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Dear Families 
 
Another busy few weeks with half term fast approaching!   January is almost    
over, the first month of “Hertfordshire 2020 Year of Culture”.  You may not be 
aware but our county is leading a campaign which is celebrating the arts.  Each 
month takes a theme;  January was to “try something new” whilst February has a 
focus upon skills development and volunteering.  If you are interested to learn 
more about what is going on, do look at the website 
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/media-library/documents/about-the-council/
partnerships/health-and-wellbeing-board/hyoc2020-hwb-conference-4-june-
2019.pdf  
 
As a school we continue to promote the arts as we understand the importance 
of cultural understanding and knowledge, active participation and how this leads 
to a sense of well being and belonging.  On my recent trip to London with our 
Y4s we met a couple on the tube who were impressed with our students and 
their excitement about their theatre visit.  The following day I received an email 
from them.  As scientists they were so enthused by what we were doing here at 
Simon Balle with our music and curriculum, they wanted to thank and encourage 
us.  Some parents may not appreciate that this is one of the reasons why we, un-
like some other schools, have maintained a three year KS3 in order that all of our 
students have opportunities for arts education before choosing a more narrow 
curriculum for GCSEs.  
 
Our own Year 9 are currently midway within a programme which should help 
students and parents with the decisions to be made soon regarding option  
choices.  Last week we invited external staff to work with them on a careers  
package, which incidentally was well received.  Whilst choices these days are  
fairly limited it is important to ensure that all students have been equipped to 
make good decisions and understand how this fits into the wider education     
picture.  
 
Once again this term there are a number of opportunities for our children to be 
involved in and character build.   From the primary dance festival to our Big Band 
playing at the Royal Albert Hall, the Big Bang science competition to a Year 7  
residential trip.  These are but a few.  

Date  31st January 2020 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/media-library/documents/about-the-council/partnerships/health-and-wellbeing-board/hyoc2020-hwb-conference-4-june-2019.pdf
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/media-library/documents/about-the-council/partnerships/health-and-wellbeing-board/hyoc2020-hwb-conference-4-june-2019.pdf
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/media-library/documents/about-the-council/partnerships/health-and-wellbeing-board/hyoc2020-hwb-conference-4-june-2019.pdf
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Car park 
 
Thank you again for your consideration regarding our new arrangements.   If you are picking up a 
child at any point, please ensure that you do not arrive early onto the site.  Please also remember to 
park outside the school with consideration.  Blocking resident’s driveways is not acceptable. 
 
 
 
Staff vacancies 
 
Thank you to those parents who have taken time to send supportive comments regarding the      
recruitment crisis.  We are currently advertising for a number of roles and whilst advertising within 
Hertfordshire have received little response.  So if you know of anyone interested in any of the       
following, or indeed you are, please email in for a chat. 
 
Receptionist (main school office) 
Play Leader- afterschool (a free place for their own child) 
Spanish/French teachers 
PE teachers 
 
Full details are available on the vacancies tab on our website. 
 

Y7 'Top 10' Accelerated Readers  
 

Huge congratulations to Y7 'Top 10' Accelerated Readers, who have between them, 
read a  magnificent 19,432,499 words so far this year!   
 
Well done to all Year 7s who have made this the most successful year since records 
began for words read and quizzes passed. 
 

 
 
Calling all art students 

The Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge is running a specially designed programme for  students who 
are studying GCSE and A level art and preparing for their exams.   The programme is running over 
February half term. Please ring 01223 332904 for full details.  

 
 
 
  



         PAGE 3 

Dates for your diary 
 

Monday 3rd February  - French trip parents information evening 

Wednesday 5th February - Berlin trip parents information evening 

Tuesday 11th February  - Electric guitar recital 

Wednesday 12th February  - Dip/Men injections Year 9 boys and girls 

Friday 14th February  - Inset day 

Monday 17th-21st February - Half term 

Wednesday 26th February  - French trip leaves (returns 29th) 

Saturday 29th February - Big Band evening 

 

Monday 2nd March  - Berlin trip (returns 4th) 

Thursday 5th March  - EPQ Presentation evening 

Sunday 8th March   - Big Band at Royal Albert Hall 

Tuesday 10th March  - Big Bang trip (returns 12th) 

Thursday 12th March   - Brass tea time concernt 

Tuesday 17th March   - Year 7 trip (returns 20th) 

Saturday 21st March   - Singing and strings concert 

Tuesday 24th March  - Year 12 UCAS trip 

Wednesday 25th March - Geography field trip Year 10 (returns 26th) 

Thursday 26th March  - Piano tea time concert 

Sunday 29th March   - British summer time begins 

Tuesday 31st March   - Year 7 parents evening 

 

Wednesday 1st April   -  Year 10 and Year 12 careers day 

Thursday 2nd April   - Drum tea time concert 

Friday 3rd April  - End of term:- early finish 

Monday 20th April  -  Start of summer term  

 

The school is closed to students on Friday 14th February as staff will be training on the new 
“Relationships” education which included sections on physical, emotional and sexual health.  
Thank you to those parents who have contributed to the surveys.  School will resume on Monday 
24th February, timetables as usual. 
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Facebook post 
 
Have you heard of the Local Offer website? 
 
The Local Offer lets parents and young people know what special educational needs and              
disabilities services (SEND) are available in Hertfordshire and who can access them. 
There will be an event to launch the brand-new website!  Come along and chat with professionals, 
community groups and services featured on the Local Offer.  You can also attend workshops that 
are aimed at helping you to support yourself and your family.  #SENDLOlaunch 
 
https://www.facebook.com/events/893411541056685/ 
 
Date:   Tuesday 21 January 
Time:   12pm – 7pm 
Where:   The Stanborough Centre, St Albans Road, Watford WD25 9JL 
  

Twitter post 

 

Join us at the Hertfordshire SEND Local Offer website launch event on Tuesday 21st January.  To 
find out more about the new special educational needs and disabilities website and the event    
visit :- 
 
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/localofferwebsitelaunch   #SENDLOlaunch@hertscc 
 

Student Support Worker 
 

I have recently joined the staff at Simon Balle All-through School as a Student Support Worker.  I 
am a qualified counsellor and a member of the British Association for Counselling and                 
Psychotherapy.  I have experience of working with young people in schools, most recently with the 
charity Place2Be. 
 

Working with the school’s pastoral team I aim to foster emotional resilience in the students.  For 
example, I will be running workshops on topics such as exam stress and self esteem.  
 

I will also be offering individual counselling to students who are struggling with their mental 
health.  Perhaps they are finding it hard to deal with a particular challenge or setback.  Or they 
might be trying to negotiate complicated relationships, or manage difficult emotions, such as     
anger or anxiety.  Individual counselling provides a safe space to talk through their worries and 
concerns.  
 

My working days are  Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays and counselling referrals will be made 
by the pastoral team.  I am looking forward to working with the students and getting to know the 
Simon Balle community. 
 

Naomi Caine 
 
 
 

All Year 9 Parents 
 
A reminder that the DTP/Men for all Year 9 students will take place on Monday 12th February. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/893411541056685/
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/localofferwebsitelaunch
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PE News 

Athletics News 

Sportshall Athletics 
 
The 2020 Athletics season began this term with Round 1 of the Sportshall Athletics League taking 
place at Wodson.  We as a school organise this event and during Round 1 two weeks ago, we had 
very strong performances from all 4 teams.  Our Year 9 Leaders and Sixth form ambassadors did a 
fantastic job running the competition.  Up to six schools are competing in this event all vying for a 
top four finish to qualify for the District final.  After Round 1 the results are as follows; 
 

 Year 7 Boys - 3rd 
 Year 7 Girls - 1st 

 Year 8 Boys - 3rd 

 Year 8 Girls - 3rd 
 
Round 2 took place on Wednesday with results to follow in the next newsletter as well as updates 
on our @sbspedept twitter feed.  

District Indoor Athletics Championships 
 
On Monday 20th January, Over 40 Simon Balle students attended the District Indoor Athletics 
Championships at the Lea Valley Indoor stadium at Picketts Lock.  Our students performed very 
well with a number of students and teams becoming district champions.  One of the performers of 
the day was Oliver Porter (Year 7) an accomplished cross country runner, won the 200m along 
with anchoring the relay team to 3rd place making up big time gaps over the last 100m.  Thomas 
Moore won the inter boys triple jump in 10.79m.  Cameron Clowes has gone from strength to 
strength and jumped 10.15m to win the Junior boys triple jump along with running 24.9 secs to 
win the 200m.  Callum Stern won the inter boys high jump and then helped his team win the 4 x 
200m relay.  Well done to Alysha Pereira who ran a strong 300m to win in 49.3 secs. The Junior 
Girls were also victorious in the relay.  
 
Overall team results were as follows; 
 

 Minor Girls  - 1st 

 Junior Girls - 1st 

 Inter Girls -  6th 

 Overall Girls - 3rd 
 Minor Boys - 4th 

 Junior Boys - 4th 
 Inter Boys - 4th 

 Overall Boys - 3rd 
 
Well done to all who competed and especially to the Minor and Junior girls becoming District 
Champions.  
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Rugby 
 

Congratulations to the Year 10 Boys who have qualified for the County Shield               
semi-finals against either Longdean or John Henry Newman School.  
 

Football News 
 

Saturday football has now begun.   We played Verulam in a highly competitive block fixture on 
18th January. Last weekend was our annual block fixture against Richard Hale School and the     
results were as follows; 
 

Y7A: 0-7 

Y7B: 3-10 

Y8: 0-0 

Y9:  2-0 win 

Y10: 1 - 0 win 

  

It was excellent to see so many boys out representing Simon Balle School in football on Saturday 
morning against Richard Hale.  Our next Saturday block fixture takes place against Sandringham 
this coming weekend.  Before this on Friday the Year 7 boys play Leventhorpe in the District Cup 
and on the same night the Year 11 Boys play Broxbourne.  Good luck to all teams over the coming 
weeks.  
 

In January we began our Saturday football fixtures. 
  
 

Basketball News 
 

The Year 10 Boys basketball team have started their 2020 season with games against Freman     
College, JWS & a postponed game against St Mary’s Cheshunt.  Freman College proved a tough  
encounter with the boys receiving a lesson in how to take your chances.  Against JWS the boys had 
an excellent 4th quarter but it was too little too late only to loses 18-28.  The boys now play 
Chauncy School in a few weeks.  
 

The Year 7 Boys play Richard Hale in their first competitive game of the year.  
 

The Year 9 Boys were beaten by Beaumont on Friday 30-50.  
 

The Senior boys also lost out to Freman College in a closely fought match.  
 

Upcoming Competitions/ events 
 

Inter-House Hockey & XC/ Swim - last week of term.  
 

District Sportshall Athletics League  - Final 26th February 
 

Herts Cross Country Championships   -  Saturday 1st February.  
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Careers Update 

 

Year 9 ‘Get Work Ready’ Day 

The Annual Year 9 careers day took place last week where all Year 9 students had a day off time-
table to prepare for the world of work.  The Year 9's had a great experience, embraced the day 
and were supported in each of the sessions by our sixth form students.  Students completed a   
series of 6 activities which included; 

 Interviews 

 App creation 

 Selling a brand 
 A Construction task (problem solving) 

 A charity task 
 Customer service 

These activities were supported by a wide range of businesses and volunteers.  Students were put 
out of their comfort zone with some really excelling. Computacentre called out 20 students at the 
end of the day who they were very impressed with and are happy to liaise with these students   
further in relation to work experience.  A big thanks to ELSA for the efficient running of the day 
and to all staff who also supported this truly memorable enrichment.  
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Additional opportunities 

Mercedes-Benz 
Mercedes-Benz will be holding open evenings at Mercedes-Benz Stevenage, Hertford and Bishop’s 
Stortford which will give prospective apprentices the opportunity to come and have a look where 
they will be working and ask those all-important questions. 
  
This year they are looking for technician apprentices who are the heartbeat of any Mercedes-Benz 
dealership.  We are holding open evenings on the following dates:- 
 
Mercedes-Benz Stevenage   –  5th February 
Mercedes-Benz Hertford   –  11th February 
Mercedes-Benz Bishop’s Stortford  –  19th February 
  
This event is open to all prospective apprentices and their families as well as anyone else who 
might be interested in a career at Mercedes-Benz Hertfordshire.   
Please could I ask that anyone interested in attending one of our open evenings please click on the 
link below and complete the online form. 
  
https://www.landlautomotive.co.uk/books/mercedes-benz-hertfordshire-apprentice-recruitment-
evening-schools/ 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming events 
 
Year 10/12 Careers Day  -  Wednesday 1st April 
Year 9 Feeding Britain  -  Wednesday 6th May 
  
If you would like more information please contact me on brennand@simonballe.herts.sch.uk  

  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.landlautomotive.co.uk%2Fbooks%2Fmercedes-benz-hertfordshire-apprentice-recruitment-evening-schools%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cchris.perrotton%40landlautomotive.co.uk%7Cdd110d8ae82543bb6f5508d79350bf
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.landlautomotive.co.uk%2Fbooks%2Fmercedes-benz-hertfordshire-apprentice-recruitment-evening-schools%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cchris.perrotton%40landlautomotive.co.uk%7Cdd110d8ae82543bb6f5508d79350bf
mailto:brennand@simonballe.herts.sch.uk

