
 
 
 

 
Primary newsletter Friday 11th October 2019 

 
The season is certainly changing, and bringing the excitement of autumn leaves, conkers 
and acorns for our children, but also a little more wind, rain and darkness as we adjust to the 
time of the year. Nevertheless, I have lots to share with you, indoors and outside, in the 
Larch at Simon Balle in the last fortnight. 
 
Teaching and Learning 
As I have visited all classes in the last couple of days, I have been delighted to see the 
breadth of the curriculum at Simon Balle. Children in Reception have been learning to make 
(and eat!) their own jam sandwiches, considering carefully the order of what they do, and 
using language carefully to explain this (‘first’, ‘next’, ‘after’ and ‘finally’). In English in Year 1, 
children have been busy considering the differences between fiction and non-fiction texts. 
They have been delighted too to be playing with Beebots, working out exactly how to 
programme a computer. Year 2 are engaged with a wonderful book from the Literary canon 
at present - Galimoto, from Malawi, which is supporting them to write their own inspiring 
stories. Year 3 have been busy with geography this week - using their English skills to 
navigate an atlas, and learning lots about the location of tropical rainforests across the world. 
They were fortunate to enjoy an explorer visitor yesterday. When I visited Year 4, one class 
was doing a fantastic job of reading real musical notation, playing a melody written by Mr 
Taylor on the glockenspiels. The other was fully engaged in Spanish, chatting to one another 
about their birth dates in Spanish. Our sixth form volunteers are now busy in every class of 
the Larch (such a wonderful opportunity for the youngest and oldest students in our 
all-through school) - I stumbled across one class being taught by their sixth form volunteer to 
read and say their numbers to 10 in Mandarin - wonderful!  
 
Across the primary phase, we have been focussing on all things connected with reading. We 
have benefitted from some training to unpick all of the aspects of teaching children to read. It 
is, without question, complex! Our new reading policy, rooted in research, will be shared with 
you soon. A reminder that we invite Year 1/2 parents to join us for a reading workshop 
on Wednesday 16th October at 2pm, and Year 3/4 on Wednesday 23rd October at 2pm. 
If you have children in both phases, attendance at either one would be absolutely fine.  
 
I would like to thank you all for our wonderful Harvest thanksgiving celebrations this week. 
All Saints’ Church was absolutely packed, and we were delighted to welcome parents to join 
us. The depth of the children's learning was evident, right from Reception to Year 4. 
Wonderful music was enjoyed in so many ways. A big thank you to all. A particular thank you 
for your incredibly generous donations for the food bank in Hertford - a very large collection 
is due to happen today.  
 
We have been discussing as a staff how important the theatre is to children’s education and 
their enjoyment and passion for literature, drama and performance. As such, we are 
committed to all children in the Larch visiting the theatre each year as part of our wider 
curriculum at Simon Balle. Years 1 and 2 will receive a letter today about the Christmas 
pantomime at Hertford theatre. All other year groups have theatre trips being planned in the 
near future.  



 
I am pleased too to let you know that Mrs Summerfield and Miss Ridley are being trained as 
swimming teachers this term. A letter to follow but Year 3 and 4 swimming will commence in 
January on a Friday afternoon (throughout the spring term); Year 1 and 2 will swim in the 
summer term.  
 
Finally from me, please do visit the primary section of the Simon Balle website. Though 
this will be ever-developing, I am grateful to Mr Newland and Mr Goodwin for all of their hard 
work. Please do enjoy some new photographs (what sparkling uniform modelled on the 
uniform page, for example!), and, in particular, some more detailed information about the 
curriculum that we are studying. As ever, parental feedback is welcomed and we will invite 
more formal feedback about this as the year proceeds. Thank you for your engagement with 
our posts on social media too (facebook and instagram) - some more great photos soon to 
be posted! 
 
Other notices 
Hertfordshire Catering (HCL) 
Just to let you know that we have been meeting regularly with HCL this term, in order to 
create a strong partnership between HCL and school,  and to ensure that we offer the right 
food to our children at lunchtime. HCL have provided information in relation to two areas for 
us to share: 
 
Food for Life: HCL is fully compliant with the Government’s School Food Standards and 
holds the Silver Food for Life accreditation. This recognises our achievement in using fresh, 
local, seasonal, and organic produce. At the same time it highlights our commitment to 
sourcing high welfare meat and sustainable fish. Our catering teams cook fresh, tasty meals 
from scratch and we lead the way in healthy school meals. For further information about the 
food we use in our dishes please visit our website. 

Sugar Reduction Programme: HCL is committed to encouraging healthy eating both through 
direct educational messages, reformulating recipes and the presentation of food on the 
counter. In the last year, we have introduced a programme of reducing the sugar in many of 
our recipes and as a business we have seen a 12% reduction in our sugar purchases, since 
we started.  

We remain committed to reviewing menus and listening to your feedback. Student voice this 
term has told us how popular the salad bar is and how they are enjoying the fruit (pineapple, 
watermelon and more) and yoghurts for dessert. More to follow! 

From Mrs Syme: Library 
Please support Simon Balle School Libraries if you shop at The Book People. This is a new 
fundraising scheme where for every £10 spent TBP will give £1 to the school to spend on 
books. Further details are available by clicking on the link below and if you have any queries 
please email library@simonballe.herts.sch.uk 
 
https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost  
 
From the PSA 
Thank you to those supporting ‘A Quiz with a Twist’, which takes place this Saturday 12 
October. The event has now sold out! We look forward to seeing you for an evening of fun 
and games. Please note this is a cash only event so please bring your pennies to purchase 
drinks, snacks and raffle tickets. A list of those companies kindly contributing to the quiz 
raffle can be found at the back of this newsletter. We are most grateful for their generosity 
and support of Simon Balle All-Through School.  

https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost


 
 
Learning in the next fortnight 
We have now begun learning about our value wisdom. Assemblies have focussed on how it 
is not always easy to make wise choices. Please support us through discussion about 
wisdom at home.  
 
Our musical cannon now proceeds to Faure, moving on to Grieg next week.  
 
A reminder of a previous link to support children’s reading at home:  

- Oxford Owl: https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ Lots of free resources and 
e-books to read 

- Also, https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround is fantastic for children becoming 
worldy-wise, reading about topical issues, written in an age-appropriate way, often 
with video footage to discuss too.  

- A plea too please - children in the Larch are simply not old enough for Fortnite. A few 
of them have spoken about it with their teachers, and whilst we always try to speak to 
each family affected, it is worthy of a reminder that the content is not age-appropriate 
for all.  

 
School and local community calendar primary dates 
 
Term dates have been confirmed for 2020-2021. Please can we remind you that we work 
hard to ensure that these are as suitable as possible for Simon Balle families -a long 
weekend is accommodated in late November, and term ends earlier than most schools in 
July 2021. We therefore need to remind you that as close as possible to 100% attendance is 
expected at all other times.  
 
http://www.simonballe.herts.sch.uk/term-dates/ 
 

● Saturday 12 October - please note the cupcake decorating competition taking place 
in Hertford this weekend. Flyer is attached to this newsletter!  

● Tuesday 5 and Wednesday 6 November - parent/teacher conversations. Bookings 
to follow shortly.  

● Monday 11 November- Friday 15 November is Book Week when we will start             
holding Reading is Power events. The Travelling Bookshop will be open (at times to              
be published) for all students to browse and buy books and stationery. Our Libraries              
earn commission from sales in the form of free books. 

● Monday 11 November – Steve Cole (popular author of the Astrosaurs, Doctor Who             
and Young Bond series) will talk to students from Reception up to Year 8 and signed                
copies of his books will be available to order. 

● Week beginning 11 November - celebrating differences week. Students are invited            
to wear odd socks on Tuesday 12th November. More to follow!  

● Monday 18th November: Year 3 Robins sportshall festival and skipping challenge. 
● Tuesday 19th and Thursday 28th November: Larch opening mornings at 10am for            

prospective parents for Reception September 2020. Open evening is held on           
Monday 2nd December at 7pm, when Busy Lizzies will also be open.  

 
Wishing you all a happy and successful fortnight ahead. 
 
Mrs Rachel Kirk (Vice Principal) 
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