
 
 
 

 
Primary newsletter Friday 15th November 2019 

 
What a fantastic start to the new half term. On Monday this week children were absolutely 
enthralled listening to Steve Cole sing, play and ‘play with words’; a real inspiration to 
becoming an author, as well as a lot of fun. A huge thank you to Mrs Syme, who inspires a 
love of reading throughout the year, but particularly this week. Thank you to all parents for 
your wonderful support for the book fair - we hope children are already beginning to enjoy 
their new books. 
 
It has been a busy week and we are also pleased to have spent valuable time discussing 
and celebrating differences and diversity with the children. Odd socks day was an important 
part of this, and through assembly and class discussions too, children have shown a real 
maturity in reflecting on the strength of our all-through community through its diversity. I 
showed them a wide range of flowers in a garden and they made great parallels.  
 
Last week, Remembrance day was observed with a moving ceremony for the all-through 
school. We were proud of all of our Year 4 students, and representatives from all classes 
from Years 1 - 3 who attended and fed back to their classes something of the music they 
had experienced and their learning and reflection too.  
 
Teaching and Learning 
I visited all classes yesterday morning just as the day was beginning. It struck me that I must 
share with you the way in which learning is ready and inviting immediately as the children 
arrive. Many classes begin the day by reflecting on yesterday’s learning: a group of children 
in Reception were having another go at forming the letter ‘j’ (very tricky with cursive writing) 
and in one Year 4 class children were incredibly focussed on the ‘next steps’ their teacher 
had set them in learning. In another class, discussion was focussed on home learning: 
celebrating some creative and independent learning from the week before, which we really 
value. At the beginning of the day, it was also great to see the many responsibilities that 
children have, from helping with registers to carrying fruit to supporting one another in 
learning. I reflected too on displays, some of which I hope you were able to see with parents’ 
week last week. I am particularly pleased to see how carefully vocabulary is being 
introduced to the children: in one Year 3 class they are gathering words, from ‘obtuse’ to 
‘ancient’ and ‘worshipped’ to ‘traditional’ - children are soaking up a love of language across 
the curriculum. In another class I was pleased to take part in children discussing what they 
could infer from an interesting image - for example, ‘who are these people and what is their 
relationship?’. Reading from pictures is hugely important to our curriculum.  
 
Reading has been a theme of my communication with parents, and our work in the Larch. 
Please do visit our primary website where you will see our approach laid out hopefully in a 
clear way - http://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/learning-to-read/. A half term into our literary 
canon and we think it is working really well in guiding our curriculum and our children’s 
interests into works of great literature. Would any children be interested in completing a 
book review? These could take any form from a picture and labels to an in-depth 
review of what they have enjoyed and who they would recommend the book for. I have 
two spaces on our literary canon display in the main entrance - and many house 
points to award for an excellent effort. The books which children have begun to read 

http://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/learning-to-read/


can be found here. Please only focus on those books children have already read! 
http://smartfile.s3.amazonaws.com/simonballe.herts.sch.uk/uploads/2019/09/Literary-
Canon.pdf  
 
Parent surveys 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the time you gave in completing 
surveys for us just before half term. We received a good number of responses and some 
really helpful comments too in recognising positives and in providing us with constructive 
ideas. It is hard to do these justice here, but to give you a flavour… 

● Many of you commented on reading workshops: for example, ‘the parent workshop 
on reading was really helpful to understand all the elements to developing reading’.  

● Lots of you provided feedback that you had enjoyed the Harvest festival: for example, 
‘the Harvest festival was a lovely collaboration between the entire Larch family, 
where each year group had their moment to show what they had been working on.’ 

● The primary newsletter and information evenings have also been well received: ‘The 
reintroduction of the primary newsletter, as this includes relevant, timely information 
about the primary phase.’ and other aspects relating to communication - for example, 
the go for schools app. 

● In relation to forms of communication, all were valued by a substantial number of 
parents: 31% the website, 87% email, 80% the newsletter, 35% social media, 36% 
parent meetings or 1:1 meetings. We will endeavour to continue to use all! 

 
You asked for: 

● More support for maths. This is possibly due to our focus on reading this term. 
Absolutely - we can do this - please see forthcoming plans for the spring term. 

● ‘Student news’ to be added to the newsletter. Great idea. Following our re-launch of 
the learning leaders, this is something we would be really pleased to develop. Please 
bear with us! The learning leaders are busy this half term - as well as helping with 
Larch open mornings for prospective parents/children, Miss Riddle and I are very 
excited about new plans to purchase a set of children’s bikes - as well as biking as 
part of the PE curriculum (we have such fantastic grounds), please watch out for 
triathlon plans!  

●  ‘It might be useful to update all parents on how the school plans to manage space 
as the years grow’  - absolutely, we are working on this as we speak. I look forward to 
writing more about this soon.  

 
I hope that it is clear that we really value your feedback - thank you.  
 
Attendance 
Finally from me, a big thank you to parents (and children) for all of your work to ensure that 
children attend school regularly and punctually. The research is so clear on the incredibly 
positive impact that this has on students’ future happiness, success and continued love of 
learning. On Friday 8th November, attendance in the Larch was 100%! Fantastic! Across 
last half term, the average attendance at Simon Balle all-through school was 96.8%, above 
the national average. Please do keep working with us.  
 
From the senior leadership team: The car park 
You will have no doubt seen the communication sent yesterday to our all-through school 
community about driving and our car park. We do appreciate that the majority of you always 
either walk to school or park appropriately and with consideration for others and probably 
find the communication about this bewildering and frustrating. However, as well as our own 
observations as staff, a number of Larch parents in particular have spoken to me or to Mrs 
Harding about their concerns of an accident occurring. We would like to ask you again to 
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please respect that it is for the children’s safety that we ask you to walk to school or 
from an appropriate place in Hertford, for example the fire station. Is now the time to 
consider whether parents can work together - for example to initiate a walking bus from the 
fire station led by parents who are able to offer this?  
  

Learning in the next fortnight 
We are now learning about the value of Honesty. Great discussions have taken place linked 
to a number of stories including ‘the boy who called wolf’ and ‘Pinocchio’. 
 
Our musical canon has focussed on Janacek. I am most impressed that the children can 
now tell me a little something about every composer from A - J!  
 
A reminder please to be vigilant of head lice: in any primary school it is important to check 
your child’s hair regularly, and as we have had one or two reported concerns, we wanted to 
share this with you. Thank you.  
 
School and local community calendar primary dates 

● Monday 18 November: Year 3 Robins sportshall festival and skipping challenge. 
● Tuesday 19 and Thursday 28 November: Larch opening mornings at 10am for            

prospective parents for Reception September 2020. Open evening is held on           
Monday 2 December at 6pm when Busy Lizzies will also be open.  

● Tuesday 26 November, 2.30pm: we welcome all parent volunteers to join Mrs Syme             
and I to discuss reading volunteering in the Larch. Coffee and biscuits to be provided!   

● Tuesday 26 November, 6pm: parent workshop for parents in Years 1 and 2             
focussed on grammar.  

● Thursday 12 December: we are very keen to ensure that the Larch students are              
supported to learn about democracy through the general election. We are pleased to             
be working with politics students from the secondary school who will speak            
particularly to Years 3 and 4; a real hustings and vote will take place! 

● Advance notice:  
- Year 1 workshop for parents about the national phonics screening check, on 

Tuesday 4th February at 9am 
- Year 2 information in relation to KS1 SATS on Tuesday 11th February at 9am  

Christmas events: 
● Tuesday 26 November: please wear a Christmas hat or hair accessory and bring a              

contribution for the hampers for the Christmas fair! 
● Saturday 7 December: Frost Fair, 1 - 4pm. All welcome! 
● Friday 13 December, 2.30pm: Reception nativity play. 
● Monday 16 December, 2.30 - 3pm : Celebrate Christmas, Years 1 and 2 (all parents 

welcome) 
● Monday 17  December, 2.30 - 3.00pm: Celebrate Christmas, Years 3 and 4 (all 

parents welcome) 
● Wednesday 18 December: Larch Christmas lunch (in the Larch hall) 
● Thursday 19 December, 11am: Carol service at All Saints’ Church for Years 1 - 4 

(students only) 
● Friday 20 December: school ends at 12pm (Christmas fun for the morning; plans to 

be shared soon!).  
 

Wishing you all a happy and successful fortnight ahead.  
 
Mrs Rachel Kirk (Vice Principal) 
 


