
 
 
December 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As the festive season fast approaches, we wanted to make you aware of a number of things 
happening at the end of this term and in the New Year. As you know, we will take possession 
of our new building and there are a significant number of things happening over the holiday 
period in order that learning can resume from Thursday 9th January, when all pupils return 
to school. There are a small number of Year 13 pupils with external examinations on 
Wednesday 8th January and arrangements will be made for those pupils to take their 
examinations as per their examination timetable. 
 
Community Carol Concert 
 
Our Community Carol Concert will take place at 7:00 pm on Wednesday 18th December 
2019 in the Sports Hall. This event is one of the highlights of the school calendar, enabling 
us to celebrate the significance of Christmas through song, music, readings and drama. We 
would like to invite as many parents/carers and people from our community to join us as 
possible. To secure tickets, please contact the school on 0191 4960026.  
 
Christmas Jumper Days - Wednesday 18th and Friday 20th December 2019 
 
We have invited our pupils to wear Christmas jumpers on the day of the Carol Service and 
on the last day of term. We ask for a £1 donation from each family for this, which will be 
collected in tutor time. All monies raised will go towards our chosen charities, Mind, 
Alzheimer’s Support and Whickham School. 
 
End of Term Arrangements 
 
There will be a shorter lunchtime on the last day of term, finishing at 12.50pm. Following a 
brief tutorial session with tutors, pupils will be dismissed at 12.55pm. Scholars’ bus services 
will be leaving school at 1.05pm. Pupils in Years 11-13 who wish to leave site for lunch at 
12.25pm as normal will not be required to return.   
 
On the afternoon of Friday 20th December, a number of systems will be decommissioned in 
preparation for the move to the new building. This will mean that the school is without email, 
telephone lines or access to a number of our day to day systems. An emergency mobile 
phone number will be published on the school website and emailed out to parents/carers 
during the last week of term should you need to contact the school on that afternoon or on 
Monday 23rd December.  
 
Preparation for January 
 
We hope that all of our pupils will have a good opportunity to rest and refresh themselves 
over the Christmas holidays. I would also like to thank all our parents/carers for their support 
with homework and, for pupils in Years 11 and 13, with revision for the mocks that have 
recently been completed. The work done at home really does help embed classroom based 



learning and is a crucial part of deepening your son/daughter’s understanding of their 
subjects.  
 
The School will re-open for all pupils on Thursday 9th January 2020. All pupils will be 
issued with new timetables and most pupils will also relocate to a new tutor room. In order 
to facilitate a purposeful start to the term, we will require all pupils to line up in tutor groups 
on the astroturf pitch at 8.40am on the first day back. Pupils will then be escorted to new 
rooms and, during periods 1 and 2, have an assembly and tour of the new building. This will 
ensure pupils are familiar with the layout and where particular lessons will take place as well 
as new routines for the new building. 
 
Parents’/Carers’ Evenings for Years 8 and 11 will take place in the new school build during 
January and February.  Letters will be sent home in due course, highlighting the new 
arrangements for these evenings. 
 
Uniform 
 
Pupils are aware that our uniform code should be adhered to at all times. During the winter 
months, particular attention should be given to warm, waterproof clothing (all of which should 
be in keeping with the school policy on colour and style which is in planners and on the 
school’s website). Hoodies and sweatshirts are not acceptable and pupils will be asked to 
remove them. Persistent and deliberate breaches of the uniform policy will result in 
confiscation of inappropriate items. Trainers / trainer type shoes, plimsolls or flimsy shoes 
are not acceptable at any time. 
 
If we do have several centimetres of snow or particularly poor weather, it may be necessary 
for pupils to wear some more appropriate footwear, i.e. wellington boots, in which to walk to 
school. If this is the case, you should ensure that your child has their uniform school shoes 
in a bag to change upon arrival at school. I will make sure that any such relaxation of our 
normal expectation is communicated to you on our website, the school gateway app and 
Twitter, however, I would not wish for you to refrain from using your good judgement when 
conditions clearly merit it.  
 
Equipment Packs 
 
Pupils should check that they have all of the items needed in their equipment packs and, if 
any replenishments are needed, the Finance Office hold stocks of each item. Purchases 
can be made every lunchtime. Equipment can also be ordered via the Class Charts app.   
 
Finally, as 2019 draws to a close, I would like to wish all of our pupils, parents/carers and 
staff a wonderfully happy and peaceful Christmas.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Steve Haigh 
Headteacher 


