
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Head Teacher - David Alexander BA (Hons); MSc 

Our Ref: DJA|RCL|002                             
 

1st April 2020 
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
Year 11 and Year 13: Next steps 
 
We know that you must be concerned and somewhat confused by the recent events which have led to examinations being 
cancelled.  We have therefore set out all the relevant information to date below, so that you know what we are doing to 
support you and your child. 
 
At Rednock School, we are utterly determined to get the best outcome for your child; we want every single one of our Year 
11 and our Post-16 cohort to get to where they want to be next year. We are actively collecting data from recent work and 
recognising potential in establishing predicted grades which can be validated because of a solid evidence base. 
 
GCSE and A-Level Qualifications 
 
Since the announcement of the cancellation of the summer’s public examinations, our aim has been to ensure that the 
affected students can move on as planned to the next stage of their lives.  It is crucial to us that all students are awarded a 
grade which fairly reflects the work that they have put in. 
 
This week, we are expecting an announcement from Ofqual (The Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation) 
outlining how students' grades will be awarded in the absence of the examinations.  Initial indications suggest that there will 
also be an option to sit an exam early in the next academic year for students who wish to do so.  
 
The following links, published by the Department for Education, provide more detailed information: 
 
• Further update on 2020 exams - (26th March 2020) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-update-on-2020-exams 
 

• Coronavirus (COVID-19): cancellation of GCSEs, AS and A levels in 2020 - (20th March 2020) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020 

 
We know this period of uncertainty continues to be a cause of anxiety for many of our students in Years 11 and 13.  We will 
endeavour to keep you fully informed of the situation and will explain how grades are going to be awarded as soon as we 
have received this detail. 
 
Year 11  
 
We would like all our students in Year 11 to stay in touch, check their emails and to maintain the rhythm and momentum of 
learning just as they would have been doing in school at this critical time up until the end of May. It is really important that 
students complete the work set by their teachers for the following reasons: 
 

• The exam boards may ask for recent evidence demonstrating students’ qualities in each subject; 

• This is an opportunity to lay down strong foundations and it will ensure they have the essential life-long skills in literacy 
and numeracy; 

• It is important that they continue to develop their resilience and get ready for the next stage of their learning; 
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• The self-discipline they exercise now in managing their own learning will prepare them for further independent study or 
the workplace; 

• They should regularly exercise their minds and keep their brains active; they should continue to be curious and pursue 
new lines of inquiry and cultivate areas of interest; 

• We want them all to be confident and successful independent learners who enjoy learning for learning’s sake; 

• They cannot afford to be passive: 6 months is too long to do nothing and it is important we all maintain routines. 
 

In Term 5, teachers will set work that will focus on preparing students for their new post-16 courses e.g. A-Level and BTEC 
courses.  We will be sending out study packs for all our courses that will help prepare and ensure that students can ‘hit the 
ground running’ in September.  This work will be assessed in Term 1 and will lay the foundations for future success on A level 
and BTEC courses.  The initial assessments in Year 12 will provide an indication of a students’ suitability for specific courses 
with regards to acquired subject knowledge and demonstrating key skills. Therefore it is important that students complete 
the study packs to ensure that they have the opportunity to perform to the best of their ability in these assessments.   
 
Rednock staff are keen to support students and want to ensure they have the breadth of knowledge and depth of 
understanding that will enable them to progress seamlessly into the next stage of their learning. Without doing this now they 
will fall behind their peers. 
 
Post-16 Provision 
 
We have had several communications from different post-16 providers regarding their interview processes now that schools 
and colleges are closed. They have told us they are in the process of contacting the people who have applied to them for 
September, either via email or by telephone. Students in Year 11 should keep a watch on the contact email they provided in 
their applications. If students haven’t had any contact by the Easter holidays, we recommend they contact the post-16 
provider directly. Students should let Mr Cheeseman know if they need any assistance.  
 
We have a legal obligation to keep an accurate record of where all Year 11 students go following the completion of their GCSE 
studies, for a period of three years.  Nationally, all schools must collect post-16 destination details for its students and a future 
contact email address. We will therefore be contacting our ‘Class of 2020’ periodically over the next three years to update 
our records. 
 
For students who have applied and attended an interview for a place in Rednock 6th Form, Mr Cheeseman will be writing to 
those, individually, to confirm their place and invite them to an induction day in the summer. 
 
For those students who have not applied for Rednock 6th Form a letter will follow asking for the student to confirm their 
destination from September 2020 and will include the option to apply for Rednock 6th form if required. 
 
Year 11 Celebration Events 
  
Year 11 Prom 
  
Students in Year 11 have understandably been concerned that their normal school leaving activities may not be able to take 
place. It is our intention to go ahead with the Year 11 Prom as planned.  However, we cannot give firm assurances about 
anything as I am sure you can appreciate at this time.  We will revisit this after the Easter Holidays. 
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Celebration Day 
  
We hope that in the fullness of time when this pandemic has passed we will be able to say goodbye to Year 11 students 
properly and formally. We plan to hold a KS4 Awards /Celebration event in the future to commend Year 11 students on their 
5 years of student success at Rednock School.  When it is safe to do so, we will celebrate together. 
  
‘Class of 2020’ Hoodies 
  
Leavers’ hoodies are still available to purchase directly via the company ‘Batemans Sports’. Please click on the link below to 
take you through to their website. 
  
https://www.batemanssports.co.uk/schools-colleges/secondary-schools/rednock 
  
Hoodies will be delivered to the school, and will be handed out to those who have purchased them when the school has 
reopened. Please make sure when ordering you select “CLICK & COLLECT” to avoid any carriage charges! 
  
We have extended the deadline for all hoodie orders; the final deadline is now Thursday 30th April 2020. Orders CANNOT be 
added after this date. 
 
School Photographs 
  
For those of you who have ordered school photographs, I can confirm that they have been delivered to the school directly. 
We will be advising students to collect their photographs once the lockdown has been lifted and the school has reopened. 
  
Over the course of the coming weeks and months, we will ensure students and parents/carers are kept up to date with any 
developments as they arise.  
  
Locker Keys 
 
We appreciate that many students in Year 11 have lockers at the school.  Once we know a little more about how long this 
period of restriction of movement will last, we will contact students with instructions for clearing these out and returning 
keys. 
 
I do hope that this information gives you and your children a little more reassurance about the future and what we, at Rednock 
School, are doing to vouchsafe the next step. We will keep you informed on a regular basis about developments which affect 
your children. We fully understand your concerns; we will work with you to make the transition to the next step as easy as it 
can be given the circumstances. 
 
Please take care of yourselves, 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr D Alexander   
Head Teacher 
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