
 
 
 

 
Primary newsletter Friday 10th January 2020 
 
May I begin by wishing you all a very happy new year. I do hope that you have had a 
wonderful Christmas break and indeed that your children have enjoyed their first week back 
in the Larch this term. It has been an exciting week, mainly because it is always so 
heartening to see children ready and motivated to learn.  
 
I wanted to start by sharing some training I attended this week. One of the foci was around 
the importance of developing character as part of our education in school. This is well known 
at Simon Balle: our values education is so integral to what we do, and this half term we will 
be focussing on hope (we anticipate some wonderful discussions about what this means for 
individuals, our community and the wider world) and courage. At the training, we spoke 
about all that we would hope for students when they are ready to begin on their next journey, 
which we hope for our students will be when they are 18! I warn that this video is a 
tear-jerker, but a great reminder, as we begin this new year, of how home and school can 
work together to support children’s happiness, their courage, their hope, their resilience and 
determination in whatever they wish to achieve… 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QuRKwZ8d_U 
 
Teaching and Learning 
I visited classrooms this week on Monday morning. As term began, I was delighted to 
engage with the children in new topics, new concepts, new books and much more. In Year 2, 
children have begun to read the story of Rapunzel - not just in one form, but in many! As the 
unit develops, children will be comparing what they have read. And, to start the week, they 
were sharing lots of ideas about what they think is going to happen and why. Do read any 
version you have of this book at home to aid their learning please. Miss Pearce was 
challenging children to use tricky vocabulary in mathematics when I visited: for example, 
‘how can you prove to me that is not a square?’. In Year 1, it was the children in Rabbits 
who were ready to challenge me, showing me on entry to the classroom that double 32 was 
indeed 64, and representing this through their use of lots of practical resources, including 
numicon (do ask your children, they will explain!). Year 1 have been extending their 
sentences too, using conjunctions such as ‘when, if, because’ and more - please do help 
them with this too in their home learning. Reception were enjoying a PE lesson when I 
visited - judging how high to throw their bean bags such that they could still catch them. 
Hand-eye coordination is both tricky and an incredibly important skill. We were pleased to 
see how independent children are in changing for PE now, enjoying our composer of the 
week while they do so: Mozart for this week (moving on to N soon!). I visited Year 3 during 
their music lesson - I invite you to ask them about ‘hotdog’! They were working in pairs to 
master a complex rhythmic chant. Year 4, like Year 2,  are also beginning a new text from 
the Literary Canon this week - Journey to Jo’burg. They began by making their predictions 
about the text from its front cover,  and, as the week has developed, they have been learning 
in powerful, practical ways about what apartheid really means and meant. More to follow - do 
ask them! Year 4 too have been thinking about the new year and their own resolutions for 
their writing. I thought I would share with you a handy acronym created by Mrs Southall: 
something that applies to all year groups (across the all-through!).  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QuRKwZ8d_U


P - put down your pencil, pick up your green or purple pen (both used for editing, either self 
or peer) 
A - are you using all your steps to success? 
U - underline or dot what needs checking or changing 
S - support - what can help you improve? 
E - edit, estimate. Expect to improve!  
 
On Wednesday 15th  January, next week, we will be sending out new curriculum information 
maps to show you what your children will be learning in each subject this term. In particular, 
we hope the key question will help you explore with your child their depth of learning as it 
develops across the term.  
 
Lunchtime meals 
As you are aware, a number of changes were made to school lunches this week. We are 
pleased that the introduction of a jacket potato has been popular as a third option, served 
with tuna, cheese or baked beans, and lots of accompanying options from the salad bar. 
Children have enjoyed too a range of fruit and yoghurts for dessert. The pairing of meat and 
vegetarian meals has supported a better balance nutritionally for all children. The 
homemade wholemeal bread looked rather delicious too! If there are any Year 3 and 4 
children who would like to make a move back to school dinners, please do just speak to Mrs 
Harding. Any feedback is welcome; we will be seeking more formal feedback later this term.  
 
Extra-curricular 
This week saw the launch of dance club within Explorers on a Monday for Years 3 and 4. 
Exciting times ahead as they prepare for the dance festival, a performance at Hertford 
theatre. A letter will follow to parents early next week. Thank you to Miss Ridley for offering 
children this exciting experience. All aspects of Explorers have continued too, and we 
welcome Mr Leonard’s sporting expertise across the week. KS1 clubs include new 
opportunities for the first half of spring term: watercolour painting, book club and board 
games club. Choir began again yesterday evening, with the addition of Year 1 to the KS1 
choir, and with KS2 choir continuing too. No fewer than 79 children were singing away in the 
Larch at 3.30pm yesterday afternoon! And I know the examples I share here are only 
examples, not all that has happened this week. It is really important that I offer my thanks to 
staff at this point, and I would invite you to do the same: the extra-curricular opportunities on 
offer at Simon Balle are a great opportunity for children to thrive and enjoy their learning.  
 
Personal, social, health and citizenship education: Learning for life 
At Simon Balle, we believe in an all-through learning for life curriculum, in which children 
develop an important understanding of all aspects of health, relationships and sex education. 
You may be aware that this curriculum has been reviewed nationally, and new statutory 
expectations are in place to be fully in process by September 2020. It is a great benefit for us 
to work as an all-through school to prepare for these changes. A policy is soon to be shared 
with all. As a primary phase we would like to invite you to attend parent workshops in which 
we will fully explain our Learning for Life curriculum. These will be run on Thursday 6th 
February: at 2.30pm with a focus on Reception, Years 1 and 2; and at 6pm with a 
focus on Years 3, 4 (and soon to be Years 5 and 6). The overall messages will be the 
same, with the content focus slightly altered for each, so do attend at which time suits you if 
you are interested in hearing more. It would be best if children did not attend these 
workshops with parents as some parents may have questions of a nature beyond their age. I 
thank Miss Pearce for her leadership within this important area of school life.  
 
 
 



Car park 
Please can we thank you for your support this week. We are so pleased to see that the 
arrangements with permits at the Old London Road car park have been beneficial to so 
many of you. A great number of parents have commented to me or other staff the 
improvements that they have felt in safety in walking to school and around the school site 
this week.  
 
One or two other areas of interest 

● This time of year can be wet! We would appreciate any offers of board games for 
children to enjoy during wet play or lunch. Any age from Reception up would be 
great. Please donate games in good condition with all pieces in place. We thank you 
for your help. 

● It is an important time of year to remind you about expectations of uniform at Simon 
Balle. These can all be found on our school website. As our children in Years 3 and 4 
grow older, it is important to remember that there are clear expectations for jewellery, 
nail varnish (none please) and haircuts. Everything that you need is here: 
http://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/primary-uniform-2/ 

● We all value the partnership between Simon Balle and Busy Lizzies - I know this 
because parents tell me daily how wonderful they are! Parents occasionally ask of 
what else we are aware of in relation to childcare (for example, before 7.45am and 
after 6pm). Whilst we cannot recommend anything specifically as a school, it may be 
useful to visit  www.childcare.co.uk and 
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/childcare-and-advic
e-for-parents/free-early-education-and-childcare/childcare-and-free-early-education.a
spx# 

● I know it is useful as parents to be signposted to exciting activities or opportunities 
taking place in our local community. Hertford Junior Parkrun is enjoyed by many. The 
run starts at 9am every Sunday on Hartham Common (please meet behind the 
swimming pool at around 8.50am). The run is two loops of the track - 2km - and is 
completely free to enter. Children can run with a parent, or alone. If children are keen 
to be credited with a time, then they just need a bar code to run: 
https://www.parkrun.org.uk/hertford-juniors/ A great and free opportunity!  

 
School calendar primary dates 

● Year 4 parent information evening regarding a Year 5 residential trip planned for 
September 2020, on Tuesday 28th January at 6pm. A letter including more details 
was emailed this week. 

● Year 1 workshop for parents about the national phonics screening check, on 
Tuesday 4th February at 9am. We would strongly encourage all parents to attend 
as this meeting will contain important information about supporting your child at 
home.  

● Year 2 workshop for parents about  information in relation to KS1 SATS on 
Tuesday 11th February at 9am. We would strongly encourage all parents to attend 
as this meeting will contain important information about supporting your child at 
home.  

● Workshops for all related to our Learning for life curriculum: Thursday 6th 
February: at 2.30pm with a focus on Reception, Years 1 and 2; and at 6pm with a 
focus on Years 3, 4 (and soon to be Years 5 and 6).  

● Friday 14th February: INSET day (no children in school).  
 
 

Wishing you all a happy and successful fortnight ahead.  
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Mrs Rachel Kirk (Vice Principal) 


