
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is the 16-19 Bursary Fund? 
 
The fund is made available from the government through its funding body – Education and Skills Funding Agency 
(ESFA) for 16–18 year olds – to provide financial support to help students overcome specific financial barriers to 
participation so they can remain in education. 
There are 2 types of 16 to 19 bursaries: 

- Bursaries for defined vulnerable groups of up to £1200 per year 
- Discretionary bursaries to meet individual needs, for example, help with the cost of transport, meals, books 

and equipment. 
 
 
Who is eligible for discretionary 16-19 Bursary Funding? 
 
Students following government (ESFA) funded full time or part-time courses that are subject to inspection by a 
public body that assures quality (e.g. Ofsted), who are 16 years and over and satisfy the following criteria:- 

 

 Students who are economically or socially disadvantaged and at risk of not taking up or continuing in their 
education. 

 Students aged 16 and over but under 19 at 31 August 2019. 

 Students aged 19 or over are only eligible to receive a discretionary bursary if they are continuing on a study 
programme they began aged 16-18 or have an EHCP. 

 Students must meet the residency criteria outlined by ESFA 
 
 
Who is eligible for vulnerable group 16-19 Bursary Funding? 

 Students in care 

 Care leavers 

 Students in receipt of Income Support or Universal Credit in their own right because they are financially 
supporting themselves or financially supporting themselves and someone who is dependent on them and 
living with them, such as a child or partner. 

 Students in receipt of Employment & Support Allowance or Universal Credit and Disability Living or 
Personal Independence Payments in their own right. 
 

 
Who is not eligible for 16-19 Bursary Funding? 
 

 Students under 16 years of age or over 19 years of age on the 31st August 2019; 
 

 Students who do not meet the residency qualifications. 
 

 Asylum seekers generally (but there are some exceptions) 
 

 Students on apprenticeship programmes, or any waged training, are employed, rather than in education. They 
are not eligible for help from the 16 to 19 Bursary Fund. 

 

 Students on traineeships programme are non-waged. They are eligible to apply for help from the 16 to 19 
Bursary Fund as long as all the other eligibility criteria are met. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rednock School 
 

16–19 Bursary Fund Policy 
2019-20 

 



How does the School assess applications and allocate 16-19 Bursary Funding? 
 
The 16-19 Bursary Fund is a limited fund and the School will prioritise allocation. Students need to apply by the 
27th September 2019 with supporting documentation.  The Remissions Panel will consider new applications 
throughout the year.  You must notify the school of any change in circumstances that might affect the continuation 
of the grant. 
In the event of an emergency, you should talk to Mr Cheeseman as grants may be awarded in extreme cases 
outside of the published Panel meetings. 
 
Evidence of Eligibility 
 

 Universal Credit (formerly Income Support). A copy of their Universal Credit or Income Support award 
notice. 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit 

 Child Tax Credit, provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit, and have an annual income (as 
assessed by HM Revenue & Customs) that does not exceed £16,190. 

 Working Tax Credit ‘run-on’ – the payment you may receive for a further four weeks after you stop 
qualifying for Working Tax Credit. 

 
Students who fall into one of the following categories: 
 

 Have a gross annual household income of below £16,190 and are eligible for Free School Meals. Please note 
that if a student is in receipt of Free School Meals, the amount of the grant may be reduced. 

 Parents in receipt of Universal Credit. 

 In receipt of personal independence payments. 

 Any exceptional circumstances, e.g., where a student is providing care to a sick or disabled relative. 
 
Students will be eligible for funding (amount dependant on the number of eligible applications) to contribute 
towards the cost of transport, essential course equipment, trips, uniforms, materials, etc.) 
 
Payments will be made in the last week of term.  There will be six payments in the academic year.  These will be 
dependent on meeting the agreed attendance, achievement and conduct criteria.  The first payment will be made 
by the first day of October half term – 28th October 2019. 
 
The School reserves the right to also make one off payments to meet particular needs. 
 
If you think you may be eligible for a bursary then it is wise to ensure that you have opened your own bank 
account as payments are made directly to students. 
 
All 16-18 learners who attend the 6th Form who are, or whose parents are, in receipt of eligible benefits, 
can apply for Free School Meals. Applications should be made to Gloucestershire County Council and 
can be done online via the Gloucestershire County Council website – Education & Learning – Transport 
and Free School Meals. 
 
For advice please speak to Mr B Cheeseman – Assistant Headteacher, to your tutor or go to 
www.directgov.uk/16-19bursary 
 
Apply by the 28th September 2019 to ensure that, if you are eligible, you are able to claim the maximum 
amount that could be available to you. 
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