
 SPRING TERM 

Simon Balle All-through School 
Newsletter 

Message from the Headteacher 

A warm welcome back to all of our families 
 

I am writing this as we end half term and look forward to a very spring like feel. I have always     
wondered why this term (usually around 3 months) is called the Spring Term, despite the fact that 
we start in January. However, this year there does seem more reason with such milder climes. It is 
quite incredible to reflect upon the mild temperatures and the proliferation of spring flowers        
already, although mindful of the storms and damage many people have suffered.   
 

The coming six weeks sees the start of many enrichment activities and events and I hope to see 
many of you at these. Curriculum trips (geography and history), the Year 7 residential (the first I will 
stay for the duration!) to Suffolk, music and dance (venues including the school hall, Hertford       
Theatre, Ware Drill Hall and the Royal Albert Hall) and a trip to France. Indeed there are even more 
counting various day trips.  
 
Sporting events continue and it is great to see our Year 4 participating in local competitions. The rest 
of the school continues to  work hard with option choices, internal exams, parents evenings and the 
joys of day to day learning!  
 
This is also a busy period for recruitment and we continue to interview for both teaching and non 
teaching posts. Please keep an eye on the website to see the opportunities that are available or do 
email in directly if you are interested in volunteering or working as part of our Simon Balle           
community. 
 

The PSA (parent - staff association) is always looking for help with the events that they are helping to 
run. If you can spare a few hours to serve refreshments at some up and coming concerts, or help at 
the summer fair (Saturday June 27) please send an email to admin@simonballe.herts.sch.uk and it 
will be sent to the relevant person. 

CORONAVIRUS 
 

We are daily checking the updates issued by Herts County Council and Public Health England 
(PHE)  as well as the DfE and NHS. The agency has confirmed that there is no need for schools to 
close if exposure to the virus is suspected. If a positive case is confirmed one of PHE’s health          
protection teams will help us to conduct a risk assessment to determine whether closure is required. 
A few staff have returned from northern Italy but none are showing any symptoms and therefore 
there has been no need to self-isolate. Should the situation change in any way will of course update 
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Library Notices 
 
We are very grateful for the kind donations of good quality books that parents, students and staff 
have been sending to our libraries recently. However, now that book stocks have been replenished 
please do not send in further gifts for the time being.  
 
Congratulations to the following winners of our very popular Harry Potter Quiz 2020: 
 
1st place Joint Winners 
Louise Morrice and Abigail Ross (Y9) 
Lucie Weller and Katherine Searle (Y13) 
Holly Ward and Leo Gugerly (Y4) 
 
2nd place 
Lily Excell and Emily Ayres (Y9) 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your diary 
 
Wednesday 26th February - French trip leaves (returns 29th)  
Saturday 29th February - Big Band evening 
 Monday 2nd March - Berlin trip (returns 4th)  
Thursday 5th March - EPQ Presentation evening  
Sunday 8th March - Big Band at Royal Albert Hall  
Tuesday 10th March - Big Bang trip (returns 12th)  
Thursday 12th March - Brass tea time concert  
Tuesday 17th March - Year 7 trip (returns 20th)  
Saturday 21st March - Singing and strings concert 
 Tuesday 24th March - Year 12 UCAS trip 
 Wednesday 25th March - Geography field trip Year 10 (returns 26th)  
Thursday 26th March - Piano tea time concert 
 Sunday 29th March - British summer time begins 
 Tuesday 31st March - Year 7 parents evening  
Wednesday 1st April - Year 10 and Year 12 careers day 
 Thursday 2nd April - Drum tea time concert 
 Friday 3rd April - End of term:- early finish 
 Monday 20th April - Start of summer term  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SAFER INTERNET DAY 
  

On Tuesday 11th February, we celebrated Safer Internet Day with the theme: Together for a better 
internet. The day was a great opportunity to make students aware about the safe and responsible 
use of technology, and to inspire our students to create a better internet for the future. The day 
offered the opportunity to highlight positive uses of technology and to explore the role we all play 
in helping to create a better and safer online community.   
  
We raised awareness of this day by having students complete activities in Learning for Life and    
subject staff were able to show short videos that our Edutech ambassadors had created,             
highlighting factors connected with internet safety. 
 
In the coming weeks, our EduTech ambassadors will be creating some fantastic handouts for       
parents. They will be focusing on social media and devices, exploring the relationships between    
students and parents when being online. These will be published on the school’s social media 
platforms and within upcoming newsletters.    
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DSPL3 Parents’ Conference 

Yvonne Newbold 

Reducing challenging behaviour in children with additional needs  

& 

How to keep your family safe and happy. 

9.30 a.m. - 3.30 p.m. Thursday 30th April 2020 

Wodson Park, Wadesmill Road, Ware, SG12 0UQ 

Please arrive from 9.00 a.m. when tea/coffee will be available.  Lunch included. 

Please click here to book your place 
 

 Causes of extreme anxiety in children and what this can look like 
 What happens when a child’s Fight Flight and Freeze response is triggered 
 Simple parenting strategies that can make all the difference 
 Why traditional parenting methods don’t work with our children 
 How controlling episodes feel for your child 
 The importance of strong loving parent/child relationships 
 How to encourage positive relationships between brothers and sisters and the extended 

family 
 How to help everyone in your family  to feel good about themselves. 
 Helpful strategies to improve children's self-esteem, self-confidence and resilience. 
 How to keep family members physically and emotionally safe during meltdowns. 
 How to find space to spend one-to-one time with each of your children. 
 How to sort out conflicts fairly and move things on quickly. 
 How to discuss your family situation with others outside the family, including relatives, 

friends, and professionals, to ensure that your children are appropriately supported by 
others. 

 How to design a safety plan, and how to manage crises. 
 

By the end of the conference you will have some new ideas and strategies to implement at 
home, and a clearer understanding of your own family dynamic and how it functions, and 

how you can strengthen it to better support everyone. 

 

 

 

For parents/carers of children living in the DSPL3 (East Herts) area, including  

Hertford, Ware, Bishops  Stortford,  Sawbridgeworth, Buntingford, Puckeridge, 

Watton at Stone and the surrounding villages. 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/parentsconf3042020
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