
 
 
 

 
Primary newsletter Friday 7 February 2020 
 
My themes for this newsletter are many and varied! Please stay with me as we look back across 
the last fortnight, and indeed forward to half term! There is lots to celebrate, as always.  
 
Teaching and Learning 
Is the weather becoming a little more like spring? Whilst cold, we have had some delightful 
sunshine, and the Reception children loved being outside yesterday. As well as some new outdoor 
resources that we are investing in (including a great new sandpit) - more to follow - we used the 
playground to support children’s physical development and enjoyment! From balancing on stilts to 
a range of bikes to throwing and catching - overarm and underarm - there was lots going on! Back 
in the classroom, it has been wonderful to see their writing progressing. Using the great stimulus of 
‘How to catch a star’ by Oliver Jeffers, children are creating their own books. Their progress in 
writing - across the classes - is quite astounding - with so many thanks to our Reception team, and 
our partnership with you at home. When I visited Year 2 this week, they were enjoying practical 
science learning - this time connected to germs. Using a really clever practical experiment with 
colours of glitter, children were exploring how germs can spread. Fun and learning that will surely 
stick! Years 3 and 4 this week have been focusing on fractions within mathematics. In what can be 
a tricky topic, teachers have been supporting with visual aids. Year 3 were working out ¾ of 8 and 
it is so important that they understand the steps: drawing 4 boxes (as the denominator), dividing 
the 8 between the four boxes to find ¼ and then looking at what ¾ means. In Year 4, some 
challenging fraction word problems were shared: ‘There were two packets of biscuits. Miss Deards 
ate 1 ⅛ and Mrs Southall ate ¼. What fraction are left?’ (Answer ⅝!). This probably gives an 
indication of the understanding required by Year 4 to learn about fractions and to apply this in 
several steps to solve a problem - great job! Year 4 were also keen to tell me about their learning 
in history earlier in the week. We were delighted that two parents were willing to come and talk to 
the children about their experience of growing up in South Africa, linked to the children’s literary 
canon text ‘Journey to Jo’burg’. I couldn’t possibly do justice to the experience in so few words 
here - but children have gained so much from understanding the first hand experience of two 
parents about Apartheid. We are incredibly fortunate - thank you to both. And, last but not least, 
Year 1 this week continue on their journey within phonics (more about the parents’ phonic 
workshop below). I visited when they were comparing ‘fast, faster and fastest’ (and many more 
examples), using the suffixes to help their understanding.  
 
Parent workshops 
It is a busy fortnight for workshops - with Year 1 parents having attended phonics workshops this 
week,  all parents invited to Learning for Life workshops yesterday, and Year 2 invited next week to 
a workshop about KS1 SATs (9am on Tuesday 11th February). We greatly value the time that you 
give us at workshops such as these; as we hope came across at the meetings, we believe 
passionately in our partnership working to support your children. Feedback is always welcomed. A 
survey is being emailed today to seek your feedback about the Learning for life curriculum 
(whether or not you were able to attend the workshops), as well as more broadly about the 
workshops we offer. We look forward to understanding and collating your views.  



 



 
 
Trips, visits and residential trips too 
It is a good time to remind you all of the great importance we place on trips and visits at Simon 
Balle. Again, just looking at the last fortnight, Year 4 (soon to be Year 5!) parents attended a 
meeting about our first residential trip, taking place in September 2020 - how exciting! From 
outdoor learning to collaboration to some firsts in learning (from camp fires to archery and more!), 
as well as camping itself, there is lots to look forward to. Year 1 visited the church this week - and 
to contextualise their learning by seeing all of the different parts of the church that they had 
discussed in PRE was hugely beneficial. Year 2 are looking forward to their trip to Windsor castle 
linked to their learning in history. Reception have just booked an exciting theatre trip - more details 
to follow! All of our trips are fully integrated into the curriculum to ensure that experiences and 
learning are memorable and important - thank you to all.  
 
Extra-curricular 
Please do check your emails for information regarding extra-curricular activities for the second half 
of spring term. KS1 clubs are soon to be added to parent pay. With KS2 explorers, please contact 
explorers@simonballe.herts.sch.uk if you wish your child to take part in Explorers on a Monday for 
the second half of spring term: either sewing (latch hook kits) with Mrs Lafferty or football with Mr 
Leonard. On a Friday, please let us know if your child would like to do speed stacking with Mr 
Leonard. Football continues as always!  
 
With KS1 clubs, with a end time of 4.15pm, we had thought that most children would wait for a 
snack until the end of club. However, if you are worried about your child being hungry, please 
supply them with a piece of fresh fruit - fresh fruit only please - so that the club activity can begin 
promptly, and so that it is fair for all. Thank you. 
 
One or two other areas of interest 

● Staffing:  
- I would like to take this opportunity to introduce Mrs Rodia. Mrs Rodia is now a 

primary cover supervisor, teaching lessons for us if class teachers are involved in 
training or for any other reason out of class. We are delighted to welcome Mrs 
Rodia to the primary team (already well established at Simon Balle).  

- I would also like to let you all know that, as a growing school, we are now 
advertising both class teacher and teaching assistant positions for September 2020: 
please see http://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/vacancies/ If you, or anybody you 
know, might be interested then do please speak to us. We would be pleased to 
provide you with more information.  

● Punctuality. A reminder please, following my previous newsletter, that school starts 
promptly at 8.45am. We encourage parents and children to be in the playground and ready 
for the school day by 8.40am. Punctuality letters will be issued soon after half term where 
we are concerned about any children’s punctuality being an ongoing issue. It really does 
lead to an unsettled start to the day, as well as key learning opportunities (for example, 
completing next steps in learning) missed.  

● Learning at home: phonics. We know that games can be a good way of securing learning 
at home! In phonics, we use the following websites that children can also enjoy at home. 
Suitable for Reception (phases 2 and 3), Year 1 (phases 3, 4 and 5) and perhaps in Year 2 
for fun, dependent on the stage that your child is working at within phonics. 
* www.phonicsplay.co.uk (you can subscribe but the free resources are just as good!) 
* www.topmarks.co.uk (navigate to phonics and explore!) 
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● Bicycles. We were absolutely delighted to receive the delivery of 16 children’s bicycles 
today. As you can see from the photographs here, it was exciting indeed! Cycling will 
become a part of our PE curriculum - from road proficiency to off-road cycling too. Also a 
part of our Explorers extra-curricular provision. We will keep you posted!  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
● Messages from the PSA: 

 
Manic Ceramics Visit 
 
We hope to be able to offer a Larch Centre children a ceramics painting session after school on 
Friday 6th March.  They will be able to design a mug, plate or small plant pot at £13.50 per item for 
someone special.  Manic Ceramics will be overseeing the event but they have requested a good 
number of helpers to assist the children.  Before bookings open, we need to ensure there are a 
good number of helpers.  If you are available to help from 3pm-5pm, please complete the sign up 
sheet: volunteersignup.org/BPMJM 
 
 
Slice of Summer 
 
Save the date!!  This year’s summer fair will take place on Saturday 27th June, 1-4pm. 
 
We are looking for members of the Simon Balle community, from all phases, to help with planning 
the event. We need at least one person for each area listed here, you're welcome to work with a 
friend. You will be added to the WhatsApp summer fair thread and we will aim to meet to discuss 
plans after the half term break.  
 
If you have any ideas or suggestions, please get in touch!   
 
We are looking for helpers to:  
 
A) Plan a selection of games & prizes (we have a number of games already but new ideas 
welcome too!)  
B) Help to organise refreshments (to work with PSA to stock the bar, e.g. with Pimms, prosecco, 
ice, glasses)  
C) Help to organise food (to work with supplier and assist)  
D) Help to organise the raffle (to order raffle tickets, collect prizes - we have a good number 
already!)  
E) Help manage hampers (such as making up hampers. This will take place a week or so before 

https://volunteersignup.org/BPMJM


the event)  
F) Help to publicise the event (distribute flyers and posters etc)  
G) Help to organise a creative/activities area (source activities for a "creative" area)  
H) Help to organise stallholders (Welcome stallholders on the day, prepare their areas etc)  
I) Help to shop for the event (assist with the purchasing of items needed to support the fair, such 
as shopping for gifts that children will wrap)  
J) Help to organise volunteers (encourage class members to sign up for fair slots and be a point of 
contact on the day) 
volunteersignup.org/4FBRF 

 
 
School calendar primary dates 

● Year 2 workshop for parents about  information in relation to KS1 SATS on Tuesday 11th 
February at 9am. We would strongly encourage all parents to attend as this meeting will 
contain important information about supporting your child at home.  

● Safer internet day, Tuesday 11th February 2020.  
● Wednesday 12th February: Cross country: targeted children from Years 3/4 - please see 

the letter sent for more information.  
● Friday 14th February: INSET day (no children in school).  
● Wednesday 26th February, 7pm: dance performance at Hertford theatre (Years 3 and 4 

Explorers’ dancers).  
● Week beginning 9th March: Science week, with the theme of ‘Our Diverse Planet’. Much 

more to follow - an exciting week planned! 
 
 

Wishing you all a happy and successful week ahead and a restful and enjoyable half term 
break. We look forward to welcoming children back on Monday 24th February 2020.  
 
 
Mrs Rachel Kirk (Vice Principal) 
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