
 
 
 

 
Primary newsletter Friday 28 February 2020 
 
We do hope you all had a restful and enjoyable half term (despite what were definitely inclement 
weather conditions for those of us trying to entertain children!). This newsletter contains 
celebration and information a-plenty so please stay with me! If you visit nothing else, please do 
read our ‘Walking bus’ update below: we really do hope that this fantastic initiative is going to be 
popular, and that we will have sufficient volunteers to trial run a ‘bus’ from the summer term.  
 
Teaching and Learning 
I always enjoy visiting classes on the first day following a holiday - how our amazing children settle 
so quickly and engage so readily is to their absolute credit! Year 2 are enjoying Cinderboy (by 
Laurence Anholt), and when I visited  the Foxes class on Monday, children were both gripped by 
listening to Miss Pearce’s expressive reading, and keen to answer her questions: ‘Why do you 
think he had tears in his eyes?’ ‘How do we know that he enjoys football?’ ‘The author said that he 
‘cried and cried and cried’ - why did he repeat this word three times?’ Discussions like these are 
really important for children’s developing ability to discuss a text - lots of this at home too would be 
fantastic please! Year 2 have also been working on time in mathematics this week. They have 
enjoyed using outdoor learning to draw their own clocks as well as lots of practice to make sure 
that they don’t muddle the hour and minute hand - so easily done! I visited mathematics in Year 1 
too, who were showing great skill in balancing addition sums: for example, 5 + 5  = 4 + 6, and 13 + 
7 = 14 + 6. Some tricky challenges with missing numbers too. In Year 3, children have been 
working hard to continue to understand what fractions mean (a topic that is really difficult right 
through to Year 6 and beyond!): they were showing unit and non-unit fractions in lots of different 
ways visually (shapes divided in different ways). They are enjoying the ‘Iron man’ (author Ted 
Hughes) too (part of our Literary cannon) - when I visited, children were looking at chapter one to 
identify similes, powerful verbs and synonyms, as well as considering how the author had created 
an atmosphere through his choice of words. Year 4 have been returning to an understanding of 
place value this week, which can be tricky with decimals! For example, ‘what does the 4 represent 
in 2.49?’ Or ‘ ____ = 6 + 0.7 + 0.04’. Finally, I enjoyed teaching Reception yesterday, as they 
practised adding together two numbers to make a total. Amongst other activities, we were rolling 
two dice, to record and add together the numbers (for example, 6 + 2 = 8). At home, please do 
help the children to practise forming their numbers - and do help them if some numbers appear 
backwards (this is completely normal, but much easier to mend if we help them now!).  
 
Computing 
You may remember that back in September I wrote to let you know that we had a brand new trolley 
of chrome books in use in the Larch, as the backbone for our computing curriculum. Teachers 
have worked tirelessly over the last term and a half to develop the curriculum (and, in particular, 
Miss Ridley, our computing champion, and Mr Newland - expert in all things computing-related!). 
At our staff meeting this week, we celebrated just a few of the units that have been taught - your 
children are showing incredible skills, as well as resilience in learning completely new content. To 
give you just a flavour: 

● Reception have been using the ipads to take photographs on their welly walks. Just this 
week we have ordered a set of digital cameras to enhance this area of learning even 
further.  



● Year 1 have been learning to illustrate their own books, as well as programme Beebots and 
to write and record clear instructions for making a pizza (algorithms require clear 
instructions!).  

● Year 2 have been learning how to use Scratch, using games that are available, and using 
google slides (the equivalent of powerpoint) to type, add images and create whole historical 
presentations - great! 

● Year 3 have had a focus on emailing. This has been important practically - for example, 
learning to email their own homework (which we are happy to encourage) - but also from 
an e-safety point of view, as children have improved their understanding of the emails that 
we would not open and why not. 

● Year 4 have most recently been working on a music and computing cross-curricular project. 
Using a range of software, children have been composing and learning to use complex 
features across different apps: for example, how to loop rhythms. The children’s ability to 
log-in, access sites, follow instructions and explain e-safety rules demonstrates their 
confidence in computing - great! 

Please see below for a request from us to help your children with touch-typing at home. 
 
The walking bus 
I am delighted to share that two parents (Angela - Valentina’s Mum in Badgers and Jo - Orson’s 
Mum in Rabbits) have worked incredibly hard to prepare for the launch of a walking bus. The 
proposal is that the ‘walking bus’ would run every morning from the Old London Road car park to 
Simon Balle, dropping at 8.20am and leaving promptly at 8.25am to ensure arrival on time at 
school. At school, children would be taken safely to join their classes. All the information you need 
is on our school website: http://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/walking-bus/ In particular, we would 
love to invite you to complete a survey https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RBPFDV2 to express 
your interest (the more responses, the better!). I would like to emphasise two things: firstly, Angela 
and Jo have worked incredibly hard to reach this point (the route is mapped, Hertfordshire County 
Council have been involved to plan all aspects, and research has taken place based on other 
successful ‘walking buses’ in Hertfordshire); secondly, this can only be successful if parents 
volunteer to help! Please do complete the survey if you can do so, even if just for one morning 
per week. The benefits of this proposal are enormous: the children walking to school (safety and 
health); parents working together (a great community project); and parents helping one another 
(dropping at 8.25am, and no later, I know could help a huge number of you who are rushing on to 
work or on to other family commitments). Thank you Jo and Angela - we look forward to seeing 
interest and support progress rapidly in the next few weeks. We will report back viability for the trial 
to begin on a subsequent newsletter.  
 
Celebrations 

● Cross-country. We are immensely proud of our Year 3 and 4 cross country runners, who, 
before half term, ran in drizzly, windy conditions with pride, resilience and super skills! All 
teams ran very well, but the boys won their event, against a number of other local schools. 
Congratulations! 

● Dance festival. We are equally proud of our Year 3 and 4 dancers who danced at Hertford 
theatre on Wednesday, showing their ‘capes and crusaders’ themed dance. It is difficult to 
find words to sum up their performance, but musical, professional, committed and proud all 
help! An enormous thank you to Miss Ridley for her work in running a fun club which led to 
such an impactful conclusion! Thanks to all for the team effort too: great costumes and hair; 
great support from parents. Well done to all dancers, who performed for the Larch in 
Celebration assembly today.  

● Harry Potter quiz. An all-through Harry Potter quiz, run by Mrs Syme, our librarian, took 
place just before the half term holidays. I am delighted to let you know that we have two 
Year 4 winners: well done to Holly Ward and Leo Gugerly - great reading and great 
knowledge! 

http://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/walking-bus/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RBPFDV2


● Safer internet day. On Tuesday 11th February, we celebrated safer internet day in the 
Larch. All classes engaged in learning, which children were fascinated to know reflected 
learning of children and adults world-wide. Whilst our work, as parents and educators, will 
never be done in this crucial area of e-safety, the children impressed me hugely with their 
knowledge in assemblies on the day: making wise choices, and understanding, in 
age-appropriate ways, the great benefits of using technology positively and safely. More to 
come as our all-through school aims to create some videos to share with you all very soon! 
 

One or two other areas of interest 
● Coronavirus: We are daily checking the updates issued by Herts County Council and 

Public Health England (PHE)  as well as the DfE  and NHS. The agency has confirmed that 
there is no need for schools to close if exposure to the virus is suspected. If a positive case 
is confirmed one of PHE’s health protection teams will help us to conduct a risk 
assessment to determine whether closure is required. A few staff have returned from 
northern Italy but none are showing any symptoms and therefore there has been no need 
to self-isolate. Should the situation change in any way will of course update you. 
 

● Staffing: Following my previous newsletter, I wanted to let you know that we are delighted 
to have had an incredibly positive response to our adverts for class teachers and teaching 
assistants in the Larch. We have shown around three large groups of potential applicants 
and received a high number of applications too. We were so proud to show our visitors the 
learning in classrooms across the Larch, where children were happily engaged in such a 
wide variety of learning. Our visitors commented so positively on our school: its ethos, 
values, children’s behaviour, the learning they saw, the building and so much more. We will 
keep you updated as the recruitment process continues.  
 

● Learning at home: touch typing 
Related to my above paragraph in relation to the computing curriculum, just a reminder that 
the BBC touch typing programme is free, great fun and so incredibly beneficial to children: 
being able to type at speed, I promise you all, is going to be essential to almost every job in 
the future! If your children have a moment (and you have any laptop or computer with a 
keyboard), the site can be found here: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6/articles/z3c6tfr 

 
● Our learning for life curriculum, following parent workshops 

I wanted to thank you all for your great support following our learning for life parent 
workshops (which were so well attended) and the subsequent survey. From both, 
responses were overwhelmingly positive of the curriculum we now have ready to implement 
from April 2020. A huge thank you to Miss Pearce, who, with all-through leaders, has 
worked incredibly hard to develop a comprehensive and informative curriculum. Parents’ 
feedback rated almost every area as of the highest importance (5) in every survey 
completed and included feedback that: 

‘I am delighted at the content. It is wonderful to see such practical and essential topics being 
taught to help prepare the children as they grow.’ 

‘The general reassurance that the school is being proactive and tackling these types of issues 
in a direct, open way.’ 

‘That the school is keeping parents informed and I feel like the school is willing to listen to 
parents' feedback.’ 

‘Amazing presentation! Very informative and essential for all students! Age appropriate and 
prepares students for life!’ 

‘Very reassuring to know that the school has a full strategy on these issues, including a full 
day's training for all staff.’ 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2f9j6/articles/z3c6tfr


 
School calendar primary dates 

● Thursday 5th March 2020: World book day. To mark this special day we are holding a 
competition for primary students to design a bookmark. The winning entries will then be 
made into bookmarks for children to use. Mrs Syme will be sending out full details by email 
by the end of Friday 28 February. The closing date is 2 weeks later on Friday 13 March. 
Thank you in advance for your support. World Book Day £1 tokens will also be with you 
soon via book bags. In order to continue to keep the profile high for children reading at 
school and at home, tallies will also be kept in every class: every time a child reads for 10 
minutes (or is read to!), a tally is added! Please help to ensure that your child’s class is a 
winner! This event will be running across the month of March, so please keep it up! Further 
information is attached at the back of this newsletter.  

● Week beginning 9th March: Science week, with the theme of ‘Our Diverse Planet’. Much 
more to follow - an exciting week planned! 

● Monday 9th and Wednesday 11th March: Reception parents’ evening. More information 
to follow in relation to booking appointments. In my next newsletter I will write too about 
reports for children in Years 1 - 4. 

● Friday 13th March: Sport relief: more to follow!  
● Thursday 26th March: Years 3/4 tag rugby event. This is a re-arranged event and 

therefore the same children as previous will be invited - a letter to follow!  
● Tuesday 31st March: Larch concert, in the Larch hall, at 5.30pm. To include Year 1/2 

choir, and all new musicians’ first concert: Year 2 violin and cello, and Year 3 woodwind. An 
exciting concert! Please join us.  

● Thursday 23rd April, 9am and 6pm: Parent workshops focussed on mathematics. 
Following parent requests, we are keen to help! Please note this date and either/or time 
now. The focus of the workshops will be on methods for calculations taught in mathematics 
- it will be fun and helpful, including children modelling strategies! Relevant to all parents in 
the Larch.  

● Friday 1st May: Years 3/4 girls’ football. Girls who are keen to compete are already 
practising with Mr Leonard on the astroturf at lunchtime - more information to follow! 

● Friday 3rd July: Sports’ day! I am pleased to announce now that sports’ day will be on 
this day for all Larch ages. More details will follow but we are planning a Busy Lizzies 
Nursery and Reception event for Friday morning, followed by Years 1 and 2 before lunch, 
followed by Years 3 and 4 after lunch. We will write again with more detail, including a 
picnic lunch if we can encourage the sun to shine! 
 
 

Wishing you all a happy and successful fortnight ahead.  
 
 
Mrs Rachel Kirk (Vice Principal) 


