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May I firstly wish everyone in the Simon Balle community a very happy, 
successful and healthy New Year.  I trust that most families managed to 
get an opportunity to spend quality time together and enjoyed the 
break.  There was a lot of discussion as we start a new decade as well as 
reflecting back on the changes that have occurred over the past ten or  
indeed twenty years!  
 

For many life is more complicated with families spread throughout the 
country and indeed the world.  Technology continues to evolve and      
provide both wonderful opportunities as well as challenges. Our             
understanding of our global responsibilities are now clear, particularly with     
regard to our stewardship of the environment.  However, what has not 
changed is the importance of education; the need for both knowledge and 
skills alongside the development of character. Our school’s purpose of 
“Creating tomorow’s citizens today” continues to be a vision of strength 
and relevance as we start this new decade, remembering that now as an 
all-through school some of our young people will still be students at Simon 
Balle in 2030!  
 

Values education is one of our building blocks.  This term in secondary 
phase we will be reflecting on “hope” and the need to be hopeful positive 
people, using those learning habits and performance virtues such as     
resilience and grit, to enable us to flourish in our communities.  Our       
primary aged students will also be reflecting on hope, as well as learning 
about courage and the importance of this as we move towards half term. 
 
As an all-through school we continue to focus upon our curriculum.  All 
schools in England currently are exploring and discussing what they 
teach, when they teach certain aspects and how.  Our discussions taking 
part in subject departments and disciplines will result in a curriculum map 
from EYFS to Year 13, identifying key knowledge, skills and ensuring   
progression.  We are on an exciting journey and much of our meeting time 
is focusing upon this. Our next INSET day (rightly on February 14th!) will 
focus upon the new Sex Relationships and Health Education legal         
requirements.  
 

Within the secondary school we welcome new and returning staff.       
Welcome back to Stephanie Corbett (science) following her maternity 
leave.   
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Welcome to Ben Morris our new Head of Sixth Form and teacher of English, Neil Hillman 
Teaching MFL and Aisling Dowd who is teaching technology.  Later in January our new  
student support worker will work with us and we look forward to welcoming Naomi Caine. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has contacted us about job possibilities.  Please do not hesitate 
to email and we can then discuss any suitable opportunities that arise.  On our website we 
are currently advertising for a PE teacher to cover a maternity leave. 
 

Thank you too to so many parents for positively supporting us on our mission and priority to 
make the car park a safer area by not dropping off and parking when school starts and     
finishes.  I know that almost every school in England is constantly reminding parents of 
this.  To put it simply, most schools were built at a time when it was expected that all       
children would walk to school or take public transport.  Indeed I sometimes visit other 
schools in Hertfordshire where not only can visitors not park on site (they have to use town 
car parks or local roads) but even staff themselves can not park easily at their place of 
work.  We will continue to persist with this- there are no easy answers but hopefully we can 
work together on this. 
 

And so we look forward to another busy half term with that clear focus upon great academic 
learning alongside children having fun, being passionate about the many opportunities on 
offer and developing skills and habits to flourish.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Library Christmas Quiz 

Congratulations to the following students who were successful in our end of term Quiz 
about all things connected with Christmas: 

Winners—Alex Davis and Jack Sheppard (both Y10) 

Runners up—Lucie Weller (Y13) and Tom Weller (Y8) 

Third place—Callum Woollin (Y8) 

Special mention to the Staff Team of Mrs Ayres and Mr Poley who scored the highest 
marks!  Prizes for all of the above have been presented.  Well done and many thanks 
to all who took part.  Thank you to Mr Belsey who devised the Quiz and acted as Quiz 
Master.  

Mrs Syme (Librarian) 
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Dates for your diary 

 

Thursday 16th January  - Year 11 parents evening 

Monday 20th January  - Year 7 castles day 

Thursday 23rd January  - Year 9 careers day 

Monday 27th January - PSA meeting 

Tuesday 28th January  - Rock school gig 

Wednesday 29th January - 6th form trip—Othello 

     Year 9 preferences meeting (hall) 

      

Monday 3rd February - French trip parents information evening 

Wednesday 5th February - Berlin trip parents information evening 

Tuesday 11th February  - Electric guitar recital 

Wednesday 12th February - Dip/Men injections Year 9 boys and girls 

Friday 14th February - Inset day 

Monday 17th-21st February Half term 

Wednesday 26th February  French trip leaves (returns 29th) 

Saturday 29th February - Big Band evening 

 

Monday 2nd March  - Berlin trip (returns 4th) 

Thursday 5th March  - EPQ Presentation evening 

Sunday 8th March   - Big Band at Royal Albert Hall 

Tuesday 10th March - Big Band trip (returns 12th) 

Thursday 12th March  - Brass tea time concert 

Tuesday 17th March  - Year 7 trip (returns 20th) 

Saturday 21st March  - Singing and strings concert 

Tuesday 24th March - Year 12 UCAS trip 

Wednesday 25th March - Geography field trip Year 10 (returns 26th) 

Thursday 26th March - Piano tea time concert 

Sunday 29th March   - British summer time begins 

Tuesday 31st March  - Year 7 parents evening 

 

Wednesday 1st April  -  Year 10 and Year 12 careers day 

Thursday 2nd April   - Drum tea time concert 

Friday 3rd April  - End of term:- early finish 

Monday 20th April  -  Start of summer term  
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Careers January Update 
 

Unifrog launched to all students and parents. 

We have now launched the Unifrog resource to all students and parents, this means that 
everyone now will have login information and have the ability to use this fantastic resource. 
More information on the resource is as follows; 
 

Unifrog brings into one place every undergraduate university course, apprenticeship, and 
college courses in the UK, as well as other opportunities, such as School Leaver          
Programmes, MOOCs and every college at Oxford and Cambridge. This makes it easy for 
students to compare and choose the best university courses, apprenticeships or further 
education courses for them.  They can also explore exciting opportunities further afield by 
looking at English taught undergraduate programmes available in Europe and the USA. 
 

Additionally, the platform helps students successfully apply for these opportunities by   
writing their personal statement, applications and CVs and guiding them through the     
process, allowing teachers to give live feedback. 
 
Your Future Presentations 
 

Thank you to Oliver Hawes from the Company Computacenter who led a very informative 
session to our ICT students in December on ‘Cyber Security’.  Feedback was great and we 
welcome any parents who would like to deliver a session on a Thursday lunch-time, please 
contact me on brennand@simonballe.herts.sch.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events 

The Year 9 ‘Get Work Ready’ Day takes place this year on Thursday 23rd January. 
All Year 9 students will be off time-table for the day and will participate in a range of    
problem solving and interview technique sessions. If you would like to be involved in    
supporting students in their interview preparation please contact me for more information 
on the day.  
 

 

 
 

mailto:brennand@simonballe.herts.sch.uk


PAGE 5 

On 1st April we will be running a Year 10/12 Careers day.  We plan to include a series of 
interactive workshops for our students.  If you or your company would like to be involved in 
this please contact me on brennand@simonballe.herts.sch.uk for more information.  

 

Additional opportunities 

GSK Ware apprenticeship 2020 open evening 
 

The 2020 GSK apprenticeship open evening takes place on the 14 th of January for those of 
you interested in Year 11-13. 
This year the Ware site will be hiring apprentices for September 2020 in Data Analytics, 
Pharma Technology, Engineering, Supply Chain and Manufacturing. 
All of the above are based on the Pharmaceutical Supply Chain site in Ware. 
  
The applications to apply are now open, however if students are unsure with their 
next steps and potential future career paths the open evening is the perfect opportunity to 
get a feel for what GSK has to offer. 
  
The evening will run over two sessions; session one starting at 17:30-18:30 

  
Session 2 will commence at 19:00-20:00 

  
In order to attend the registration form must be completed.   
  
The links below will navigate you to the landing page to register attendance for Tuesday 
next week, the second link will take you to the global apprenticeship page to apply. 
  
Ware Site open evening registration form 14th of Jan 

  
GSK 2020 apprenticeship application page 

 

mailto:brennand@simonballe.herts.sch.uk
https://lnkd.in/geu4RVi
https://lnkd.in/gqWRgf4
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HSBC Work Experience Programme 2020 is live! 
 

The Work Experience programme at HSBC UK offers a five-day shadowing experience to 
students in the later years of full-time secondary education, sixth form or college.  The  
programme has been set up with the idea to help young people from different social-
economic backgrounds gain an insight into a professional environment, as well as the 
banking industry. 
  
We have over 300 Work Experience opportunities nationwide, all of which will be available 
through June, July and August 2020.  Specific details regarding each opportunity and the 
option to submit an application can be found here  

https://hsbc.taleo.net/careersection/external/moresearch.ftl?
lang=en_GB&location=5536170451648&keyword=”HSBCWE2020%22&Location=Europe 

The application process will entail some online questions and, if successful, a telephone 
interview.  To help prepare for this, we recommend checking out our Application Hints and 
Tips page here: http://www.hsbc.com/careers/application-hints-and-tips.  A telephone    
interview will be arranged with the student during the office hours (Monday to Friday), 
HSBC UK would request the education providers/authorities to allow the student to attend 
this interview during school hours where possible. 

Our placements will be spread out across the UK and students can list their location    
preferences when applying, but please note that only one application should be submitted 
and we cannot make any guarantees on placing a student in their preferred location as this 
is subject to availability. 
  
The closing date for applications is the 16th February 2020, however we do offer these 
on a rolling basis and reserve the right to close some adverts early if we fill all our spaces. 
Places are limited so we recommend students apply as early as possible to avoid 
disappointment. 
  

If you would like more information please contact me on                                                
brennand@simonballe.herts.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hsbc.taleo.net/careersection/external/moresearch.ftl?lang=en_GB&location=5536170451648&keyword=%E2%80%9DHSBCWE2020%22&Location=Europe
https://hsbc.taleo.net/careersection/external/moresearch.ftl?lang=en_GB&location=5536170451648&keyword=%E2%80%9DHSBCWE2020%22&Location=Europe
http://www.hsbc.com/careers/application-hints-and-tips
mailto:brennand@simonballe.herts.sch.uk
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Y9 preference evening—Wednesday 29th January 

 

5.30-6.30 pm  - subject staff available in the canteen for any questions from             

    parents/students. 

6.30-7.00 pm  - presentation in the hall on the preference process.  Pathway  

    forms given out. 

 

 

Catering  

 

 

 
 

  

1. If you are a parent, carer or alumni student who has links to the hospitality and       
catering industry, we would love to hear from you!   We are keen to bring our Key Stage 
4 Hospitality and Catering course to 'life' by organising some trips and visits and inviting 
guest speaks in.  Please let us know if you can help 

2.Should families wish to usefully recycle/pass on empty chocolate, biscuit or cake tins 
from the Christmas period we would be grateful to receive them.  Please pass them on 
via our technicians Mrs Ridley or Mrs Yeardye in DT2. 



PE Extra-Curricular Timetable - Spring 2020 

Lunch-time clubs  
1:10pm - 1.50pm 

Tues 1:10pm – 1:35pm 
After school clubs 

3:30pm-4:30pm
MONDAY Y8 Basketball (TJ) Y9/10 Netball (RS/CB) 

Y9 Basketball (BE) Y7 Basketball (BHM) 

Y10 Rugby (DB) Senior Football (BE) 
TUESDAY Dance club -  gym KA Girls football (PC) - Astro 

Y7 Basketball Club (Russell Hoops) - Gym 
WEDNESDAY Girls Cricket (KA) Gym Girls Hockey - Year 8 + (RS, KA, EN, CY) 

Trampolining (BE - Hall) Y7 Football (BHM) 

Y10 Football (JP) MMA (LB) 

THURSDAY 8am - GCSE Trampolining club (KA) 

Y10/11 Basketball - Gym (DB/TJ) 

Y7 Girls Hockey (RS) 

Y8 Netball (EN) 

Y11 Football (BE) 

FRIDAY Y7 Sportshall Athletics - Gym (DB & 
BM) 

Y7 Netball (EN) 

 Y9 Boys Football (BE) 



      ChatSS 
Parent support group for CHIPS 

 

 
 

 
 
 

For Parents of Children With Additional Needs 
 

What is ChatSS? 
 

• Informal friendly group meeting monthly during term time since 2003 

• Sharing information & exchanging ideas. 

• Supporting parents of babies, toddlers, and of children in special and mainstream 

schools with additional needs. 

• Raising awareness of the needs of children & families. 

 
 Meeting place:  The Hub, Divot Place, Hamels Drive, Hertford , SG13 7SP 
Time of meetings:  1-2.30 p.m. 
Dates of meetings:  Every 3rd Thursday in term time

Programme: 
 
16th Jan Lauren Clayden (Kids East Hub)  A Workshop on sleep problems  
 
18th Feb No meeting – Half term holidays 

 
19th Mar Jo Radcliffe (Always Bee You) A new organisation supporting adults with 

SEN to achieve their potential through innovative social evenings, work 
experience & community activities.  

 
16th Apr No Meeting Easter holidays 

 
21st May Shirley Bisgrove (Herts County Council) A chance to feedback our views 

as carers  on our experiences of using HCC services  
 
Sessions also include time for parents to chat and to opt out of speakers, if  wished. 
Refreshments 50p – Children welcome 
For further information contact Angela/Jo through the CHIPS Office number  01992 
534664  or email   info@chipsplay.org.uk 

 
 

WEBSITE:  www.chatss.org.uk 

Facebook:  https://m.facebook.com/ChatSSatCHIPS/ 

mailto:info@chipsplay.org.uk
http://www.chatss.org.uk/
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