
 
 
 

 
Primary newsletter Friday 29th November 2019 

 
It seems hard to believe that we are almost in December, yet there is lots to share looking 
back over the last fortnight and indeed ahead into the weeks before Christmas and looking 
further ahead to the spring term. To share a highlight to begin, we have been so proud of all 
of the students in the Larch during the open mornings yesterday and last week. Learning 
leaders, together with our wonderful sixth form volunteers, have led groups of parents 
around the Larch - and their comments have been so positive related to children’s incredible 
focus on their learning, their impeccable behaviour, and their motivation for all learning, from 
Spanish to phonics, from music to writing. Thank you to all - we welcome, in due course, our 
sixth cohort of children to join our all-through community of students.  
 
Teaching and Learning 
This week has been assessment week in the Larch. Not something we over-emphasise to 
the children, but an opportunity for teachers to look carefully at what has been understood, 
remembered and applied so that we can be sure of children’s developing knowledge and 
skills. In Year 4, for example, children have been writing independently, inspired by the John 
Lewis Christmas advert this year ‘Edgar and the dragon’ - some wonderful stories for us to 
read. In mathematics, children have been supported to have a go at challenging reasoning 
questions: it is interesting how tricky the language can be - for example, in Year 1,  ‘tick the 
shape with no curved sides’ or ‘which picture shows that 3 fewer than 4 is 1?’. All 
assessments are used to inform teachers’ planning for the spring term so that we can 
support the children with precisely what they need. As well as this, I was delighted to visit 
Reception at the beginning of their rehearsals for the nativity performance - wonderful 
singing already, and children captivated by the roles they have been given! Parents are in for 
a treat. When I visited Year 2 today, they were engrossed in a discussion around recycling in 
science - children are taking their responsibilities very seriously, and are keen to sort 
materials into how they can be recycled, as well as to consider those which cannot yet be. 
Miss Boyce has attended training this week in relation to fluency in mathematics. She 
returned saying that she had been inspired - great to hear! Staff training to follow next week 
and a part of our timetable for the spring term that we believe will be very helpful across 
Years 1 - 4. Finally, it is fantastic to see the sixth form and parent volunteers forming such a 
positive relationship with children as they support their 1:1 reading: a reflection of our 
all-through community and a great support to individuals in so many ways. Thank you! 
 
A reminder! Reading has been a theme of my communication with parents, and our work in 
the Larch. A half term into our literary canon and we think it is working really well in guiding 
our curriculum and our children’s interests into works of great literature. Would any children 
be interested in completing a book review? These could take any form from a picture 
and labels to an in-depth review of what they have enjoyed and who they would 
recommend the book for. I have two spaces on our literary canon display in the main 
entrance - and many house points to award for an excellent effort. The books which 
children have begun to read can be found here. Please only focus on those books 
children have already read! 
http://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/simonballe.herts.sch.uk/uploads/2019/09/Literary-
Canon.pdf  

http://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/simonballe.herts.sch.uk/uploads/2019/09/Literary-Canon.pdf
http://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/simonballe.herts.sch.uk/uploads/2019/09/Literary-Canon.pdf


Our Hertfordshire improvement partner (HIP) visited with a focus on reading in the Larch 
earlier this month.  We welcome and value an external view on what we are focussing upon. 
A huge thank you to the parents who willingly gave up their time to discuss reading at Simon 
Balle for their children with him. Whilst there is too much to share, one or two quotes from his 
report include:  

‘Leaders fully understand the importance of an effectively designed and implemented 
reading curriculum. They understand the value of investing time and effort in pupils’ early 
reading so that they are best placed to succeed in developing the more advanced reading 
skills such as inference. Staff know that pupils will not be able to access learning across the 
curriculum without securing their reading skills.’ 

‘Reading leaders have a clear understanding of which sounds are expected to be 
known at key points during pupils’ journey through reception and key stage 1. Teachers use 
formative assessment well to respond to pupils’ progress and to identify those in need of 
support.’ 

‘Parents spoke highly of a recent reading workshop. One expressed her gratitude for 
the session by explaining that it had ‘changed [her] approach to reading’. Parents spoken to 
were clear about the importance leaders place on them reading with their children at home.’ 

…’ teaching allowed pupils to reflect on authors’ vocabulary choices, for example, 
proposing ‘evacuated’ as an improvement to the author’s use of ‘sent away’. Teachers help 
pupils to understand the aspect of reading they are learning about. For example, pupils in 
Year 4 understood that the teacher’s questioning related to ‘vocabulary’ rather than 
‘retrieval’, ‘comparison’ or ‘inference’.  

 
As we continue to grow as a primary phase, we are particularly focussing on  the 
development of the design of our curriculum, including Years 5 and 6. It is also our focus to 
ensure that all children are reading precisely the right reading book- to support practice of 
their phonics, but, as they develop, to also ensure that they are reading a book at the right 
level of support and challenge, and to ensure a breadth and love of their reading.  
 
Please do continue to ask us any questions related to your children’s reading.  
 
Lunchtime meals 
I would like to take this opportunity to let you know that we have been working in close 
partnership with Hertfordshire Catering Limited to make some changes for the menu for 
January 2020. These are summarised here: 

● A third option of a jacket potato will be introduced each day. Dependent on other 
menu options, this will be served with a filling of cheese, baked beans or tuna.  

● The main menu will have meat and vegetarian options closely matched to one 
another. For example, on a day where the ‘red’ option is chicken curry, the ‘green’ 
option will be chickpea curry. It is intended that this will provide a greater balance 
nutritionally across the week as each day includes similar foods for those children 
choosing each option. The jacket potato option is there for a meal that is not the 
children’s preference - though teachers will monitor how often in a week the potato 
option is chosen. 

● Desserts will now be a selection of fresh fruit and yoghurts each day. Children fed 
back in recent surveys that they enjoy these items - and we believe that a sugary 
pudding at the end of each meal is not what is best.  

● The salad bar is incredibly popular and will continue! 
 
We will be sending out to all parents a new menu before term ends in December. For any 
parents with children with medical, allergy or dietary needs, we will also be in touch. Please 
be assured that we continue to be entirely committed to meeting needs: menus will be 
personalised wherever this is required.  



Extra-curricular 
A huge thank you to Mr Hyams. I cannot tell you how many positive comments we have 
received as a result of the Year 1/2 grammar parent workshop earlier this week. Parents 
particularly spoke of how enlightening it was to see the national expectations for grammar in 
Year 2 - high expectations but those we are confident our children can rise to and achieve. 
We thank you for working in partnership with us.  
 
Explorers: Year 3/4 
We are delighted that explorers will continue in a similar format in spring term to that which 
you are used to. There will be no change to Explorers on a Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
or Friday - so please assume that your regular booking will continue unless you need to 
make a change: explorers@simonballe.herts.sch.uk 
 
On a Monday, we are delighted to introduce an opportunity for dance. Miss Ridley will be 
leading a dance club and all of these Year 3/4 students will be performing at a dance 
festival in Hertford theatre on Wednesday 26th March. If your child wishes to join dance 
(whether or not they have been a part of explorers to this point), please email the address 
above. The session runs from 3.15 - 4.45pm (with a break after school) and the cost is £6 a 
week.  
 
Also on a Monday we will run a sports club. So, again, please email if your child would like to 
join sports. We do need to hear from all parents as Monday is a new model - one which we 
hope will suit all!  
 
Learning in the next fortnight 
We are continuing to learn about the value of Honesty. A real depth of discussion has taken 
place in assemblies and in class.  
 
Our musical canon is now focussing on  Liszt.  
 
School and local community calendar primary dates 

● Monday 2 December, 6pm: Larch open evening, including when Busy Lizzies will            
also be open. 

● Friday 6 December: Please could all Year 1 children bring an orange to school on               
Friday 6 December. As part of their learning in PRE, they will be making a               
Christingle. Thank you for your support.  

● Thursday 12 December: we are very keen to ensure that the Larch students are              
supported to learn about democracy through the general election. We are pleased to             
be working with politics students from the secondary school who will speak            
particularly to Years 3 and 4; a real hustings and vote will take place! 

● Advance notice:  
- Year 4 parent information evening regarding a Year 5 residential trip planned            

for September 2020, on Tuesday 28th January at 6pm. An exciting letter to             
follow in early January!  

- Year 1 workshop for parents about the national phonics screening check, on 
Tuesday 4th February at 9am 

- Year 2 information in relation to KS1 SATS on Tuesday 11th February at 9am  

Christmas events: 
● Saturday 7 December: Frost Fair, 1 - 4pm. All welcome! 
● Friday 13 December, 2.30pm: Reception nativity play. 
● Monday 16 December, 2.30 - 3pm : Celebrate Christmas, Years 1 and 2 (all parents 

welcome) 
● Monday 17  December, 2.30 - 3.00pm: Celebrate Christmas, Years 3 and 4 (all 

parents welcome) 

mailto:explorers@simonballe.herts.sch.uk


● Wednesday 18 December: Larch Christmas lunch (in the Larch hall) 
● Thursday 19 December, 11am: Carol service at All Saints’ Church for Years 1 - 4 

(students only) 
● Friday 20 December: school ends at 12pm (Christmas fun for the morning; plans to 

be shared soon!).  
 

Wishing you all a happy and successful fortnight ahead.  
 
Mrs Rachel Kirk (Vice Principal) 
 


