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Dear Families 
 
As anticipated the month of November is moving rapidly.  We only have four 
weeks left to the Christmas break once we return from the long weekend on 
Tuesday 26 November. 
 
Over the past few weeks therefore we have managed to experience a real     
richness of events and opportunities both as a whole school and for individual 
classes.  The annual Remembrance Ceremony was this year particularly moving 
as it was led by our own students.  The Head Girl and Head Boy read, a Year 12 
student played the “Last Post” and a Y13 student composed and then sang the 
solo in a wonderfully moving lament supported by the choir.  To get 1200        
students plus 80 primary children to stand out doors and to be entirely focused 
is no mean feat!  
 
On a lighter note, the annual Broxbourne concert displayed yet again just how 
music for many is “the lifeblood” of the school.  With over 160 students playing 
and singing, it was an evening of pure joy.  My guest the Mayor of Hertford, was 
truly enthralled. 
 
Residential field trips, theatre visits, sporting competitions, author visits and 
whilst I write senior scientists visiting CERN (the largest physics laboratory in the 
world) all add to the richness and diversity of experiences our young people     
enjoy, developing their interests alongside their characters.  Indeed, still to come 
this term are house plays, carol services, subject lectures and of course for some 
of our youngest children the pantomime!  Next week it is our Sixth Form Open 
Evening, where we invite all young people in Year 11 from any local school to 
come and see what we offer.  Our newly appointed Head of Sixth Form (from 
January 2020) Ben Morris will attend.  
  
The daily routines continue with a deep focus upon learning and classes held.  All 
schools in Hertfordshire continue to struggle employing staff and just when you 
think it is settled, new challenges arise.  We will be saying goodbye shortly to Ms 
Wotton (maternity) and Mr Gunduz (promotion) whilst Ms Corbett (science) will 
be returning part time.  On this note, most of our staff on maternity have had 
their babies and all are doing well.  

Date  22nd November 2019 
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We shall shortly be looking at our next set of staffing requirements so if you know of anyone inter-
ested in working here at Simon Balle even if you are unsure of a job, please do not hesitate to     
contact either myself or Madeleine Harman (School Manager).  We will shortly be advertising for a 
Student Support Worker and you will find all the details on the school website. 
 

Dates for your diary 

Friday 22nd November  - Occasional day 1 (Big Band at Hertford lights 4.30pm) 
Monday 25th November  - Occasional day 2 
Wednesday 27th November  - 6th form open evening 
Thursday 28th November  - House plays  
Monday 2nd December  - Larch open evening 
Saturday 7th December  - Frost Fair  
Wednesday 11th December  - Y9 parents evening  
Wednesday 18th December  - Carol service (evening) 
Thursday 19th December  - Carol service and Christmas lunch 
Friday 20th December  - End of term (early finish) 
Monday 6th January   - Term starts 
Thursday 16th January  - Y11 parents evening 
Monday 20th January  - Y7 Castle day 
Thursday 23rd January  - Y9 careers day 
Tuesday 28th January  - Rock school gig 
 

 

Christmas Lunches 2019    
 

Our Christmas lunches will take place on –  
 
Wednesday 18th December - Larch students 
Thursday 19th December - Secondary students 
 
This is a very popular event with many of our students enjoying a traditional Christmas lunch served 

by staff.  The halls are decorated, crackers pulled and everyone enters into the Christmas spirit. 

All students in Reception, Y1 and Y2 will receive a Christmas meal free as part of the Government’s 

Universal Infant Free School Meals programme.   Students that receive free school meals will be 

able to collect their ticket from the school office. 

 

Students in Y3 and Y4 who currently have school dinners on a Wednesday will have a Christmas 

lunch as part of their normal dinner routine.  However, students who do not normally pay for school 

dinners on Wednesdays will be able to buy a Christmas lunch through ParentPay. 

All secondary students who would like a Christmas lunch need to purchase a ticket in advance.  This 

can be done via ParentPay using the item ‘Christmas Dinner 2019’.  
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Tickets will be distributed in Form time on Wednesday 18th December. 

 

The cost of a Christmas lunch for primary students is £2.50 and for secondary     

students £4.00. 

 

Please note that secondary students will need a ticket to get a meal on the 19th as they will be unable to 
use the biometric system.  There will be no other lunch options and no food available at break-time. 
 
Tickets will be available from Monday 18th November until Monday 9th December. Students will not be 
able to buy Christmas lunch tickets after this date. 
We do hope that as many of our students as possible will join us in this festive occasion. 
 
Sixth form Open evening 
 
This will take place on Wednesday 27th November from 6 pm to 8 pm and is for Y11 students, both in-
ternal and external to find out more about our Sixth Form and how to apply.  There will be short talks in 
the hall and the opportunity to find out about the range of subjects on offer. 
 
Wellbeing, sports and health  
 
As part of our continued work around student wellbeing and mental health, We wanted to write to sign-
post you to a new tab on the school website. It is labelled, “Wellbeing, sports and health” and offers an 
insight into the guidance and support that we offer in school and is also available in the community.  
 
Physical and emotional wellbeing are key to leading a happy successful life. We educate all of our stu-
dents on the importance of taking individual responsibility, for we believe that active engagement in 
emotional wellbeing (prevention) is better than intervention.  
 
We have been evaluating the support and guidance that we provide our students to ensure that they 
feel safe and know how to look after themselves. Our PHSE curriculum, alongside our Y7 values educa-
tion, also provide information and education to our students.  
 
As a school, we have recently linked up with the OLLIE Foundation (One Life Lost Is Enough) and they 
have provided an up to date directory of services that are available in Hertfordshire. This foundation will 
also be continuing to provide staff training and support young people and families.  
 
Next week, we will be advertising for a student support worker, to offer another layer of support to 
young people and their families.  
 
James Pooley, Assistant Head 
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English 
 
The English Department is committed to giving all our students as many  inspiring and engaging          
opportunities as possible and the last few weeks have been incredibly busy. 
 
Year 7 have made their ‘Book Buzz’ choices and should be receiving them very soon.  The organisation 
of  this great scheme in conjunction with the National Book Trust, has recently been transferred from 
the Library to the English Department and we are delighted to give  each of our students in Y7 a really 
good book.  
 
I am also very pleased  to report that in Year 7 we already have 4 Accelerated Reader 'Word  
Millionaires’:  Charlie, Jacob and Meredith all in 7L, and Joshua in 7R.  There are lots more Year 7s 
whose word count is rising rapidly and who have already smashed their targets.  Well done to you all! 
 
Year 7 and Year 9 students had a visit from The Globe Players - an outstandingly talented Theatre in Ed-
ucation group who we have used for several years now.  Year 7 saw a version of ‘A Christmas Carol’ and 
Year 9 saw a version of ‘Romeo and Juliet’, to complement their classroom studies of these texts.  Year 
10 will also benefit in the summer with a performance of their GCSE text: ‘Macbeth’. 
 
Our sixth form students in Year 13 were very fortunate to see the acclaimed production of one of their 
set texts ‘ Death of a Salesman’ at the Piccadilly Theatre on 12th  November.  Wendall Pierce (of ‘Suits’ 
fame) was a powerful and moving Willy Lowman.  We were lucky that the theatre was open again      
following the partial collapse of the ceiling the previous week, and even luckier to get upgraded to 
Grand Circle seats.  Our A level students have also had the opportunity to attend lecture days in        
London , to prepare them for their forthcoming exams 
 

Business Studies  
 
Please sponsor a chocolate bar? 
 
We are a group of 7 students that are studying business in the sixth form and as one of our units of 
coursework we have to run a profit making stall at the Frost Fair this year.  In order for this to be profit 
making and benefit the school, we are asking for individuals and local businesses to “Sponsor a        
chocolate bar” in order to help us make a profit.  
 
This is simple and just involves you buying an large/oversized chocolate bar as part of your weekly 
shop, then sending it into school with your details attached to it (name and/or business name).  We 
will make a label for the chocolate (which is a prize on the day) saying that you have sponsored this 
chocolate bar.  
 
You may even be a parent sponsoring a chocolate bar because you want to support our business idea. 
 
Please could any sponsored bars of chocolate be handed into the front office by Friday 29th  
November.   
 
Thank you for your support with our fund raising project.   From year 12 Business Students. 
 
Thank you for your support. 
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Library 

Huge thanks to students, parents and staff for their generous support of 
our Travelling Bookshop in the recent Book Week.  The grand total taken 
was £1756.00 which equates to £993.00 worth of books as commission.   
Please see the website shortly for a full report.   

 
We also sold 132 books by Steve Cole at a profit which will go towards  
resources for both our libraries.    
 
 

 

 

 

 

Teacher training 
 
Simon Balle All-through School is a member of  the Alban Federation partnership that works in the area 
of teacher training.  Each year the Federation trains a large number of adults (55 trainees are currently 
following the programme in 2019/20), either straight from University or as career changers, and places 
them in a host school for the year to enable them to complete their training and gain Qualified Teacher 
Status.  All applications are submitted through UCAS (the University Admission System) and the applica-
tion window is now open for courses starting in September 2020.  Courses are available in both Primary 
and Secondary programmes, with salaries or bursaries available for suitably qualified candidates in 
many subjects. 
  
If you are interested in becoming a teacher and would like general advice or specific guidance as to how 
to apply, please feel free to contact the Alban Federation team via 
email afgtpenquiries@sandringham.herts.sch.uk or by phone on 01727 799560 Ext217 
or email admin@simonballe.herts.sch.uk marked for the attention of Yvonne Adshead if you are          
interested in training with Simon Balle specifically.  

The Annual House Play Competition - Thursday 28th November, 7pm School Hall 

Please note this years’ House Play competition is happening next week!  The students from Years 7 
through to Year 12 have been hard at work rehearsing 6 entertaining plays for your delight.  From 
'The Office' and 'The Holy Grail' to ‘Aladdin’ and ‘Matilda’ there should be something for everyone 
to enjoy!  So what better way to spend a cold and dark Thursday evening than to come join us and 
this year’s judging panel in the main Hall? 

Tickets are £5 each on the door and there will be refreshments available to purchase from the PTA 
throughout the evening.  Hope to see you there.  Mrs Palmer and Miss Green. 

mailto:afgtpenquiries@sandringham.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@simonballe.herts.sch.uk
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PE Updates 
 
District Cross Country Championships 
  
On November 6th Simon Balle hosted the district cross country championships accompanied by perfect 
conditions.  Our athletes performed very well winning a wide range of individual and team medals.  
Both Year 7 boys and girls teams won silver, with Ollie Porter and Kingston Griffiths finishing 1st and 
2nd overall.  The junior boys and girls teams also won silver, with Lily Harrison-Stokoe finishing 4th in 
the Junior girls.  The Y10/11 boys won silver behind Richard Hale with Ewan Paxton running well to fin-
ish in the top 10.  Finally Trixie Wraith continued her great form this season winning comfortably to    
become our 2nd District Champion of the day.  Well done to all athletes who participated on the day.  
Also a big well done to our Year 9 Leadership Academy students who did a fantastic job in marshalling 
and ensuring that the competition went well.  
  
The next competition in the schools athletics calendar is the Herts championships on Saturday 1st     
February at St. Albans. 

Rugby 
 
Over that past few months the senior rugby team have been in competitive action against Oaklands  
College, Freman College and Birchwood.  After a tough encounter against Oaklands College the boys 
played Freman College at home and won 26-20 with excellent performances from Jean and Albert 
Nwahba as well as Fin Casey in the front row.  Last week the boys were beaten by Birchwood High 22-7, 
however the game was a lot closer than the score suggests.  The next Senior game is now against 
Queens next week in the first round of the Herts Shield competition.  
 
The Year 9 & 10 boys both played Samuel Ryder Academy last week with the Y10 boys suffering a big 
defeat.  However the Y9 boys were unlucky to lose after coming back from 3 tries down to lead going 
into the final 5 minutes only for Samuel Ryder to score at the end winning by 4 points.  
 
The Year 8 boys had a good win over JWS as well as beating Samuel Ryder Academy over the past cou-
ple of weeks. Finally the Year 7 started their season this week with a competitive match against Birch-
wood High.  

Football 
 
Senior Football: The senior football team make it into the quarter finals of the county cup after coming 
from a goal down to beat Chancellor's School 2-1 in a tight game where both teams attempted to play 
good football in tricky conditions.  
 
Year 9 Football: The Year 9 football team crash out of the national cup losing 5-1 to Great Baddow after 
taking the lead midway through the first half. However, the boys are still going strong in the County Cup 
and are one victory away from reaching the quarter finals.  
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