
 

Head Teacher - David Alexander BA (Hons); MSc 

Our Ref: DJA|NMO|460                          19th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 Update 19th March 2020 
 
I am sure that you were as disappointed as I was upon hearing the news about the closure of schools last night.  However, I can 
assure you that Rednock School will respond proactively to support your children through these challenging times. As a school 
community, we will remain buoyant and supportive acting as a resource for students and staff.  
 
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement yesterday school will close at 3pm on Friday until further notice. This could be 
long term – possibly weeks or months.  We have prepared for this by providing online learning resources: please ensure that 
your child can access Show My Homework and that there is an internet connection at home.  If you do not have internet 
connection, please do contact the School immediately and we will supply paper copies of all of the work. If you have any 
questions during the closure, please email admin@rednockschool.org.uk or ring 07714 770323. 
 
It is expected that all students log in daily to Show My homework and complete the work which has been set by every class 
teacher.  
 
Rednock School will remain open to vulnerable students and those children of key workers; if you are a key worker (please see 
the definitions which I sent out in yesterday’s letter 19th March2020) please let us know immediately.  At this stage we do not 
know how many children will attend as we may have to take other students who do not attend Rednock.  Vulnerable students 
and their parents/carers will be contacted over the next two days to offer provision here.   
 
We are talking to local primary schools to coordinate our response and our resources / facilities.  We are actively looking into 
food vouchers for Free School Meals children as well as using our kitchens to provide the meals.  
 
There will be NO exams this summer.  This will be devastating for students.  The government is working with exam boards to 
ensure that students in Year 11, 12 and 13 are not disadvantaged and achieve the qualifications that they need to progress to 
the next stage of their lives and that all the hard work our students and teachers have already put in is properly rewarded.  We 
have secured accurate and detailed assessments in preparation for this.  
 
Long term closure may well affect student well-being; we are offering drop in sessions at school for those who are particularly 
vulnerable.  I will send you details of these and how to access them over the next few days.  It is important that we all reassure 
the students – especially those in years 11, 12 and 13 who will be upset.  
 
With regards to Year 11 and 13 celebration day and Prom, we will hold a special event for the leavers but later in the year. We 
are not intending to hold it on Friday 20th March when it will be too rushed and significant numbers are absent.  We also are 
mindful of not hosting large numbers of students together.  
 
Today when briefed the staff and had individual conversations with the students, I was struck by the strength of our community. 
Their resilience and positivity that we can work effectively around this extraordinary set of circumstances is wonderful to 
experience.  It will be enormously hard for all of us, especially you as parents/carers given the circumstances.  We will do 
whatever we can as a ‘school of the community for the community.  
 
Take care,  
 
Yours sincerely 
Mr D Alexander 
Head Teacher 
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Dursley 

Gloucestershire GL11 4BY 
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