
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              No. 1 – Spring Term 2019 
 

 
 

Welcome Prayer and Reflection 

 
Welcome to the first newsletter of our 
new family of academies.  Initially, we 
hope this will update colleagues on the 
progress being made towards the 
formation of St Francis and St Clare, 
as well as share key information and 
moments of celebration across all ten 
academies. Over time, newsletters 
and communications will evolve, with 
bespoke foci on quality of education 
and sharing best practice and 
opportunities. 

Any ideas, reports, photographs etc. 
would be welcomed in readiness for 
the next newsletter. 
Kindest wishes, 
 
Bhaksho and Toni 

Sometimes, in a transitory world that is encompassed 
by the pressure to conform, it is difficult to stand by 
your own beliefs, particularly if they are different to 
those around you. In times like these, you blend 
into the darkness and lose sight of your true self. It 
takes courage to stand out, especially if you cannot 
see an immediate result. 

However, if we can follow the example of St. Francis 
and St Clare and show courage in our decisions, 
our actions and our faith, then our candles will 
always burn brightly. With courage in our faith and 
in ourselves, we can influence, guide and inspire 
through our own leadership. 

Let us pray that we can each be a beacon of strength, 
standing firm and eternally lighting the darkness 
around us. Let us be a shining example of courage 
and stability to those who try to extinguish our lights. 
Clare McGarrigle, Deputy Head of Lower School at 
Our Lady and St Chad Catholic Academy

 
In this issue: 

 
MAC Progress So Far 

World Book Day 2019 

MAC Success Stories 

Forthcoming Events 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

ST FRANCIS AND ST CLARE 
 

 



Success 

 

 

January - February 
 

During January and February, Bhaksho and I have been grateful for the support of colleagues; in particular, 
Principals who have taken the time to share thoughts and introduce us to staff and children. 

 

Please see the actions completed so far: 
 

• Letter of introduction to all Principals. 
• Toni Ellis and Bhaksho Raj visited all schools and met Principals. 
• Timeline for the next 12 months discussed with Academy Leaders. 
• School improvement and communications philosophies for the future discussed with Principals. 
• Initial St Francis and St Clare branding and vision meetings. 
• Mr Matthew Jones appointed as IT Director for St Francis and St Clare. 
• Bhaksho and Toni met with other Catholic MACs to discuss future partnership work. 
• Support with ongoing confidential matters within all St Francis and St Clare schools. 
• Draft CPD opportunities with Ambition Leadership for St Francis and St Clare colleagues. 
• Draft 3 year Business and School Improvement structures commenced. 
• RSC Headteacher’s Board approved the creation of St Francis and St Clare MAC with Nursery at            

SS Mary & John Catholic Primary Academy (Joanne Hanslip) and the conversion to Academy status of 
St Bernadette’s Primary Catholic School in Wombourne. 

• Meeting with DC Pro regarding potential MAC wide data analysis and reporting (Primary). 
• Work to secure St Francis and St Clare as a legal entity: payroll, finance, pension, bank account, legal 

compliance… etc. 
• Various network, conference and partnership meetings. 

 

Next steps... 
During the next month, the priorities will be to continue with the legal work and preparation for SLAs and 
school improvement planning to enable effective budget setting with colleagues. We will commence 
conversations with Principals about ‘Values, Vision, Standardised – Aligned – Autonomous’ and key 
strengths across the new company.

  1st April 2019    2.30 pm    Associate Staff    St Bernadette's 
  1st April 2019    3.30 pm    Teaching Staff     St Bernadette's  
  3rd April 2019    2.30 pm    Associate Staff    OLSC 
  3rd April 2019    3.45 pm    Teaching Staff     OLSC 
  8th April 2019    2.30 pm    Associate Staff    Holy Rosary 
  8th April 2019    3.30 pm    Teaching Staff     Holy Rosary 
  9th April 2019    3.15 pm    Associate Staff    St Edmund's  
  9th April 2019    3.45 pm    Teaching Staff     St Edmund's 
10th April 2019    3.15 pm    Associate Staff    SS Mary and John's  
10th April 2019    3.30 pm    Teaching Staff     SS Mary and John's  
11th April 2019    2.30 pm    Associate Staff    Corpus Christi  
11th April 2019    3.30 pm    Teaching Staff     Corpus Christi 
 

Staff consultations will be taking 
place in our family of Catholic 
schools, which you have the 
opportunity to attend, prior to the 
end of the spring term (see table 
right). You will also have the 
opportunity to arrange 1:1 sessions 
on request via our Project Officer, 
Jennie Homer on 
jhomer@stedmunds.org or 
jhomer@olscmail.org.uk. 



 

Success 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Congratulations to St Michael’s Boys’ Cross 
Country Team for winning second place in the 
WASPS event, held at Tettenhall College on 2nd 
February 2019.  

 
 

 
 

  

 
 
              The elite dance group ‘Destruction’  
       (Our Lady and St Chad Catholic Academy) 
       successfully won the regional competition of the 
         Great Big Dance Off on Monday 25th February at 

The Alexandra Theatre in Birmingham. They also     
won National Street Dance Championships, last week. 

 
 

On January 26th - 27th, young adults across the Diocese answered the call of Pope Francis and 
served in mission projects serving their local community. Following this weekend of mission, local 
groups joined together on Sunday evening at SS Peter & Paul in Wolverhampton and celebrated the 
closing Mass of World Youth Day, enjoyed Panamanian food and tuned in to the Pope’s homily and 
the sights and sounds of Panama. Money raised from sponsors went to Tabor House to support their 
project with homeless people. 



Success 

 

 

 
 
 

      Section 48 
 

Short inspection of St Bernadette’s Catholic 
Primary School – The Inspector said, “Parents, 
staff and pupils were overwhelmingly positive 
about the school and its leaders …” 
HMI February 2019 reported, “Progress and 
standards in Reading, Writing and Mathematics 
at the end of Key Stage 2 are consistently high 
for the large majority of pupils as a result of 
strong teaching”. 

Section 48 report for Holy Rosary Catholic 
Primary Academy has now been published on 
the website and it makes fantastic reading. 

“It was a real celebration of the re-invigoration 
of the Catholicity of our school and I am very 
thankful for all the hard work of all the staff 
(particularly Kerry and Amy), as well as the 
attitude and application of our pupils”.  

Adam Jewkes. 
 
 

 
 

                          Another successful inspection has taken place. Well done to the community at St Michael’s Catholic 
                   Primary Academy and Nursery on continuing to be GOOD … “Pupils behave well in school. They are  
                   attentive in lessons and work hard … staff are proud to work at St Michael’s”. HMI March 2019            

 
West Midlands Floor & Vault Gymnastics Championships 

 

On Saturday 9th February 4 gymnasts represented St Edmund’s Catholic Academy, in the West 
Midlands Floor & Vault championships. They were a credit to the school, performing with such 
professionalism and flair. The team were placed first in the West Midlands U19 Floor and Vault! 
The team will now be the second St. Edmund’s team who will compete in the British Schools Gymnastics 
Floor & Vault Finals in May. Well done to all! 

 

  
 

 
St Teresa’s Catholic Primary Academy are very proud of three 
pupils who visited the Mayoral Parlour on Friday 15th March to 
collect their prizes for the recent Fair Trade Competition (above) 

A wonderful start to Lent, with Lenten Retreat Day, with one 
Life Music, at SS Mary and John’s Catholic Primary 
(above). Also congratulations to Year 5 who have been 
brilliantly engaged in African drumming lessons this term. 

Ofsted     
Short Inspection  

 

Section 8 Inspection  
 



Easter Mass Easter Mass  

 

 

             WORLD BOOK DAY 
 

We saw an incredible effort for World Book Day 2019; children were invited to come to school dressed as 
their favourite book characters, and they certainly didn’t disappoint. This very special day, highlighting 
how important reading is to our youngsters and their educational development, saw children, visitors 
and staff having an incredible fun day.   
Thank you to all those schools who submitted their photos, we hope you all enjoy them as much as we did! 

 
 

Corpus Christ Catholic Primary Academy Whole 
School Assembly (left) 

 
 

SS Peter and Paul Catholic Primary Academy &    
Nursery children showcasing their books (below) 

 

 
  

Holy Rosary Catholic Academy,           Children enjoying story time at St 
Princesses (above)           Mary’s Catholic Academy (above) 

The Literacy Leaders 
planned a fun-filled day 
at Our Lady and St 
Chad Catholic 
Academy.  
 
There was a competition 
and prizes for best 
dressed on  
the day. Lower School  
winner pictured right. 
 

 

 

Pupils from St 
Teresa’s 
Catholic 
Academy 
working hard 
and enjoying the 
day (left) 



Success 

 

 

During Lent, children from St Mary’s Catholic Primary Academy, 
will pray the ‘Stations of the Cross’ which is a 14-step Catholic 
devotion that commemorates Jesus’s last days on Earth as a man, 
either in church or school. The children have produced some 
fantastic art work depicting each of these stations which have been 
displayed around school. Photographs of their work are on the 
school Facebook page. We are so proud of it that we have shared 
it with the Archdiocese too! 
 
 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Procession of the Blessed Sacrament through the Streets 
 
A Corpus Christi Procession will take place for the whole of the Wolverhampton Deanery on: 
Sunday 23rd June 2019 at 4.00 pm 
The Procession will start at St Peter and St Paul’s Church and end at St Mary & St John’s Church, in 
Wolverhampton City Centre.   
 
 

St Edmund’s Whole 
School Production: 
Wednesday 10th April 
2019. 
Tickets £4 from 
Performing Arts Centre 
Doors open: 6.15 pm     
Starts 6.30 pm 
 



Easter Mass Easter Mass  

 

 

 EASTER SERVICES 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

) 
 

 

 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord (14th April) 
Saturday: 
5.00 pm    (Corpus Christi)    Blessing of Palms, Procession and Solemn Mass 
7.00 pm    (Our Lady’s)         Blessing of Palms, Solemn Entrance and Holy Mass 
 
Sunday: 
9.00 am    (Corpus Christi)    Blessing of Palms, Solemn Entrance and Holy Mass 
10.30 am  (Our Lady’s)         Blessing of Palms, Procession and Solemn Mass 
 
Monday in Holy Week 
9.15 am    (Corpus Christi)    Holy Mass 
6.15 pm    (Our Lady’s)         Holy Mass 
7.00 pm    (Our Lady’s)         Penitential Service 
 
Tuesday in Holy Week 
10.00 am  (Our Lady’s)         Holy Mass 
6.30 pm    (Our Lady’s)         Holy Mass 
7.00 pm    (Our Lady’s)         Stations of the Cross 
 
Wednesday in Holy Week 
10.00 am  (Our Lady’s)         Holy Mass 
6.30 pm    (Corpus Christi)    Holy Mass 
7.00 pm    (Corpus Christi)    Stations of the Cross 
 
Maundy Thursday 
7.30 pm    (Our Lady’s)         The Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Supper (followed by the Watch of the Passion) 
11.55 pm  (Our Lady’s)         Night Prayer 
 
Good Friday  
9.00 am    (Our Lady’s)         The Office of Readings and Morning Prayer 
3.00 pm    (Our Lady’s)         Święcenie pokarmów Wielkanochnych 
 
The Solemnity of the Resurrection of the Lord: Easter Day 
Saturday: 
8.30 am    (Our Lady’s)         The Paschal Vigil and First Mass of Easter 
Sunday:  
8.00 am    (Our Lady’s)         Holy Mass (1962) 
9.00 am    (Corpus Christi)    Solemn Mass 
10.30 am  (Our Lady’s)         Solemn Mass  
 
The service times for St Joseph’s; St Bernadette’s, St Michael’s, SS Peter & Paul; St Patrick’s, SS Mary & John and St 
Teresa’s can be found at www.catholicwolverhampton.org, or on their websites. The times have not been published to 
date. 

 
With best wishes for a Holy and Happy Easter 

 

If anyone would like to give feedback on this our first Newsletter and if you have any items you wish to be 
included in the next edition of the summer term Newsletter – please contact Jennie Homer 
jhomer@stedmunds.org or jhomer@olscmail.org.uk.  Thank you. 


