
 
 
 

 
Primary newsletter Friday 25th October 2019 

 
As this half term draws to a close, I would like to take the opportunity to thank you all - 
children, parents, staff and governors - for all support for the Larch so far this year. It has 
been wonderful to see such engagement in our community from events (including the Year 2 
and 4 string performance this week) to workshops (reading especially). 48 responses 
already received for the parent survey sent out on Wednesday this week, with some 
incredibly supportive comments, as well as constructive ideas. Please keep responses 
coming - the survey remains open until Friday 1st November.  
 
Teaching and Learning 
As I have visited all classes in the last couple of days, I have been struck by the way in 
which teachers at Simon Balle make learning so practical and creative. In Reception this 
week children have been learning to represent numbers in lots of different ways - counting 
dinosaurs, fitting numicon pieces together, drawing pictures, using magnetic numbers to 
make 2-digit numbers, using straws to represent numbers and much much more. The 
children’s engagement has been great to see - ‘can I have another number?’ was the chorus 
that filled the air! Year 1 have also been busy making maths real, but this week with 3D 
shapes. With straws and playdough I saw them creating and using mathematical language 
to talk about square-based pyramids, tetrahedrons, cuboids, cubes, spheres and more. The 
literary canon continues to be at the heart of our learning, and Year 1 have enjoyed one of 
my personal favourites - Beegu. Year 2 were purposefully engaged in PE when I visited - in 
their house teams they were creating dance sequences to represent the movement of a river 
- creativity and collaboration were seen in abundance. Year 4 have been impressing us all 
by bringing together their mathematics learning from across the last seven weeks to respond 
to challenges, particularly using their place value to solve a range of pictorial and numerical 
calculations. The depth of their learning was clear from the way that they reflected upon and 
discussed possible responses. And finally, Year 3 were busy writing the last section of their 
fables and children were keen to explain to me both the taught skills the teachers wished to 
see (for example, use of the correct punctuation to include speech) and the important moral 
messages contained in their fables.  
 
To continue the theme from my last newsletter, we continue to focus on reading across the 
Larch. Thank you so much to all of the parents who attended our workshops. Slides have 
now been emailed to all, together with our 10 strands - our principles - for teaching reading. 
We hope that you are finding the bookmarks helpful to discuss reading with your children. 
Please keep the image of the house in your mind - so many different aspects for children to 
master! I am delighted to let you know that for children attending Busy Lizzies, staff are keen 
to support us and you - so Reception, Year 1 and 2 children will be benefitting from an extra 
read with Busy Lizzies staff wherever possible! Just a reminder too that the library is now 
open for Years 3 and 4 children on a Tuesday and Wednesday lunchtimes. Children are free 
to use part of their lunchtime to browse books, change their books, and to read quietly. So 
far it has been incredibly popular which we are delighted to see! 
 
I am excited to let you know that Miss Riddle and I will be re-launching our learning leaders 
after half term. We have thought lots about their roles and responsibilities and we have some 



innovative ideas: watch out for their contributions to a student section of this newsletter, for 
example! Learning leaders elected last year (from the current Years 2 - 4) will be in post from 
the second half of the autumn term until February half term; from January we will be inviting 
applications, interviewing and supporting the induction for new learning leaders to take up 
their positions. We will keep you posted! 
 
I am pleased to share one or two photographs of our Year 2 and Year 4 string players. 
Year 2 have been playing for just seven weeks and yet they were ready for their first 
performance - fantastic! Year 4 inspired us all. We were delighted to welcome so many 
parents to share in our music making. Many more performance opportunities for all 
musicians to follow this year. 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
Other notices 
From Mrs Syme: Library 
Reading Is Power - Book Week - w/c 11 November 
 
On Monday 11 November we welcome popular author Steve Cole who will be talking to all 
R-Year 4 students throughout the morning. Steve will be inspiring students and talking about 
his Monstar's book and Adventure Duck series. If you would like to order a signed copy of 
the book/s an order form has been emailed home this week. Order forms need to be 
returned to the Library by 9am on Friday 15 November please for delivery about a fortnight 
later. Signed copies make lovely Christmas presents. For more information about Steve 
Cole’s books please go to www.stevecolebooks.co.uk  
 
The Travelling Bookshop will be running in the Larch Library at the following times for you 
and your child/ren to browse and buy from the attractive selection of current titles at 
reasonable prices: 
Tuesday 12 Nov.   3.15-3.45pm 
Wednesday 13 Nov.   8.15-8.45am 
Friday 15 Nov.   3.15-3.45pm 
This is the Library’s fundraiser for the year and we receive free books for the Library as 
commission. Thanks in advance for your generosity. 
 
I hope your child/ren enjoy these special events and are enthused in their reading. 
 
From the senior leadership team: Staffing 

Parents will know of the teacher shortage nationally and I am afraid this continues to have a 
deep impact here at Simon Balle despite the fact that this school is a very good one. We 
have encountered an unusually high number of maternity leaves along with promotions. We 
are therefore looking for the following:- 

A full time caretaker or someone who has a particular craft/ skill to help us maintain our site 
A cover supervisor 
Teachers -part time/ short term/ full time/ qualified/ unqualified 
Design technology 
Food 
Spanish 
Conversational Spanish 
PE 
General subjects 
Daily work- Primary (supply) 
  
Please contact Madeleine Harman or Julia Creasy in order to obtain details for a further 
conversation. harmanh@simonballe.herts.sch.uk or creasyj@simonballe.herts.sch.uk 
  

Learning in the next fortnight 
Following half term, we will be continuing to learn about our value of wisdom.  
 
Our musical canon has focussed on Haydn this week, moving to Ives after half term. I am 
delighted to read from your survey feedback that so many children are asking to listen to the 
composer of the week at home, and are sharing what they have learned through assemblies 
and listening in class. Great news!  

http://www.stevecolebooks.co.uk/
mailto:harmanh@simonballe.herts.sch.uk


 
We hope that you will enjoy lots of opportunities for learning and relaxation over half term 
- do remember that there are many free (or almost free!) fun opportunities. Locally, Hertford 
library, Broxbourne woods (great for walking and cycling!) and visiting St Albans - the abbey, 
the lake and even Verulamium. If you possibly can, do make the most of the free museums 
in London: especially the Science museum, Natural History museum and National Gallery. 
The teachers would love to hear what you get up to!  
 
 
School and local community calendar primary dates 
 

● Tuesday 5 and Wednesday 6 November - parent/teacher conversations. Bookings 
have now all been sent out - we look forward to welcoming you all. Conversations will 
take place in classrooms this year, with each year group based in one of the two 
rooms. All children’s books will be available to explore.  

● Monday 11 November- Friday 15 November is Book Week: please see above. 
● Week beginning 11 November - celebrating differences week. Students are invited            

to wear odd socks on Tuesday 12th November.  
● Monday 18 November: Year 3 Robins sportshall festival and skipping challenge. 
● Tuesday 19 and Thursday 28 November: Larch opening mornings at 10am for            

prospective parents for Reception September 2020. Open evening is held on           
Monday 2 December at 6pm (apologies for the time being miscommunicated           
here in a previous newsletter) when Busy Lizzies will also be open.  

● Tuesday 26 November: parent workshop for parents in Years 1 and 2 focussed on              
grammar (a parent sharing his knowledge and expertise with all parents!). An email             
will follow to Years 1 and 2.  

● Advance notice:  
- Year 1 workshop for parents about the national phonics screening check, on 

Tuesday 4th February at 9am 
- Year 2 information in relation to KS1 SATS on Tuesday 11th February at 9am  

I am excited too to be able to share with you here our plans for Christmas (it will be here                    
before we know it!):  

● Saturday 7 December: Frost Fair, 1 - 4pm. All welcome! 
● Friday 13 December: Reception nativity play. 
● Monday 16 December, 1.45 - 2.15pm: Celebrate Christmas, Years 3 and 4 (all 

parents welcome) 
● Monday 16 December, 2.30 - 3.00pm: Celebrate Christmas, Years 1 and 2 (all 

parents welcome) 
● Wednesday 18 December: Larch Christmas lunch (in the Larch hall) 
● Thursday 19 December, 11am: Carol service at All Saints’ Church for Years 1 - 4 

(students only) 
● Friday 20 December: school ends at 12pm (Christmas fun for the morning; plans to 

be shared soon!).  
 

Wishing you all a happy and restful half term break. Looking forward to welcoming 
you back on Monday 4th November 2019.  
 
Mrs Rachel Kirk (Vice Principal) 
 


