview of national defence over time 

IN Y6, OUR LESSONS WILL FOCUS 
UPON: 

Y6 MAIN ACTIVITIES Y6 LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Y6 POSSIBLE CROSS CURRICULAR 

OPPORTUNITIES 

When was WW1 and why did it 
happen? 

Investigate meaning and concepts of 
Militarism, Alliance, Imperialism & 
Nationalism 

To know the chronology of the 
significant event ofWW1 in time; 
understand a range of abstract  terms 

Reading - for research 
IT – various historical film links 
Speaking and listening 
Geography – map interpretation 

What was the ‘trigger’ that led to the 
outbreak of WW1? 

To identify and record the sequence of 
events through interpretation of video 
reconstruction of the assassination of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand. 

To know of and be able to retell a key 
incident; to be able to make links of 
cause and consequence; to develop 
skills of evaluation and interpretation 

Writing – newspaper report; Historical 
recount 

What was Britain’s response to the 
war? 

To explore and analyse war time 
posters and propaganda language; to 
know of Kitchener’s campaign and be 
able to use to ask and answer 
historical questions 

To understand some reasons why 
young men volunteered for service 

English – interrogate and write 
persuasive texts; design posters 

What was it like to fight in the war? To use maps to identify where and 
when main battles took place; to 
know what is meant by ‘trench-
warfare and to investigate conditions 
in the trenches through letters and 
diaries of soldiers 

To gain factual knowledge of some of 
the main events of the war; to use 
written and visual evidence to 
interpret and evaluate. 

English – interrogate visual images and 
texts  (including war poetry) writing 
description, narrative and poetry 
Geography – location of places in 
Europe and the wider world 

How is WW1 remembered? To select from a range of resources 
including war poetry in order to 
interpret and communicate events of 
the past (lead Remembrance Day 
assembly)  

To understand the sacrifice of many; 
to understand ‘commemoration’ and 
the response of society to national and 
international events.  

Speaking and listening; drama; reading 
and learning poetry – language focus 
Art: View and reproduce trench art 

What led to the outbreak of WW2? To use visual and audio primary 
source information to know how the 
war began. To consider reasons for 
the outbreak of war within the context 
of the time. 

To know some factual information 
regarding the rise of Germany and be 
able to name key personalities (eg 
Chamberlain, Churchill); To begin to 
understand connections between 
political, military and social history 

English / IT Research – biography 
Speaking and listening – radio 
speeches 



 

How did WW2 differ from WW1? To use images, maps to make 
comparisons and draw conclusions 
regarding similarities and differences 
between the wars – in particular 
aspects such as design and efficiency 
of weaponry, aircraft, naval vessels 
etc; propaganda between WW1 & 
WW2; the impact of air strikes on 
Britain WW2 as opposed to trench 
warfare in WW1 

To be able to compare and identify 
similarities and differences over time 
in the context of the study, and be 
able to sequence aspects of  the 
development of technology and 
change in the everyday life of men, 
women and children 

English:  Role play – evacuation 
Geography: Compare impact of war 
around the UK – contrast country and 
town experiences 
Maths: Data crunch statistical 
information 
DT – compare and test shelter designs 

How was our local area involved in 
the war? What is the DLI? 

Enquiry and interpretation; Invite the 
DLI into school for hands on primary 
source workshop investigation using 
both artefacts and documents 

Handle and evaluate evidence - 
primary sources (including letters and 
diaries); Generate historical questions 
and answers. 

Role play - marching 
 

How and when did the war end? Compare and contrast the way key 
events of WW1 and WW2 were 
reported – use film clips and 
newspaper reports; research and 
describe a key event eg ‘The Battle of 
Britain’, Dunkirk, D-Day and VE day. 

To know dates and places of key 
battles; evaluate sources of enquiry; 
relate to National remembrance 
events 

Contextualise class text eg Letters 
from the Lighthouse / When Hitler 
stole Pink Rabbit / Machine Gunners 

What is the legacy of WW2? Compare maps of Europe over time; 
Field visit to local cemetery to explore 
local war graves and cenotaph. 
Investigate immediate and longer 
term aftermath - political, economic 
and social in post-war reconstruction -  
eg Beveridge’s ‘five giants’ 

Primary source evidence – identify and 
compare service men data; Link to 
economic and trade agreements, the 
origin of the EU, the development of 
social housing, the origin of the NHS; 
change/continuity of aspects of society 
eg the role of women 

Art – images of/from war 
Geography – compare new borders; 
understand reasons for change in 
society – human geography 

How did Britain defend herself 
between 1066 and 1914 and how did 
this change over time? 

Timeline – identify prior knowledge of 
eras studied (eg Romans, Anglo 
Saxons) Enter a brief overview of eras 
between 1066 and 1914. Match dates 
to images of soldiers, weapons, ships 
and machinery to illustrate. Apply 
recognition of advances in technology 
to order and sequence chronologically 

Know and understand that Britain as 
an island has a rich maritime history 
and the importance of the armed 
forces in defence over time. Develop 
skills of interpretation and enquiry. 
 
Possible visit to warship Trincomalee 
at Hartlepool Historic Quay 

Cc art interpretation of eg Tate Gallery 
images of sea battles 
Cc paint/draw  



 

 


