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End of Autumn term Newsletter 
 
Becoming an all-through school has reaped countless benefits to many students 
and staff and during this Christmas season having younger children in school  
creates many magical experiences.  Last Saturday was the annual “Frost Fair” 
and it was good to welcome so many families, including some from secondary 
school. The place was buzzing with games, stall holders, choir renditions, and 
Father Christmas.  By the time I got there all of the Mudlarks Christmas trees 
were sold! A huge thank you especially to those who worked so hard to make 
this event a wonderful community success. 
 
This week we will be enjoying the reception nativity whilst the other year groups 

will be performing their activities.  Year 1 enjoyed making Christingles last week 

and sharing the symbolism in both their assembly and with Busy Lizzies             

Pre-school.  This year we will be hosting two Christmas lunches (we are now too 

big as a school to hold one) plus the annual Carol Service (everyone welcome on 

Wednesday 18th December, 7pm, at All Saints Church).  I am particularly looking 

forward to hearing the outcome of the languages Christmas Carol competition. 

This year, Year 7, 4, 3 and 2 students will sing in French, Spanish, Italian, German 

and Chinese!  Although I have so far only heard Year 4, I was so impressed by 

their confident use of Spanish. 

 

Next week is a particularly busy week in school.  On Monday and Tuesday we 

have the Y1, 2, 3 and 4 mini Carol Services in the Larch hall.  Our 6th form will be 

holding their traditional festivities on the Tuesday as well.  Wednesday sees all 

the Larch students enjoying their Christmas lunch and after school all the staff 

get together for a Christmas quiz.  In the evening it is the Christmas Carol service 

at All Saints Church and this is always a wonderful and popular event. The follow-

ing day many of our students and staff attend the service and our secondary   

students enjoy their Christmas lunch – we expect to serve 700 lunches! Friday 

20th is the end of term and Christmas jumpers can be worn by all.  (Money raised 

will go to the local Hertford homeless charity.)  It always proves to be a very busy 

but enjoyable week.  May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very merry     

Christmas and a healthy and happy New Year. 

Date  13th December 2019 
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Year 7 - Respect week 
 
In our values lessons, Year 7 have been working in groups on a project which visibly shows how to 
demonstrate respect to the community. This year’s projects have included- wellbeing packs for staff 
as a way of saying thank you, delivering Christmas cards to local care homes and working with our 
Site Manager to pick up litter on the school site. Gifts and time have been given to dog refuges, 
shoe boxes packed full of gifts for a woman’s hostel, donations to the food bank and so much more. 
 
As a school we are advocates of “the ten keys to happier living”   
https://www.actionforhappiness.org/10-keys-to-happier-living 
and we have linked these projects to key one of the “Great Dream”.  
 
Do find out more from our Year 7 as to how they are showing respect and true kindness to others in 
the community.   
 
Sustainable schools 

Many of us- staff, parents and students are concerned about preserving and looking after the       
environment and in particular the effects of climate change.  Perhaps what is less known is how we 
as a school, have now for several years been looking at how we ensure that we make good           
decisions around our own site.  We have solar panels installed, our lighting has been carefully      
considered and the recent refurbishment of the swimming pool has ensured that it is far more     
energy efficient.  

Within the Larch centre, Rachel Kirk has been working with parents and our caterers to ensure that 
school meals are healthy and that waste is reduced.  
 
We do listen to student voice and we want our students to get involved in helping us to both       
challenge ourselves and others in how we look after our planet.  Our Eco Club will start in the New 
Year and we look forward to seeing many students involved.  
 
Staffing 
 
Thank you to those who have responded to the recent newsletter which asked if anyone was       
interested in working at Simon Balle.  We continue to struggle to find suitable staff for posts.  Please 
over the festive season when you meet families and friends remember we are still looking for:- 
Teachers 
Cover Supervisors 
 
Please go to the school home page, click on staff and then vacancies on the drop down bar.  Here 
you will find the advert, job description and person specification for specific vacancies.  
Any queries please email Julia Creasey (creaseyj@simonballe.herts.sch.uk) 
 
 

https://www.actionforhappiness.org/10-keys-to-happier-living
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Poppy Appeal 

We are pleased to announce that we raised £382.47.  On behalf of the Royal British      
Legion many thanks to those who made a contribution. 

Deadline for forms to be returned to Miss Green is Wednesday 5th February 2020 

6.30-7 pm -  Formal meeting in the hall—Explanation of process and paperwork given out. 

5.30-6.30  - Chat to subject leaders in the canteen area - ask any questions regarding  
   course content and suitability etc. 

Y9 GCSE Preference evening - Wednesday 29th January 2020 

Wednesday 18th December  - Carol service (evening) 

Thursday 19th December  - Carol service and Christmas lunch 

Friday 20th December  - End of term (see below for details) 

Monday 6th January   - Term starts 

Thursday 16th January  - Y11 parents evening 

Monday 20th January  - Y7 Castle day 

Thursday 23rd January  - Y9 careers day 

Tuesday 28th January  - Rock school gig 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

End of term arrangements 

Students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 will be dismissed at 12.30 pm 

Students in Years 12 and 13 will be dismissed at 12.05 pm 

Larch students will be dismissed at 12 noon 

Please note there will be no food at break-time.           
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Annual House Play 

 

 

Secondary RSE Education - Parental Consultation 

 

 

On Wednesday 28th November the Annual House Play Competition was held in the school hall. 
Supported by a packed audience, the evening got off to a fantastic start with a performance of 
'Matilda' by Mimram house. Slick direction and great characterisations made for a successful 
storytelling.  This was followed by Beane house and their version of 'The Office'. A very dry-
humoured piece that was delivered with maturity by the cast.  New house brought us to the 
interval with an abridged version 'Aladdin'.  Colourful characters and clever use of the stage 
helped the audience follow the plot and the performance was rounded of by a wonderful ren-
dition of 'A Whole New World'.  After a well-catered for interval (thank you PSA) we then met 
the characters from 'The Diary of the Wimpy Kid' as performed by Lea house.  Lighting and 
props enhanced the strong vocal delivery by the central characters, giving us the audience an 
insight into the life of Greg Hefley.  This was followed by Ashbourne house, who took us ener-
getically around the world with 'Madagascar'.  The performers were clearly enjoying their char-
acter roles, suitably dressed in animal onesie costumes and finished their journey with a lively 
dance routine. The final performance of the night was Rib house with their rendition of 'The 
Holy Grail'. A well chosen script as most of the audience connected immediately with the hu-
mour, but also it was clear the director had succeeded in working with the actors to deliver the 
key moments so well.  

Thank you to the judges (Sarah Pope, Andy Hay, Mel Timpson and Graham Davies), the tech-
nical team (Josh Childs and Elliot Fergus-Fuller), the PTA and everyone who came to support 

Anna Palmer and Jo Green (Drama department) 

Many thanks to all parents of the secondary phase who took time to complete our Relationships 
& Sex Education (RSE) consultation survey recently.  We had a large number of responses and 
the options that you chose will inform our policy and practice; using the responses to help shape 
our curriculum for September 2020 and to construct a new policy under the new government 
guidelines.   Thanks again.  Mr Finch  

This really was another fabulous evening, such variety and so many moments for the students 
to shine.  There were 85 students across the secondary school ages involved either as directors, 
performers or technicians and also many more in the audience.  House points were given to all 
who were involved and then winners received extra points for their house.  The awards given 
were as follows: Overall Winning House - Rib, Audience Appreciation Award - Beane, Individual 
Performance Award - Paul Busby, Harriet Brotchie, Michael Thornton, Jack Webb. 
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History 
 
Year 9 visited Belgium in October to learn more about the First World War, 101 years after the 
conflict ended.  Staying in Ypres, the students were immersed in the history of a place at the epi-
centre of the fighting on the Western Front, near where the infamous Battle of Passchendaele 
took place. 
 
The students conducted themselves impeccably throughout both trips and were enthusiastic, en-
gaged and respectful at every cemetery, museum and site of historical significance.  The first day 
began with a visit to the immersive Passchendaele Museum, which features an extensive under-
ground trench system in addition to a huge range of artefacts and interactive displays.  Afterwards, 
the students were driven to Langemark German cemetery, site of the first German gas attack of 
the war.  The foreboding surroundings and mass “comrades’ grave” was to provide a contrast to 
the next destination, Tyne Cot, the largest Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemetery in 
the world.  Our students were shocked by the enormity of the site, containing the graves of thou-
sands of servicemen and memorials commemorating 35,000 more without a known resting place, 
and were tasked with finding specific plots of interest; these included individuals from the 
Hertfordshire Regiment, Victoria Cross winners and men of different religions or nationalities.  The 
visit gave students a sense of the scale of fighting in the region, emphasising the global nature of 
the conflict whilst also highlighting extraordinary acts of individual courage and personal experi-
ence.  In the evening of the first day, students were taken to the Menin Gate for the moving Last 
Post ceremony, whereupon two students laid a wreath on behalf of the Simon Balle community. 
 
Day two of the trip began with a visit to Essex Farm, a dressing station used in the First World War 
and the place where Canadian doctor John McRae wrote the famous In Flanders Fields poem. 
Thereafter, students were taken to Hill 60, a key strategic location which was fiercely-contested 
throughout the war.  They explored an old bunker and the enormous crater caused by the detona-
tion of mines; Mr Moss was able to give an exhaustive lecture on trench warfare, battlefield strate-
gy and industrial weaponry as students followed him around the site.  Once they had woken up, 
students were taken to the excellent Sanctuary Wood, where they were able to explore a pre-
served British trench system and put themselves in the position of the men who would have occu-
pied it a century ago.  Lastly, we visited the In Flanders Fields Museum, taking a look at state-of-
the-art exhibitions about the entirety of the First World War, before going to see Hans and Stepha-
nie at Leonidas chocolate shop and stocking up on delicious Belgian confectionery.  The students 
arrived back at school late on Friday night, tired after a busy two days but with a newfound appre-
ciation for the significance of the First World War and the experiences of those who fought in it 
and lived through it.  
 
Harriet in 9B wrote: 
I really enjoyed the battlefields trip.  It was interesting to see the different gravestones with differ-
ent religious symbols on them. At the Essex Farm graveyard, we saw the grave of one of the 
youngest soldiers to die in the war, who was only 15 years old.  Mr Poley told us all about him, and 
how the children who tried to join up were let off, even though it was illegal.  When we got to the 
hotel, we had dinner (which was really nice!).  After dinner we went to Menin Gate and saw the 
Last Post Ceremony.  After that we went back to the hotel and had a quiz (which my team won!).  
In conclusion, I would really recommend the trip to anyone who has a chance to go in the future! 
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Development Programme 

At the start of this term we welcomed Tom Sherrington to our school as part of our professional 
development programme.  This year a key priority for us, and many other schools, is curriculum 
development in line with the new Ofsted framework.  We have always focused on our curriculum 
to ensure that we are providing a relevant and inspiring curriculum which prepares our students 
not only for examination success but also with the skills and values for life beyond Simon Balle.  

Tom, a curriculum expert, whose recent publications include “The Learning Rainforest - Great 
Teaching in Real Classrooms,”  in which he explores key contemporary evidence-based ideas 
about teaching, curriculum and assessment and the debates that all teachers should be engag-
ing in, spent part of our INSET day with us sharing his expertise and giving us a suggested route 
map for our curriculum work over the next few months and even years.  Tom helped us to look 
at the progression and learning links within and across subjects in all key stages which is           
increasingly significant for us as we move ever closer to the primary phase meeting the            
secondary phase and the exciting curriculum opportunities this offers. 

His session was well received by staff who commented in their evaluation that “It was good to 
see examples and have food for thought on a number of matters that we had already begun to 

Regular updates on our curriculum work will be provided in future newsletters and the out-
comes of our work will appear on  the curriculum section of our website as the work progresses.  

Yvonne Adshead 
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Song Pong Frost Fair Game Stall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for supporting our business event at the Frost Fair on Saturday.  We approached this 
event with a business mind and knew that it was important for us to break even, as well 
as  make some money for the school. 

We spent a lot of time researching what both the children and adults wanted to see there 
and would enjoy.  We calculated the probability of the average points that the children would 
score, so that we were not left with lots of prizes at the end of the event.  Our USP was that    
every child was a winner! 

We couldn't have carried this out as successfully if it wasn't for the kind and generous sponsor-
ships of chocolate bars, that so many of you donated to us.  Thank you for these, as it meant that 
our costs were kept to a minimum. 

We are so proud to say that we made a PROFIT OF £68 .00 for the school and we really enjoyed 
meeting your children and entertaining them on Saturday. 

Merry Christmas 

From Team Snow Pong 
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Geography Field Trips 
 
There have been two A level geography trips this term: year 13 went to Dorset to explore the Ju-
rassic Coast, and Year 12 visited Manchester to look at urban regeneration.  The Dorset trip         
involved coastal fieldwork in Studland Bay, Lulworth Cove and Durdle Door, as well as a look at 
rebranding and regeneration in Lyme Regis and Boscombe.  There was a minor hiccup when the 
coach got itself wedged in a ditch, but the Dorset Fire Brigade did an excellent job of helping us to 
shepard the students to safety.  The Manchester trip passed without incident: the students used 
the trams to reach the Etihad Stadium to see how a former industrial area was regenerated,       
before investigating the rebranding of the city centre around the Arndale Centre and in the North-
ern Quarter.  There was a bit of time set aside to visit the Christmas Markets in the evening, and 
there were of course plenty of opportunities to practice fieldwork techniques in preparation for 
planning their own independent investigations.  The Year 13 students are just finishing these      
investigations, summaries of which were on display at open evening.  The Year 12s will be using 
these summaries, and some one to one sessions with the Year 13s, to plan their investigations 
after Christmas. 
 
Sixth Form Open Evening 
 
It was lovely to see so many staff and students in attendance at the Sixth Form Open Evening at 
the end of November.  As always, our students were the best advert for the school: those that 
were not helping in departments were guiding, and they were all answering questions from         
prospective students and their parents.  A special thanks must go to the four students that gave 
speeches on the night: Katherine and Ben (Head Girl and Boy), and Katie and Cerys who volun-
teered to speak from the perspective of students who joined our Sixth Form from other schools. 
Mr Morris, our new Head of Sixth Form, joined us on the evening to talk about the application   
process, and took the opportunity to introduce himself to the staff and students who were helping 
out on the evening.  Mr Morris will be taking over from Mr Ayres on Monday 6th January. 

Speaker's Corner 

Well done to Leon from Year 11 who gave an outstanding Speaker's Corner presentation in the 
main Library last Friday 6 December.  He spoke enthusiastically about VFX and Film Design and  
covered many aspects of the subject, including career prospects and current developments in 
the field.  
There was also a Quiz (with prizes) for the audience which tested their skills on CGI (Computer 
Generated Images).  For those of you who have not come across Speaker's Corner this is some-
thing started here in 2010 when the Library was remodelled.  A student or group of students 
talks about a hobby or passion to an audience for about 10 minutes, followed by Q and A.  This 
encourages soft skills: public speaking and confident presentations.  If any student/s would like 
to take part please come and speak to the Library Team.  

 
 Mrs Syme (Librarian) 
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PE News 
Another term of sport has flown by where lots of fixtures have taken place across a wide range of 
sports and activities. The participation levels from Year 7 through to Senior level has been fantastic 
and in the coming term our Primary Phase students will start to compete in a range of activities 
including Cross country and Dance being the highlights of the Spring term.  
 
Sports Leadership at Simon Balle is going from strength to strength and both our leadership pro-
grammes within the sixth form (Sports Ambassadors) and Year 9 (Leadership Academy) are pros-
pering where students are supporting sport and our students in many ways, including supporting 
PE lessons, clubs and preparing for many events which take place in the Spring term. Our Sports 
leaders will be involved in running the District Sportshall Athletics championships in January and 
depending on how well they perform may get the opportunity to support the County Sportshall 
event as we did last year.  
 
 
Rugby 

We have had a packed fixture calendar from Year 7 right up to Senior level this term, with teams 
representing the school at County level.  
 
Recently two Year 8 boys teams attended a county tournament and performed very competitively 
against Longdean, Samuel Ryder and Birchwood. It was great to see so many boys gaining county 
experience.  
In a recent District match the Year 8 boys performed very well to beat John Warner with Kayden 
Francis scoring 4 tries.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Year 9 boys recently played Longdean in the first round of the County Shield. The boys had a 
good start scoring the first try. However going in at half-time Longdean led 12-10. In the second 
half the Simon Balle boys came out and scored two converted tries without reply only for Long-
dean to close the gap and in the final 5 mins score 2 tries to progress to the next round winning 33
-24.  
 
The Year 10 boys travelled to Ashlyns for their first round county game. Playing in a very struc-
tured and attacking way, the boys won 35-5 and now play John Warner in the quarter finals in Jan-
uary. Before that game, the boys will play a warm-up game against Richard Hale on Monday to 
prepare for their quarter final game.  
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Over the past term the boys have beaten Freman college 26-20 and lost very close games against 
Birchwood and Oaklands College.  In the County Shield the boys played Queens School. Simon 
Balle lost an early try after being turned over on the Queens 5m line.  They went in 7-12 down at 
half time.  In second half fatigue set in due to our small squad and Queens went through to the 
quarter finals.  A big thanks to Albert and Jean Nwahba for captaining the team and leading by ex-
ample by their excellent performances. We look forward to next year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In football news, our senior boys beat Chancellors School to progress to the County quarter finals. 
They have been in good form this year and on Tuesday this week played Freman College in the last 
8. In a very close game and with lots of Simon balle goal chances, the boys were unable to convert 
these opportunities and lost 2-0 in the end, however a gallant effort from the boys.  They now turn 
their attention to the District cup.  
 
The Year 9 boys recently played Queens in the Quarter finals of the County and lost to a very 
strong team and they too turn their attention to the District cup.  
 
This week our Year 10 boys also play in the County Quarter finals so fingers crossed.  
 
Football has gone from strength to strength and as we are still playing County Football in Decem-
ber speaks volumes of the standard of football at Simon Balle.  
 
In January we begin our Saturday football fixtures with our first games against Verulam School on 
the 18th January.  
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Netball & Hockey News 

 

There has been a great turn out for Year 7 netball club from the beginning of the year. Each week 
there has been a minimum of 50 girls regularly attending the club.  The girls have been working 
hard to improve on their attacking skills, working on using a variety of ways to get free from a de-
fender as well as to effectively use space as a team.  The girls have gone from strength to strength 
and each extra curricular match they have played they have got increasingly better each time. 
Looking forward to how they will progress as the year goes on.  
  
Year 8 have had a good start to the year in terms of netball.  They had a great game against John 
Warner where both A and B teams showed great determination and resilience. The A team 
demonstrated great patience on the ball in terms of speed in attack.  The B team applied excellent 
pressure in defence resulting in many turnovers.  A special well done to Sedef who has massively 
improved on her defensive skills and discipline and got player of the match for the A team.  Harrie 
received player of the match in the B team game, where she fed the circle really well and created 
a lot of turnover opportunities in defence.  
  
The senior girls netball team played their second round match against Berkhamsted on Tuesday. 
The girls demonstrated a brilliant performance against an extremely tough opponent. The girls 
went up in the 1st quarter and then won the last quarter, but the strength and depth of the 
Berkhamsted team was too strong to match. The girls attitude and teamwork was excellent and 
was a great game to watch.  Well done to Lucy Heald (captain), Alice Steed, Laura Butcher, 
Julianne Gager, Victoria Dewey, Lucy Martin, Emily Rollins, Grace Matheison and also Daisy 

Creasey, Emily Bilton and Chloe Carter who were also part of the county cup team.  The senior 
netball girls success will hopefully continue into 2020. 
 
The fantastic commitment has continued into hockey club with increasing numbers for all year 
groups at team training.  Year 7 have been improving each week and look forward to their first A + 
B team match vs John Warner in the last week of term. 
 
Last week, the Year 9 team had their first match against a well matched Freman team. The Simon 
Balle side took an early lead within minutes on the match starting. As the game unfolded both 
teams had a fair amount of chances with both defensive units making some excellent tackles and 
saves.  With only 3 minutes to go, the Freman side converted an opportunity, and the game fin-
ished 1-1.  The girls have a chance to build upon this performance with a game against Le-
venthorpe next week and will be replaying Freman in January. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing the Senior team begin their County League campaign vs Par-
miters on the 12th of December.  The girls faced this team back in September in an early County 
tournament, narrowly losing in a closely fought match.  The squad will need to work well together 
throughout the pitch and produce a good performance to beat Parmiters in the away match. 
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Basketball News  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We look forward to a busy basketball fixture list in January.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Inter-House Football and Netball - last week of term.  
 
District Sportshall Athletics League 
 
 Round 1 - Jan 15th 

 Round 2 - Jan 29th 

 Final Feb 26th 
 
 
Herts Cross Country Championships - Sat 1st February.  
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English 
 

Death of a Salesman Review  
 

On November 12th, the Year 13 A-level English students went to the Piccadilly Theatre in London 
to watch a performance of Athur Miller’s ‘Death of a Salesman’, one of their examination texts.  
This production had been in the headlines for a number of reasons; firstly, because debris from 
the ceiling had fallen on the audience the preceding week and, secondly, because it had been 
ground breaking as it features a predominantly black cast, adding a new perspective on the tale of 
Willy Loman, the eponymous salesman, struggling in his pursuit of the American Dream.  What 
struck the audience from the start was not plaster but the minimalist set, with props hanging from 
the ceiling of the stage, which descended as appropriate in the scene. T his was something that we 
had never seen before, immediately making the play more interesting as we were intrigued to see 
how the next scene would develop. ‘Suits’ actor Wendell Pierce played the main character Willy; 
Pierce portrayed this character superbly, emphasising his self-delusion and failure which ultimate-
ly lead  to his death at the end of the play.  
 
This production did Miller’s work justice as it kept everyone’s attention throughout, especially with 
the excellent portrayal of the characters by the talented cast.  This exciting, innovative and sensi-
tive production shows it to be an almost overpowering human drama and tragedy.  At least the 
ceiling stayed up! 
 
Alice Steed and Lucy Heald 
 
 
 
Joel Hastings and Alex Miller 
 
On Thursday 9th November, Year 13 students  travelled to London to attend a day of lectures on 
tragedy, examining how it applies to our A-level texts and about the genre as a whole. 
 
A particularly interesting and engaging lecture was delivered by a theatre director who has often 
directed plays for the Globe Theatre amongst others.  He examined Shakespeare’s use of language 
and how the audience often reacts to how a production brings out minor, but telling, details in 
tragic texts, specifically in ‘Othello’.  He also emphasised the importance of always thinking of the 
audience’s reaction and to “look for the silence” in Shakespeare's texts and how these can affect 
our interpretation of a passage and therefore give a new insight to the play.  
 
The day was very helpful and not only helped with understanding the texts and genre of tragedy 
better, but also provided exam tips, such as not being too generic in responses, common pitfalls 
into which students often might not realise that they have fallen and how the concept of tragedy 
has evolved over time. 
 
It was very interesting to get a different view on the texts and we would definitely recommend the 
tragedy lecture day to other A level students who are studying tragedy.  
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Science—CERN Trip 

 

 

 

In November all of our Year 12 and 13 physicist travelled to Geneva, Switzerland, to visit CERN, 
the home of the Large Hadron Collider.  This is the world's largest particle accelerator and a fa-
cility that is widely recognised globally for its contribution to high energy physics. 

During the trip the students were able to build their own particle detectors and used them to 
measure cosmic rays.  We also toured parts of the 27km long circuit and developed an in-depth 
understanding of the sheer scale of science, technology engineering and maths that are required 
for such a mammoth undertaking.  Indeed, there are over 12,000 staff on site in order for the 
facility to run effectively.  Other highlights of the trip were seeing a huge number of world 
firsts:  The first ever www server, the first ever battery, the first electron microscope, the first 
ever cyclotron amongst many others. 

In summary, the trip was a hugely valuable experience for our students and one which I am sure 
will stay with them for years to come.  You never know where that next Nobel prize might come 
from.... 



Page 15 

 
The Larch 
 
During the autumn term in the Larch we have been delighted to welcome parents to join us, from 
workshops to volunteering, from music concerts to special events.  We believe passionately in a 
partnership between home and school, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all      
parents for their commitment to this.  Parent surveys that I sent home at half term provided feed-
back of just how much parents enjoy being invited to special events, and our Harvest service at the 
church was a particular highlight.  Our all-through community was reflected by sixth form            
musicians creating a wonderful ethos in the church before the service, and performing whilst the 
primary students created a symbolic display of our Harvest offerings at the front of the church. 
The service itself was led by all primary students, from Reception to Year 4, who showed such 
wonderful focus in the way they conducted themselves, performed and listened.  From individual 
readings to class poems to children's own writing, a depth of understanding about Harvest was 
demonstrated.  Choir sang beautifully and a traditional hymn was enjoyed by all.  We are, as ever, 
very grateful to the Rev Loveridge for our continued partnership with All Saints' Church.  Parents' 
donations to the Hertford and district food bank were incredibly generous and warmly received. 
And so, to Christmas!  We look forward to welcoming parents once again to our Celebration of 
Christmas events.   
 
Best wishes 
Rachel Kirk 
 
Library 
 

 

 
 

Many thanks to the primary and secondary parents and students, as well as staff, who            
supported our Travelling Bookshop recently.  In total we took £1756 which means £993 worth 
of free books for the libraries as commission.  In addition we would like to thank you for        
supporting our libraries by buying Steve Cole books - in all over 140 books were ordered. 

Mrs Syme (Librarian) 
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Many of you will know that schools are being challenged to know their curriculum, know how their 
curriculum is being implemented and what impact their curriculum is having on students’ 
knowledge and understanding. We have recently had many discussions about what we decide to 
teach, when to teach it and why we teach it. At SBAS, staff have been meeting to discuss how all 
our students’ can learn knowledge, to help them to flourish, and not leave it to the individual 
choice of teachers or even to government. 
 
We are currently undergoing a deep and thorough curriculum review and asking our subject teams 
to meet to discuss their rationale and the key skills and knowledge that needs to be taught. These 
teams have been mapping their curriculum on how knowledge in different forms should be se-
quenced to maximise the depth and breadth of understanding, and what knowledge should be 
taught in order to match the values and aims of the school. 
 
As a school, we have agreed on a coherent rationale, that we will embed from EYFS to Y13. We will 
ensure: 
 An inclusive and challenging curriculum designed to inspire curiosity and build subject mastery, 
including the skills of literacy, numeracy and oracy. 
  
 A progressive and sequential curriculum designed to develop a depth of knowledge. The       
integrity of each subject is respected with key vocabulary being explicitly taught. 
  
 An interwoven, rich curriculum that is designed to support students’ retention and retrieval of            
knowledge. 
 
Our latest staff meeting for both primary and secondary colleagues explored the important role a 
students long term memory plays when processing information. Research indicates that the speed 
at which students can process information and form word associations, can help with shifting new 
knowledge into the long term memory efficiently. This frees up more space in the working 
memory for further processing to occur. The meeting discussed how students need to develop a 
‘schemata’ of knowledge ( a mental structure of ideas/words based on previous experience) e.g. If 
beginning a new topic, students should be able to link prior learning efficiently to create a clear 
picture. Strategies were presented on how to best embed this.  
 
Our challenge next term is for academic subjects across all key phases, to start designing their    
curriculum to embed our core rationale and the personal development opportunities that can   
ensure academic success for our citizens of tomorrow. 

Go4schools   

From 1st January 2020 Go4Schools will be updating their Privacy Policy.  When you first log on 
after the 1st all parents and students will be prompted to re-agree to the new privacy policy.  The 
current version of their privacy policy is on the GO 4 Schools website and available by clicking the 
link should you wish to view it; http://www.go4schools.com/PrivacyPolicy.aspx  

This new version is a refinement of the documentation in response to some feedback from 
schools.    

http://www.go4schools.com/PrivacyPolicy.aspx

