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Newsletter- End of First half term 

 

Our final newsletter for this half term coincides with the changing of the seasons 
as it does feel that winter is coming, with the clocks changing this coming     
weekend.  It continues to be a busy term with a number of residential trips 
whilst the weather still holds.   

 

Our Year 9 students have recently been highly motivated by a trip to the First 
World War battlefields in northern France and Belgium.  This is such an            
important trip on so many fronts and our Head Boy this year mentioned it in his 
speech at the Open Morning, as one of the highlights of his time at Simon Balle.  
A level geographers are out this week on a field trip to Swanage looking at 
coastal features. 

 

We have now concluded the large number of parental information evenings and 
this has spanned from reception to sixth form.  It is critical that parents really 
understand how each year has its distinct features and emphasis and how the 
years piece together to form the educational journey at Simon Balle.  We shall 
soon be moving into the period of consultation evenings when there is an       
opportunity for parents to meet with teachers to find out progress being made 
and next steps needed. 

 

But for now everyone is looking forward to the half term break and I am only too 
aware how tired our reception children are, as are some of our Year 7s.  I     
therefore thank everyone for their support and look forward to welcoming     
students back to school on Monday 4th November. 

 

 

Date  25th October 2019 



Dates for your diary 

 

28th to 1st November    HALF TERM 
 
Thursday 7th November   Volcano day Y8 
Friday 8th November    Remembrance service 
Wednesday 13th November   Y12 geography field trip (return 15th) 
Monday 18th November   Autumn concert 
Tuesday 18th November   Larch open morning 
Wednesday 20th November   Y8 parents evening 
 
Friday 22nd November    Occasional day 1 
Monday 25th November   Occasional day 2 
 
Wednesday 27th November   6th form open evening 
Thursday 28th November   Larch open morning 
      House plays 
 
Monday 2nd December   Larch open evening 
Saturday 7th December   Frost Fair 
Wednesday 11th December   Y9 parents evening 
Wednesday 18th December   Carol service (evening) 
Thursday 19th December   Carol service 
       
Please see the public calendar for a full list of events. 
              

Remembrance service 

Our Remembrance service will take place on Friday 8th November.  Poppies will be available for 
students to buy week commencing 4th November.  We would encourage all staff and students to 
make a donation. 
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Staffing 

Parents will know of the teacher shortage nationally and I am afraid this continues to have a deep 
impact here at Simon Balle despite the fact that this school is a very good one.  We have                
encountered an unusually high number of maternity leaves along with promotions.  We are      
therefore looking for the following:- 

 

A full time caretaker or someone who has a particular craft/ skill to help us maintain our site 
 
A cover supervisor 
 
Teachers - part time/short term/full time/qualified/unqualified in  
 
 Design technology 
 
 Food 
 
 Spanish 
 
 Conversational Spanish 
 
 PE 
 
 General subjects 
 
 Daily work- Primary (supply) 
 
 
Please contact Madeleine Harman or Julia Creasey in order to obtain details for a further  
conversation. 
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Reading Is Power - Book Week - w/c 11th November 

 
On Monday 11th November we welcome popular author Steve Cole who will be 
talking to all Year 7 students (lesson 6) and all Year 8 students (lesson 4) in the 
Main Hall.   
 
Steve took over from Charlie Higson as the writer of the Young Bond books; he  
will be giving inspiring presentations looking at gadgets through history.  If you 
would like to order a signed copy of the book/s an order form is being emailed home this week.   
Order forms need to be returned to the Library by 9 am on Friday 15th November please for  
delivery about a fortnight later.  Signed copies make lovely Christmas presents.   
 
For more information about Steve Cole’s books please go to www.stevecolebooks.co.uk                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Wednesday 13 November all Year 7 students will be brought down during lessons to the     
Travelling Bookshop in the Main Library.  Please remember to give your child/ren some cash so that 
they can browse and buy from the attractive selection of current titles at reasonable prices.  This is 
the Library’s fundraiser for the year and we receive free books for the Library as commission.  
Thanks in advance for your generosity. 
 
The Travelling Bookshop will be open for all Years 8-13 students at lunchtime on Wednesday 13th 
November. 
 
I hope your child/ren enjoy these special events and are enthused in their reading. 
 

 
                           Mrs Syme (Librarian) 
 
 

http://www.stevecolebooks.co.uk/
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From the Music Department 
 
OPEN MORNING 
 

 On 28th September, Simon Balle held its annual Open Morning, whereby the Music  
       Department showcased all kinds of talent throughout the school grounds, quite literally in                               
 some cases.  

  
 The Chamber Choir sang at the beginning of the speeches and Saxidentals walked all  
 through the school gracing everyone with their sound.  
 
 Big Band performed at the side of the Music centre.  

 

 Inside the music centre, Rockschool bands performed, as did other musicians. 
 
LARCH CENTRE 
 

 Over in the Larch Centre, it has been a brilliant start to the term musically.  We have had 30 
 violins and cellos starting in Year 2.  

 
 The beginning of term also saw the Larch Orchestra, which includes 50 students of string and 
 woodwind instruments - it sounds amazing! 

 
 
PIANO DAY 
 

 17th October was Piano Day.  In the morning, our piano students experienced a masterclass 
 from Anna Markland, she worked closely with six of our most advanced players.  She passed 
 on much wisdom and tips to all our players.  The day also involved two concerts.  Firstly, 
 there was a lunchtime concert in the library to other students and teachers.  In the evening, 
 there was a concert to parents.  The students played solo and ensemble pieces, both  
 requiring confidence to perform, skill to play with others and hopefully they all enjoyed it! 
 These concerts allowed our students to showcase their talent, lessons and the masterclass 
 from earlier that day.  Well done to all our pianists! 

 
ROCKSCHOOL 
 

 Rockschool has rocketed since September, at the moment we have 10 bands, but the 
 waiting list is still very long! 
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PE Updates 
 

Girls Sport 

It has been a fantastic start to the year for extracurricular sport within girls PE.  We have been     
extremely impressed with the commitment to extracurricular clubs including netball, hockey,     
football, rugby, cross-country, basketball and fitness.  Most notably, we have had over 130 girls     
attending netball club across all years at their year groups’ team training session.  Students have      
represented the school in a number of fixtures and it has been a promising start for all teams. 
 
Firstly, a big congratulations to the senior netball team who celebrated a well fought win in the 
County Cup against Royal Masonic.  The girls showed an excellent level of composure throughout 
the game and secured a spot in the next round with a 19-14 win. 
 
Further success has come in netball with wins from the Year 7 B team vs John Warner, Year 8 A+B 
team vs Goffs and Year 10 A team vs Goffs and John Warner.  
 
In hockey, both the Year 8 A+B teams had close matches against Leventhorpe where the teams put 
into practice their hard work at training and displayed excellent phases of play. 
 
We have a packed fixtures diary throughout November and look forward to building upon the 
strong start for our extracurricular teams. 
 
Cross Country League 

This year’s cross country league was a great success especially the performances of Ollie Porter and 
Trixie Wraith who both won their age-groups convincingly winning all three races.  Ollie was       
challenged in the Year 7 competition by Kingston Griffiths who finished 2nd overall, with the Y7 
boys team picking up silver medals overall behind a strong Richard Hale team.  Trixie yet again  
dominated the Y10+ event and was supported by Kathryn Rollins who performed consistently well 
in all 3 races finishing no lower than 5th in each race.  Y8/9 girls performed well throughout with 
Lily Harrison-Stokoe running well over the 3 meetings.  The Year 7 girls won silver overall just       
behind Presdales.  We now look forward to the District Championships which take place on 
Wednesday 6th November at Simon Balle from 3 pm onwards.  
 
Rugby 

The season has started strongly with wins for our Year 7 & Year 8 teams against Samuel Ryder over 
the past few weeks.  The senior team play Freman College at home this week ahead of next months 
County Shield clash against Queens and a friendly match against John Warner.  They recently played 
Oaklands College and performed very well just lacking a little depth in the squad to lose out towards 
the end to a strong Oaklands squad.  This week also sees our first inter-house competition of the 
academic year where all students will participate in rugby.  Results to follow in the next newsletter.  
 
 A special congratulations goes to Albert Nwahba in Year 13 who has been selected to join the U18 
Hertfordshire training squad.  
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Sports Leadership 
 
We have recently launched our Sixth form Sports Ambassador programme as well as our Y9 Sports 
Leadership Academy.  In each of the programmes we have had great interest.  These students will 
now commence leadership training as well as supporting our students and District events over the 
next year.  More information will follow on their progress over the next few months. 
 
Football 
 
The football season at Simon Balle has started very well this half term.  Both boys and girls teams 
have competed across county and national cup competitions with District cup games due to       
commence next half term.  We have seen a large number of boys and girls at training sessions and 
most have competed in competitions displaying the positive values of the school.  
 
The Year 7 team won their first game as a year group beating Dame Alice Owens to go into the     
second round of the county cup.  They also came back from 3 down against Parmiters in the         
National Cup to win 4-3.  
 
The Year 8 team has made vast amounts of progress since the end of last year's football season 
however after going 2-0 up in the county cup they lost 3-2 to Tring school and then in the national 
cup lost to the Priory school.  They will start their district cup games next half term and we are   
confident they will pick up their first win of the season.  
 
The Year 9 team has had a very strong start to the season, progressing in both county and national 
cup competitions.  Two wins in two days against Sandringham and Roundwood seen the team     
progress into the next round of both the county and national cup.  A further win against              
Marlborough means they are in the draw for the third round of the county cup.  They are also in the 
third round of the national cup.  A lot more games for this team next term.  A great start to year.  
 
The Year 10 football team lost by 4 goals in round three of the national cup after receiving a bye in 
rounds one and two.  A great effort considering their opponents won 11-0 against another school in 
round two.  After beating Samuel Ryder in the first round they will face Queens school at home in 
the second round next half term as well as starting their district cups games.  
 
The Year 11 football team unfortunately lost their first round game in the national cup to Ashlyns. 
After levelling the score at 1-1 the team were on top and looked like they would go on to win the 
game, however two quick goals meant they were to exit the competition.  After a bye in round one 
of the County cup the boys play their second round game against Chancellor’s this week. 
 
The senior football team also started the season strong with a win in county cup against           
Roundwood Park with the game going into extra time.  The game swung both ways with each team 
taking the lead and then finding themselves down.  Fortunately, a last minute goal took the game to 
extra time where the lads scored an early goal and one in the last minute to win the game 6-4.     
Unfortunately, they exited the national cup competition after losing to a strong Dame Alice Owens 
team.  The third round of the county cup game and district cup games will be played next half term.  
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Under 14 girls football team exited the national cup competition after losing to Bassingbourn Village 
College after conceding five goals in the second half.  After receiving a bye in the first round of the 
county cup the girls play their second round game in the second round the week back after half 
term. 
 
 
 

 



  Bishops Stortford Police Station 
                                                                                            Basbow Lane 
                                                                                                    Bishops Stortford 
                                                                              Herts 
                                                                                        CM23 2NA 
   
                                                                                                               23RD October 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
                         I am writing to you in the run up to Halloween to make you aware that this time of 
year is the busiest for anti-social behaviour (ASB) and public order offences linked to young people.  
 
Many children enjoy this time of year due to the firework displays and Halloween celebrations but, 
unfortunately, we have seen some being drawn in to taking some initial fun too far.  
 
In previous years we have seen fireworks being thrown in to shops and posted through letter boxes, 
cars rolled on their sides and objects thrown at windows and doors. These actions can lead to 
serious offences being committed, which may not have been the intention when initially going out 
with friends. 
 
Due to this, I have had to increase patrols in hot spot areas, using both uniform and non-uniform 
officers, to support those enjoying the half term and Halloween and to prevent offences being 
committed. We will be taking a robust approach to those involved in ASB and will use legislation to 
ensure the safety of the members of the community. 
 
Please can you make sure your children enjoy both a safe and fun half term and highlight to them 
the dangers of being drawn in to behaviour that could lead to injury to themselves or others - and 
the fact this could also lead to criminal proceedings.   
 
If you need any advice over the school holiday period, please contact your local Safer 
Neighbourhood team on 101 or email: 
SNTBishopsStortfordandSawbridgeworth@Herts.pnn.police.uk 
SNTHertford@Herts.pnn.police.uk 
SNTWare@Herts.pnn.police.uk 
 

Chris Hunt 

Chris Hunt  
Inspector 1274  
East Herts Safer Neighbourhood Team  
W3W /// many.cups.heat 
 
 

mailto:SNTBishopsStortfordandSawbridgeworth@Herts.pnn.police.uk
mailto:SNTHertford@Herts.pnn.police.uk
mailto:SNTWare@Herts.pnn.police.uk
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